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THE 
Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Madam, 

Y Lady P. acquainted me 
'twas your Deſire, which 
is {till to me a Command, that 
I ſhould ſend you this ſmall 
Book of Diſcourſes and Eflays : 
And tho' I know many of 
the Subjects they treat of to be 
'| light and trivial, yet I immedi- 
} ately concluded, tho' none of 
{ theſe Diſcourſes are worthy 
24 your reading, yet all your Com- 
{4 mands are worthy my obeying; 
[ and 1 had much rather the 
{ World ſhould Know: IT write ll, 

than you, Madam, ſhould have 
{ the leaſt thought I obey you lo. 
{ And I humbly beg you to be- 
| eve, Madam,that I do not pre- 
{ feat you: this Book upon any 


+] dependency IT have of it's merit, 
GLICT A _ but 


The Epiſtle. 


but meerly to publiſh the obli- 
gations I owe you, which | muſt 
ever want ability to requite, 
but ſhall never lack juſtice to 
acknowledg. 

And I hope, Madam,you will 
be the more eaſily perlwaded to 
pardon this great confidence, 
when you conſider that ſelf-in- 
tereſt now governs this World; 
and (ince.a King can raiſe and 
1lluſtrateone of his meaneſtSub- 
jects, and render him Honoura- 
ble by declaring him 1uch ; ſo, 
Madam, tho' this-15 one of the 
meaneſtBooks Dedicated to you, 
yetit you will be pleaſed to raiſe 
and honour,itwith your counte- 
nance, .it cannot but thrive un- 
der {o great & nobleaPatronage. 

And pray , Madam, do not 
_ think I write this Book out. of | 
any hope to. ſhew ſome Wit, 
when-really. never ſo much as 
thought of it; but meerly;to 
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publiſh the great honour I have 
tor you, and how humblea Ser- 

ant I am to you: And you 
know, Madam, *tis as well a 
Mark of Sovereignty to have 
pne's Image ſtampr upon a Pen- 
ny, as a Guinea,the meanneſs of 
it's value,nor the jmallneſs of 
it's Image, not at all leflening 
he great power of the Prince it 
repreſents. 

No more can I, Madam, by 
placing your greatName to this 
{mall Book, in which your Vir- 

ues being only meanly ſet off 

and painted but in Dead colours, 

an leflen and eclipſe your high 
orth and ſplendid merits 

I know, Madam, there are 

any great Ladies that keep a- 

ive in theRoot theTitle of their 
Moble and ancient Families; but 
ndeed there are very few that 
ow-a-days- bring any addition 
vt Honour to their Houſe : But 
Ig a 2 all 
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all know, Madam,thar you not 
only keep alive in the Root, but 
your Merits ſpring,and flouriſh 
in all yourAcCtions, both to your 
knelt FamiliesGreatHonout 
and Reputation; for you not on- 
ly live to the hejght of greatnels 
that any of rheEngliſhNobility 

now do,but to the height ofPie- 
ty that any ofthePrimitiveChri- 
{tians ever did; for you make it 
yourgreat delight toread God's 
Laws, and vour main concern 
to keep his Commandments , 
never ſtriving to procurea high 
place in Court, but to ſecure a 
good one un Heaven; ſtill 'court- 
ing the good, not the great ; ne- 
ver flattering the powerfal, al- 


' ways prailing the Virtnous, be- 


ing, only a Servant. to, the Ser- 
vants of God;and not Courtier- 
like an. humbleServant inWords 
to, ally Teaxce, in;gdeed-'a true 
ket ſeldom ſpeak 
what 
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what they think, and rarely 
perform what they promule ; 
their words being commonly, 
not. the Interpreters, but Dit- 
ggiſers of their Thoughts: 
But, Madam, you {till kept 
yoar ſelf in a kind of religious 
retirement, out of the falſe and 
glittering Scenes of the Court ; 
and not only from the common 
Vices and Vanities of | England, 
but from the Foppiſh Modes, 
nf & high Extravagances of France, 
which were juſt upon being na- 
| turaliz'd here inEngland, Andin- 
| deed you differ from moſt La- 
dies, for they love mach to re- 
ceive. Praiſes, but ſtrive little 
to deſerve them ; but you, Ma- 
dam, ſtrive to deſerve them,but 
lave not to receive them ; your 
' great Humility adding a luſtre 
 F to your high Quality, and your 
high Quality,adding a luſtre to 
your true Humility,and a blet- 
a 3 ſing 


T7 te Epiſtle 


ſing too ; for God, ſtill viv 
Grace to the humble. 

TIT ſhall not here trouble you 
much, Madam, with aCharacter 
of the vain idle Vitiolo Fopps 
of our time, nor here make it 
my buſineſs to ſet out the vain 
modiſh Ladies of our age, ſince 
both make it their main con- 
cern to 1et oat themſelves, tho? 
in a very bad Figure ; but'my 
deſign here 1s, that becauſe I did 
in my Youth perſwade ſome 
young Wives to do what they | 
ought not, I would now in my | 
old age perſw ade all young | 
Wives and Women to do/ whet 
they ought, which 1s, 1o remem- 
ber their Creator in the Days of their 
Youth, and to ſtrive more for | 
the true laſting Beauty of: Ho- 
lineſs, than the flight fading 
one of a fine Face, which is only ' 
a meer out-{ide Beauty ; but 
the Beauty of Holineſs 1s like 

£4 the 
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the King's Daughter, all glo- 
rious within, which will bring 
u Yone an agreeable fatisfaftion 
r FE whilſt one lives, and -a {weet 
s IF peace 'of Conſcience when one 
t E Dies : The other, but high and 
proud vain thoughts whilſt her 
Beauty lives ; and tad Frettings 
and Diſcontents, when ſhe finds 
it dies ; for uſually as the Mil- 
treſſes Beauty leaves her ,. ſo 
herLovers Love leaves him; for 
EffeCts will follow their Cauſe. 
'S ' And tho'' many of the vain 
' & Modiſh Eadies are guilty of 
& Pride,” Vanity, | and perhaps 
'& what's worle than -both, yet 
moſt of them are ſ{oſelf-conceit- 
ed of their own: merit, as they 
had rather judg the World Cen- 
{orious, than themſelves faalty; 
q like the Philoſopher, that loſt 
$ his ſight, and yet would not be- 
# lieve himſelf blind , but that 
the Room was Dark, 
4 00 a 4 And 
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—And'now; Madam, being to- 
wards the end of my. Letter, . I 
ſhall ſpeak as all Chriſtians do, 
or at: leaf ought. to.do, at- the 
ending of their Lives,which is, 
to ſpeak the truth. from the 
bottom. of their Heart, as I am 
{are I now-do, by ſaying, your 
Virtuous Life, exemplary Piety, 
and your extraordinary Chari- 
ty, which is not like that. of 
moſt great Ladies, whoſe boun- 
ty extends no farther. than to 
that . great . Friend, 4, or | this 
near, Kinſman , and that ; per- 
haps more. to inlarge. their 
own fame, than to. relieve his 
wants, and ſo ſavours,, more 
of Vain Glory, than true Cha- 
rity : But, Madam, your Cha- 
rity is. 10 generally good,, and 


bountifully | great , 'as none | 
need a better Title, to it, - than ' 
that of having a. great need 
of i it, 1n a word, Madam, your 

whole 


—- 


; Deaicatory. * 
whote Life has been a conti- 
nued Series of noble and Pi- 
ous Aftiens , ' which has ren- 
der'd your Fame ſo compleat- 
> ly; excellent , as you are not 
ef only an honour to your Name, 
nl but a credit to your Sex, and 
ri a-'comfort - to- both rich and 
| poor about you, for you ob- 
-F lige the great by your extra- 
{0 ordinary Civility, and relieve 
-| the. poor by your abundant 
OF Charity. 

S Madam, your trouble of 
reading this Letter being now 
near at an end 'tis full time 
that my Apology for giving 
it you ſhould now begin ; and 
becauſe 'tis a good ſaying I 
much - like and follow , That 
plain dealing is ſtill the beſt 
$ Policy, Truth being ever pj- 
turd :naked, I ſhall tell you 
here, Madam, the plain and 
naked Truth how, your Name 
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came to be plac'd in the Front 
of this little Book. 

When my Lady P--acquaint- 
ed me you defired to ſee” it, 
ſhe in a Rallying manner, bid 
me ſend it you with a fine E- 
piſtle Dedicatory ; and I, ina 
like Rallying manner, told her 
I would ; and preſently writ 
thus far of this Letter : But 
upon my word, Madam, with- 
out any thought or deſign, that 
it ſhould ever come to your 
fight, much leſs -to pabhck 
view : For afſloon as I had writ 
it, I refolved never to ſhew 
it, or. look on it more: But 
being 'to buy the ſecond part 
of this' Rook to ſend a Friend, 
whoſe Servant ſtay'd purpoſely 
for it, after I had given it 'him, 
and he-was gone, talking with 
the Book-Binder, he told me, F 
he had very near fold all my 
Books ; upon which” T7 _—_ 
+ X 


_ OFF OP FS 2 OV” 


— — 
_- 


ts \\ wo od we 


Qo— 


Dedicatory. 


ſed him one, but it ſeems ] had 
unfortunately torgot that T had 
left this Letter in the Book - 
which I ordered to be carried 
o him; and he finding this 
Letter dedicated to your Lady- 
ſhip, knowing the- high Ho- 
our and. great Eſteem all 

have for you, concluded, Thar 
your Name in the Front of this 
Book, muſt needs ſtamp a 
Value on-it, and breed : a Curi- 
olity in-many tor it , and fo 
Printed this Letter and: placed 
my Name to it, con{idering on- 
ly his own profit by Printing 
it, not your trouble-in reading 
it, or my diſcredit in| owning 
it.  Afſſoon as I heard of it, 1 
went immediately much trou- 
bled and ſurpris'd; to the Book- 
binder, who deſired me not 
tobe ſo: much concern'd, for 
there were very few, if any, 
of the Books were ſold that 
had 


1 be Epiſtle 
had this. Letter. Dedicatar, 
ta ,your-:Ladyſhip Printed 'to 
them, they being but juſt come 
out: of: the Preſs, and that for 
paying his. Charges for  Print- 
ing: them , he would deliver 
me them all, which I readily 
conſented to, and came. a (few 
days after; to receive.'them; 
but: this Book-binder was gone 
out of the World, :and by his 
Death, my Book : was diſper- 
ſed init, paſt all poſlibility :of 
recalling, | Axb4 

This 1s, Madam,' the plain 
truth, how your Name; comes 
to be placed now 1n the /Front 
of | this: little Book , when it 
was Printed: ſome: few Years 
before: , without. any [Name to 
it. at all; and that. your. Name 
is-/ Now, I am- much aſhanrd 
of and humbly beg! your Par- 
don for it; 

yg have, Madam, in writing 

_ theſe 


 - 
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_ . Deal. 
theie Ditcourtes , made it my 
reat concern to avoid all Roads 
and Paths that Eſlays uſually 


'E Travel in, and treat of ; bur 
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really Virgin- I hemes, and 
freſh Proviſion of Wit is now ſo 
ſcarce to find , that many .of 
our beſt Writers, and greateſt 
Scholars are often forc'd to uſe 
cold Repetition Meats, to fur- 
niſh out their Books, as well as 
zood Houlſe-keepers are cold 


I Meats to ſet out their Tables; 


And tho' good Cooks can make 
{ſeveral ſorts of Diſhes out of one 
kind of Meat, "yet they cannor' 
with all their 'sk1ll; make one 
Diſh to pleaſe. all Palats, like 
the. delightful Manna! in the-- 
Wilderneſs ; that gave a plea- 
lant Guſto anſwerable to every: 
Ifraelite's differing Taſte : No 
more can: one {ſort'of Writing 
ſuit the Fancy of all kinds of 
Readers. '/ am ſure 7 donot 


tall _ expect. 


The Epi 


expect theſe Diſcourſes ſhould 
pleaſe any one, they being 
Dull, and moſt of the Sub-i# 
jects they write of, Light al- 
moſt as: very Light, as the 
airy Ladies they treat of, and fl 
are deſigned for ; and therefore | 
I am fo far from pretending 
in the leaſt, to any of my 
readers Praiſes, as 1 expe none 
from any, but beg pardon of 
all : And Itraly wiſh this Book 
may per{wade the vain young 
Ladies to beg God's: And that 
as I delire my Readers excule 
for my dull Writing, they 
may their Maker's Pardon, for 
their vain living. Tam ſurelI 
am doubly bound to. beg your 
Ladyſhip's, both for giving you 
the trouble of reading this 
Book, and aſſuming the Con- 
fidence of placing your Name, 
tho' undeſignedly, to it. 


But 


— 


Dedicatory. 


Bur I will add no Excuſes, » know- 
Ing a Concluſion to a dull long Let- 
er is ſtill the beſt Complement; I am 
ſure, Madam, 'tis the only one I can 
ever juſtly pretend to make you, your 
Merits being much above all my 
Praiſes. I wiſh I could as truly ſay, 
Thar your whole Life were above all 
ſorts of Troubles, that your reading 
this might not prove one to you z but 
as *tis fooliſh to fear what's unavoid- 
able, ſo 'ris to wiſh for Impoſlibilities, 
lince the moſt great, the moſt virtu- 
ous, and the moſt happy in ' this 
World are. not free from Troubles, 
becauſe they cannot be free'd from 
Sin ; we are all unavoidable 'Tribura: 
ries to it, being all born in an origj- 
na] ſervitude to Sin, without any cer- 
tain meaſtire, or exact number. 

Bur tho' the miſery of Sinning is 
unavoidable,” yet we onght to make 
| Four ſelves as Spiritually wiſe, and 
Worldly happy as we are able, that 


Is, "make our Sins as few, and all our 
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Troubles (except for our Sins) as lit: 
tle as wecan;- and therefore, Madam, 
to make your Trouble the lefs in 
tooking this over, I ſhall defire yon 
ro read it, bur juſt after the rate I writ ( 
it, which was, when I had nothing 
elle ro do. Arid for all my other 
Readers, I only deſire they will uſe 
theſe Diſcourſes, no worſe than moſt 
do maim'd Beggars, that is, chough 
they want the Charicy to relieve their 
Wants, yet not fo to abound in ill 
Nature, as to jeer at their Defects : 
This is all I expect from chem, and 
this is all, Madam, I humbly beg of 
you, Thar you will pleaſe 'to pardon £® 
this poor Book's Faults, and not jeer 
at its Defects, ' which ſhall ever be an 


Obligatzon placed on, : 
M ada Wm y i (? | C 
Your moſt Obedieht, 
andever Faithful 
Humble Servant, 


SHANNON. 
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THE-FIRST 


DISCOURSE. 
BO ſome of the common ways many vertuous 
yl Wives take to loſe their Reputation, tho' 
fl they keep their Chaſtity ; being Vertuous in 
bY their inward Intentions, but indiſcreet\ in 
5 their Talk and outward Attions ; and Men 
judge by what they ſee, not by what Women 
ſay they mean. n 
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708 Shall not here, Reader, pretend to preſent 
you with the SumTotal of the numerous and 
various Ways, many handſom Women take 
to be ill talk*d of, for that I am ſure would 
de a Task as much above my Power to write, as 
fancy *twould be above, your Patience to read ; 
[Ynd he that can perform that great work, muſt 
eed at leaſt a Prophet's Knowledge, and a Job's 
'Fatience ; and truly I pretend to neither : Nor 
Fave I ſo much as a Thought of windertaking 
JWngly to tell you all the Faults, Arts, Deceits 
nd Indiſcretions of all Wives, much leſs of all 
omen, ſince I fancy if all the Husbands in 
he whole World were aſſembled in one general 
tFouncil, they could no more ſum up all their 
FVive's Faults, than cure all their Vices ; for Mi- 
cles are ceas'd to the whole World,- but the 
Fapiſt, of whoſe Faith, I thank God 1 am nct of: 
; B | bo Burt 
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2 CHARACT.S-S 
But of this opinion 1 am, that 'tis ſufficieat for 
every Married Man to: carry his own Burden 
and Proportion, in the Matrimonial Yoke, with 
Diſcretion and Patience 4 which latter. is} a Ver: 
tue, their Wives will. be ſure to make them 
practiſe, if they be not more fortunate, than the 
generality of Husbands are, and I think ever will 
be, if one may judge 6f the fature by the pre- 
ent. 

I ſhall name but few, and write but little © 
the many, and ſeveral ways, diverſe virtuou 
( 1do not ſay diſcreet) Wives take to be 11] talked 
of, and ſhall here skip troubling you with a Cha 
rater of a vile ſort of ſcandalous Wives, that 
are commonly known, and publickly brandec 
for ſuch, who have, by their wicked Lives, ren 
der'd themſelves ſo contemptible,as they are to be 
us'd by all vertuous Women, as we do perſon; 
infeted with the Plague : We are not bonnd tc 
20 ſee how they do, but weate oblig'd to avoid 
coming where they -are, both for our own ſake 
and the ſake of others ; and to remember to oh 
ſerve Solomon's good Advice as to a vertuous We 
man's carriage towards an ill ſcandalous Woman 
Remove thy way far from her, and come not near th 
agor of her Houſe. 

Theſe are a ſort of beaſtly Women, that take 
- upon them the vile employment of common cen 
ſuring, ahd publick rayling at all ſtrict Vertu 
ous Women, arming, themſelves with downright 
Impudence, having loſt all their ſhame with their 
Vertuez for they that part with the one, ſoon 
caſts off 'the other :_And becauſe they have ren 
der'd themſdves contemptible. by their i11 Live 


they ſtrive to make good Women appear bad bye 
| thei 
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heir foul Tongdes, ſcandalizing the Vertnes 
dy all the ill Reports they can invent, being like 
hoſe Solomon names, Who cannet ſleep without ha- 
ing done ſome miſchief, being ſo abominably bad, 
3s their very Parents.(for Friends they have none) 
rant Confidence to excuſe thetn, and they Impu- 
dence - to juſtify themſelves. Theſe Herd of 
beaſtly Women, the Vertuous are bound in 
harity to pity their bad Condition, but in Pra- 
dence to ſhun their ill Company ; and fo PI leave 
hem with a red Croſs on their Door, and a Lord 
bave mercy on their bad lives. 
"The firſt ſort of Wives I ſhall here name, and 
but name, are a kind of Wives that have the 
appineſs to'be thought vertuous by many, bur 
he Unhappineſs to be eſteem'd vain and indiſcreer 


"Wy moſt; they are careful to keep themſelves 


baſt, but careleſs of what others fay againſt 
heir being ſo z and becauſe they think they do no 
i, value not what ill others fay they do, which 
$ but a ſad ſort of Logick, and an ill way of 
2naging their Reputation ; fince tho? a Wive's 
nnocency may ſatisfy her own Conſcience, yet it 
annot protect her Husband*s Honour, nor ſecure 
er own, fince publick Cenſure may blemiſh both, 
f an outward diſcreet carriage doth. not prevent: 
W nerefore, doubtleſs, a Wife, who is truly ver- 
vous, and truly defires to-*be eſteem'd fach, is 
much concern'd in Honovr to keep a good 

. WY 2me, as ſhe 1s bound in Conſcience to lead a 
"good Life ; and the Wife which in point of Re-- 
otation, values little what others ſay, ſeldom 
are 3 much what ſhe her ſelf doth, for what bad 
oſures ſhe caſts on others, 6r others caſt or 
ter } and a Wife or Woman of that ill Tempet 
jt 283 uſually 
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uſually loves more to commit a hundred faults, 
than to repent of one; © or: be told of any ; never 
conſidering that a handſom Woman's leaving a 
Vice, argues no defect in her Body, but a ver- 
tuous inclination in her Mind : For the very beſt 
Women in the World are ſabje& to Faults and 
Errors, as well as the worſt, tho? not ſo much; 
and with this great difference, That a pious Wo- 
nian Sins againſt her Will, a wicked Woman 
with it ; in the firſt *tis but the effets of the 
Fratlty of humane Nature, in the ſecond *tis the 
foul Iſſue of vicious Inclinations and habitual 
Praftice. Therefore, "tis worth ſuch Womens 
ſil] carrying 1n their Mind, this uſeful Memoran- 
dum, T hat *tis always a bad AR, to commit an il! 
Thing 3 but never an ill thing, to repent a bad 
AQ; the firſt being the Diſeaſe, the other the 
Remedy. 

*Tisa certain Truth, That all bad Women de- 
ſerve Cenſure ; and, 'tis as great a Truth, that 
many good Women undergo bad Cenfſures, tho' 
they do- not deſerve them; many young, Men 

. dealing with handſom Women's Reputation, as 

Pilate did with our btefſed Saviour , condemn 

him, tho? he ownd? he found no' Fault in him. 

Indeed the very Air of this Kingdom is ſo infet-Wt: 

ed with the Niuſeous Diſtemper of Cenſuring, asWt 

I fancy *twill be as impoſlible to ſtop all ill natur'd MV 

Tongues from Cenfuring, zs to ſtop all handfomt ll 

Women's Eyes from ſtirring in their Head, or Wt! 

their Blood from running in their Veins; for as Wal 

long as they move, buſy Cenſurers Tongues will! 

itir. © u 
Therefore, the beſt and molt likely way I 

know to prevent others ſpeaking ill. of them, is, 
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for them not to-ſpeak ill of others ; for if they do 
rhat they ought, you are unjuſt to Cenſure 
hem 3 and-if rhey do what they ought not, you 
areunkind to do it ; ſince none can do anill Ac, 
vithout being puniſh'd by the very A& of doing 
itz and, therefore, by the Rule of God, Nature 
and true Charity, pious, vertuous Women , 
onght rather to be tronbled, than pleaſed for 
the Faults of others, ſince ſhe that is not, doth 
in ſome degree, make others Faults her own : As 
on the other Hand, ſhe that ſhews Charity to 
a Man, doth good to her ſelf, by doing good to 
him ; for Charity to another is Charity to ones 
ſelf, A vertuous Wife may certainly fay , ſhe 
her ſelf is vertuous ; but ſhe cannot truly ſay ſach 
a Man's Wife 1s unvertuous, except ſhe certain- 
ly knows ſhe 1s ſo; and all know that moſt Re- 
ports are falſe : But 1 am ſure this is a great 
Truth, That tho* a Wife be never ſo vertuous, 
yet ſhe ought to be moſt ſtrictly careful, to pre- 
cr vent all others from thinking her the contrary, 
'Wand to ſhun provoking ill Tongues, as well as 
1 committing bad Deeds; fince many a good ver- 
${W tuous Woman's Reputation has been by others 
1 
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falſe Tongues ſadly blaſted, and render d unfor- 
tunate, tho! her Life and Carriage has been truly 
far from being Scandalous or undeſerving; fo 
sWihat no Woman ought to be fo over-pufPd up 
1 with the inward knowledg of her Vertue, as to 
1{Wilight the outward Care ſhe onght to take, and 
rWtbe prudent Means ſhe is oblig'd to uſe to make 
$21! think her vertuous ; for tho? ſhe be never truly 
1 ſuch, yet ſhe ought to take the ſame care, 'and 
uſe the ſame means and method to plant a good 
Reputation jn the World , as good Gardners 
> B 3 
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do in ſetting their Trees in Earth ; letthe Ground 
be never fo good and rich, which is, nor to plant 
them too deep, for then they't rot -nor yet 
00 ſhallow, for then they'} burn; ſo that a 
mean between both isto' be us'd in the very beſt 
Ground. $o a Woman, tho? never ſo vertuous, 
ought not to place ſo deep a value on her own 
Reputation, as thereby to undervalue' that of 
others; nor ſo debaſe herſelf and 'leffen her own 
QZharatter, asto plant too ſhallow 'an Eſteem on 
her own, Worth ; for then all others will be ſure 
T0 do the like by her own Example |; very reafon- 
ably concluding, That ſhe ought beſt to know 
her ſelf. This is a way many a vertuous Woman 
takes to injure her good Reputation ; for ſhe that 
will deſpiſe and cenſure others, muſt expet, and 
_ find, that others will deſpiſe and cenſare 
r, 

| Fhere are another fort of Wires, tho* inward- 
ly vertuous,yet outwardly ſo overflow withPride, 
Vanity and Ambition, as they are ſo very mali- 
claus as. to deſpiſe all below them, and hate all Per- 
ſons aboye them; whichis a wicked Humour as 
£0 others, and an uneaſy one as to themſelves, 
Theſe Women, becauſe ſome of their Neighbours 
Beauty. is perhaps greater, or their Quality high- 
er, or their Eſtate larger, or their Equipage 
richer, or their Wir quicker, or their Houſe- 
keeping nobler, and the like; theſe, becauſe they 
cannot reach: to their high rate of Life, condemn 
and cenſure their way of living as very bad, vain 
and extrayagant z and becauſe they cannot live 
85 ſplendidly as they do, give ont, they do not 
live rs prudent as they ought to do : And becauſe 
pbeſe enyious Women are themſelyes too proud, 
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give out, that © their Neighbours are ſo too z 
and by their unjuſtly and enviouſly cenſuring 
their Pride ( meerly upon the account of their 
own) it often inflames, and cauſes, or rather 
forces, their great Neighbours to condemn their 
Folly in ſa doing, and perhaps their Chaſtity to 
boot ; and fo to occaſton many others to ſpeak 
ill of them by their Example: For Perſons of 
high Quality and great Reputation, their C2n- 
ſures, like Bullets. ſhot ont of great Guns, they 
carry farther, and pierce deeper than out of a 
leſſer ſize, tho? of a much better Metrle ; the 
I lefler muſt ſubmit to the greater. Fertil Plains 
are not the worſe, tho' they are commonly OVer- 
topt by barren Hills. 

This is a uſual way that many gonad Women 
make others cenfuretheir Vertue, meerly out of 
Revenge, (a Fountain many 1u!! and ſcandalous 
Streams flow out of) and thus by their indifcreet 
Carriage and malicious Reports, and cenſuring 
others good Name, they loſe their own, by 
cauling others to condemn and cenſure them ; by 
which vain practice they are ftill like to come 
by 'the worſt, which made Solomon rank among 
worldly Vanities, That a Man ſhould not - contend 
with one that is mightier than himſelf, Eccleſ. 6. 10. 

There are another kin1 of vertuous Wives that 
occaſion their being ill ralk'd of, and Sacrifice 
their Reputation, becauſe. they will not follow 
the Manners and Faſhions of the Country they 
live in, and thoſe of Quality they are Neighbours 
to, being ſo vain, prond; and fooliſhly Self- 
conceired, that b2cauſe they cannot be allow'd 
a Pattern to all, ſcorn to follow the Examples-of 
anys tho? of "higher Degree, larger Fortunes, 
B 4 and 
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and much 'better Reputation and Eſteem than 
themſelves. 6 

I ſhall here name but one Examplegof the ma- 
ny I could give you; in- order to convince you, 
That all Perſons are oblig'd by the: Rules and Or- 
der of civilSociety, Prudence,and well and eaſy liv- 
ing, tofollow the Manners, Cuſtoms and Dreſ- 
ſes of the Conntry they. live 'in, andof the beſt 
and moſt eſteem'd Families they accompany with, 
and. are Neighbours to; and this one Example 
I ſhall take out of France, becauſe it ſhall be ſtampt 
with the beſt, at leaſt moſt currant and modiſh 
Authority in the World. And, in that King- 
dom, *Twas in my time, and I believe ſtill is, 
amozg Perſons of Quality, near as great a ſcan- 
dal for a Lady to ſufter a Man to fit on her Bed, 
as to admit him to lie init. As for inſtance: | 
remember when King Charles II. liv'd with 
Queen Mother in Paris, a French Gentleman, of 
good Quality and great Eſtate, fell deſperately 
in love with an Engliſh Lady, fo as to deſire to 
Marry her (which I count Deſperate Love) and 
the Queen Mother had 1n a manner made up the 
Match ; but, by an unfortunate accident ( 1 mean 
only for the Lady) a near: Kinſman and Friend 
of hers and Counſellor in all her concerns (except- 
ing thoſe of her private Amours) came purpoſely 
out. of Eng/and to aſſiſt her in ſetling her Join- 
ture, and other Marriage concernsz:and this 
Kinſman of hers, ignorant of the: nice Puncilio's 
of the French Ceremonies, did (that he might 
the 'more- eaſily hear heryz:and: ſhe him, he not 
knowing, nor ſhe not retnembring, how, ſcanda- 
lous *twas for' a Manito) fit on a. Lady's Bed, 
( whichis.no very ſtrange thing in Englard, where 
Cage +: $5 wha EE od ed it 
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it may be done withour, the leaſt harm, tho? it 
annot in France, without the greateſt ſcandal ) 
zut unfortunately this Lady's Lover came 1n to 
iſit her, at the very nick of time that he was fit- 
ting on her Bed, and the Monſieur ſeeing a Man 
ſitting on her Bed, was ſo ſarpris at the Sight, 
and ſcandaliz'd at the Action, that tho" the 
Man's great Age had been of it ſelf a ſufficient 
Antidote againſt his Jealouſy , eſpecially know- 
ing how near of Kin he was to her, and how few 
days he declar'd ſtaying with her, yer, the 
Monſieur, without uſing any Words, or taking 
any Conſideration, immediately left her and her 
Chamber, and could never be . perſuaded to re- 
turn to her again. This 1s only to mind you, 
That the Cuſtom of a Kingdom makes Rules and 
gives Laws In it's own Dominions, which no 
Woman ought to break, if ſhe deſires to keep her 
Reputation whole. And that Woman that knows 
ſhe ſhall loſe her Reputation, if ſhe will admit 
a Man to fit on her Bed, in my Opinion, de- 
ſerves to loſe her good name for doing it; let 
the Action in it ſelf, and her intention as to her 
ſelf, be never ſo innocent. 

But this ſevere Cuſtom in France 1s nothing in 
compariſon to the Severities, or rather Cruelties 
that are generally praiſed in Jtaly, by Husbands 
towards their Wives ; for, there, all young Gen- 
tlewomen are kept and bred up in a ſtri& Con- 
finement, in Nunneries, till married ; and, - 
when they are fo, are_ kept but a kind of Priſo- 
ners in their own Houſes : So that all the Writ 
of Eaſe a Maid gets by marrying, is, but the ex- 
changing one Priſan for. another, which renders 
them the mare eager after liberty ; as _ up 
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Rivers ſwell for being confin'd, and run more 
Violent when they get their freedom, for having 
been debarr'd of it, and hinder'd from. their 
natural Conrſe; ſo moſt of theſe impriſon'd 
Wives are kept chaſt by their Husbands ſtrict con- 
fine ment of them, and carefub watchfulneſs 
over them, rather than by the Motions of their 
own natural. Temper, or vertuous 1Inclinati- 
ons. | | 
But for my-own part as l utterly deteſt the 
Severities Husbands uſe to their Wives in /taly, 
ſo I do not. altogether approve the great Freedoms 
that many Husbands do allow their, Wives in 
Eagland, (or their Wives will allow themſelves) 
ſome Husbands granting them ſuch large Ranges 
of Liberty, as they, by it, often ſhew more alonhi- 
dence in their Wives, than Diſcretion in them- 
ſelves : Since a large liberty, without a ſuitable 
proportion of prudence to well manage it, of- 
ten cauſes high Extravagancies, and foul Exceſ- 
ſes ; and therefore, I believe, as many Husbands 
have made their Wives diſhoneſt by too much 
miſtruſting them (for Revenge is very ſweet and 
natural to Women) ſo 1 alſo believe ſome Wives 
have been made diſhoneſt by their Husbands too 
much truſting them : Opportunity often makes a 
Thief, which had not perhaps been a Thief, bur 
for the opportunity. The Htalians have a cer- 
tain way of reaſoning, as to the ſecuring their 
Wires, by ſaying, That no Wife can be: diſho- 
neſt without an Opportunity 'to be ſo, (Time 
and AQion being inſeparable) therefore, fay 
they, ever keep your Wite from an Opportuni- 
rrp you will ever keep her honeſt. Bot God 
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d that all Men that have opportunity fhonkd, 
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be Thieves ; or that all Women that allow Men 
Opportunity , ſhould allow them Enjoyment. 
For tho? the Italians fay as true, That there can 
be no Enjoyment without Opportunity, ſo the 
Engliſh ſay as true, That there may be Opportt- 
nity, without Enjoyment. I Remember in Rome, 
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upon a diſcourſe with an Tealiar, of the great 


freedoms Wives were allow'd in England; I heard 
him ſwear a great Oath, That he would not 
truſt the great God with his Wife, when ſhe 
was alone jn Bed : And asked me, not only with a 
ſerious, but furious Countenance, if it were poſ- 
ſible that ſtrange Report could þe trne, That the 
Married Women in England had liberty to go 
abroad with Men, and to receive Viſits from 
them in their Chambers; nay, ſometimes when 
they were in Bed ? I aſſur'd him, *cwas very cer- 
tain, That the Women of the higheſt Quality, 


greateſt Eſteem and beſt Reputation, do both 


go abroad with Men in their Company, and re- 
ceive Men's Viſits in their Cambers, and ſomg- 
times ; by Men,(at the uſual viſiting hours,) when 
they were in Bed, and by near Kindred at all 
times, and that this Freedom was allow by 
vertuous and great Women, to Men, without 
the leaſt ſcandal; for neerneſs of Kin, tho? jt 
cannot greatly foul AQtions, yet it can prote& 
Freedoms. But for a Married Woman to admig 
the liberty to a Man that's no way related to her 
ſelf, Husband or Family (except upon ſome good. 
ground or extraordinary occafion)ar in my 
Opinion, great Weakneſs, and high ladiſcretion, 
being a thing, I cannot with. prudence approve, 
nor a Wife, 1 think, with diſcretion admits for 
tho' ſome may fayour ſuch a Freedom with an In- 
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nocent conſtruction, yet others may brand it 
with a ſcandalous Interpretation; and uſually 
indiſcreet Freedoms produce diſhonourable Cen- 
fures : And that married Maa that allows young 
Gallants to viſit his Wife more than ordinary, 
muſt allow Men to ſpeak more than ordinary of 
her for it, or they wlll be ſure to allow it them- 


— 


felves. 


Therefore, a ſtri&, vertnous Wife, ought ſe- 
rionſly to reflett on the Hazard ſhe runs , the 
Folly ſhe commits, and the Diſhonour ſhe may 
ſyffer-in her Reputatiqn, by allowing a Man that's 
unfitly qualified, ſo great a freedom. Now as 
an Antidoteto prevent reaQing the like Indiſcre- 
tion, I ſhall adviſe that Wife that admits ſach 
Freedom to a Man at unviſiting hours, ſeriouſly 
to conſider, and ſoberly to reaſon and argue 
with her ſelf, by ſuppoſing that this her now 
dear Friend, ſhe's ſo fond of, and ſo much relies 
in, ſhould chatice to become her Enemy, aad brag 
he has enjoy'd her ; (for ſuch things have been 
certainly done formerly » and may poſlibly '- be 
done again) whether ſhe can, after ſerious conſi- 


_ derationand ftrift examination, ſatisfy her ſelf, 


that ſhe's able in this caſe, to alledg more Rea- 
ſon, and prodnce better Arguments to/ juſtify her 
Chaſtity, than her Enemy can hring to accuſe 
her Vertue , before unconcern'd and vabyaſg'd 
Judges. 

Let her, therefore, ſuppoſe the worſt of her 
late dear Friend, but now great Enemy, that he 
ſhould ſwear, That he came often into her Cham- 
ber when ſhe was alone infit in Bed, and that ſhe 

order'd and” affign'd him that opportunity and 
conventency, that they might enjoy one another, 


ay 


Truth of what he now Swears, and to 
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as they then -did ; and, to cou, firm the Truth of 
this Accuſation, he ſays, ſhe that was certainly 
ſo indiſcreet as to allow the” one, might poſſibly 
beſo unvertuous as to admit the other ; and al- 


ledges his being alone with her, to back the 
publiſh 
the Folly of that ſhe then did ; and farther adds, 
That he can prove this her Indiſcretion, by her 
own at. But ſhe can never prove her Inno- 
cency, when they were fo alone by her own 
Words. 

Therefore, let her ſeriouſly refle&t and confi» 
der, how weak and ſlight her Defence muſt be 
againſt her Enemies ſworn Accuſation, ler her 
Wit be never ſo great, and her Innocency never 
ſo clear, ſince ſhe cannot produce ſo much as one 
ſingle Witneſs, to confirm the Truth of what ſhe 
ſays, or to contradi&t the Truth of what he 
Swears, having only her own bare Word, and 
that in her own Cauſe, and to defend her own 
Honour, and Reputation, which ſhe has expos'd 
to Cenſure, by the imprudent liberty ſhe allow'd 
her then Friend , either on the account vf her 
too little Wit, or too much Love, or at leaſt too 
great want of Diſcretion and Conlideration. 

[| ſuppoſe ſhe may make to his Accnſation, ſome 
kind of Defence of this nature, That in thefirſt 
place, for his accuſing her of ſuffering him to 
viſit her at unuſual viliting hours, when ſhe was 
alone in her Chamber in Bed, that part ſhe does 
tot deny, becauſe ſhe cannot well do ir ; fays, 
*twas never bur once, and that once was meer at- 
cidental. Secondly, At the time he fo viſited 
her, he ſwore he was, and ſhe verily believed 
him tobe an honeſt Man and her reel Friend, os 
well 
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well as her long-'and intimate Acquaintance. 
Fhirdly, She takes God, The Searcher of all Hearts, 
to be her Witneſs, that ſhe did not then, or ever 
' before or after,a& any thing with him in Thought, 
Word or Deed, that was not truly vertuous 
and purely innocent, which his Heart knows to 
bea real Truth, as well as he knows, what he 
iwears to the contrary, to be an errant malicious 
Lie. And, Laſtly, ſhe ſays, That ſcandalous 
Reports againſt Women of Quality and Repu- 
tation, ought only to be credited by ſober'and 
prudent Perſons, but according to what they ſee 
thetnſelves, and not according to what they 
hear from others ; becauſe *tis in the power of 
any wicked Man, to raiſe and caſt ſcandalous 
Reports on the moſt vertnous Woman in the 
World. All this I grant a Woman may alledge 
i her own Defence and Juſtification, which [ 
cannot eſteem much, becauſe ſhe could not well 
fay leſs. 

Firſt, as to his Accuſation of her ſuffering 
him to viſit her when ſhe 'was alone in Bed at 
unuſual vifiting hours ; as to her Anſwer, tha: 
*ewas altogether undeſignedly, and accidentally, 
and that *rwas never but once, and that ſhe was 
fally reſolv'd it ſhould never be ſo a ſecond 
Time. 

To this part of her Juſtification it may be an- 
fwered, That granting the Judges ſhould take 
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her own bare Word, (For ſheican give no more, 
that what ſhe ſays is a real Truth) yet it may be 
objected, That a Woman that will allow her ſelf 
to do one att of Indiſcretion, in her carriage 
_ towards a Man, it may be indeed a reaſonable 
| inducement to believe ſhe may be perſwaded to 
cOmmic 
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commit another . Put to draw an Argument, 


that tho' ſhe committed one .a& of Indiſcretion, 
yet we are to credit her bare word, that ſhe will 
never be brought to commit a ſecend, is but a 
weak and an irrational Concluſion ; for if a pure 
ſenſe of Honour and true Love of Reputation, 


regulates all a Woman's AQtions, and Carriage 


towards all Men, (as certainly it ought) that Wo- 


man would never be fo imprudent, as to allow 


one freedom to her favorite Friend, at any time, 


which ſhe could not honourably own, and pub- 


lickly juſtify at all times, and in all Places and 
Companies, in caſe. her Friend ſhould become 
her Enemy 3 but indeed moſt Women are too 
apt to miſtake the difference between the word 
Lover, and the thing Friend ; for they will have 
them to be both one and the ſame thing, when in 
deed they are very oft'n far from being ſo ; for 
tho? every true Friend muſt be a true Lover, 
yet every pretending Lover is not a true Friend, 
as many Ladies can Witneſs by wofulExperience: 
But if Venus Love bad then the predominant Power 
over her lnclinations, as it certainly has over 
many Women, towards the favourite Man of her 
preſet fancy, 1t may. be better, and much more 
rationally argued, That the ſame amorons Incii- 
nation whichat that time over-ruled her Diſcreti- 
on, by admitting him one freedom more than 
ſhe ſhonld, might as well at another time over- 
power her Diſcretion by admitting him a ſecond 
liberty more than ſhe-ought ;. for ſhe that com-= 
mits one aQ of indifcretion, ſhews, by it, -a 
probability that ſhe may be prevail'd with to act 
a ſecond ; but no impoſflibility againſt her being 
perſwaded to commit a third. 

Next, 


I6 CHARACTERS 
Next, as to that part of her juſtification, That 
the Man that did viſic her when ſhe was alonein 
her Chamber in Bed, at an unuſual viſiting hour, 
7was never but once, and that once was by one 
ſhe'verily b*lieved to be her true, faithful Friend, 
ds well as her long and old Acquaintance : But 
to this it may well be anſwered, That ?ris very 
common for great Friends, to prove great Ene- 
mies, and often.the greater Enemies, for having 
been great Friends; as the Weight of a Pendulum FF. 
Clock, falls the more backward, for being ſhoved 7 
the more forward : And this I am fure, that WI, 
there can be no Friendſhip in the whole World, FI, 
that is ſo looſely Tack'd on, as that betweena I 
Man and a Woman, on a meer Beauty Account, [ 
which mult of courſe be deſtroy'd by Death, im- ; 
pair*d by Sickneſs, and may be broken in pieces 
by a Thonſand Accidents : Witneſs that com- 
mon one, of a Man growing to like another , 
Woman better than his Miſtreſs, or ſhe to fancy F 
- another Man better than him, ( a common Fate R 
that attends moſt Beauty-Lovers), and ſo they Il. 
grow to diſlike one e2nother ; for great Beauty, / 
n 
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tio? it often creates great Fondneſs, yet it feldom 
contains a long conſtant Love : For: as Beauty 
15 plealing, ſo 'tis Clogging 3 and we know that 
the fineſt Sweet Meats, make the fouleſt Sur- 
feits. 

For there we find it very uſual among our 
young Gallants, that tho? 'one of thenPhas in a 
manner forſaken his Miſtreſs, yet that Man can- 
not indure to ſze her Love another Man ; and tis 
ten to one ſhe cannot indure to be.without another 
Man to Love ; and this creates Anger and Re- 


yeng? in her firſt Lover, and perhaps provokes 
him 


At 
In 
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-birt-t6\61t vyt Words that uray highly reftect on 
cher Yona ( fo vile and il-nator'd'is our pre- 
ſent Age, as moſt Men/are muck readier to 're- 


4 . 


venge n meer” fancied” Injury; that to requite 4 
reat recetvet Obligation. ) And if a. 'Wite that 


allows a Mart the freedom of viſtingher,' wheri 
ſhe is/#lotie jn- Bed '(/at" unuſual viſamg Hours) 
will but” cruly own! rfe ſecret Fhoughts df: her 
Heart; I «m confident the cannot deny, bat that 
one of the” prihcipat Motives: that induced! her 
to- grant” her Lover” that imprudent Freedom; 
was -niuch occafor'd/ on this vain anid fooliſh ac- 
count; "Thar ſhe hoped, 'by! hey aHowingextraor- 
dinary' Etherty to him, -it' wonld prodnce -extra- 
ordinary Returns of Kindneſs to her : Wihich is 
but a ſimple Fancy, fince"thar' Woman that” en 
larges her Favours and: Freedoms'to a Man; be- 
yond"the' juſt Bounds 'and - Limits of a prudent; 
modeſt, and a decent Carriape;; tho? that ' Man 
may ir! Hear! of Blood, ſeemingly embrace them 
with'an eapet Fondneſs, 'and-a paſſionate! Delizhr'; 
yet if "he be either a Lover of Vertne; \or”a Mas» 
ſter of Reaſon; he'caniior; but in' his'own: Judge 
ment, deſpiſe her for 'it, and conclude, by her 
granting ſuch qver-large Liberties to him, it ſa- 
vors more'of hot Love; thif true Friendſhip ; 
and he*cafiiot but in reaſon 'judge, That as her 
preſent fohid Love makes/her now grant to him 
more Freedom than is' decent, ſo ſhe may in a 
littfe'time as well ſhew more- Kindneſs to ano- 
therthan is difereet : For Beguty-love cannot be 
wilt ppon' any ſettl'd- firm” Foundation, | but on 
1 Hill: of Sand, which looks high;. but ſtands 
Weaky nor is it raig'd and maintain'd by true 
Rexſor- or pure Friend ſhip, but rather hangs by: 
--  Seometry 5 
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Geometry';that is, depends,on a meen flaſby,airy, 


amorousiFancy, as littlegurableas Summers Rain, 
or Winters Sun; and -therefore,that Perſon ſhe 
fancies moſt, ſhe will-be..fure to, love. beſt; .and be 
fondeſt of,and kindeſt ro, during thepreſent amo- 
-rans Fit: And forthat Wife,taking God; theſearch- 

er10f all Hearts, to be her-Witneſs, That, ſhe.never 
ated with that Man-that ; accuſes ber,. anything 
but what was troly Vertvous. Indeed ſhe. does 
well to. take the God; of, Reavey- to -be. her Wit. 
neſs,. fot ſhe can have, none- on Earth, except 
the :Man'; 'that Wuneſeth againſt her :, And, 
therefore, ſhall defire;her ſeriouſly-to conſider, 
how. 15 it poſlible to judge of a Woman's inward 
- Interitions, but -by” bet.outward Actions; and 
if they. be indifcreet, how can any juſtly ſay, ber 
inward//intentions: are. not. ſo, ſince none can 
jndge of the,one,. but by. the other 2. For - we are 
to believe according, to | what 'we ſee, and not 
according;to- what, ;-we hear ,-; or, the: Woman 
VOWS ſe means, which-(unleſs to God,che Scarch- 
er of :alf- Hearts) can be; only known to her ſelf, 
and conſequently. ſhe cap only be a credible Wit- 
neſs [to her, felf,, and nor; others, /as to her own 
inward intentions. - | | 

Laſtly, for the excuſe. the alledges, "That it 
lies in the Power of any wickeq Man ,to raiſe 
and. caſt ſcandals on .the Reputation of themoſt 
Vertuous Woman on-Earth, as that ſhe, admit- 
ted;:ſuch a Man to, viſt ker, 'when ſhe was alone 
in. her Chamber a Bed, when perhaps ſhe never 
ſaw him out of ir, much leſs he her. 4n it, having 
never poſſibly heard bis Name, much. leſs knew 
his Perſon 3. Theſe kinds 'of Reports, 1 grant 


lie in the power of mary wicked Man, to raiſe 
w on 


ocean 
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on atiy Vertuus Woman? 1 Bur 1 deny. 'tis in the 
If Fower''of every- wicked Many to? maker a! Ver+:: 
cl tnous' Woman ſay; ſhe admitted'/him to | viſithher : 
cl alofie in Bed; when ſhe never did 5 and-to! own 
; n Indiferees Act, 'which The never committed: 
; Indeed [ bave'known many: wicked Men difown 
 F ill chings thar-they tave done 37 but 1 never heard 
5 of a diſcreet Woman own an jill thing ſhe never 
5 WF did; fo 'thar' 1 think it Tneedieſs ro write: any 
- BH more than, That' 1 look upon Auch” groundleſs” 
UE ſcandals, fo falfly raigd; and; ſhot at Random 
at'a good - Woman's Repitation, 'to be only- 
able: to ſhew a-malicious> Man's -11l Nature, not 
juſtly to brandia VertnonsW oman's good: Name: 
But [' fear Þ have! already nbt.only writ tod 
much ' but rov-Tharp-on this/Niee>Subject ; there- - 
fore, 1 ſhall only give this good, -tho old Ad- 
vice, -to all vertaous' Wives, which is, ſtill to 
uſe an "Enemy, asiif he may become a Friend; 
anda Friend (eſpecially in love matrers) as if he 
may become an Enemy ; that'is, a/pradent Wo- 
mit ought not *to' ſhew-too. much [Kindneſs to 
the! one, nor declare too fierce.a Hatred againſt 
the "other 3 but r0- manage with 'Diſcretion and 
Moderation, her - carriage/ to both, and to ad- 
mit -Piety, Vettueand due Conſideration, to' re- 
gulite! all het Actions 3 and he! that obſerves 
theſs|/good Meaſores, will be ſtre never to ad- 
mit' any Perſon (Eſpecially a Lover) any private 
freedom which ſhz-cannot honourably own, and 
publickly jultify. L 
"Fatther, a .Vertuous Woman onght ill to 
carfy in her- Mind,” That ſhe is bonnd to ſatisfy: 
All:Perfons as to her Vertue, as well as her ſelf g. 
otters Tongues,'as well as her own Heart: - Nor, 
C2 ought 
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ſhip 5 ſince moſt of their- Vows: and Love Oaths, 
- built. upon fading Beawty,' which: is: but a 
S Foundatian/;- their . Friendſhip} commonly 
moulders away, with the Beau: y that.created- it; 

1 ſhall, therefore, - adviſe all handſom-vertupus 
Women not to depend much on' their: Lovers fair 
Words, but on their:awn.goad [Aﬀtions, ſtrict pru- 
dent Carriage,and pureVertuons Life; and ſhe that 
obſerves theſe good Meaſures, will) be ſure not 
0 ſhew too much Loye- or. Hatred to any Man; 
nor ever expoſe her Reputation t& ber Lover's 
Humor 3 ſince bydo doing, .ſhe's.no; longer his 
Queen and Miſtreſs,|but his Syubje&t and Seryant, 
by truſting her Humour into his Powen, and 
what is worſe, to his Mercy::  And:Sdlopmon, the. 
wiſeit- of Men, gives: Men: this good adviſe, 
Adwvid Suretyſbip, and 'you:ſhall be: ſure: And the 
like Caution and Prudence alſo: Jeads Women, 
not to be bound for, nor to truſt -in any Bean- 
ty-Lover's Oaths, for this good | reaſon, -T hat 
if yon never truſt him, he:can-never deceive you; 
but if you do, 'he may; And: ag tis, natural for 
all Women to hope the- beſt, ſo: "tis, diſcreet in 
all Women to fear the worſt, and to anm them- 
ſelves againſt - others bad PFangaues as -welb as 
againſt their own ill: Acts. / Apd: as Diſcretion 
niuſt ever. be ' a/(great Vertue: among Women! 
ſo Indifcretion . muſt ever be 4 great | Vice ; 
for i411! it's being a 'great "Mode, 1 eſteem: In- 
diferetion: to: be much alike, | to! 'Wickedneſs, 
3, Covetouſneſs- is to. Evil, which, is "not 
ofily' 3x evil Root., but. the; Root. of all. Evil. 


SO 


ought a vertuous Maid, or Wife, to.depend muck: 
upon/ her. Lover's Vows or Oaths: of+ a true--and; 
conſtant. Love, anda perfect unelterable, Friends: 
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& inidiſcrerio9"is not that ſole Iſſue of one Vice, 
nels fruitfil Parent of many, if not moſt. Now 
remeber tHI8s, That thi6"*cis poſlible that a Wo- 
man may bt vettoous, and not diſcreet in forme 
Cafes, yet Pris impoſſible in afy Caſe, / that 4 
Woman tan be indifcreet, by being Vertuons, 
fit Difcrerion is a part of. Vertne. 

' | ſhalt not heregive itasa'general Rule, with- 
Gut-arly Exception, That a Vettious Woman 
«bf Till make a fond Wife ; for, Vertye is ſtil 
the Gift 'of God, but a Husband is often the 

fe of a Father, and ſometimes forced _ by 

im; and not choſen by her: And 1 will appeal 
tro all Men and Women-kind , if this be not 4 
great and real Truth, That a Wife's liking and 
loving a Husband, muſt depend' ſolely upon her 
owti free Choice,,and not upon her Father's Will ; 
She may, indeed, obey what pleaſes him, but 
ſhe cannot love but whit - ey het ſelf : Love 
is to be led, not drawn: , Vertue may make her 
a good Wife, but Love can only make her a fond 
one, and "Content a happy one. | | 

2 roy 'tis certain, That natural Hear till 
works ſtrong in all young Women's Tettt- 
per.; yet tis far from being certain, That Wo- 
men's-Love to'their Husbands, does ſtill work 
ſtrong in-all young Wives Minds ; for. tho? a 
brisk Heat {11 waits'on a' Woman's Conftitation, 
whilſt ſhe is a young Woman, yet a brisk Love 
to # Husband does not. Itilf artend a, Woman's 
Inclinations, whilſt ſhe's 4 yon Wife: And the 
reaſon of this is pain ' be a ,W 


1 of this is plain, becauſe © 2 IM eg 
man's Love and 1 bog, in, ty choite of x Hus- 
band,” only ſprings. from.” arid is hur” the' bare 

en” firſt Fancy 5 a 
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= nar, the leaſt mixture of good Reaſon, or 
/ true, Conſideration... in, its compoſure, but. was 
meerly to. gratify her, paſſionate, amorous Incli- 
nations; and- ſuch a, kind . of ,Lave,; or. rather 
Frenzy, is uſually but like a Fire of Straw, which 
tho” it. lights quick, and. burns fierce, . yet it-con- 
fumes ſoon; and this. cauſes r; Love- flame, 
to laſt no Jonger than. her Love-fancy, Which is 
uſually; but of a ſhort duration ,..as, well. of a 
yo” compolnig: But the natural, /Tempery of 
a young, healthful , Womans Capſlitution, 1 its 
Operation. may. be, of, long Continyance, and 
muſt laſt as long as, her;youthfp] Health do 
Whereas the. fickle Love to. the, Husband , of." the 
meer Fancy, - may poſlibly not. laſt ſa long as her 
Youth, or Health-ejtber. 
is,15 the Cayſe. that, many of the hot, fiery 
Dernes: Hrood of; young. Wives, -lqve_thcir . Huſ- 
bands more for the ans Be, 0 than the Man for 
the Husbands fake '; for the Man's part oft'n cre- 
ates Ple ore, but; the Husbands, part ofta. oc- 
calions Trouble, which makes many ofthe young || | 
Mettle ſort, of Wives, to' like well. enough cou- || 
pling-with. their Husbards by Night, who can; || 
not. Wi Caps, relifh their ſipgle, Gompany | by | 
day; for they can then entertain-t lves with || | 
ſivect Variety ; which. plainly demonſtrates what 
kind . of GR tak uch fort of; Wives Loye | 
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Miſtruſtiftg their Wives Carriage in the Manage- 
ment "of their (Chaſtity; only thus much 1 may 
ſafe tit," Phat there''muſt be great Care th- 
ken in tailing + or'falling this"Spring, ''thac muſt 
tart” rhis' Engine ; for ” over-Liberty, -or over- 
Watchfulneſs *#nd Reſtraint” of Hu$bands ' to 
Wives;/are of ſach darigerods Conſequences, that 
a'Failars' of. the exa& Proportions, ant -jult Mea- 
ſures of cither ſide, niay'prove of fatal *Conſe- 
quence. ' Therefore I -ſhall 'voaly*- ſay, "That a 
wiſe Hnshand ovght' to obſerve # moderate Care 
betweeri both theſe Extremicies; 'whictris the moſt 
diſcreet arid ſecure way ; and doubtleſs a politick 
Husband” ought ſo warily *anid*prudently to ſteer 
his Conrfe,” and ſoberly-and earefully ro manage 
his Carriage towards his Wife, as to'avoid/ſhew-- 
ing too great a Jealouſie of her, or granting too 
great a Liberty-to her,” ſt! the (firſt may make 
her what ſhe” ſhould not*hez and the ſecond 
cauſe her to/make him what he would not be: - 

- But *tis\more than time to beg your Pardon for 
having led your Thoughts as far as Jtaly, the Gat- 
den of the World, only: to 'ſhew and entertain 


' you with the” worſt Weet'in it, which 4s the 


Husbands 'of that Countrey's jealous arid hirba- 
rous Uſage of their Wives. --ſhall now conclude 
this Branch of my Diſcourſs'by only''adding; 
That -many! Vertuous Wives caviſe many'tH Di: 
ſoourſes, #nd- ſharp refleting Cenſures- on 'their- 
Reputation and good Name, by their being 'fo- 
vain, proud and foolithly "ifidiſereet;''as 'not to 
follow the/Faſhisns of their -Bettersz3' for Youbt- 
leſs ther&are - Rules and Meiſures- inthe Man- 
ners of” Dreſſes, as well/ as: other- Things, which 
Wonmien; by the Rules af Diſcretion and Decen- 
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cy, and the Orders, of Civil Society,.opght 10 
opſerve ,'and follow, , according /to-3he; genexal 
Preftice, that ſuch of gbeir own Quality, wear, 
and the Country they, live-in, uſe; angþe beſt 


and moſt vertuous Perſons they ae. Neighhonrs 
to, thoſe to. be Followers of, and to make.a ſtrift a 


Friendſhip with; for. men, commonly, judge 


Womens lacliaations, we ni thep -— 
Fhoice of , and cas 
There are another t ew Vertuous Wives, 


which..is. the laſt Sors.Lſball-ſpeak of, who, for 
all theix great Nartns: will yet make, a-hard ſhift 
but: they vill be ;ilſ-ralk'd of ; Theſe are a-nice, 
delicate, faveamiſh ſore of Yirtuous Wiyes,. who 
are, (or at leaſt woyld,.bave all think they be ) 
great Griticks, and fbpict Followers of - all the 
PunRilin's that belong to, andarg uſeful for the 
maintaining a pare. and clear Reputation in this 
World, {@ as to wes and /preſerve a highand 
yertuous Eſteem of ail. Perſons, fancying they 

juſtly, merit all Mens, Praiſes, and no-anes Cen- 


ang having ſuch nice. and curious Palates, in 


poznt -of- gagd Reputation, as they 1cannot in- 
dyre the Scandal of allowing a Gallant; but yet 
Pho as the ſame time, ſaffer the publick Cen- 
ure: of Entertaining a He-Friend, as; a dear, in- 
DIE. andiconant )Gompapion z and hope the 
d Name of Friend,, will ſmother the bad-one 
Gallant. lad Indeed -the -Neme of Friend,” may 
== a$-a/Blind againſt a Wives. own Fears, but 
& £3090. prove ;a+ Defence / againſt others 
Tongues! ' So; vide and cenſarious i is our -preſent 


. Women, au$o18; very; Satyricel; 7 asThey, 


enter: 


a196k of. nx, young. Mens; Diſcourſes of 
WO ApIFrNG hs Mep/agd Womens en- 
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entertaining one; another, to be, but, Courtſhip, 
tha: favors mor mary hs pure, .# Argucgcrd 'than rag 
Platonick Eric ſhip 3,-.and 1..can. too gruly ſay, 
before hanſom W omen, can. make all young eo 
Courtfhip- to paſs for, true Friendſhi ſip, 
weed:ont of this Country all the-buke, Lon, 
il)-aatar'd Cenſures .in-it; who ſnateh up any Pre« 
tenſions to - worry. and devour» a; Womans ,Re» 
putation ; for they will tell you,. That, the pure 
ſtare of Innocency was never but, in one Woman, 
which was the firſt. of her Sex,;and. will. be the 
laſt of that Kind 3 And as: it, begug/ ſoon, ſo. it 
laſted inor long; for it left her,\before ſhe lefe 
the World. Now. it may be argued, That if 
the Natare of the Mother of all Women-kind, 
when ſhe was in perfe&t Soundneſs and Strength, 
would then yield to ,an Enemy in Paradiſe, what 
may. be now expettegl from her TR in this 
wicked World,, and vicious Age? .If a Woman 
could ſtumble then.in a pure. Light, why. ſhould 
any wander that many Women ſho s fall now, 
in this our Age of, Sin, and Darknel And if a 
Woman could not; defend. her. {elf againſt, one: 
Tempter then, why may not many Women yield 
to divers Tempters now, that: there are near, as, 
many. young Men that are Seducers, as there are. 
young Women That are hanſom? Eſpecially con- 
ſidering /in what, a ſuperlative Degree, Vice, Va- 
nity; and. Idlenefs; polleſſes malt. ,of them ; and 
that our Vain Ladigs Love. to their Gallants, i 45 
now 2s ny mugh, in Lhſe,, as & hs ; Beauty is In 
Eſteem; and ſtrict Rjety. out, of prafice. 


And: if when there was but one Man, and one 
Woman.in all, the World, io that ſweet Variety, 


could not, be then in Siſhion ; ; yet all know, That 
one. 
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offe 'Worndn® could nov thi ky rue t6 that ors 


Min, byt Ui deceive him?" 5 hoe deeenving- 
fake; for thecorld not ther 14ve” on Mawfor 
ahother, "Which i IS now grown” a common Wo- 
Sth Pracee: » "Therefore it * may belarpued, 
Flat 'by the Cathe Rule in4-- Parity of Reaſon, 


| TH: as 7s Woman did Yeceive'the oh6:1Man, 


the "was iff Paradiſe, {fo may many Wives 
now deceive many 'Hnsbands, \'whitft they 'are 
here'our Fun it © for as there fre plenty of: Eve's 
Divghte that” Rillretain' the q niche of their 
oh ther; {other will be &fer plenty. of Adam's 
IS chat will "tilt retiin hack olly 7of their Fa- 
ther, and <e nt by 'their"'Wives ; - which is 
a wb br r ha iſtemper” thars'now grown ſo 
mon and©infe&tious; 25" Xis" like! the Plagne 
thi "Teign'd' { vverſul iy” in *Egypr, as it over- 
= 4 the whole Land.” *Aha- FF2 onr moſt Learn- 
Doors are ſo'very"werk and ignorant in the 
i ire of preſc a Rehiedy'for this Diſtem- 
per to. FAN as they enndt To' much as*com- 
poſt an” Ankle 6 *pdinftbir' for themſelves, tho” 
ter Bevan joyn in SEalbiegon | 
nd as the WErl8 3 is now inote- increaſed: jn 
Men and Women, & *ris- #MS in Sins and: Viees, 
ku NS a thoufan@ Aﬀts, Cheats' and Al- 
ents ro decoy Men with, which were \not 
rh then; 't "commonly | praQifed *!now. 
Tketefore' It ws men; - -not-hly of the vain mo- 
dilb* Brood;” bit of the-niolt * *yertuons and- pions 
Kin, are 'Duty/oblig "#6 make 'it their con- 
ſtant Endeavours, and Fekityi Piwyers to tie-Al- 
hat hewwillptcaſets'refair the Defedts 
ele B Earth liebe, by® the *Suppliesof'' his 
Hearvoly Gt that the! Serenpth' of this 13trer 
may 
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May conquer the} Weakneſs.of the! former ; and 
"that,cas, they: are-by, Naturefrail,and-inclin'dits 
do.what's ill, ſo-they may, through:Gods: Mercy 
love. to: practiſe what's Good,! and/-to ſhakei off 
the wanton'and.-yicipus, Inclinations ofthe: Fleſh; 
to Pu. 00 the; heavenly —_—_ :of , the Holy 
Spirit, which will certainly make a Woman lone 
God, and keep, his-Commandments.;) which will 
give, her.a happy:Gontent of Mind, whilſt ſhe lives; 
and-a-bleſſed , Peace of: Conſcience when ſhe comet 
to.dice-.,, And; 4; am Tore neithes: a; vain Life,'nor 
a Fop.af a Gallant, cam ever-bring/either. |: 5. 
lt may be 'ffaxther ask'd, Where :is the-great 
Difference: between, a meer-Beattty:Leover. :and A 
meer Gallant's Friendſhip, -whtn:tis- 'only:: 
Womans Beauty that creates; and:; maintains the 
Gallant's Love, and: ;his-- falſe--fubtih Craft -thar 
nick; names . his: meer Yenus-Love, by miſcalling 
it.r6al ;Friendſhipi? And as many vertuous Wives 
deceive, and flateer themſelves; in; the Title of 
their; Loyers;, » by; Falling their | Gallants thei 
Friends; ſo many Wipmen afecozen'd in the Na+ 
ture and. Meaſures of their Love: They'll tel! yous 
and with reaſgn. 400,;;( a thing pot; Very : common 
among, Women ); Fhat, 'tis .1mmodeſt and 4{cagy 
dalous for a Wife to admit a- Men to-make-Loye 
3nd publick Coprtfhip- to. her-:: Put; they'l tell 
you .'at the ſame time, That'a Wife {is not heynd: 
totakenotice a-Man makes Love-to; her, til he 
tels ber ſo;. which,: in- my, Opinion; cis a-very- 
&n{lefs fancy, ſince that makes the-fault.of a mar- 
ried Womens admitting aMans waking love to hers: 
nog to; conſilt, igher receivingit;from/him, but-in- 
his telling-it.to her-5,906 4n hex, ſaffexing him to do 
1t4--bat. in his acqueinting her, thathe do's Mel! xc 
ure 
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- Sure that ' Wonten's 7 Judgment mift be-ver 
dull, and her Eye-ſight very dint, that can be ſo 
groſly miſtaken, ' as to fungy « Man's making love 
to-her, is '-not'ts be taken notice of; by ſeeing it 
her ſelf, bor by her hearing it" from Him ; when 
tis moſt certain,” that the Eye is a thuch quicker 
and furer Witneſs than the Ear jas may beobſery'd 
io firing « Garifion,- the' Flame” of the- Powder 
cories- to the: Eye before the Noiſe! of the Gur 
do*%;to the Bar and that Womarmuſt be ſtringe- 
by-cull, that” cannot: diſcerh 'a man's amorous 

Locks, and paſſionate Ations, and Carriage 'to- 
wards her,'that he'ts in love (or at leaſt pretends 
it by aQting-as/If he: were ) withont his down- 
rig ht/telting her he's. . _ | 
A Womais may poſſibly hear, and yet not be- 
lieyve what ſhears; but *tis impoſſible ſhe can 
plainly'ſee, and not believe what ſhe plainly ſees; 
for 'eing'is 'believing 5 and if we ſhould deny 
Siplit ro be a ſafficient credible Witneſs, we muſt 
by it deny the Foundation 6f all' Chriſtian' Reli- 
gion; for the Apoſtles ſeeing our Bleſſed Savi- 
onr's Miracles that he did in his Life-time; and 
both ſeeing of him; and convetfing with him, af- 
ter be was riſen from the dead,” is the grearSecn- 
rity we have that he is fo. 

F grant *tis' not in a Wives Power to hinder 
Man from liking, loving, 'and eſteeming' her ; 
but fare *ris in'any Wives! Power to avoid' re- 
ceiving, or at leaſt coontenaricing' a Marys pri- 
vate Viſits, and entertainirig his publick Court» 
ſip. © And really-it cannor” poſſibly enter "11to. 
my Belief, how a" Womary that's certainly' af- 

'd: that Meh3[Maty loves her © paſſionately well 
on the acconm'of Her Beauty; afid who- confirms: 
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itn all his, Words and Actions, (20d. by bis high, 
Concerns for her, and.abundantCourtibip. to her, 
which ſhe receives with great Kindnefs,. Freedom, 
and SatisfaRion,, ſeeming to; be 3 aply. con- 
fixm'd of his- great and peſſianate-Love, and that. 
ſhe cannot but. be aſſur'd, that he knows ſhe apical 
ſo; much 3 and, yet, that I muſk believe at the, y' 
ſams time, that_ ſho can be; ſa; very! fierce, 
barbaroully ill-natar'd, as if that Man, ſhe Lone, 
ſa highly loves her, ould ye; dare 19 tell her, he 
do's. ſo, ſhe ſhonld from thet.mqoment ſhyn him, 
and  forſake bin: This, -L confeſs, ſeems to, me 
ſych a Paradox-in Love, and.iy 10 extravagant, 
ſo extraordinary, and fo highly impratticable, as 
"tis much fitter for-all Meng Wonder, than any 
ſober Man's Belief. 

Thergforn let fuch wild. Romantick humourd 
Ladies fay what, they willz. jam fure all Ver» 
ruoys Women are to canligen, as they ought, 
which is, That few young Men make Love to a 
Woman ( I mean upon meer, Beauty-account ) 
bur 'on this ſcore, that either he: fancies ſhe likes 
him, and ſo is inclin'd tobe civil, if not kind to 
him, or: he has ſome hope, that in time ſhe will 
be both ; or elſe he muſt, be.a great Fool, cagerly 
to ſtrive-for that: he never expects to obtain, and 
fiercely to befiege thay Place be never hopes to 
take; and fo might as wiſely. build in the Regi- 
ons of the Air, or employ his time in weighing 
of Flames, or- taaking; his tndy to. anſwer Slo- 
mon's Queſtion, What Profit. hath he that laboureth- 
for the Wind? | am ſure, if: he thinks there may 
be forme, Solomon thought there was none, 

Really, I have often entertain'd my, ſelf- with 
the Thoughts of what a Rrange Brood. of Lovers 

Our 
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dat fexrt Age WAll fotuce; confidering the Tein- 
per'of our preFeriri ic" | 
Iv9Hthive hid tit )- hand for* Womens Pride, 
Vihity} 1dlenels #nd' Ineonſtafilt 

(pd werfull{)-aKEFOpt=RUNEd Bp 1thenl $v both. 
BUOG" Is not” i& more 6 | 
nEbiochery of ter" Gallants 7=anl" how! Evte?: 
Iafs and: Religious a Brood, Vite;5fdlenefss and 
Vity will prodiice, the next AFE will beable to 
w-y6n more; if poſlible; that this” I'm""fore 
in" Mis"tis become:citmmmon' tC id dtimott! fird 
mitaral ) forims[t 6f air hahdſonr Women to be 
mbre” inclin”a to vice than Vertue;) and for our 
young Men-to' be: readier ro ſpeaKil1 than” wen 
of them, 'and'to be-more apt focredit all malici- 
ous Reports, than to ſearch into any real Truths; 
th believe what: Men ſay, thanto/ exaihine what 
Women do, and' whar 'CharaGter they juſtly” 'ge- 
ſeive. And if in their L6ve:rRafmmbles; and Beaury- 


ChateThey meet with & hand ſom' Woman! that's 


teuſf©vertnons *( which is a kind! of / Rarity) 
they 'uſtically avoid her, becauſe ſhe" fo';' arid "if 
rhey light on a hand fom Woman-that is unvirtuous 
C which is far from! beitig'a Rarity Y' they deſpiſe! 


her'for being fuck 57 manly of 'our young Gallanrs' 
being-grown ſuch 'fabtile' Logicians' In thePoli- 


ris of making love,” as to fort ts themſelves: 
this 'ranner of argnines, That: a' handfom Wo-- 
man ther can be perfwaded to becoinetoo kind to 
one Mar, -may-by' the fime- Rule: of Folly /and 
Witneſs, be perfwaded to'growitoo:common 
to'many. - And'as a virtuous Woman fil! carries 
in her mind the agteeable'SatisfsAfon of doing 
what 7:2 ought to 'do;- ſoan unvirtuous Woman 
often carries in her Body the fad Eff5''for doing: 
| EET 


v6fie, in-whith"mibiy! (4:thiik 
ye reign ih Ther. 
&ihmon,exeept the: 
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what ſhe ought not to have done; which great illia 


ſome Women, 0 rope peaſio ns ſome goed in ma- 
ny Men, by terr m from atting that com- 
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for manyof our Gal 


m 
not fear the,Sin of the be. yet the = rs 
Sting ofthe Diſeaſe 3" the Pain” of't 
tho notthice Torment of the Sout Ae me 
\Fo-conclude ina word;' The preſtny modiſh 
ſaperficial-Love'of moſt of the fine young Gallants 
to their Miſtreſles, 1$; become. like. Dux. preſent 
Coin, which either is.ſo falſe, or ſo-clipt,as there 
remains little of its outward Size, or inward Va- 
lue.. So moſt of our young Gallants proecaded 
Love to their preſent MiifreMes 3 is fo falGhed and 
debaſed by their brutiſhEuſt, and 'vitvirttvitsDe- 
ſigns, as they only cry up Women for their Beau- 
ty, not Goodneſs z moſt of them praiſigg the lat- 
ter, but in hopes to enjoy the former 3 rl ve 
loing their Miltreſſes:Bodies more than << r Souls 
or indeed their own either, Therefore A Young, 
Gallants ſwearing to his Miſtreſs that Heloves ber 
as well as. his own. Soul, tho” it be a Compliment” 
that ſounds great, yet. in effe& 'tis an” Expreſſion 
thak means little, becauſe he loves. his own Soul 
0. * . 
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Q. era Begngy-Lowe.y, and, of ſane, of the 


_ vile: Mrthy! and mithed Deceity many. of our 
1; Faung: 'Gollants nſetmrutme 4 heig [- 
”\ Roepararion ; "avider' a falfe' Pretencei of  t4ue 
' Fitndlſp ip; and” off the great Folly of fuck 
"Latter who delight in Cenſuring others, 


: they fancy they da not deſerve it ;. with [ome 
ſeſad. Advices. there 


.to the Reader, that he will. pleaſe. ro believe 

1s great Truth, That tis far from my Opinion 
to think there can hardly bea pure, virtuons'and 
innocent. Friendſhip between a beautiful young 
Woman, ,and a handſomt young Man, except 
rounded upon a Marriage-account; ora near Re- 
fation-ſcore ; for tho" 1 confeſs 1 eſteem atry other, 
ſome a-kin to a Rarity, yet | am far from belie- 
ving it an Impoſlibility ; tho? 1 look on meer 
Beauty-Friendſhip to be very fickle and undurable 
in moſt, becauſe it ſeldom laſteth longer than the 
Womans Beauty that createth it. But where a 
Friendſhip is juſtly grounded, well ſuited, and 
vertuouſly fixed, between a Man and a Woman, 
ſach a Friendſhip 1s certainly one of the greateſt, 
and moſt laſting SatisfaQions of this Life, ſince it 
may 


I by: begin'this Diſcourſe with my Befre to 


| bur light att others Corfaring them, becauſe - 
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may. and.in ſome do's laſt, as long as life it ſelf, 
and.is t 
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ph ſc ort of overs would take- into 

Fan bf rious. Conſideration, where” s the real Sa- 

tisfacti iy 4 Gallant" can any way Pfopoſe to him- 


ny t 0 gazing on' bis Miſtreffes Beauti- 
ft Nav eat ge It can be but a'momenta- 


*: © ag War ure, a thing next to nothing, 'and as 
Vit Tltgs "- tis, ain 7 ob bh ſo ſlight and 
1a tion is meer *Beanty built of, it 
we w only a fine” PAs t butniſh%d/Chay, 
angle Wi 7 ure white a9d red,” which” by 
any of, 0 file Ladies" now 2-days; is' oftner 
bow ght, wit off Money, than given them by Nature ; 
and but, unmask the Skin of one of their Faces, 
whether, her Beauty's: bobtght of given, "ayd/rwill 
certainly. at. firſt ſight. proye loathſom' to ones 
Eyes, and in a. very little tirie noif6hy to the 
Smell, being only fit for naſty Worms, not fine 


Gallants, 
Next let us ſuppoſe that an amoufons young 


Gallant. ſhould be {0 gent and fancically 


happy, as by. the Expence of much time; Many 
Oaths, and the Triat” of a” Thoufand'coftly Ef- 
ſays, PE Jin not oxly her free leave to behold her 
beautiful ,Face, bur ro enjoy her beautiful/Perſon. 
In.the firſt place tis molt certain; That #Bemity- 
chaſe after 2. Ninth Face; Is but like a {Fox hunt- 
ing Recreation, which tho? you follow never 0 
eagerly, yet the pleaſure lirs only in the'purſvit, 
not in the taking of the .Game,* Next;-I ſhall 
deſire the young Gallant toballance with the Ples- 
ſures he enjoys, the many Troubles he-rfinft* ſuf- 


fer..by the ſeveral Feats, Doubts, Jealouſies and 
Vex- 
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vexatious Diſappointments .he muſt Tencounter. 
in the keeping and ſecnring his. new. Conquelt ; 
and-ſure.there needs. no ſtranger an Argument 
to prave -both- the uncertainty and difficulty of 
keeping his, Miſtreſs conſtant [to hjmFelt, chan the 
ealinels: he found in | ale adn | to. prove 1n- 
conſtant to another; for;on.the lame ſcore that ſhe 
left, another for him, ſhe may leave him. for ; ano- 
ther. Next I ſhall delire this Beauty»Lover but, to 
look-into common Experience, and twill tell 
him; That as he will. centainly be ſoon; cloy'd 
with her. Face, ſo be will be ſoon weary of her 
Body, ſince he loves the laſt, but for the firſt ;and 
ſure yo Man, can be fo ignorant in our wiſe, amo- 
rous and Romantick Age, as: not to. know that 
ſweet Variety is now all in-faſhion, and that Loye, 
like Beauty, cannot always laſt, becauſe great Beau- 
ty-it ſelf never did,” nor rever can :, And tho? 
moſt of ourfine, modiſh Ladies are, as to the Gal- 
Jantry- of having a Gallant very conſtant, yet as 
to'the-perſon of one Gallapt, moſt of them are 
very>inconſtant and changeable, becanſe one ſuits 
not with: ſweet Variety; which is now become the 
common Mode, . great, Delight, and uſual Practice 
of moſt young Gallants and their Miſtreſles. 
:::Now laſt-of all, and-igdeed what's work, and 
molt ſtrange of all, let us ſuppoſe that our young 
Gallant's -Miſtreſs ſhould: chance. to prove ver- 
twous ( which indeed is a chance ) and-is fully and 
unalterably . reſolv*d to continue ſtitl ſoz then 
-miſt/ our hot, fierce, fiery Lover's eager deſire af- 
er the enjoying her, ; render his enflamed Heart, 
to-behere 0n earth, as Djves his Soul was in Hell, 
-tormented-with. aThirſt, never to be quenched ; 
'thatis, whilſt her Beauty. lives, or till his Love 
dzeigahau _ Dz2 _ 
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dies ; and indeed, the beſt of it "is, both are" ifhor- 
ay, and" neither lon -1vd:+ In a word, Jf' we 
ſeriouſly ſearch into the true Nature, afid/con- 
mon FeQs that meer Beauty-Love-uſudlly pro- 
dutes, we Thall find *tis ordinarily accompanied 
with 'great Fears, conſtant Jealouſies, and*6aily 
vexatious Diſappointments, which” this" ſort of 
Beauty-Love is uſually attended on, ' tormented 
with, and commonly<xpires in.  / , 
| Ard truly, Reader, *tis only this ſort of nojſom 
Venuw-Love, and meer Beauty-Friendſhip that I'ex- 
claim! againſt, having, as"I Taid' before," no mix. 
tore of Marriage-deſigh,-- Family-Obligation , 
wel-grounded Friendſhip, -or ſo much of Kin- 
dred.pretence, as that of 'a Welſh Conſin,/'to ſhel- 
ter and countenance' their long Viſits, andgreat 
Familiarity : But many Women fancy that *the 
vertuons Name of Friendſhip excuſe the ſcan- 
dalons one of Gallant, ' never refleting/on'the 
vaſt difference there is in the- Carriage between a 
true pure Platonick Lover, and a meer" Beatity- 
Gallant*s Friendſhip towards the Woman they 
pretetid” 2 real kindneFs to, *and a concern? for, 
lince he that's a Woman's true Friend indeed, muſt 
make it his main Buſineſs and great/Cate ſo to or- 
der aft his Looks, Words and' Attions that any 
way relatetothat Woman he pretends and vows 
a true and'vertuous Friendſhip for, as to: avoid 
giving all'Perſons theleaſt Occaſion or' 'Umbrage 
to ſuſpect he has any Deſign to be: eſteem'd her 
Beauty-admirer, or pretended Gallant, which-is 
a Title, a real Friend,” on the account'of his true 
Friendſhip, onght as* mach to avoid, as atruly 
vertupns VVoman, 'on feore of ' her gbod! Re- 
*putation, ought truly ro deteſt , fince ?ris'ran 
undeniable 
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undhiable truth, That no'Man can heartily' loves 
a Womans Perſon ,- that 'does not truly love, 
and” heartily endeavour! to preſerve - 'her good 
Name; and 'make her Honour'part of his own. 
Nay, Tam'farther of opinion;'that no: Man does 
love a Woman as a real perfeQ- Friend; that does 
not love her Repuration' as 'much as if ſhe were 
his real Wife, that is, to be a true Partner; and 
joint=ſharer, in her good and bad Fame: Where- 
as on the contrary, a meer amorous Gallant, 
isa Friend toa Woman meerly becauſe ſhe*s hand- 
ſom, and only loves her, becauſe her Beauty likes 
him, and ſoisa concern'd party, only as 'to her 
good or bad look's, not her bad and good adti- 
ons ; therefore he uſes all his Arts, and employs 
all his $kill and endeavours, to accompliſh his 
wicked ends on her, he ſo eagerly Courts; and 
if her Piety and Virtue is ſo great as ſhe will not 
ſuffer him to enjoy her, yet his wicked deſign 
is ſo vile, as to ſtrive to make all Men believe he 
does it. ) 

In a word, this is the great difference between 
a true Friend, and a Fop Gallant, the firſt makes 
it his real defign and hearty concern, to pre» 
ſerve her Reputation z whereas the ' Amorous 
Gallant, makes it his grand buſineſs and' ſole 
aim to deſtroy it : But moſt Ladies are ſo vain 
(I had almoſt ſaid fooliſh) as to fancy they can 
defend themſelves againſt all ſcandalous refleQi- 
ons on their Reputation by the great Strength 
of their Wit ; bur really the ſtrength of ſach 
vain Wit, ſprings often but from the Weakneſs 
of their Judgment ; therefore I ſhall Caution that 
Weman' who depend fo much on the- greatneſs 
of her own Wit, to beware of two things 5 
D 3 —o_ the 
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the-fidſty is, Not to rely too. much. on .her, own 
Wit: The ſecond, -not to depend too .much,on 
her Gallants Oaths ; leſt: both-fail her: For indeed 
"tis very cofnmon for young Women to have a bet- 
ter opinion of their:own Wiz than they ought, and 
to place a greater confidence in their LoversQaths 
than they ſhould, and ſo run into a-double Error, 
by truſting their own. Wit too much, + and by 

miſtruſting- their Gallants Oaths too little. .. 

Truly 1 bave often obſery'd , that many a 
young motleſt and baſhful Woman - when | ber 
Lover makes the firſt approaches, as to the 
beſieging and gaining of her Heart , behaves 
her ſelf as many: {young Soldiers do at. their 
firſt 'coming to the: Siege of a Town ; they 
are then fearful and cantious of all Shots 
made towards them, leſt they ſhould wound or 
kill them ; but after the Siege hath continued 
ſome time, and they areaccultomed to hear the 
Bullets. fly: about their: Ears,. and to fee Men 
fall dead at their Feet, tho” their danger is 
fall as:great at laP, as at firſt coming, yet the 
Cuſtom 'lefſens their Fears, tho? not their Dan- 
ger 3 and:; thoſe Shots, which at the begin- 
ning of. the Siege, they ſhun'd out of dif- 
cretion,. they afterwards flight through long 
Cuſtom, Indeed 'tis much alike with many a 
modeſt and baſhful young Maid, when her Lover 
makes his firſt approaches to the belieging and 
gaining; her Hearr ; at./the beginning of the Siege, 
ſhe's yery wary.and fearfal, bluſhing at every 
Praiſe her/Lover ſhates' at ber, or Compliment he 
makes to her, leſt :he ſhould wound or deſtroy 
her:good-Reputation 3.;byt afrer ſhe has allowed 
her Gallants Siege for ſome time, and ſhes ac- 
cuſtomed 


: we _;+&£ rin Gf fot} * 


— wy __ 


and D EF: S$yC OUR SHE S$. 39 
coltortied:'to-: heat 1iq- frequens | Compliments, 
abd Volliey of 'Oaths /jo:her Praiſes, ;$0+lp com- 
monly'about her 'Ears,7as, they- grow, ; mare uſual 
t6' lier, :{o ſhe grows-:]ebs ;fearfulof. them, rd 
they vire not the leſs, dangerqus for being, the 
trore! common, and +the-more they are truſted, 
the-cthore they betzay 3. for all know, a falſe re- 
lied: oty/Friendy is: worſe-than a-declar? 11 Enemy 3 
for-:the-firſt you-lie; open; to, the other you arm 
our:-- ſelf againſt; - When I ſpe a young Gallant 


highly prailing,! and eagerly courting his;/Miſtreſs 


(1 ſill except Marriage) - and- that.ſhe ſeems 
much delighted in hearing -his extrayagant Ro- 
mantick Praiſes of ther great Beanty.;and high 
Perfe&ions, it: puts me- in mind of a: ſtory ig 
e/Eſop's Fables, of @ Foxithat ſaw a; Raven upon 
a Tree, with a Bit in bis Mouth, which the Fox 
had" a longing delire to-get, which, . put him a 
thinking and caſting about what way he might 
Cheat the Raven of It; at laſt he concluded, 

there was no better. nor more .. likely way, than 
to praiſe him out "of it 4 'and therefore he told 
the Raves, he was 4a molt excellent Bird, and 
fell upon extolling and praiſing the gracefulneſs 
of his Perſon, the beauty of his Feathers, [his 
admirable gift 1g Augury ;z and now,” ſays the 
Fox, if you had but a. Voice anſwerable to all 
your other excellent Qualities, the whole Warld 
conld not ſhew ſuch another famous Creature : 
Theſe high Praiſes, and Nauſeous Flatteries, ſo 
tranſported the - Ravey, as it preſently ſet him 
upon opening his -Month to try ' to Sing , 
and in that Efſay he dropt-. the., Foxe*s deſired 


-Bir, which | he preſently run away; with,., and 


bid the Raven - to: remember, tho? he "extol- 
D 4 led 
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led his Bthiſty, yer he'chmmended not his Brains, 


© Indeed?tis* mach alike; thatof a yoithg/Gal- 
lants <oorting his Miſtreſs 'and his over-magni- 
fying and extolling her*Beaury z uſually all, the 
deſign ffs freat Courtſhip aims at, is only +for 
the defired Bit' of ' Enjoyment 3 which» he:.ng 
ſooner obtains} but he preſently quits: his Fond» 
neſs for her, "and: Courtſhip/ to' her , and: runs 
away in the purſuit of forte new 'freſh! -Conquelt ; 
and in effe@, fays the fame to the Woman, as 
the Fox did to the - Raven;;' tho?: he 'did commend 
her Beanty; he did not praiſe her Wit, but now 
LavghF#ar her'Folly to be- fo deceived: ! 

The Moral -of this Story is, -Thatia Woman 
that can be Ib vainly fooliſh as to be brought to 
believe ſhe is, what (indeed ſhe is-not, may pol- 
fibly, by: the ſame Rule of Folly, be perſwaded 
to do what ſhe 'ovght not todo; and to admit 
her Gallant to Stuff 'her Mind -ſo full of - the 
Praiſes -of her Beauty, as'ſhe has no room left, 
or time 'to ſpare, to think of Countermining her 
Gallants Plots againſt her Virtue and Reputatt- 
on; for'as many Lights blind "the fight, ſo ma- 
'ny Praifes' dim the' Eyes of many Womens Un- 
derſtanding- and Conſideration ; and whilſt her 
Gallant Swears ſhe's: the- Poſſeſor of 'numbers of 
Virtues and” PerfeQtions 4, -ſhe ought never to 
claim ; ſhe-negleQs her Chaſtity, which ſhe ought 
ever to keep, (leaving the ſubſtance bf pure Vir- 
tue for the ſhadow ot vain Praiſes. | 

Now FT have done the-'Story of the Craft of 
the Fonr-legped Fox, I 'ſhall begin to name the 
Folly of many fine handſom Ladies, that ſuffer 
'themfelves to be cheated by the vile Arts of ano- 
ther- ſort of Two legged* Foxes, which the _ 

Ca 


Crafty, altogether , as 
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call Gallons ; but, moſt of the. Ladies that en-.. 
terrain them, eſteeming, the name of Gallant too 
courſe : and ſcandalous, call them (or rather mis- 
call-chemY their Friends:,I wiſh 1,could ay they 
were,-by the Ladies, more known than truſted; 
but/indeed. they are truſted; [becauſe not known. 

This fort of Two-kegged: Foxes, are full as 

reacherous, and abun- 
_—_ more Mischievous than; the; Four-legged 
Foxes; becauſe-theſe only worry ..the _ Bodies' of 
poor ſmall inconfiderable_ Creatures, meerly to 
fatisfy their Hunger 3 bur. theſe. Two. legged 
Foxes, called Gallant, often rot their Miſtrelles 
Bodies, and ſometimes damn their Souls for ever; 
only to ſatisfy their preſent Luſt. 

I ſhall now; a little glanſe my Diſcourſe or 
theſe Gallants uſual way- of advancing their Ap- 
proaches towards the gaining, their Miſtreſſes 
favour and eſteem, that is, the liberty to ruin 
their Reputationz for tho? moſt of our young 
Gallants aregrown too crafty and, well-bred, to 
tell them in, plain down-right Engliſh, That 
their aim is to debauch and make them their 
Miſſes ; yet moſt of their deſigns and endeavours 
are ſuch, whatſoever they ſay or ſwear to the 
contrary ; and. therefore they uſe many Strata» 
gems, and put on ſeveral Diſguiſes, that if one 
fail, another may take, garniſhing all their Diſ- 
courſes with great Oaths of a moſt paſſionate 
and moſt undecaying Friendſhip and Reality, 
and many ſuch like Lovers Canting Expreſſions, 
which uſually are as, conſtant to one Womans 
Beauty, as the Wind is conſtant to one Point of 
the Compaſs; and indeed, both are ſo Waver- 
ing and inconſtagt, as is able to make a ſober 

uncon- 
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uniconcerned 'perfon', to fwell-as much with 


Laughter, 25 the T:dies' Gallant does With Love; 


to obſerve whzt kt ts he uſes, "what Stratagems 
he prattiſes, what ' Pains he"/takes;' 'what- Oaths 
he makes, nay, what” Oaths he breaks, 'to make 
his Miſtreſs belteve "him, what perhaps he is not, 
( for indeed*” few. Gallants are) 'feal;” conſtant, 
and virtnous* Lovers ;' for moſt 'of their Lbve- 
Oaths are not*the true 1ſſne of'a pious, - well- 
meaning, and unalterable AﬀeRion; but' meerly 
the amorous, and flaſhy effets' of 4 lnſtful "vio- 
leat Paſſion *which' they uſe to ſcrew themſelves 
up into their Miſftreſſes Favour ; which the better 
to obtain, they cry her up for the' heſt Woman 
and trueſt Friend in the whole Werld ; That 
her beauty is charming, her Carriage Civil and 
obliging, her Converſe moſt agreeable, her Wit 
quick, her Motions taking, which make all that 
fee her admire and praiſe her, - and all that know 
her, love and eſteem her; in''a word, ſhes 
Miſtreſs of all the Perfeftions of all Kinds, De- 
_ grees and Qualities, that belong to the compleat- 
ment of the moſt perfe® of her Sex ; which makes 
her Gallant Swear, He is fo far from being able 
ſingly to expreſs all her Merits,' as "tis not in 
the power of all the greateſt Wits in the World 
together to extrat our of the 24 Letters ſo. many 
Praiſes as her Merits juſtly claim and truly de- 
Terve. Now' her Lover hath-told her what ſhe 
now 1s ; his next part is to Swear'to her what 
henow is, and ever ' will be, in all his Pretences 
and Addreſſes to her, which is, that they ſhall be 
all ever pure, innocent and uinbyagd, free from 
all Self-intereſt and ilt Defrgns, or ſo much as 
any unhandſ{om Thonghts ,; and fo takes vpon 
him 
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kim whether The Fl a 60, or @ Teall The knows 


not. why,, the officious, office of ſerving, herin all 


C 
her- concerns, that is, by af: ; for he 
deligns they two ſhall, be all oge., This part I 
believe he. means really ; but for that of his.con- 
ſtant Love,. and unalterable. Friendſhip, tho? he 
Swears to Its. Truth a thouſand times, yet as to 
that, 1 fancy he only deals with his. Miſtreſs, as 
a Cheat does with a Merchant, that; is Fool 
enough to truſt him ; he promiſes him any thing, 
becauſe -he reſolves to perform nothing ; and 
defies th: Ware: he takes to be ſo bad, as the 
Payment he means to make. So theſe ſort of 
Beauty-admirers, love in effe&t- but after this 
rate, Vowing to his preſent Miſtreſs, tho? he 
knows ſhe hath crowds of Adorers, yet none of” 
them are to be compared to- him ; for he loves 
her not only above the World, but he love the 
World only. for her ; Swearing to her, That 
what ſhe diſlikes, he hates; what ſhe loves, he 
is fond of ; and that her Will is his Will inall 
thingsz he being to her juſt like Clay in the Pot- 
ters Hand, which ſhe may Work into what ſhape 
ſhe pleaſes : Theſe are his ordinary Proteſtations 
(1 do not fay real Meanings) and is the common 
Prelude to the Tune of his making love (or ra- 
ther practiſing deceit) ſince ufually all his large 
repeated Oaths only aim to make his Miſtreſs 
to him, as a Wite is to a Husband ; which is, 
That they two ſhould be but one Fleſh, (Marriage 
ſtill excepted, for he will be 'to her Beauty, on- 
ly a Tenent at Will, not for Life; ) and in or- 
der hereunto, he ventures telling his Miſtreſs, 
That the Tye of Friendſhip 1s much more natu- 
ral and agreeable, than the dull heavy _— 
| O 
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of Matrimony ; for the ficſt is thade wholly and 
and foly by the Womans own voluntary* choice, 


the" 6ther  vſnally by the' advice and © perſuaſion ({ 


of" Friends 3 nay ,, 'often by the” terrible and 
powerful-awe and threatnings of Parents and 
fire fuch-a Match as is made up by fear 'or force, 
and noLove nor liking, a Wife cannot but eſteem 
fack* a Husband, to be rather a Trouble to he 
Days, *thanti' a. Comfort to her Life. -. Fox, 

-- And now I-name' Marriage , give me leave 
by the .by to tell you, in a word,” my Opinion 
and Obſervation on Heireſſes of great Eſtates, 
That they are generally more unfortunately mar- 
ried than other Women that have but ſmall For- 
tunes; becanſe rich Heireſſes, are 'commonly 
fold by their Guardians, or betray'd by their 
Kinfmen or Favorite Waiting-Woman 3; tor 'tis 
a fatal conſequence that uſually ' attends great 
Heireſles, that becauſe they have zreater Fortunes 
than they really need, they muſt have lefs con- 
rent, than they trnly want, and muſtenjoy lit- 
the Comfort, becauſe they poſſeſs much Riches. 
And as many Heireſles are render'd- unfortunate 
by having very large Fortunes, ſo many young 
Women ſuffer many fowl Cenſures for having 
a large proportion of Beauty; whilſt other 
Women, that are very far from being handſom, 
live 'very far from Scandals, tho* perhaps not 
free from deſerving them. 

And now Reader, 1 have mention'd a few of 
the many Arts and deceitful words, yonng Gal- 
Jants uſe to deceive their Miſtreſſes with ; give 
me leave but only to name a few of the ordina- 
ry excuſes or rather juſtifications, divers of their 
Miltreſſes ( tho perhaps other Mens Wives) 

alledg 


onick Love and Friendſhip defign?d by her, and 
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iedg' in their: cown "Defence and Juſtification, 


' Bind! with them: ſeem. fully: ſatisfied , tho? their: 


ftiends and Relations are: far from being ſa, £6 
whom they. owe a reſpect | and_ ought: to Have 
1concern for; "tho? they- receive no-i Maintenance. 
from; . and when once-an; Amour: between # Miſ- 
tres and her Gallant:comes/to'flame out, to;pubs 
lick- view, and {o\/makes/ common 'Diſcourſe,- it 
muſt' come'at; laſt to her /Friends 'and'-Kindreds 
Ears 3: for 'they. cannot but;hear,; what-all ſpeak 
aloud to her! Shame, and: their Difcredit, which 
muſt: make them troubled . at it, -and be; mach 
concern'd: far her, tho* perhaps ſhes not'1n the 
leaſt for her ſelf, and therefore when her Friends 
and Kindred come to. diſcourſe and: argue with 
her-about it,::and-aſſute her, tho? ther, Intentigns 

be never ſoinnocent and. virtnons, yet her keop+ 
ing ſo: mach: Company. with ſuch a; Man'cannot 
but raiſe ſcandalous Cenſares and- 411 Reflections 
upon their Crediv /and hers Reputation ; 'but ſhe 
to this 'paft of their Accuſation, , ſeems more-in- 
cenſed/ at what they ſay, than-:at what ſhe does; 
and inſtead:of ſinking into a Fitioft Repentance 
for her own Deeds, the ſwells-into -a Fit of Atty 
ger at their. Words, in queſtioning: her vircuous 
Life and= diſcreet: carriage, proteſting ſhe-dots 
not-in-the. leaſt deſerve her Friends ill Opinion, 
or the Worlds bad Cenſure, and therefore ſays, 
ſhe:has good reaſon ta exclaim againſt their,un- 
juſt Jealouſy of her, and- ſharp Language to her, 
vowing ſhe never led but a- pure innocent Life in 


allher Thonghts, Words and- Actions with-that 


Man they: accuſe- her of, and: condemn her. for, 
there -having tiever been other than a pure Þla- 


ſhe 


\ 
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ſhe'verily believes intended 'bychi; and there- 
fore, inſtead 'of -excufing| her>carriage'|to-him, 
the falls upon extollingand:magnifyinghis great 
Civiliry to her,' how! obliging aud friendly: be 
ſtil ſhewed' biamſelf>in' allher Concerns, :on. all 
Occaſions, and! thatiwith muck FranknefG, high 
Diſcretion, great Reality, and:abundance of Ge- 
nerofity ; and 'as' long” as 'his Viſits: were kept in 
the 'booads 'of ftrift 'Virtue and! true Civility, 
ſhe'.cannot' any-way- conceive, how her keeping 
company with. him, | can in tht; leaſt bring a 
difhonour to' her Self, or- Family 3 and therefore 
ſhe ought not to beſo barbarouſly'ilnatur'd and 
ungrarefully. unjuſt, ' as 'to. withdraw her harm: 
leſs 'Converſation 'and-! juſtifiabte: Friendſhip ' to 
this 'her Friend, ®by forbidding] him, viſiting; her, 
ſiticethat were ineffec toproclaim tothe World 
the fabſenefſs of his' Love, andthe ſcandal.af his 
Company, and by it all may conclude, That- he 
has either ſpoke{tll: of her: Reputation ,! or | has 
aQted' ſome: rudenefs- to' her 'Petfon already; or 
that' ſhe hath reaſon ta fear'he' will do it hereaf- 
ters ' and thereforeihas forbid him! her Company, 
either upon theaccount of revenge for whars paſt, 
ory the way of prevention for-the timeto come; 
therefore, Iam (clear. of : opinion, '* a. Woman 
ought not ro-forbid' an old Friend! :and-Acquaint- 
afiee viſiting her, "6xcept it be.upon” one/of [theſe 
emo nam'd Accounts,” or ctſe npow the ſcore that 
Jhe! has reaſon: to thelieve her -Husband// does not 
well reliſh his coming ſo eftea-to: ber ; and if 
Xhat' be | the'Baſineſs,, if ' this her'Friend be what 
hereally pretends tobe, *and-ſhe> ſeems to believe 
-he is, he cannot juftlyitake "Ul thar ſhe freely 
'rells him; "ThatZz his viſiting her ſo: —_ 
9} | tho' 
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| tho" -their Converſe be never ſo Vertuous and.In- 


mo 


im. aocent; yet/ſhe; has ſome cauſe to. fear, it 


or / may, if. long continued, [raiſe ber Husbane 

Diſlike , and: the Worlds: , Cenſure ;. therefore, 
toprevent' both, and ſecure her own Quiet, -and 
good Reputation, ſhe friendly deſires him, for 
the: [future,:to;.make his Viſits ſhorter,. and Tel- 
domer, to ſtop. all - buſy ill-natured Cenfarers 
Fongues/ and: any Jealouſies” their malicious 
Twatlings /might; raiſe in . her Husbands Mind : 
And ſure if; this her dear eſteemed Friend truly 
deſerves that Title, be myſt: value ber Honour 
as..part of his own, - and. make her Cantent his 
Satisfaction 5: fince_. ſhe. freely . and heartily 


alures> him, tis not at all upon the acconnt of 


her leſſening ker; true Eſteem and. Friendſhip for 
bim, - but: :meerly. to ſecnre her. Husbands Love 
_ ' Kindneſs to her, that ſhe deſires this of 
im. | 

' Next;.1. ſhall adviſe that Woman who ſtands 
ſo mnch;on her inward Vertue, : as to flight her 
Friends Advice; and the. , Worlds Cenſure for 


keeping her 'Ericnd ſo much company, ſeriouſly 


to cankider, \Lhat "tis above: the power of any 


Mortal, to-diveinto a.Womans inward Thoughts, 
and that Men can only. behold- her outward. AQti- 
ons, . not. inward yon, 4 For tho* Men can 
fee hor Lips move, when fhe whiſpers, yet they 
cannot! tell, what ſhe ſpeaks'when ſhe does/To. 
Much -leſs'are_ they able to.diye into either of 
their Meanings; 'for that's ſo great a ſecret, as 
one of them-may deceive; the ;other with for all 
their Vows..and Oaths. of. an open Heart, a.true 
Love, and an ynalterable Friendſhip. 


bd —— 
—— 


. - 
48 


CHARACTERS 
"could hame A thouſand” Arts"; Slights and 
Deceits, 'thar'many Gallants uſe to'their Miſtref. 
fes, but, 1 am ſure ']- ſhould ſooner"tire my'Rea- 
ders" Patience with” their great numbers, than-bj 
their great numbers to confirm his-belief of cheir 
rear Truth, except it be the \Truthy; of their 
great Folly and vile Falſity; for-/indeed: moſt 
of the young 'Gallants of our preſent ſober” and 
Verttions Ape, do'commonly in their. Courtſhip 
to their preſent Miſtreſfſes, ' carry litele ' Truth: in 
their .Hearr, bit *m#by/ more  Romantick Lies 
on their Tongues thin'Teeth-in their\Mouth.-”;, 
© .. And now, Reader, pray give-me leave toichange 
a lirrle” the 'Scene'of my Diſcourſe of the great 
Beauty of the Miltreſſes, £6 add; a word of the 
great and wicked adtihgs of ſome of; their Gal 


ants, who having tried'all atts and .mearis the 
could invent'ro gain their Miſtreifes Heart: ( I ſtill 
except Marriage ) and after all their Eſſays, find 
ir foſtrongly fortified, and fully: Garriſon'd- wich 
Vertne and Piety; as: they" ſee it impregnable 
againſt all their Batteries and Afirolts;: fo as to 
caft themſelves "ito an utter deſpair of ever 
gtining their wicked -ends'on them z:1'ay,:can 
any -Man* of common Senſe, *notthink!.it | full 
time for him to ſound aRetreatias to: fallowing 
their Perſons , tho' He" cannor/leave' admiring 
their Beauty ?/ Indeed] have-ever obſerved-that 
Importunity fill breeds Trouble; but; I:never 
heard, it ever creared Love mn'a' Miſtreſs. [ Yet 
this fort of wicked, fooliſh Gallants/are- fo inde- 
Fatigable in the frlly'of rheir endleſs-Prirſuit af- 
ref” rhoir 'Miftfeſs” as they will notbehieve they 
þ = them, tho? their Words and Afttions-declare 


heir ſcorn and averſion to them ; but they pr 
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tell you, whats three Kicks of denial to a Lover 
that has read the Patience of Fob, or the ſober 
E Temper of Seneca, or has often experimented 
JF the Inconſtancy and' Fickleneſs of an ill hu- 
Tf mored Miſtreſs, which perhaps exceeds both ? 
t'y And therefore, by way” of Revenge he quickly 
IF reſolves, Tather than be publickly ridiculed for 
[ miſſing his aim, loſing his time, and not gaining 
- his Miſtreſs, ſince he cannot enjoy her fair Perſon, 
n 

's 


he will endeavour blaſting her good Name, and 
make the World believe ſhe's kind to him, tho? 
ſhe's only really ſo to her own Virtue and Re» 
putation, by deſpiſing him, and all his Court- 
ſhip; and the better to accompliſh his baſe and 
treacherous Deſign on her, he alters his Courſe, 
changes his'Battery, and comes and throws him- 
If at his Virtuous Miſtrefſes Feet, with the 
greateſt ſeeming Joy imaginable, That God has 
ſo bleſſed him, as he is now become aa intire re- 
ligious Convert, who has abandoned all the vain 
Pleaſures of this World, to contemplate the 
pure and endleſs Felicities of Heaven" and that 
now, inſtead of being a Slave'to the Beauty of 
her Body,” he is become a devout well-wiſher to 
the good of her Soul: And intends tobe fo vile 
an Hypocriteand wicked a Sinner, that ſince he 
could not gain her - Body: by all earthly means, + 
he reſolves to fiie to Heaven it ſelf for a religious 
diſguiſe to. ruin her Reputation, and ſatisfy his 
Revenge, fince he could not his Love ;: and there- 
fore he now only pretends to pure Piety, ſtri& 
Virtue, *true Humility, mnch Gravity , and 
great Penitency in all his Diſcourſes and Actions 
(1 mean before her only) and ſeriouſly and de- 
youtly proteſteth to her (for in © this Diſguiſe 
he dares not Swear) that he highly —— 
| E t 
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that: all- the Courtſhip he made, and Perſwaſions 
he uſed, ſerved only to.-try her Humour, not 
tempt her Virtue, which he,now highly rejoyces 
to find'proof againſt--all 'Teniptations,. Vowing 
to her he is now more delighted with tbe true 
Virtue of her Mind, than ever he was formerly 
taken with the great Beauty of her Face; for 
the firſt is pure and Heavenly, the laſt meer ſen- 
ſual; the firit reliſheth of Angel-Love , - the 
ſecond may, and often does, -ſavour of meer bru- 
tal Luſt: And thus, whilſt he makes up. all his 
Diſcourſes in praiſing and magnifying her great 
Virtue to her ſelf, he uſes all baſe, oblique 
and frhtle Endeavours, and. underhand Arts of 
Defamation , to brand and blemiſh her good 
Name to all others, and thus hopes to obtain : his 
baſe revengful Ends, by a Holy. and Heavenly 
means. 'And in purſuit .of this his baſe wicked 
and Treacherous Deſign, he.entertains her, , with 
how high]y_he is delighted that he has quite ſtript 
himſelf--6f,gbg., Fools-Coat + of a vain | amorous 
Lover, to -Cloath” himſelf. with the pious ſober 
Dreſs of a holy Convert, and a Devout, Chy- 
ſtianz and that he now does, and ever will, 
make it his hearty Prayers, real Endeavours, and 
'main Concern, to keep her, as well as himſelf, 
always full of Heavenly Contemplations of the 
other World, by an intire forſaking and-abomi- 
nating all the Wickedneſs and Vanities of this; 
and -by-this mounting ' her mind above, he hopes 
the eaſter to delude her Thoughts here below, 
and ſo to make her not to value any of this World's 
concerns, and to over-look . earthly - Cenſures, 
as being things all pious Chriſtians muſt of courſe 
meet with, in this their earthly Pilgrimage, not 
on the account of any particular affliction and pu- 
niſhment / 
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niſhment for their own:private Faults,:butas'ithe 
common Frailty appertaining to all human-Be- 
ing. ' And thus he entertains:her, or rather amy- 
zes her, with heavenly: Contemplations; and a 
meer ſeeming pure religious Platonick Friendſhip, 
that he-may, by his good and pious converſation; 
repair often, talk much, and vifit long, unmiſ- 
truſted--by her, but much obſerv'd, and highly 
cenſur'd by all others, who ſee his long. and often 
Viſitsto her, but hear not her religious Diſcourſes 
with him, or his to her; and by this baſe, trea- 
cherous. Diſguiſe, he- hopes others will think 
him Maſter of her Body, whilſt he pretends to 
her, to be only a devout Servant to her Soul, 
and pleaſeth himſelf by putting a religious Cheat 
on her pions Meanings and virtuous Actions, 
and makes uſe of God's gaod Name, only to pro- 
cure her a bad one. | 
There is a remarkable Story, ſomething of 
this nature, to be read in . Joſephus, of a moſt 
rare- Lady in Rome, called Paulina, who was 
much renown'd for her high Birth, great Virtue, 
admirable Wit , charming Beauty , abundant 
Wealth, tranſcendent Wiſdom and Diſcretion 3 
and as an addition.to all theſe, ſhe was in the very 
prime and Bloſſom of her Age; and what's yet 
ſtronger than all-theſe, ſhe was reverenc'd by all, 
as a Mirror of Chaſtity 3: and that fo many rare 
Qualities ſhould all center in one Woman, where 
there's hardly one of them to be found in many 
Women, I am ſure 1s not one of the ſmalleſt 


, Miracles in Rome, which could never be nam'd 


the Holy City upon the account of - the ma- 
ny holy and virtuous Women in it; for in 
Rome all know Miracles: are very pleaty, but 


chaſt Women very ſcarce, and ſo arc indeed 
E 2 chalt 


CHARACTERS. 
chaſt Clergy-Men ; for the : younger ſort of 


02 


them. love more to make many handſom Women 
unvirtuous, but reprove few, if any, for being 


ſo, or Penancing them that- they are ſo. - This 


admirable Paalina, ' was married to a yonng Noble 
Man, that well match*d her in all her Excellencies, 
and' Virtues. He was called Satwrnam. There 


was a perſon of great eſteem, nam'd Decins Mun- 
aus that fell deſperately in love with her, but 
could not corrupt her, ſo as to enjoy her one 
Night, with all the Arts he could uſe, - and;vaſt 
Proffers he did offer to the value of. two hundred 
thouſand Drachmas, which in our Mony amounts 
to about ſix thouſand Pounds; but after having 
found all his Eſlays of gaining her, fruitleſs, her 
Heart being impregnable, he fell into ſo great 
a Melancholy, and ſo deep a Deſpair, as he re- 
ſolved, fince, he could not feaſt himſelf on her 
Beauty, he would Starve himſelf to Death, to be 
deliver'd from the Tyranny of his violegat Love- 
paſſion for her, that ſo tormented him ; but a 
Woman, call'd da, being much troubled he 
ſhould undergo ſuch a ſad Death, went to him 
and deſir'd him not to die with Deſpair, for ſhe 
had theyght of a means, that for fifty thouſand 
Drachmas, which ſhe would ſo diſpoſe'as a Bribe, 
that he ſhould enjoy his dear Paulina : To accom- 
pliſh which, ſhe praQtifed this ſubtil, but wicked 
Policy, by addreſling her ſelf to a Prieſt of the 
Temple, who upon her large Promiſes and Of- 
fers of great Sums ( which is ſtill a prevailing 
Argument among the Popiſh Clergy) fhe laid 
him down 25000 Drachmas, and ingaging to 
him as much more as ſoon as he had perform'd 
what ſhe deſired. She then acquainted him with 
the violent Love-paſlion: Mundus had for Paulina, 
| beg- 
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begging him to contrive ſome way that he. might 
enjoy her, or elſe he could not long enjoy . his 
own Life : The Prieſt, poſſeſſed with the great 
Sam ſh2 gave him, and the much more that ſhe 
engaged to give him, promiſed, That Mundus 
ſhould enjoy Paulina for a whole Night ; - And 
he having free acceſs. to her, deſired he might 
ſpeak. with her in private ,* which ſhe readily 
granted him, who told. her, he was fent by the 
God Anubis, who ' was much inamored with her 
charming Beauty, and defired that ſhe would 
give him a meeting that. night. This Diſcourſe 
ſo pleaſed Paulina, as ſhe could not forbear telling 
ſome of her intimate Friends how ſhe had been 
honoured with an amorous ſfollicitation of a God, 
( for tho? ſhe was an excellent Woman, yet ſhe - 
was. ſtill a Woman; and conſequently vain and 
proud of her Beauty..) Parlina thought fit, in 
the firſt place, to acquaint her Husband, how 
God Anubis had ſent that he would come to her, 
which her Hasband conſented to , relying on 
her great Chaſtity .; ſhe therefore, after ſhe had 
ſupp'd at her uſual hour, repair'd to the Temple, 
and in the Prieſt his Houſe ſhe went to bed, and 
the Gates being by.the Prieſt ſhut and the Lights 
in- her Chamber taken away, 4undus, that was 
hid in the Chamber, failed not to accoſt her, 
who ſhe thought was God Anubs. By this art 
of his and miſtake of hers, Afmdus fatished his 
wicked tuſtful deſire of her all. that Night, and 
early in the morning before the Prieſts were 
ſtirring (who were privy to the Treachery,) he 
retired himſelf, and Paxlinaalſo returned early in 
the morning to her Hyusband, and acquainted 
him how God Anubis had appeared unto her, and 
made her boaſt to ſome of her familiar Friends, 
E 3 | what 
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what conference he had. uſed with her, which 
ſome” of *them could not believe; others, were 
amazed at it, conſidering her great Chaſtity. 
About three days after, Mundus meeting Paulina, 
told her, ſhe had ſayed him two hundred thou- 
ſand Drachm3s, which ſhe might have or in her 
Treaſure 3 but, ſaid he, I am not much troubled 
that you contemned me under the name of Afun- 
dns, ſince I have ſatisfied my deſire by enjoying 
you under the Name of Anubis; and ſo left her. 
She amazed at his high Impudence, | and vexed 
at her own Misfortune, tore her Garments, and 
went, and told her. Husband of Adundus, his 
baſe, wicked and ſubtile Deeeit, and begged his 
aſſiſtance in the” proſecution of her Revenge; 
and preſently acquainted the Emperour . Tiberius 
_ of every particular _ of, their ,vile Treachery ; 
who after a_ ſtri& examination, of the Prieſts 
concerning this baſe. foul 'Fa&t , he condemned 
them and” 74a the contriver”of the Plot againſt 
Paulina, to be all hanged, the Temple to be pulled 
down, the Statue of Anubis to be caſt into the Ri- 
ver of Tzjber, and Murdus to be baniſhed. | 
This fad Story teacheth.all Women this good 
Doctrin, :That they are not. to grant a Man ex- 
traordinary Opportunities, tho? upon never ſo ex- 
traordinary Pretences, witneſs this wicked Cheat 
ohopiga on the Virtuous Paulina., The meſſage 
ent to meet him, wasnoleſs than faom a God: The 


\ 


Meſſenger that brought it was yo, Ware than a 


Prieſt of the Temple ; ſhe -had her Aysband's 
free conſent to juſtify her, and her own pure 
Innacence to protect her'; yet when ſhe lay that 
Night from her Husband, ſhe. ſtray'd that Night 
from her Prudence, by fancying a God. had more 
need or deſire to have her appear to him in Bed 
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out of her Houſe, than up "and dreſt in it; butit. 
ſeems the Name of a God had acharming power'to . 
deceive a Mortal Woman, when valt Gifts, large 
Promiſes, and the moſt ſubtile Arts could not pre- 
vail, which I may well ſay again 1s a Pattern aſe- 
ful to inſtru> Women. This prudeat Caution, 
noti'to traſt Men with over-great Liberties and 
unuſual Opportunities, tho* they bow down 
their Knees to the Ground, and lift up their Eyes 
to Heaven, humbly to make God a Wirnels of 
their unalterable Conſtancy and real Aﬀection, 
I fay a Wiſe, Virtuous Woman ought not to rely 
on either, frnce there may be Deceit in both, 

© Really as a Virtuous Wife cannot be too cau- 
tions and careful to maintain a good Reputation, 
ſo ſhe cannot be too wary and watchful to avoid 
a bad 'one, and conſequently to ſhun Mens Court- 
ſhip, the grand occaſion of it, ſince more-hand- 
ſom Women: loſe © their Reputation- by being 
publickly courted, than by being privately e 

joyed ; for tho' the orie is but” a high Folly,” the 
other a great Sin, yet the firſt - raiſes a publick 
Scandal, whilſt the other is but” a private Crime 
between themſelves, and cannot be talked of by 
many, becanſe known -but by 'few ; and ' indeed 
"is held by divers Men, a meaſuring caſt, and a 
diſputable queſtion, which is worſe, a W ife that's 
inwardly Virtuons, but outwardly in diſcreet, 
or a Wife that's outwardly diſcreet, but not in- 
wardly  Virtuous: I dare not undertake to tell 
you which is the beſt of the two, but Iam ſure 
they are both bad 3 yet I fancy the firſt is 
lef6 ill, ſince *ris doubtleſs a greater crime to 
offend God, than 'injure Men, a Scandal not 


being. fo bad as a Stn 3 for - a Scandal” may 


riſe only for breaking a Country Cuſtom, __ 
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a ſin, can only riſe from breaking a heavenly 
Command. 

A Wife that's outwardly ſcandalous ..in her 
carriage, tho' never ſo inwardly Vertuops in 
her intentions, yet that can give no aisfa ion, 
or make any reparation to her Husbands Repu- 
tation ; for if a Mans Wife be generally report- ge: 
ed faulty, "tis the ſame to her Husbands Honour, co 
as if ſhe were really ſo; for tho? her inward Ibe 
Virtue and Innocency is hers, yet the ſcandal of BW 
the ill report is his, ſothat the Wives being free I Vi 
from the Sin, does not clear the Husband- from I Vi 
the ſhame. - Now of all that I have writ, good gc 
Wives ought to make this , Concluſion, - that ſince I] ou 
*tis not a-Womans -lngocency of;Life, but her || p: 
diſcreet living in- the. ſight of the World ,. that Ith 
mult preſerve, or 'ruin her Reputation init, and fr 
as much , of her Hugdands Honour, , as relates to | fe 
it, this. Conſequence mult. needs. be, undeniable, I L 
that a good Wife, is as well obliged to live diſ- || x: 
creetly on her Husbands account, as. ſhe.is' bound It! 
to live, Virtuouſly. on, her own, and to be truly I ir 
careful, ſtrictly diligent, and purely modeſt in | tl 
all her Looks, Words;, and Actions , towards 
Men, ſince as you juſt read before, many Men 
are fo very falſe, treacherous and wicked, that if 
they cannot by all earthly means gain their Miſ- 
treſſes kindneſs, they will fly to Heaven. it ſelf 
for a diſguiſe to ruia their Reputation. 

Therefore that Wife that js. truly. Virtuous, 
and that truly reſolves. .to continue ſo, and de- 

. res to be by all thought ſuch, muſt not only 
ayoid doing what's really ill, but what's ſeeming- 
ly imprudent; and. ſo may qccaſjon, ;tho' not de- 
ſerve cenſure, and in order thereunto ſhe's to 
ayoid all ſcandalous company of either Sex, and 
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7 Bnotonly to ſhun all Sin, bat all[nviters to:it,, or 
Patterns of it;;|for evil Communication not ' only: 
r corrupts good Manners, but creates a bad Repn+ 
1 tation ;. therefore a Virtuous Wife muſt notionly 
, Habſtain from making an intimacy with, butre- 
- Eceiving Viſits from, ſuch as are branded with, a 
general ill Reputation ; for*tis'a fault to keep 
, {company with ſuch as are commonly eſteemed to 
| Ybe faulty ; for 'that Woman. that” truly hates ſack: 
| Womens Vices will Shun their Company for-their 
» EVices ſake ; foras Virtue is only: followed by the 
Virtuous, ſo Vice is only by rhe vicious, . ſo thats 
| good Wife ought to be diſcreet as well as virtu- 
; Nous, ſince if ſhe' be not the one, ſhe will hardly 
paſs for the other ; and 'tismuch' to/be doubted; 
that ſhe that will not keep inthe Bounds of a diſ- 
creet ontward Carriage, will hardly contain her 
ſelf in the Limits of a pure inward Virtue: 
Laſtly, ſince Self-intereſt ( to- ſpeak moderately) 
governs the [greateſt part: of the World: in all 
things, ſure it ought to govern all good Women 
in this one thing, eſpecially ſince *ris ſo-much-: for 
their advantage, which none can deny, who 'con- 
fiders, that *tis a certain Rule, and a common 
Practice, that ſhe that Cenfures others,- muſt 
expect that others will Cenſure her, for-ia this 
rule, there 1s rarely wy favour ſhewed,- or 're- 
ſpec given 3 and therefore. a Prudent Woman 
cannot but eſteem it both reaſonable and-nece{- 
firy to believe that by paſſing ſharp Cenſures-on 
others, whether they do much, little, or not at 
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yet thitchinders not. ſuch from being tranſported 
with Fury againſt the-Reporters of them, for tho? 
many Women love to. commit . faults, yer moſt 


hate:to'be'told they. do. 


And if: you blame and cenſure thoſe whoſe good 
and'/ virtnous Life; no . way deſerxes. ſuch ſharp 


Cenfures,''they will be fure to be.incenſed againſt 
you'for unjuſtly accuſing thew, ſo that hoth Good, 
- and: Bad:rwill | berangry-to be ill ſpoke of ; and 
this' methinks ſhotild: diſſwade: all Women, that 
pretend ''to'. Wiſdom, and, Diſcretion, co-.avoid 
fcandalizing any ; for if you. ſpeak.jll of a Wo- 
munz vas on your own;knowledg, . and. yet. do not 
cetftainly know it,-you ;commir: a. diyeliſh fault, 
by-telling -a Lie, and-ſo raiſe a Blifter on/ your 
own: Tongue, by endeavouring to raiſe .a_Scan- 
dal on- her- Fame; d4fidJ,if you report . Scandalous 
things/of a Woman: as: Truth, only upon the ac- 
count-of:hearing them from others,” Lis very pol- 
fible-you'telVa Lye at 24 Hand,by telling that as a 
Trutti{/which youare notcertain is, ſo.; therefore, 
'tis myiadvice to all;iLadies to root. out, of their 
prattice;” this'baſe;;1ha! -modiſh, Crime,of Defama- 
tion,! which willido you-hurt, but can never do 
you good: ; 'for-you will always get Hatred for it, 
but nevergain Love:by-iz;/ ſo that indeed the belt 
atid moſt-prudent:Courſe,:is, that. of perſons you 
cafſnotſpeak well of, be filent, and rather, make 
their Fatitts the ſudjet 9f. your Trouble, than that 
of yotir Diſcourſe, ;oriſ'the exerciſe of your. Wit, 
Which i$in; truth, - but-the'practice of your Malice: 
And-as\Cheating can never. make, 2 part of true 
Wiſdomy-fo 4ll Natire'can never:make-a part of 
£00d'Wir;andindeed Women may rely ppon this 
dyalmott dn.infallibleRale; that thoſe that delight 


in'Cenſuring others before you, will as well i 
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light in. cenſuring; you before;others, aſſoonas your 
back is. turned. In a word, thoſe that take plea- 
ſure in ſcandalizing others, whether it be to. make 
Diſcourſe, or to.thew ,Wit,:.or to vent Malice, | 
tis not onlyUnjuſt and Unhandſdm,but *tis whar's 
worſe than both, irreligious;,and deceitful , If 
you will take St Fames's word for'it, for he. fays, 
If any emwng vs [cemerh Religious.” and bridlerh not 
his Tongue, be decerveth bis an. Heart, and; bis Res . 
ligion_35.vain, James 1 ,26..,, | 
_ Laſftly,,give me leave. to, mind.you again, that 
ſhe that will, cenſure others,.. mult expe& others 
will. cenſure her.; and yoo, know that one that 
fights many, muſt needs. fight upon great diſad- 
vantage ; ſo in matter of Cenſures.and Scandals ſhe 
that provokes many Tongues to Shoot at her own 
fingle Reputation, thoſe many are much likelier to 
wound her, than ſhe to waund thoſe many ; ſince 
ſhe that ;ſhootsat+the Reputation of great numbers 
of Women, *tis improbable.ſhe ſhould hit all 4 but 
if great numbers ſhootall at one, tis-very impro- 
bable that one ſhould be miſſed by all ; ſothar, "tis 
unſafe as, weil as unreaſonable-and':imprudent for 
any one; Woman to provoke many : Women: Cer» 
tainly to. ceſt ſharp, Cenſures-on her, meerly our 
of her uncercain-hopes to calt 2candals on them., 

And Cenſurer. diſguiſe your malicious il} na- 
ture, with the pureſt. Gloſs, and: the, beſt, Wit 
you can :. You. ſhall-never ,make it paſs for true 
Wiſdom. and good- Policy, to forfeit your Judg- 
ment, to exerciſe your Wirtz, Therefore 1t. your 
Prudence and Diſcretion cannot hinder you from 
ingaging in ſuch an unequal Cambat, as one 
Tongue muſt be to fight againſt many, pray let 
Self-intereſt, upon the account of ſelf-preſervati- 
Py. diſſuade you from it z and remember, to be 
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worſtet in fightis {till diſgraceful, as well as to be 
victorious, isevet glorious}: Therefore, rather fol- 
tow. Prudence, than praftiſe Malice ; and rather 
conceal your Wit, than divulge your Envy, or 
exerciſe your ill Natnre ;, and fiance fonl cenſur- 
ing..is ever bad, fill remember, you. can never 
ſhew ood Wit, by doing 2 ill thing. 

And now, Reader, to conclude all-in one word 
(for tf know I have reaſon to believe that I have 
already writ too many, to tire *yoor Patience, 
tho? perhaps not to convince your opinion, ) that 
a virtnons Woman ought to avoid' publick Cen- 
ſares, as well as private Sins; and to ſhun'as much 
getting an ill Name, as committing \a bad AR. 
Now to prevent both/tet all your Thotghts be 

good, and all your Words and ARions diſcreet 
Bd Un. cenſorions, that tho? the Beauty of your 
Perſon, may cauſe ſome that are unvirtuous, to 
wiſh you ſo, yet let. the Piety of your Life, and 
the Prudence of your Carriage, caoſe all ſach that 
are truly Religious and” ſtrictly Virtuous, to re- 
port you tobe'the like; and make it always your 
care, and conſtant concern, that you. never 
ſcandalize any. -and your great trothle, that any 
ſhould ever ſcandalize you ;” for let a Woman be 
never ſo purely virtaous, and free from deſery- 
ing bad Cenfures ”, yet. ſhe muſt be unfortunate 
In receiving thetti for ſcandalous Reports muſt 
hart a good Womans Reputation, tho' / ſhe does 
: not deſerve them ;' as well as wound a wicked 
Womans Conftience, that does. | 
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THE THIRD 
DISCOURSE, 


Of young Mens great folly, in ado- 
rigg, and over-praiſing. all young 
handſome Ladies ; and tbeir grea- 
ter folly in receiving it, and be- 
lieving them. 


11S not more natural for heat to 
attend Fire, nor more common for 
the Suz toexhale vapours trom the 


Earth, than 'tis for great Beauty to 
attract high Praiſes from young Men ; and 
truly ſuch of them, as have wit to ſpare, time 
to loſe, favour to hope for, and no other 
world to think of, are fitreſt ro Court their, 
Beauty in this, which is but modiſh breeding, 
and ſnitable to moſt mens practice and all 
handſom Ladies expeQation, I do not ſay 
merit. 

And ſuch Meras are pretenders to rallying 
wit, and French breeding, may ſhew both, by 
entertaining them, with CourtlyHarangs, all 
ſet out with high Praiſes, and great Comple- 
ments, (which tew-Men ſpeak as their beliet, 


but moſt Ladzes recei cir deſert,) and 
with 


—— 
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with ſuch Idolizing poſtures,and Dying expreſ- 
ons, 2s if they deſign'd their fellow Creatures 
to be perfetGoadeſſes, who were made likeNe. 
buchadnezzar's golden Image, only to be wor. 
ſhipped ; ſo naturally agreeable are ſuch ſinful 
adorations to vain Ladtzes, as the firſt remptation 
we read of in Scripture that ever prevaild on 
Woman,was that ot being made /ike t9God, and 
that Woman then compriz'd 1n her ſelf, the 
whole ſpecies of Women kind ; and indeed *is 
very probable, that her aſpiring preſumption 
then to more knowledge than ſhe oughr,does 
ſill puniſh -zof# of her Sex with leſs Wiſdom 
than they need. 

Really if handſom Ladies had but that ſhare 
of Prudence which they ought to have as good 
Chriſtians, and to uſe 1n the prattical part of 
Chriſtianity, to which all Vomea are called, 
(though few ſtrive to be choſen) they would 
never endure, much leſs countenance, ſuch 
young Mezx toCourt and magnifie them at ſuch 
an extravagant rate, as to preſent them with 
that Compoſition of Praiſes, meerly' for vain 
paſtime,or what*sworſe,evil ends, which ought 
to be attributed to divine Worſhip only ; nor 
can there be a more clear and plainer Argu- 
ment to prove Womens want of wiſdom,then 
that many of them will receive ſuch profane 
Praiſes, not as the vain Effe&#s of young Mens 
wicked folly, but as the deſerved Trophies of 
their own conquering beauty and merit. All I 
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ad DISCOURSES. 3 
ſhall ſay'is, that ſuch courtly Incenfe, ſuits 
well .with ſuch a vain 'talſe Deity, and thar 
ſuch p__ Women areas fooliſhly guilty in 
receiving 'ſuch vain' Attributes, as ſuch young 
Men are highly profane iri offering them: © | 

Thus Men' by che- deceitful reftexes of 
high praifes,- divert' young Women from re- 
membring their' Creator in the days 'of their 
Touth, and poſſibly all the time of their Lite, by 
Charming them with their own Charms, and 
diſguiſing themſelves, 'to themſelves ; -and by 
telling-rhem ſo often wharrhey are nor, makes 
them forget what theyreally are; and by theſe 
means they advance their minds ſo far 
aboye any diſmal thoughts of their qwn 
mortality, that truly few of our young cry'd 
up beauties now adays, ſcarce hears. any 
thing of Death, but what they are Romanticly 
told their own killing beauty does occaſion, 
though iti trurh, if we read the Weekly Bills of ' 
Mortality, we ſhall findthat the effe&s of An- 
ger kill many more, than the paſſion of Love; 
Men being often Angry with many Men at 
once, but never in Love with more than one 
Woman at a time, and that one it ſelf, is roo 
many by one; 

 Burmydefign being not to Court the young 
Ladies with high Complements, bur 'to ſerve 
them with great reality,] muſt affure them rhat 
theſe high praiſes, the more they are truſted, 
the -more they'll betray, and the more you 
A 3 Ladies 
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Ladies cc nfde in theic worth, the more you'll 
be deceiv'd in their value ; ſo that it follows 
by the plain Rule. of common reaſon, that fo 
much, as you dedu@t of Mens overprailes, ſo 
much you leſſen of your own ſelf deceivings. 
Indeed theſe | agined Darts of praiſes, have 
por ſucha pr ng ws Is over moſt young 
andfom Women, (andthe moſt handſom, arc 
molt ſubjeCt to them,) thar-moſt of them arc 
in danger of being wounded by them;:becauſe 
the peril of fattery ſtill $72 wirh-the de- 

$:JRAT | 


grees of beauty,..as the Swrs-Hear fill increaſes 
proportionableas it riſes, '; 1 ons. 
Flattery and vain:glorious praiſes are both 


infinuating Devils, two Twins begot by the 
father of Lies, and theſe not only attempt all, 
but poſſeſs moſt vain handſfom Ladies; and 
therefore they ought above all, to be very 
ſtrict, and diligently aCtive, to ſhun ſuchtempr- 
ing diſcourſe, and avoid ſuch dangerous Com- 
pany or ata when with them, to be ſure 
il] to carry about them 'S,;James his good di- 
re&tionand antidote, reſt the. Devil, and:be-will 
flie from you., .. . 5 ee 
Really, if young ,L4dies, ould bur take a 
_ ſteddy reſolution to refilt and ſlight all young 
Mens vain Courtſhips,.aad place no ſuch high 
eſtimation on their own beauty,they would eaſily 
do the like on mens praz/es, and by this means 
young Ga/ants would fſlacken in their Court- 


ſhips, proportionable to the young Ladies cool- 


ing 
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ing in their receptions of it, and fo make 
Men deſpiſe Womens beauty, ſuitable to their 
ſlighting Mens Love, and thus Womens pru- 
dence, would become Mens'wiſdom, forin real 
truth, *cis hope of gain makes love Merchants 
as well as others; none watch Bees'bur for 
their Zony; and. few -Court fair Ladies but 
for ſome hopesof a return; and therefore you 
never hear of any of 'the young Sparks that 
plant their Love Batteries againſt Numnreries, 
not becauſe they-think the young Women in 
them have too little beauty, but becauſe they 
believe they ſhall meer there with too. great a 
refiſtance,by the care they take, and ſtriftneſs 
they uſe, to prevent Mens making any Ad- 
dreſſes and near approaches to them: for as 
' Mr. Cowley fays, a well govern'd heart, like rich 
China, admits Mey only to the Frontier part ; 
for a ſtriCt yerrue ſers certain bounds to young 
handſom Womens carriage and behaviour to- 
wards Men, which they are not to exceed ; as 
the Almighty gave to the Sea, fo far you ſhall 
go, and no farther. | | 

And though I know there's no ſuch thing 
now adays in practice among our young Men, 
as Angel Love, which u the pure Commerce of the 
Souls, yet I believe Venws Love does not rage 
ſo very much, nor is its infe&tion ſo very 
ſtrong and rife, as Cenſurers would fain have 
it, making our Age much worſe than 'tis, when 
God knows "tis but too bad, art beſt; as if the 
A 3 youth 
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youth of both Sexes were now ſo--corrupt; as 
that- a young, Gentleman cannot// viſit a. young 
Lady, nor a young Lady reccive viſits froma 
young Gentleman, without imputation of ſcan- 
dal, or the cenſure of ill and vicious deſigns 
on; both ſides z' tho verily believe, ſome young 
Men, .( Ido not fay al, nor yet many) love 
Womens company, -and Women Mens, on no 
other, account-than for their great-wit, good 
humor, and/:agrecable Converſation, without 


- 


any. farther ends. - ret: | 
And now I am beginning to enter intb that 
part .of this Diſcourſe which: principally ad- 
dreſſes it ſelf to' the handlom young Maiden 
Ladies, and chiefly among; them, to ſuch as 


arc innocently and modeſtly bred, for ſuch 
fort.of 'ycung H/amen often entertain diſcourſes, 
and make acquaintances . with yeung Men, 
without the. leaſt rhought ot love, or deſign 
of..ill, many of them looking civilly, and talk- 
ing.freely to them, on no other account, than 
to. ſhew and exerciſe their wit, and that may 
be. more to plcaſe their own fancy, than on 
defign to take thatbf others; but yer I muſt 
adviſe ſuch . young Women to conſider, that 
meer civil looks often tempt, and refaſals may 
be given after ſuch a manner,' as may rather 
embolden.onetogsk more, than to beg pardon 
for havirſg asked- too much; for:as one well 
obſerves of ſtrict vertuous Women, '7hat Mar 
comes too nearito them, that corresto be denied 
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by them. | [nd&ced *cis not very rare now days, 
for civil looks in young Women to bteed 4- 
dulterous thoughts in young Men, for the 
Goſpel tells us that there is an Adultery of the 
Eye, and Iam ſure we ought all ro remember 
with grief - mind, that aſſoon as the Serpent 
had perſwaded that the forbidden fruit was 
pleafant to the Eye, it ſoon follow'd that it 
became delighrful ro the Tat ; it Mens Yows 
of Love, and Oaths of Conſtancy, can bur 
once tempt ' young Maids appetites to taſte, 
'twill ſoon make them anticipate their fears to 
4 | PEE, ws 23 Troll 
"Therefore Ladies haye' a care of receiving 
Mens praiſes and flatteries, and though you 
believe your own Vertue never ſo ſtrony, and 
yours Lovers Courtſhip never ſo innocent, as 
poſſibly they may be ar firſt xeceived'by you, 
and defign'd by him, only as the effects of pure 
civility, and not of any ill intention; yet prai- 
{cs are ſo naturally agreeable to vain handſam 
Ladies, as they often unperceiv'd infinuate, 
and wind themfelyes ſo about their hearts, as _ 
to kindle there by degrees Love /ikings, though 


perhaps they do not feel fo much as.the leaſt 


ſlight azome Love to creep on the ſuperficzes of 
their heart ; Love ſometimes like a Tortoiſe 
makes its way, though it does not ſeem to 
ſtir, or like the hand of a Watch, which.though 
you cannot perceive to move, yet you may 
plainly ſee* its hourly advances; Love often 
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yo? in young Womens minds, as Diſeaſes 

o in their. bogies, without ever giving the 
leaſt ' Alarm or Advertiſement of its approach, 
till it breaks out into a dangerous fit of Sick- 
neſs. wk 
: Solomon ſays, 4 ſoft word breaks the Bone, 
therefore no wonder if ſmooth praiſes and com- 
plements ond charm a young Ladies tender 
Heart ; for ſyre 'tis no wondertul operation in 
our times, for ſmall freedoms like little Thieves 
fo open the Doors to great Liberties, and venial 
"wantonne/5, to turn to modiſh wickedneſs. 
Therefore let me adviſe'the yain Ladies, not 


« 
- 
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_tqdeceiye themſelves in fancying ghar they arc 


more i#yinciþle in their Love rai/eries, in re- 
eftving praifes from young Men, than King Selo- 
#01 was With dalying with args omen, 


'Which drew him zxto the Sin of dolatry. This 
example may ſerye as a Caytion ro young 


adies, not to relic rog much on their own 
ſtrength; for many Maids hearts, like ſtrong 
Fortreſſes, haye been loſtby too great a depen- 
dency upon their own ſtrength, and too mean 
an undervaluing of others mtemprs againſt 


them: I ſhall therefore adviſe all young Ladies, 


Elpecially Yirgins, by no means on any ac- 
count, to ſuffer their beauty to lie under the 
preſing temptations of young Mens high prailes, 
and conſtant Courtſhip which often enflames 
__ beyond their own natural temper and 
firength z for continual Slowing, is able to = 


SPY 


aye.” 


——andDISCOUR 
dle in time, a great Fire out of a little Spark - 
And alſo young handſom ' Womex ought to 


avoid piving or receiving any favourableattra-. . | 


ting looks from young Mer ; for the Eye is 
as well the Pulſe of the: Mind, as the Door of 
the Heart, and no Love flames can enter into 
the heart, bur it muſt firſt enter the Eye, as 
we ſee the Sx: it ſelf, {till ſends his /ight, be- 
fore he brings his heat. F 
Next Ladies remember that the Scripture 
couples with the luſt of the Eye, the pride of 
Life,asa leſſon to teach you, that you ought as 
much to well order your /ooks, as to regulate 
your lives which you may perform much the 
eaſier and better, if you will but ſeriouſly refle& 
on the ways and means young Gal/ants uſe in 
making their approaches towards gaining their 
Miſtriſſes; (I dognot here intend as to the ma- 
king them Mi/ſtriſes in order to being Wives bur 
Miſes) which is uſually after this kind of man- 
ner; firſt they preſent them with ſwarms of 
Praiſes and Complements, thick garniſhed with 
eat Oaths and repeated Yows, of a never dying 
love, and a never failing conſtaxcy,and all attend- 
ed with ſad /ooks, deep fighs, and humble po- 
ſtures; ( no matter though there be not one 
grain of reality among them all,) and if theſe 
Counterfits can but work ſo powerful an Ope- 
ration on their Miſtrifſes ſoft good nature,as to 
make them receive the conſtant repeated 
Oaths of their highly adoring them, with 
ad | | ſome 
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ſome kind of delight; they are then in a fad 
yielding condition ; for ſuch Womens hearts 
. : cannot pretend to be ſtronger than fortified 
' Towns, which when they once come to adniit 
of frequent parlies, ſeldom hold our after long 
Siepes, bur yeild 'to a Surrender. | 
Gertainly if young Gallants can by their 
eager courting their Miſtriſles, but gain of them 
ſome returns of compaiſion and eſteem, next 
of courſe follows a favourable liking of them, 
and then rhere's no very great difficulty, after 
ſuch} proſperousadvances,to create in them the 
beginnings of a Love fondneſs; and fondneſs in 
a young Womans heart, like a weighty body down 
a ſteep H17, it ſeldom ſtops till it runs to the 
wery bottom ; and when a Gallant has work'd 
his Miz?ris into ſuch a yielding temper, as to 
credit his Oaths, and be pleagd with his Com- 
pany, as believing he truly loves her, and 
highly admires her, and ſo grows delighted 
with the Repetizionof them, eſteeming, all his 
- Courtſhip real, then ſurely they cannor on the 
account of good Nature, and pure Civility, 
forbear preſenting their Gallants, though to 
their own ruin, this new Article of their Faith, 
. Thar they believe their Oathes, and love their 
Perſons, and 'when 'once they declare that, 
common experience may ſoon teach them this, 
that *tis no greatrarity m young Maids by 1i- 
king of young Men, to ſtray into vicious att- 
inzs With them; and thus by theſe kinds of 
? | degrees 
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degrees and ſteps, Ga/lants commonly mount 
to their Miſtriſſes tuinz for as the Poet ſays, 
Long waiting Love doth ſtill a paſſage find, to 
rhe moſt unbelieving #m#4, at leaſt to the blaſt- 
ing her Reputarion, if not the utter undoing 
of her vertue, fortune, and freedom ; for when 
once a Galant is become Maſter of his Miſtriſſes 
heart, he commonly ſwells tro a Moxſter,and go- 
verns like a Tyrant, and inſtead of treativg you 
like an ador'd Miſtris, he uſes you like a con- 
quer'd Captive. 
Now I have told -the young Ladies ſome of 
the common ways their Gallants uſe to gain 
them by, give me leave here in a word 
or two, to tell you their uſual manner 


of treating them, after they liave gain'd 


an entire Conqueſt over their hearts, which 
is very bad, and finful in then , ro ſuffer. 
Therctore, let me adviſe you tocatry ſtill rhis 
Memorandum about-you, Thar all your Gat- 
lants dying expreſtons, \Love-Oaths, Tdolizing 
poſtures, and often repeated Vows, that their 


admiration, and love for you, ſhall be as laſt- | 


ing as their Lives, which tranſlated our of rhe 
Lovers Langaage ihto true plain. Engliſh, is no 
more' but juſt as long as they ſhall tancy your 
Beauty ; for uſually as faſt as their Miftriſſes 
beauty breaks, ſo do their Oaths of Love and 
Conſtancy, which they think they are bound 
to keep no longer, than their Miſtreſſes keep 
their $eanty, as being 'Lur the mcer me 
$8.91 taar 
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that. cauſe, and the cauſe being remow'd, the 


.effet muſt of courſe ceaſe, and ſides there's 


nothing-more certain than{that skin deep beau- 
ty, ſeldom creates better than meer /enſual 
love, which: never contains reality, or long 
duration. 

But Ladies if this were all it would not be 
fo very bad, or indeed this is. only the leaſt 
part of it, and when your Ga/lavt has enjoy'd 
you, mecthinks you ought not to wonder 
that he honours you nolonger as his Miſtrs, 
when you diſhonour your ſelf by becoming 
his Ms; for-fancy what. you pleaſe, an en- 
joy'd Miſtris-is no better, let her Quality be 
never ſo good, and;her heauty never ſo preat, 
and there's' no. 'Woman ought to think it 
ſtrange, that her Ga/layt.after enjoyment, un- 
dervalues her, when by it, ſhe ſhews him the 
way, by. fiirſt undervalying her ſelf, and fo 
ought to expect little Love, and leſs Court- 
ſhip, but rather much lighting, if nor aver- 
ſion; for this is moſt certain, Ladies, thar 
though your Gallants ule all flattering means 
and arts, not ſparing their Oaths or Money, 
Soul or Purſe,to purchaſe your gonad Nature, 
(I ſhould have ſaid fintul tolly,) to:blefs them, 
as they call ir, with the enjoyment-of you, 
(that is, to curſe your ſelves by admizting it,) 
which when your Gallants have: obtain'd on 
any terms, Swearing and forſwearing not cx- 
. cepted they preſently-like greedy es 
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not ſubſiſt long if not often recruited with 
freſh matter, 

And I have yet, Laazes, ſomething more to 
add, which is of a much worſe conſequence 
than all before, which is this, that afrer your 
Gallants have enjoy'd you, though never fo 
much in private, they will not be fatisfied 
unleſs they may boaſt of it in Publick, fo vain 
are our young Sparks, as to take more fatisfa- 
Ction in the thoughts that others believe they 
enjoy their Miſtriſſes, than they themſelves 
do in the actual _- — of them ; our 
young Men retaining ſtill fo much of the old 
Roman pride, as to love the 7riumph more than 
the Congueſt, and indeed I am of opinion, that + 
on the bragging account of enjoying Miſtriſſes 
now ſo much in faſhion among the late Debau- 
chees ; thoſe Men that boaſt they do, though 
they do ir not, are not fo bad, as thoſe that 
boaſt of it in ſo vain-glorious a manner as to 
act a real Sin. Thea 
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Tien the 'young Gallant can tell their en- 
joy'd Mi{riſſes, that meer loye of beauty is 
bur a meer amorous deſire, and that none bur 
fools delire what they poſſeſs, poſlefſion- being 
the full end and accompliſhment of all deſire, 
and conſequently of all beauty Love, and fo 
laugh at the ſimplicity of thoſe that will en- 
dure long the ſcorching flames of a violent 
Love pation, fancying none but the (fooliſh 
barbarous Perfians can long adore that 'Sun 
which burns them. 

And our young Gallants are now generally 
grown ſo very nice, that they cannot feed on 
any thing, but ſweet variety, which makes 
. them rant in the Zeftoring Language of the 
T imes, and ſay that 'tis as aumodiſh tohave but 
one Mi/tris, as ro have. none at all, and there- 
fore Swear that Miſtriſſes enjoy'd though 
never ſo young and beautiful, are but like Ro- 
ances read, and Plays once ſeen ; and indeed 
methinks enjoy d Mſtriſſes, ought not to won- 
der. at their Ga/lants fickleneſs, it being nor at 
all ſtrange that an unvertuous Love ſhould 
make an inconſtant Lover. 

And now I muſt beg leave to glance my 


diſcourſe a little on a Fault, which ſome young . 


Ladies commit, without ever conſidering 'tis 
one; which is ſometimes to exerciſe their wit, 
ſhew their pride, and vanity, or gaity of hu- 
mor, or what elſe you pleaſe to call it, to make 
themſelves ſport and entertainment, ſpread 
abroad 


py, 
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abroad their fine f/ken nets of incicing arts, and 
attraCting allurements, to incourage and invite 
ſome: young Fop, to-become fond of one of their 
Company, as his dearly beloved, and iighly | 


admir'd. Miſtris, only that they may have 
thereby, the better means and occaſion to rail- 
ly,. and make paſtime with him, never 
conſidering that by making him thus to 
fall in love with one of them, he is obliged by 
the general Rules, and common pradtices of our 
Mem refin'd Lovers, to magnify and ex- 
roll her beauty ; and never to be ſparing of 
his Oaths and Lies, in praiſing her perfe- 
Ctions, and his own overflowing paſſionand ſo 
cauſe him to ſin in carneſt, though probably 
deſign'd by the Lady as a Jeſt; bur 'twill be 
no ſufficient cxcule in this bad kind of raillery, 
to ſay your intention was innocent, fince its 
effe& is culpable, for we are not to do all, that 
good may come of it ; and ſure much eſs to do 211, 
where no good can come of it, and I am ure this 
is an undeniable truth, That ſhe who makes 
another doan ill thing, does.an ill thing her 
f16, by her making another to do it. - 
Therefore Ladies, whether in Jeſt or Ear- 
neſt, if you are truly vertzows, and defire re- 
ally to continue ſo, and that the world ſhould 
eſteem you ſuch, as deſigning to admit men 
only to admire your Perſons. but never to 
ruin your vertue; the beſt way to effect it is 


neyer to let them Court your beauty; for re- 
mem- 
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member that the Fire of Love is like that of 
Anger, a ſhort, but fierce madneſs; for: a Man 
that's in Love, during the raging fe of his 
enflam'd luſtful paſſion, talks light and idly, 
for aLovers heart riſes and falls, is happy and 
unhappy, according as his Mifris is Kind or 
unkind, it being indeed bur very ſuitable to 
the folly of being in Love, that ſuch a Lovers 
heart, ſhould never move according to tlie d;i- 
ates of his own reaſon, bur the yain motions 
of his Miftriſſes fickle fancy ; and therefore 


becauſe ſuch Mex know not what the do, . 
their Mitriſſes ought not to mind what they 


fay, nor admit their Addreſſes, though they 
pretend them in jef7, or for meer paſtime, 
and not to kindle their hopes, - when they 
mean never to feed their deſires, but avoid 
converſing with them, and entertaining of 
them; for ſurely all perſons ought to avoid mad 
Bedlam acquaintances, and young Men during 
their diſtracted Love paſiov, value not what 
Praiſes they preſent, whar Offers they mike, 
nor indeed what price they pive, to purchaſe 
the enjoyment of their dear Miftriſſes, though 
it be at the-damnable rate of long continued 
Tdolatry, and often repeared Perjury.. 

O ſtrange and wicked madneſs, that theſe 
kind of Lovers cannot be content. to give 
their Miſtriſſes their heart for a little time, 
without giving their Souls to the Devil for 
ever, and fancy he is as very _—_— 

- they 
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they-/ are ' fooliſh, 'and inconſtant;, - and 
that: the: 2Devi/ will as' cafily © forget - rhe 
Oaths 'they made to him, as they do'rheirs 
they: made rotheir Mitrifſes, which were in-' 
tended but'as meer Courtiers Complements,which 
are' meant. no-longer than they. are ſpeaking,' 
and rherefore ought robethoughr-on 'no' lon- 
ger than they are hearing; -bur though ſuch 
Lovers fancy they give their Souls 'to the 
Devil bur in jeſt, yer he will be carctul ro keep _ 
them in earxe/t, for ifrhey will commir the fin 
of. making ſuch Oaths, let them have a'care 
the Devil be/not permitred to make rhem' en- 
dure the. Helliſh Penance ' of keeping them, 
God wilF not be mocked. 

I have. enlarged this Diſcourſe on the'fol- 
ly of Mens overpraifing and. Courting Wo-+ 
men, with great Confidence, becauſe I fancy 
with much Experience, though Iam ſure with 
little Prudence, tor I confeſs ſuch experience was: 
bouphe roo dear, yet I have this fatisfaCtion, that 
the fault of committing a vice, do's not con- 
iſt in the confeſſion of ir, bur in the yeilding 
to it, and therefore I own I have ſerved much 
more than athrice ſeven years Prenticeſhip in 


the Trade of Love, and its fooliſh. appendant 


Train of Fopperies, which was (7 conftſs) a 
great fault. againſt the well ſpending of 'my 
time, which might have been mueh berrer 
employ'd.in the duties of Re/ig/oy, than in the 
paſtimes. and vain company of modiſh Wo- 

B men ;/ 
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 . mex; byt | have now ferv'd-out-my Fime; in 
that: faoliſh_7rade, and am, become a-pertect 
freeman, as to. tharfolly df Courting all modiſh 
' Lagies; not that Tam at all grown Uſoman. ha- 
74t, or a;preciſePuritan;or-luchatmue Diſciple of 
Toh; 45 £0, make a Covenant with mine: yes; not 
ro, bchold -a: handſom. Woman, for -$ſhalb fill 
own; {look upon: ali: beautiful Women, to.come 
neareſt:of all Creatures 1n.. 4reghtneſs: and 
ſptendor:; to. the gloriaus: Angels, .and ami very 
much pleaſed, when þ can pals away an hour or 
rwo-in an afternaon,! among fuch of them as 
are:Not-itreligious, but of a vertuous.'reputa- 
tian,..and-are good Wits, free humor'd, and of 
pleaſant Converſe, for /tis not-keeping com- 
pany-with, but-paying an adorat/om:to,. Ladics 
beauty; that makes the crime ſinful z/ as *ris*not 
making!/wages to adorn Churches, but. building 
Churches: to worſhip, ſmages, that \makes 'the 
Tdolatry. | 
And-:fince Recreation for the mind: isas well 
neceſſary as: Exerciſe for the body, I ſee no 
reaſon, why it may not be lawful: for me to re- 
create ty ſelt,now and; then in an-afternoon, in 
ſuch gyod young Womens company-and con- 
verſation, to.hearitheir opinions, and diſcour« 
ſes, (which the rude fort of Men-calb Twat- 
lings ).on the 'Storjes/of the place,” and their 
ſeyera] fancies and judgments on the- divers 
Faſhions then worn ;. whoare the Women moſt 
ralk'd of;for whomgand what beauties are high: 
( c 


% 
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eft cried&pp, and'which of them loves moſt,and 
carries onan-{n#rigue beſt, _ higheſt; wears | 
the richeſt Clothes, keeps the fineff Equrpage;and 
has moſh Gallants, and hi Centleworns 5to 
be Married: to that Gentletnan; who'if Y littfe 
time will find- her De#rs muck preater” thin 


: 


her Beauty or Portion cither, and fuch —- | 
Mazd is to be Married by a Mateh' of? $22 
rents making to fuch a one;/' in whom*fhe will 
be very unhappy, her heart being prepoſ{efie 
by another, and ſuch at. old Mar is 'alous 
of his young Wife without a Cauſe, and ſuch a - 
young Man 1s not jealous of his handſom Wife 
with one, and the like Subjes, which Igrant 
in ſevere ſtriQtneſs, may be truly call'd an omilſ- 
ſion, in not ſpending our time ſo well as we 
ought, which I look upon to be more a venial 
vice, than an unpardonable fin, and therefore do 
not believe that the knowledge of my i»firmity, 
ought ro be the deſpair of my Recovery; but I 
am: truly pleas'd that all unlawful deſigns, 
and unchaſt deſires as to Women, are baniſhed 
from my heart, and that Yertue has made me 
quite leave them, before Age has made them 
quite leave me. 

But *tis more than time to finiſh this Dif- 
courſe, for I havedwelt longer on it than Tin- 
tended, bur the trouble of it, I hope the La- 
dies will the more eaſily pardon, ſince *tis 
notonly a fault, but a habit, that I have been 
much ſubje&t to, and long infefted with, 
by "ne | whicly 
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—_ is tobe === part owitho young Womens 
Comp ny, when,1 am once.-gor into. it, and 
4 6 ng I'will conclude this\Diſcourſe, with 
this Complement) to the Ladies, that I hear- 
ha hoe ic may-Prove as fatisfaftory and ad- 
to.them,. as to make them all now 
as fond of. piety, as,Þ-was once of beauty, and 
Une they may continue to love'it, as many 
years, as. did them, and then I. dare: aſſure || ( 
themchis double bleſſing, That they ſhall ici 
ther oe ill, nor die 6 young, 
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THE FOURTH 


DISCOURSE, 


Of the extraordinary governing Power 
that Womens Beauty now exerciſes 
over moſt Men. 


Leſs me and deliver me | What a ſtrange 

SubjeA doI now fall on, and into whar 
a vaſt Sea am I now Imbarking | The Bay of 
Biskay with all its proud ſwelling waves, is 
but as a calm pond to it; for that only toſ- 
ſes Ships into the Air, and preſently brings 
them down again ; but this SubjeQ elevates 
my Pen above the S{ze, and there leaves it ; 
for Womens governing Power, has no certain 
Top nor Bottom, but Czrcle-!ike, 1s without 
beginning or end : How can it poſſibly be 
then deſcrib'd, it being a meer Maze of dife 
ficulties, and a Labyrinth of Confuſions, 
in which it has made ſo many croſs 
Paths of pride and folly, vanity and 
power, as I know not which to take, or 
which to leave, where to advance, or how 
to retreat : And yet I find ia my felf an 
WI carneft 
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earneſt inclination to venture on it, though 
I am ſure tobe loſt in it ; for I muſt expe 
that this dull and ſhort Diſcourſe on the vo. 
luminous Subje& of beauties mighty power, 
can have no other fate than that of Rzveys, 
which ſtill rug with an eager, haſte, though 
it be only to plunge themſelves into the Sea, 
in which they are preſently loſt. 

Story tells us of ſome Engl:ſh Frigats that 
ſfaiPd up to Conſtantinople, and were there ſo 
generally admir'd, that the great 7xrk him- 
{clf went to fee them, and was very much 
taken with their beauty,ſhape and ſtrength ; 
and being told there were hundreds finer 
in England, he commanded that the Map 
of the World ſhould be preſently brought 
him, that he might ſee that brave Xzne-| 
dom , which produced ſuch pallant effects; 
the Map being come, he laid his finger} 
careleſly on it, and ask'd. whereabouts Exg- 
land was, bur the perſon that was to ſhew} 
it him, told him he-could not do it, till he} 
took off his finger, for it quite cover'd that 
Kingdom, 

Thus one Inch of the Worlds Map ſerves to 
ſet out all Englands Confines, but a hundred 
ſheets of Paper cannot half deſcribe the ex- 
traordinary bounds of Womens uſurping power : 
It Tlook up towards the height of it, T am con- 
founded at the fight of ſo bright and clear a. 
Scene of tmeer ſancitul Splendor, and if _ 

OWN 
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downwatds, on it, I riicet in my Compaſs, 
ctowds'of Adorets and Suitors thick proſtrate 
0- at their' feet, foe courting their great beau: 
; | 7», orhet$ admiring their igh ower, lome 
5, (| begging their ifavour, but moſt. bribing theic 
hw 7tereſt; | | Ry If 
| Butthotigh their beauty cannot at all Jaz/c 
_ my ſight, yet this Subje& do's indeed. puzzle 
at W my Peri, for really Iam fo far from knowing 
{of how to end this Diſcourſe, as I protels-I know 
n- Y fot yet where. co begin it, and indeed hon | 
:hY have writ all Icari oh it, I fancy I can make 
|; no other than this wholeſale judgment of it, 
er Thar beauties univerſal governing Power is of a 
9 miraculous nature like that of the Ebbing and 
itY Flowing of the Sea, every body may daily ſee 
o-© its ſtrange cffe&s, bur none can give a goyd 
38 reaſon for the true cauſe ; therefore Iam ſure 
ri ty weakneſs ought not to attempr, what the 
7-| ftrength of wit, atid Philoſophy could never 
wi perforn. | | » 
1} So that T am reſalv'd to venture on this Sub- 
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|| And fierce ftredm, > + wooded, 

1-| And thouphT know that the cauſe of Mens 
2: cnſlavidg themictives to handſoin Wamens 
power cannot ſpring bur from a mean flaviſh 
£h/3b Þ 4 | nature, 
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nature, and ſo ought not to be look'd upon 
better by any conſidering Men, than.a kind of 
Kingdom in the Myon or Fairy Land, only 
harch'd by the fiery amorous Love, of ,a high, 
luſtful; 'and enflam'd diſtemper'd. paſſion; 
ſeared in the vain Azery Regron, of meer- fooliſh 
imagination, being not grounded on any foun- 
dation of true reaſon or, good conſideration, 

- Yet cannot imitate the Map makers, ;who 
ſtill leave a blank for their Zerra Incognita, bur 
I muſt fill up my Paper, and rather than not 
write more of it, T will leave of ſcratching my 
head, and breaking my brain any longer about 
it, to find out how, and where to begin this 
defperate Subye&t, it being like a Coal all over 
rcd hot, there's no touching it in any part, 
without -urning 'one finger, 'tis like a Hedge- 
Hogg all over prickles, fo that twill be almoſt 
as hard a task for me ro know how to hit upon 
a fafe good way to begin this Diſcourſe, as to 
find'a ſure means: to putan end to Womens 
governing power. Bur ſince I muſt begin, I 
will as all Builders do, never mind to have the 
ani foundation ſtone cut into any ſhape ; ſo I 

am'reſolv'd ro lay my firſt entrance into this 

Ditourſe, on the Courtſhips, and power of the 

Telch Ladies, for there I fancy the Men take 

noipains; nor uſe any arts to ſquare or poliſh 

their. Addreſſes 3 but only take what comes 

"uppermoſt, as they ariſc out. of pure Natures 
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-. And truly Lam of . opinion that according 


tothe Rules of ſober reaſon, and naked truth, 
the Welch ought to be eſteem'd the more for 
it, ſince as, 'tis a general approv'd Rule, thar 
of evils we ought ſtill ro chooſe the leaſt'; fo 
ſure by the ſame ryfe of proportion, we ought 
of troubles to chooſe the ſhorteſt, which being 

ranted, we muſt neceſſarily come to own, 
that the Welch Courtſhip, and manner. of ma-+ 
king Love, muſt needs ſurpaſs our great 'Ma- 
ſters of that Trade:the Frevch;. for the Welch 
are-all plain honeſt dealing Men, and good 
kind friends, who are, well acquainted with 
one anothers humors; and therefore eſteem 
it ſuperfluous to make many words to a Bar- 
gain, which, makes them railly both the En- 


 gliſh. and the French, who they ſay dare nor 


approach their Mz{rifſes but with humble 
looks, and obedient poſtures, ſpeaking as S9- 
lomon ſays, Prov. 6. 13. With their feet, by 
making ſo many Legs before they come to them, 
and thoſe with as. much exactneſs, as Poets 
make Verſes, where every ſyllable muſt be 
weigh'd, that they may keep juſt Meaſures, 
and true Cadence, as well in their approaches 
as addreſſes: Nor dare they ſpeak to them bur 
with large Harangues of Praiſes, ſtil] beſieging 
their Miſtriſſes with Armies of Complements, 
in admiration of their beauty and perteCtions, 
and moſt of theſe fierce great Lovers, (I had 
almoſt ſaid worſe) differ and excel one _ 

ther, 
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ther, in their manner of Addreſſes; means of 
Approaches; expences in -Pteſcnts, degrees of 
Courtſhip, and ways of Treating and the like; 
Whereas the plain dealing bone Welch-men, 
are moſt of an equal kind -of breeding and 
birth, being all Gentlengn of Wates, and 


moſt of them 4ixb bors,: which is a truth, all 


that have 'Trayel'd chorow their Country 
will eaſily believe, fince really in one ſenſe, 
few of them can be other, -conſideririg the 
many: elevated: Moantatnis their Country is & 
made up with, nd yer I often obſerv'd in my 
Travelling through ir, that the Men of rhat þ 
Country, are generally: of a-very plain breed. 
ing, and much of a level Capacity, tor though 
ales is/highly ſeated, yer 'tis but of a ſhort 
extent, which occaſions the whole Country to 
lieunder the fame degree of Elevation. 
And as the: Welch Gentry have for the moſt 
t an averſion to the- Raomay Dottrin, ſo } 
they have no fancy for Rowayce Courtſhip, 
tew ſtudying the one, and fewet praCtifing 
the other; and yet for all they are borh great | 
Vertuoſos, and expert Soldiers in the Art of 
expeditiouſly managing a Yenw War, atid can 
ſooner take by ſtorm the: Fort -of their Welch 
Miftrifſes heart, than the 'Emplifþ or French 
can finiſhtheir Approaches to gain ſo-much 
as the ourworks of their Miſtrifſes civil and 
favourable-Looks. tt 121 = 
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Buc I amftray'd from my 7hemre, and there- 
ore Vil conclude *my Welth Travels, and In- 
eloping* Diſcourſes of Wates, leaving the 
elch Cavaliers to the power of their own 
puntry Miſtriſſes. | 
And take notice how we ate now in England 
hrunk into ſuch a Brood of anmaſculine Pett- 
1at Men that ate ſuch adorers of their Miſtril. 
$5 beaury, as they cannot behold” chem bur 
through che magnifying Proſpefive of their 
wnenflam'd luſtful paſſion,and amorous folly, 
phich renders their M5/rifſes beauty ſo large 
and Charming, and their Power ſo high and 
ighty, that like the poſſeſſed mar i# the Goſpel, 
hey will run chorow fire and water, 'in their 
we fit, and to feed their momentary flatnes, 
ill venture thoſe of evetlaſting Burning. 
This wretched ſort of Slaves to Womens 
over, who in their Courrſhip atid Addreſſes 


to pain their. Miſtrifſes hearts,” do ſo deſpe- 


tly hazard the lofs of their own Souls, by 
tending God in their words and actions, re- 
lemble exactly thoſe People of Jernſalem and 
Judah, which the' Prophet \ avyy cap. 3. V.8. 
Ipeaks of, They are fallen down becauſe their 
ongue and doings are againſt the Lord, provok- 
ing the Eyes of hls Glory. - 

And now the . Prophet has told 'you their 
fault, he will alſo tell you their puniſhment, 
The Lord of Hoſtwwill take from them the Judg 
and the Prophet, the Prudent and the — 

an 
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aud will give Children to be their Princes, au 
Babes to be their Governors; and pray wha 
is the conſequence of this noble 1ufant Gover h 
ment 2 why the Prophet tells you, Verſ. 5. 4: 
the People ſhall be oppreſſed one- by another 
every one by his Neighour,' the Child ſhall 
have himſelf proudly. agarnſ# the Angient, a 
the baſe again(t the honourable, &c, *, '" 
And as'tis a practical Art in Oratory tqkee; 
the beſt Arguments to bring up the Rear <f 
the Diſcourſe to leave the ſtrongeſt Impreſl: 
on at thelaſt, ſo God is pleaſed to reſerve for® 
the laſt, the greateſt puniſhment of all, which 
he here threatens by the Prophet when he 
tells men, verſe 12. Aud Women ſhall rule over; 
them. | Really 'tis a ſign the Peoples ſtay and 
ſtrength are gone, and their prudence out of 
Power, when Womenare placed to Rule over 
them, from whence without the help of Phi. 
loſophy, I can cafily extract \this Okſervation, 
Thar the Almighty who ſure þeſt knows the a- 
bilities of his awn Creatyres, places Women * 
in the ſame Rank with Children, thereby plain-(: 
ly denoting, That a Nurſery kind of Govern- 
went \uits beſt with Womens Power ; and this 
kind of doQrin is in ſome manner confirmed 
by S. Paul, though in a larger CharaQter, for he 
atcribes to, Women as their fir ſphere, and pro- 
per imployryentythe guidzyg of the houſe, that 
is, the Wemen in it. ' 


1 


There. 
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\ There,is an Author who in his diſcourſe of 
Women very well obſerves, that they have but 
 Mhree States of Life, Virginity, Marriage, and 
iddowhood ; for the fn two they are, or 
cht to be, ſtates of ſubjettion to Parents, and 
Hubands ; and for that of Widdowhood, God 
imſelf counts that ſtate of life to be deſolate and 
ſad, the Almighty having defign'd them for ſub- 
Welton. and therefore accounts i moſt miſe- 
able, when moſt at liberty from Mans Power. 
And now ſurely out of theſe reaſons and 
Rconſiderations of his, I may here ſafely, be- 
cauſe truly, draw this undeniable Argument 
and concluſion. 
That it cannot but be very bad for Men to 
be under Womens Government, when God 
lays. tis very fad for Women to be under their 
or YOWn. 
; And ſo I have done with .the time, when 
», | Vas appointed for Women to govern over 
a. Men; next of-courſe follows the manner how 
n {hey Ruled, and that we have an account of 
1 $in.few words, inthe 12 verſe of thar Chapter 
x. | #forementioned by the Propher, O my people 
Jays the Lord, Thoſe, (that s the Women). that 
JN tad ye, cauſe you toerr, and deſtroy the ways of 
1e 8 tfy Paths: Thus we find that error -and de- 
> | ſtruCtion, are the effets of Womens ruling 
it | Power, it being contrary to the ways of Truth, 
"(| (for it cauſeth Error,) and the Laws of Na- 
ture,' of Reaſon, I cannor ſay of common 
" " _T Practice; 
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Practice; and-it was here appointed, to: We 
men,.not'as a favour, but for a puniſhmen 
as.an effect of Gods wrath againſt his Peopl; 
being a Reverſe of the .Fundamental La 
which was. made by God almoſt as foon as thi 
World, I am ſure as early as the firſt: Man i: 
 &; for Sacred writ tells, that *twas laid as2 
load on. the firſt Woman for her difobedienc: 
to. her Maker, that ſhe ſhould be fubje& to he 
Husband, and: though to be ſo. now, is but 
the practice of very few Wives of our Ape, yet 
that do's not hinder it from.being; the duty of 
all from the beginningof the World. . 
Therefore let. all our high ſpirited govers 
ing Wameu, who'make their filly. Husbands, 
and fooliſh Gallants, ſuch ſlayes:ro their Power, 
becauſe admirers of their beauty, remember 
what one very well obſerv'd, That the day of 
the:date of. Womens Power: over: Man, was the 
day af the date of her. fin againſt God : It being 
moſt clear and: plain, that: from. Adams time, 
the: Woman. ought to be in ſubjeCtion tothe 
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Man, and therefore S.. Paul: ſaid, 1'will not 
hawe. the. Woman uſurp an authority over the 
May, and: ſeems: to give the | Reaſon, for- fri 


Adam: was made, then Eve: 

- Seneca.well obſerves in ſaying, There is ſome: 
thing of meanneſs in the moſt ſeeming gallant aud 
inviting ſm; I am. ſure there is a great meaneſi 
of /Spirit in Mens ſo ſubje&ting themſelves to 


Womens power, ſince ſuch:muſ} jn- effect de f 
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clare,that they.have loſt not only the Cou- 
eof Men, but the very Nature ofGent/emen, 

h —_ did'I ſay, they have loſt che Nature of 
Geattemen, nay I might have added, zhe 
ff natural right and reaſon of humanity, and de- 
aff ſerve-to looſe the great honour of being Ex- 
$a 4/6 Men, for ſuch Petty-Coat Men ought to 
cell be Tranſplanted rinto;the Suburbs of England, 
il Wales, where the Language of that: Country 
ul firs exactly their efleminate humor, who by a 
«ff kind: of Welch Paradox, call the Man; bur, not 
off be,” and indeed har, ſuits betten than he, with 

- E ſuch a ſort of fewale:Gentry, who are compoſed 
x. of ſuch unumaſculine Spirits. | 
1.0 -- Really when Lrefle&t on what Crowds there 
7. are; of this piriful rank of Men, who take fo 
crfl great pride and. delight, in being | conſtane 
of] adorers, and humble ſervants to their Miſtrif. - 
be fÞ es beauty, not in. railery, but in reality, who 
wh] are-as'very happy in their own conceit, it their 
c | Miſtrifſes do. oblige them with/a kind word, 
x} or favourable look, as it-the DaySzar from 
ot | above had: come to viſit them, and to lead 
he | them into eternal light, and that all the 4- 
i ſpefts. of . the Stars had:combin'd together, to 

be propitious to them. | 

ef Vet:after all 'tis a very great- pity, that 
d | theſe.ſort of Miſtrifles, do not beſtow on theſe 
{| kind of ſervants Lace to. their Coats, for fure 
0 
*s 


of] they are fools enough to deſerve it, and I ſee 
> | £0 reaſon. why: ſuck: who I of 
, their 
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veries, and be out of Countenance to be known 
Fools by. their Coats, when. they, are: not 
aſham'd to deſerve'that name by their :aQti- 
ONS. 1 | 
Solomon ſays a flothful Man ſhall be covered 
with rags; and fo indeed ought ſuch'Men, 
who are dull and drowſic in the (exerciſe of 
their own-.power, and / over-attive in {pak 
obedience.to: Womens, for: which they: well 
deſerve to.wear the Colours. of their Miſtriſles 
Soveraignity; and. their flayery, on the ragg'd 
Fools Coat of: their own ſimplicity. 

Sure all ſuch Men as will debaſe themſelves 
into ſuch aneffeminarte ſervitude, as to render 
it both caficand habitual to them, cannot pre- 
tend'in the leaſt' tro poſſeſs a noble or gene- 
rous ſpirit, for that muſt be averſe to it, ſince 
it makes a Man not ony unfit to ſerve his Xing 
and Country, (the duty of every good Subje&,) 
bur even to:be uſeful ro himſelt, and family. 
Whereas if young Men ſtudied noble Sciences, 
inſtead of courting handſom Women, who: can 
only divert their Time, probably corrupt their 
Lives, whercas the practice of vertue, and the 
ſtudy of Men and buſineſs, with other uſeful 
Sciences, will refine: and ſtrengrhen- their 
knowledge, tortifie prudence in their aCtions, 
kindle Magnanimity in their hearts, raiſe glo- 
rious deſires in their 'minds, and fo poliſh and 
regulate all the weighty ations of cheic mw 
0 


their ſervice; ſhould refuſe ro. wear their Li: 
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ſoas to render them fit to ſerve their Country, 
both in"War'and Peace, and themſelves and 
families'to boot,” which advantage” can/neyer- » 
redound on (either, by courting and ſerving 
beauty never ſo long, tor meer beauty ſake:: 
And I wonder your beauty Conrtiers do not 
© obſerve, thar great beauties ſeldom eſteem, the 
Jong atrendance, 'or great ſervices of their Ad» 
rers as they ' ought, becauſe they value more 
their own beauty. than they ſhould, which 
makes\it common for ſuch Women to ruin 
their Lovers liberty, to proclaim their own 
Soveraignty- over it, and therefore ſure it can} 
not appear 'yery unreaſonable, that ſuch Men 
as will make themſelves: Slaves to Womens 
beauty, ſhould paſs for fools in ſober Mens 
thoughts. | 50? | 
Indeed there's one Law (and but one Law I 
know) which though a French one, yet -as 
great lovers as our Engliſh Ladies are. of the 
French faſhions 3 they are fo far from eſteem- 
ing or allowing it, as they will not endure fo 
much as to hear it nam'd, and thar's called the 
 Salick Law, which in France prohibits the fe- 
male Sex from ' wearing the Breeches, and 
Reigning, which our 'high-ſpirited governing 
Women in England, ſo hate the Name of, as 
there was a report, they were abour calling a 
Parliament of Women, to vote ir high Trea- 
fon, againſt the Power of their preſent Govern- 
ment, 'to but name bringing . that Law.:into 
_—_ Go - * 
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Exgiand ; but as good- fortune would have it, - 


they could:not agree among themſelves abour 


chuſing a: Speaker, for every. -ong would be 


one, and knowing where all wilſpeak aloud, 
none can be' heaxd, -they were neceſſitated. in 
—_ to. difſalve that- Parliament ' de- 
Ei " truly in my opinion, at the;high rate of 
power Womens beauty now:Governs, ' the La- 
ares have: no cauſe to be concern'd, that the 
Breeches are notgiven to themby Add off Parlia- 
mem, ſince it is treely.beſtowed on them by the 
Cuſtom of the Country,and Cuſtom you know makes 
Laws, and thoſe as binding as:any ſhe- A of 
Parliament, ſince they are ratified and confirm- 
ed:by the Major part-of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal," as well as the Knights Burgeſſes, and 
Commons, who by many - Signs and Tokens 
give great caulſe.of fear, that they: have ſub- 
mitted, .in a perfe& obedience to beauties So- 
veraign power ;and Wives Gcyernment over 

their Husbands. , Argon | 
. Indeed-for the Proteftant:Clergy,' they mull 
be concern'd parties and fellowſufferers, in-the 
general'Calamity of having 'Governing Wives : 
butfor the RomanClergy,they ate quite freefrom 
that: miſery and/ſerviude, becauſe they muſt 
never:Marry, ſo-that they can be'no concern'd 
parties, as'to their -own Wives, and- therefore 
may be aiding and-afſiſting\in promoting, and 
' confirming” Wives in their /Uniyerſal ——_ 
I C y 
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chy over their poor Hyusbands, which they are 
briskly fayling towards with atoo proſperous 

- Gail:-- But-L hope the Fares will: protect poor 
Husbands, from ſuch an- unnatural, ſhametul, 
and 7yraxnicah kind of, Government; for it.cver 
all Wives ſhould attain ro that Supremacy . of 
Power, ( which but too many have already, ) 
Wives would then make ſuch a total deſtruCti- 
on of all. Husbands authority over them, - as 
the Wives. Monarchy would be then ag abſolute 
in England, as that of the French King. .is now 
in France, and would make then their: Z/us- 
bands as. great Fools, as:that X7»g do's now his 
ordinary Subjedts Slaves: In ſhort I really fan- 
cy, Engliſh Wives would be then as very reſo- 
-lute -in maintaining their new Franchiſes: oyer 
all their Zusbands in England, as the Pope is 
now ſteady in deſtroying the old Franchiſes of 
all Ambaſſadors. in Rowe. 

Then. we muſt conclude, that Diogenes 
his Prophecy is fullfil'd, who order'd, him- 
ſelf tro be buried with his Face downward, 
ſaying, The World will turn upſide down, and 
then he ſhall Ze in his right place. Then we 
ſhall reckon as the old Germans and Gauls did, 
by Nights, not Days: Then we ſhall look on 
All Government, as we read Hebrew, that's 
backward. Then that Verſe ſhall be razed 
our, of the Bible, that ſays the Woman: 3s the 
weaker Veſſel : Nor ſhall S. Pauls inſtruftion to 
Titus when heleft him in Crete, paſs for good 
C 2 pra- 
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' praCtical DoCtrin, '1 7im.'12. That young' We 
men, \are to'be ſober, "diſcreet," and obedient 
to their Hubands, the Apoſtle thereby plainly 
implying, That a Wives obediente,is'a Wives 
diſcretion, Then ſhall the old Men"ſee Viſions, 
and the: young Men; *(eſpecially the* married) 


4 
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dream Dreams. ( 
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And now I would gladly hear what ſort of 
anſwerand interpretation, the Governing. ſpirit 
Ladies will make to the Queſtion of our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, Can the Servant be greater than 
his Lord? For, ſurely Wives aſſuming power, 
cannot render them ſo over ſenſeleſs, as rofancy 
he ask'd it as a Queſtion of doubt, but ſpoke 
It as a thing of impoſſibility, that a' Servant 
cati be preater than his Lord, any more than 
a Son elder than his Father. "LAM 

And now Women are about impoſſtbilities, 
and vain dreams, metlfinks they ought to en- 
deavour getting the Philoſophers fone, for that 
would be very convenient to carry about in 

_ - their Breeches Pockets, ſo that as they have now 
got the powerful knack, to change' Men into 
Women, and their poor Husbands Rentals into 
Shop-books, fo they may then by the vertue of 
the fameElixir, and the more powerful Charms 
of their own killing beauty, turn all Metal into 
Gold, as well as too many Wives now a days 
turn their filly Flusbands Lands and Wood's in- 
to rich Gownes, and fing Coaches. *Twas the 
ſaying of a great Romani (whol fancy — 
44 a kin 
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a kind of an £»g/irſp! humot'd Wite) that the 
Wometis rich Gowns deſtroy'd more Men, than 
all the Enemes Arrows. : 
And now/Reader, Iam ſure you muſt berir'd 
as well as©Iam'of-this Subje&t of Womens 
Power,- tho many Men are not of their ſubje- 
fon to it, and therefore I will now take leave 
of theſe preat 'beauty' adorers, for I cannot as 
they do,” Dream with my Eyes open, nor can 
I ſpare: them ſo much 'of my patience, as to 
wait for the Chimera iſſues of their Dreams, my 
deſign being only to write of, not to dwell on 
this Subje&t, and perhaps I have already nor 
only writ more on it than I ſhould, bur ſharper 
- of it than Tought; for conſidering how pe- 
-nerally, as well as powerfully Women now 
wear the' Breeches, 'tis dangerous provoking 
them, eſpecially having now in my mind the 
ſaying of a great Philoſopher, Thoſe that confi- 
der little (as moſt Women do) are apt to be an- 
gry ſoon, 

And' ſure if wiſe Solomon in his days, when 
certainly the Women did not then pretend to 
Half the power they now uſurp, could prefer 
dwelling in a Wilderneſs, before living with 
an angry Woman, how cautious,-ady fearful 
ought the* writers of this ſubje& ro be in of- 
fending them, when their Anger is as fierce, 
as their power is great ; and in ſome Women, 
their - paſſionate revengeful humor ſuitable to 
þoth : "Therefore if the Apoſtle thought he 
w-. C 3 had 
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had good reaſpn to pray; to be. deliver'd from 
unreaſonable Men; ſurgMen may.ako-pray to 
be deliver'd from unreaſonable Wamen. 
' And doubtleſs as)is:fuirsweltprich, all rhe || ** 
- meaſures of, rrue; Reaſgg,7; and-,ggod: Policy, S 
that thoſe who Command, ought tgibe-, wiſer 0) 
than they; who are, ro, obey. . Ang ;therefore 5 
Women, ought not. to,u(e, a-Soveraignty over 
Mens ACGtions, whilſt, chey are, Subjects. to 
their own. Paſſions, and; ſure.nong,-can,deny 
this Truth, that, ſhe, who cannor Rule her ſelf, 
is very unfit to Govera,another., - --- 

Bur 'cis full tywe for, ime to. begin ro relin- 
quiſh the argumeat of this dangerous-;$ubyett, 
having ſpent time enough in dabling. my Pen 
on the brinks +of ir, . for-I did not dare venture 
farther, for fear I could ,not ger out of it, -{o 
ſtcong and fierce, is the ſtream of female power, 
thac like an anruly torrent it runs ſo yiolent, 
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will ig making, the beſt uſe to have them pro- 
pergus, . And ſo in Sa/dzerſhip, in'extremity 
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' Tropbies of agreat Conquelt, and that Soldier, 
who has only Courage to make a bold Charge, 

and wants skill to make a good Retreat, has 

learn'd bur half that belongs to the making of a 

great Captain 'We read that Homer the King 

of Poets;praifed Achilles for underſtanding the 

great Art, of knowing how, and when'to'runh 

away conveniently : Adverſity hath herYer- 

twes, as wellas Night has her Stars, anda great 

General may ſhew his good Condud, in the 

midſt of his bad fortune, and ill ſucceſs. ''So 

I cannot bur hope, that this my attempt'in 

writirig for the moderating Womens 'over- 

ruling power, was good, tho my ſucceſs jn-ac- 
compliſhing is but bad, and : therefore I-will 

give it over. And as Ships of War, fireGuns 
in their Retreat our of their Stern, fo:ſha{l 1 

here in the end of chis Diſcourſe, difcharge' in 

my Retreat this farther Conſideration, 'Thar 
Wives over-governing Power runs. its Courſe 
quite contrary to the overflowing ſtreams 'of 
the River Nilus, for that by it produces- great 
advantage where c'er it goes, withour letting 
any know from whence it comes; burall Men, 
(and in a moſt eſpecial manner che Married;) 
can 'tell by woful experiencc, that Womens 
ovetflowing/powet, in goyerning their - Hus- 
bands, mult and does produce tad effects, and 
ſhameful diſorder where. e're-ir: goes, 

- And do:but. ask one» of theſe mean-ſpirited 
Husbands, from whence his Wives'gayernitg 
\ C4. _ powne 
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power comes, and hecannot deny; butitflows 
rom the ſame ſpring his mean/cffeminate hu. 
mor does, in allowing it, uſurpation; and; Iam 
ſure our father Adam, for being; rul'd by his 
Wite, . did juſtly receive, as'well astruly'.de- 
ſerve, Gods wrath, and puniſhment-for its and 


; therefore ſurely all ſuch mean;' tame, -pitriful 


s contempt and ſcorn as the juſt demeritof 
{o:ſhameful a condeſcenſion, which argues/ci- 


Mano _ Husbands,; well deſerve: all fober 


- ther their want of wit of manhood!' And now 


the-only hope of Reformation that appears to 
me-on this particular is, that So/omon tells us, 
there's a time for all things, a time to mourn, and 
A time to #ejoyce; ſo that there may be yera time 


- thereafter, for Wives to obey, as well as they 


have'now to! command, and when they will 
fubmir-as they ought to their Husbands Go- 
yettiment, then they will certainly deſerve thar 

raiſe/and reſpe& that is due to the honour of 


theirSex,and receivethe admiration of all Mens 


juſtcourtſhip and eſteem: then may be preſenr- 
ed on' the Stage apain, the old-faſſion Play; fo 
yety long our of date, (as few Husbands re- 
member it wasever Ated,) call'd Rule aWife, 
ant bifve a Wife, which indeed very few Huſ- 
bahds gate fay they do, ( I mean before their 
Wives,.) and few would be beliey'd if they re- 


ally did, fo rare and: ſtrange a thing is this 


” . : 


thing call'd.Wife: obedience, as niany believe 
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$0 that I muſt be forc'd to yield that this 
rare Woman temper of Wite obedience is a 
thing only to be hoped, not expeQted, and 
thereforel will not vainly ſtrive as Xerxes did, 
to level Mountains, nor with Neyo, attempt 
to alter the Courſe of the Sea ; bur inſtead of 
endeavouring ſuch impoſſibilicties, I will now 
wiſely reſolye, neither to trouble my felf, nor 
ruling Wives, todiſlwade them to leſſen their 
governing power, which I am ſure, would be 
a Task as hard for me to obtain, as that of 
Xerxes or Nero was to perform : Womens go- 
yerning power, being ſo long and deep rooted 
an uſurpation, poſſeſſed by ſo many Wives,and 
yielded to by ſo many Husbands, as long Cu- 
ſtom has made it a Dileaſe in moſt Husbands 
minds, incident like the infirmities of ſickneſs 
or age to their bodies, which commonly has 
ſuch diſtempers that attend it, that they are 
worthy of all Mens pity, tho' paſt all Mens 
cure : Therefore [ will imitate your goodPhy- 
ſitians, who eſteem it unſafe to ſtir up thoſe 
| humors, they cannor poſſibly purge away, 
and upon this conſideration [| ſhall now muzle 
my Pen, and found a Retreat, eſteeming it 
more wiſe and ſafe, to think much, rather 
than write more on this extenliyve and dange- 
rous Subject, 
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THE FIFTH 


DISCOURSE, 


Of the inconftancy of moſt young 
Ladies, eſpecially that are cryd up 
beauties, and the folly of any ane 
that believes he is fully acquainted, 


and ſolely poſſeſſed of a vain La: 


dies heart, and can give good rea- 
ſons for the warious motions of her 


Love-Changes. 


Cannot deny but that young Womens 

L Company may be very advantageous, as 
wellas agreeable to young Men, as being ve- 
ry uſcful ro whet their Wit, to civilize their 
behaviour, and to poliſh their Diſcourſes ; but 
yet they ought ſtill to remember, that the 
Converlation of theſe vain young gayLadies, is 
to be us'd but like Sawce to Meat, good to 
quicken the Stomack,but bad to make a Meal 
on, being tobe taken like ſtrong Cordials,not 
too much,nor too often,and therefore to make 
their viſits ſo maderate, as not to keep longer 
in their Company than juſt to refreſh and fit 
their minds for better employment, wn by 
th. thele 
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theſe means young Men may reliſh young La- 
lies Converſation with great guſto, and return 
to. them with a no leſs vertuous than agree- 
able.inclination. / 

Bur inſtead of obſerving theſe wiſe meaſures, 
moſt of our young Gallants, make Courting 
of handſom Women, not only their paſtime, 
bur their buſineſs, fo as to waſt all their Time, 
and uſe all cheir endeavors in the purſuit, and 
attempts of gaining every new handſom face 
they ſee, and if it be but new; it muſt be hand- 
ſom and taking, if 'twere only for being new, 
on the modiſh account of ſweet variety. 

And truly moſtiof our vain -Ladies fall not 
at all ſhorr' of them in the ſame att of Incon-» 
ſtancy, but are as extravagantly fooliſh; and 
alittle real as they, and therefore-if 'twere 
poſſible ro perſwade young Gallants and La- 
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dies, 'bur to allow themſelves time ſeriouſly 


to conſider this matter, T am apt to think firſt 
that Men would be aſham'd of their ' folly to 
rely onthe airy, fickle and inconſtant humors 
of moſt 'of our vairs modiſh Ladies, - efpecially 


that are the cried-up beauties, and theſe our - 


hckle Ladies no leſs bluſh '(T mean if their 
Peeter: would give them leave,) at their indi- 
(cretion ' in receiving thoſe high praiſes, arid 
believing thoſe greax Complements, and often 


them, when in teal Truth, theſe Gallanrs are 
3 much inconſtame to their Miſtriffes as their 
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repeated Oaths, rheir young 'Galkints make 


Miſtriſſes - 
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+ Miſtriſſes catl be to them; and their perjured 
Vows of conſtancy -on /borh#ſides, weigh as 
little in themſelves, as the-breath that ſpeaks 


chem, which immediatly vaniſhes into;meer 


Air, without ever -making the leaſt return, 


their Tongues and Hearts being ſo great ſtran- 
gers, 'as there's: ſeldom any correſpondence 
between them; ſo that 'tis moſt certain that 
ſuch Men may very rationally extraCt our of 
Womens fickleneſs, this true Concluſion, that 
the more they confide, cither on Chance, | For- 
ryne, or handfom Womens Conſtancy, (which 
areall three now a days much alike,) the more 
folly as well as falſchood they entertain in 
their relyance and depending on them, 

Sir John Sucklin was a perſon of great Wit 
and Parts, and not only highly eſteem'd of by 
the! applauded witty Men, but by the hand- 
ſom Ladies of his age, and was one who had 
made many Philoſophical Eſſays, on the wa- 
vering nature, and yarious windings of many 
of the Ladies-hymors, and inclinations, as far 
as an extraordinary Wit, a plentiful Fortune, 
2 liberal Mind, an open Purſe, and a Yexus 
heart, could carry him; and after having em- 
ploy'd all theſe, with all the care ang induſtry 
imaginable, he found moſt young” Womens 

rts, ſo volatile and inconſtant;- and to 
me ſo far ſhort of real Truth, as nothing can 
be farther; which occaſion'd this noble XAuight- 
Errant, to leave . behind him'in Pring; this 
+4165 144 - friendly 
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A chat it might appear as pub- 
| ens inconſtancy, or young 
Mens __ who pretend. to a-perfect know- 
ledge, and ſole poſſeſſion of a young beauties 
heart;' you that propound to your ſelves propriety 
in Love, know Womens hearts like ſtraws do move, 
and that which you vainly think is Sympathy with 
youg 1s really but Love to Jet in general. 'R 
Indeed the moſt experienc'd Yenuws Philoſo- 
phers, and enlightned Inſpectors into the hu- 
mors of moſt Womens hearts, and affections, 
are apt to make as groſs oyerſights, in their 
gueſſes, and fancies of their making good Wives, 
or true Loyers, as the ableſt Scamen do often 
commit miſtakes in their ſight at Sea, ſome- 
times taking Land for Clouds, other times 
Clouds for Land. . 
Really the very beſt and moſt able Mafters 
| of Art, and moſt Critical Enquirers with their 
- | greateſt obſervations, and pretences of knoaw- 
"|| edge as to the Motions of Ladies hearts, can 
8 only make ſuch imperfe& gueſſes and ſpecu- 
| lations as Aſtronomers do of the Operation 
| -of the Stars, which is but -by the great; 
they can give an-account of the general order 
of” Providence in their Stations and Motions, 
but can give no certain Rule, or true Meaſure 
to diſcern their Influences upon particular aCQti- 
©Ons, or bodies, no more, than they can give a 
reaſon, (other than Gods Will,) why conſtanc 
ſucceſs attends this Mans undertakings, and a 
| con- 


44 


ARA 4 £2 T3277 * © 


_—, 7 


4 - ., 
OOO Abbas. AAA. A 
2 ne = +; oF. 5 5 - 


0 COOGEE IEG wet od i toe Foes Lan p_—_ 


LR CRIES 3a dos tiers , k ry 
4 +: vn. £ AIC r F, &© 
£ 7 3 . . M_/ « 0 
p GD ——— —  ——  — 
OO * 
"© p- " | H » 
ef. þ ; | 
wn "s 


\Men, - freely own their ignorance asto thecer- 


.vidence as to the event of things in this world: 
[therc being ſuch an infinity of Cauſes that de. 


Chriſtians eſteem it their beſt and ſafeſt way, 


dence in the Iflues cither of his Mercies or 


_ +fatisfied with theſe general notions, that their 
--minds, and. inclinations are generally bent ro-fſ v 


: witty, high born, well bred; and thelike; but 
: how to diſcern ſpecial Cauſes, for particular 
*:Qccurrences, and to-beable ro tell the true 
reaſons, and give the juſt: meaſures, for. Wor 
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continuedill fortune waits er Mans en 
deavors,or Why a wicked cufW&T yrant ſhould 
live out his Natural Lite praſperouſly among 
his abuſed Vaſlals, and our- highly excellent, 
andtruly pious Martyr King Charles the- firſt, 
of ever Bleſſed Memory, ſhould be barbarouſly 
Murder'd by his own free Subje&s; which is: 
moſt clear and plain.Leſſon of inſtrufion, nor 
to Judg the true right of: Cauſes, by the falſe 
lighc K. ſucceſſes, and therefore ſober religious 
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tain Cauſes, of the divers ctte&s of Gods pro. 


© Q,0 


pend on one another, that good and wil: 


rolivein a ſtate of Neutrality, as to a pretend- 
ing knowledge, of the effects of Gods provi- 


Q & FF © 3.0 


Judgments. 

-- And truly if our young-Gallants were as 
wiſe as they ought to be, they would alſo live 
inaState of Neutrality, as to their Judgment of 
the motions of: young Ladies fancies, and be 
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wards men, who are\young, handſom, rich, 
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ad DES/COURSES 
mens'fo often differing and. varying, in. their 
Loyei. fancies, #$1-believe beyond: the power : 
of: Manito: Judge; ſome Women-eſteeming the: 
black before thie fair,  others-the fair: before 
the black, in which few agree; -or this /hand- 
ſom Man before r'other, and. ſometimes an-ug- 
ly-Man before: them both, Womens likings co; 
Men,: being like their mode of governing, who: 
tho rhe power. be ſtill rhe ſame-and certain, 
yetithe manner of it is always:changeable and 
inconſtant. --->r | ot 
1fay in all theſe changes or rovings of fan- 
cy, the moſt knowing, and experienc'd Lovers, 
can make at very beſt but imperfe&t Gueſlas, 
almoſt as very.uncertain as Womens Conſtan- 
cy,-or young Mens: Love ; which -indeed\ is 
much of the nature of common Hay and Stub- 
ble;: which a little ſpark lights, and a ſmall 
time-conſumes; young Men being more .in- 
conſtant in their addreffes, than very beauty 
in its duration, -moſt- of our young Gallants 
Love, : being not able to: keep up to rhe fame 
degree of Elevation, as the Crnkuns where- 
in their Miſtriſſcs beauty does: In a word, I 
think. the beſt Wit, and moſt 'knowing . Lo+ 
ver; cannot ſay-better of the nature. of: Wo- 


| mens Love, than.:what S. Auſtin ſaid of the 


nature of the; Times, 7 fancy 1 know it, when 
vo body: bids me deſcribe it, but find I am igue- 
rant- of it, when any does. | 


Truly | 
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43 CHARACTERS”. 

' *- Truly few of ourvain Ladies, ' guide them- }} # 
ſelves in their Loye'choicesby the-clear Light, | 7 
and true Feule of Reaſon, which occaftons their }| " 

" being ſo'often miſled by the vain Loveflaſhes-Þ| © 

of their preſent Airy fancy. ' And indeed when: | " 

a young; Mans alluring beauty, (or what elſe || * 

you/pleaſe to call it,) attra&ts a"young Wo. || { 

mans ſight, and thereby moves her ficklefan- || 
, and inconſtant likings, and ſo ſtamps a | ® 
erce, bur.thaſty impreſſion 'of Love oniticr 

tender ſlippery heart, which-commonly makes ſ 

the neweſt obje&, the richeſt prize, for indeed || © 

moſt of our modiſh Ladies Gallants are to them || ® 

like the Faſhions, where uſually the laſt Com- d 

mer, is beſt lik*d, and moſt us'd. | 

And the Jeſt gf it is, that 'many of theſe 


changeable Ladies being ſo ſmitten, are apt to 

believe that this their laſt Love is the only true |} 
one, \and that all their former Loves were but |"! 
a kind of Muſhrom Love, which ſprung upin [| " 
a Nightas Muſhroms do, without any Roo ; k 
bur that this their preſent Loveis built on good " 


reaſon,” and/ true conſideration, and therefore 
ſhall be like the Laws of the Medes and Per- þ 
frans, unalterable, being ſo deeply engraven 
;n their marble hearts as tis neyer to be-alter- 
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ad D19 E'S. 59 
fot probable, rhat i their preſent paſſion of 
Love that is ſo newly kindled and fully lighted, 
may -in'ſome farrhet time be ſwallow'dtp, and 
extinguiſhed by a mote invititig beauty; char 
may preſent more charming and agrecable; 
and 'ris moſt certain that the Love which- poſ- 
ſeſſes and-inflames-a young Ladies heart laſt; 
Eclipfes all former fancies, as the Suns appear- 
ance darkens'all other Lights, the Sun being 
to be ſeen by 'no other light buthis own. - Tn 
ſhort, moſt Womens hearts, and Love vows 
of Conſtancy, are to be -read bur like ſtrange 
Ptophecies, which are to be underſtood; not 
by cheir Words, but by their Events. 

Indeed 'moſt-of our airy Ladies, are ſo yola: 
tile and fickle in their Amours, as fior only 
their Eyes, hearrs and inclinations, but'their 
whole nature is ſo addifed to change afid vas 
fiety, as one might as eaſily fix Merctiry, or 
make brickle Glaſs malleable, as to fix a young 
Womans humer; and* love-fancy, ſo as not 
to break our intochangeand iticonſtancy,they 
being more fickle and changable, than the very 
Wind it ſelf, for there are Trade Winds that 
blow (till certainly; one way all the Year, with- 
our ever {alrering from the fame Poinr” ahd 
Place; but a vain Ladies Conſtancy, ts'tiot cer- 
tainly co be found at any time, or irl any place; . 
their Love-humors being” like the. Camelions 
Colouts, whoſe ptoperty is to have no cettaitnt 
dne.  'So that 'cis no wonder: to find'a young! 
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Wbman that is inconſtant, bur a greater one 
ro. find one that is not; 'the Earth being nor 
more yariable in; all her Properties, 'nor the 
Heaven ia all its Influences, than moſt of the 
vain great beauties are in their Loye-fancies; 
and ſure, if the Baſis and ground-work. of their 
whole Love-nature be ſandy, the more Men 
foundation on their Conſtancy,. (L mean only 
in, point of Love) the more they. expoſe them- 
ſelves to. their deceit, and conſequently to 
creating their miſery. | | 
Therefore I am, clearly of opinion, | that as 
to. Ladies Conſtancy, , when the greateſt Cri. 
ticks have made their moſt ſtudious Obſler- 
vations, and  Eflay'd their moſt ſubril experi- 
 ments,..0n all the points of Loves Compals, 
they,muſt own their Ignorance touching the 
vatious ways and diverlity of motions of Wo- 
mens minds, fince Love often. works upon 
their Imaginations, and flies to their Hearts, 
as, Bluſhes do to, their Faces,. which they can 
acither..command their going, or hinder their 
coming; ſince they. {till go and come at their 
own rate; / theretore. I am fully ef, opinion, 
that-the moſt able Artiſts, Naturaliſts, and Ve- 
,». Philoſophers with all their ſpeculative 
Rules and Mcalures, ought to ſtrike Sail, and 
. Yaeld. to-.common practical experience, as. to 
the Charces of young, Womens ſeveral fancies 
in; their Love-likings 3-.and to grant that Mens 
belt Logick will-be co, Argue, in moſt young 
"Ih (! Women: 
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Womens way of Arguing, *Tis ſo, becauſe 


«is lo. 
Since then the diſcovery of the Ebbing and 


Flowing of young Womens hearts and minds, 


are like that of the Sea, a wonderful Motion, 


expoled to the publick view of all, but con» 
ceal'd from the true knowledg of any, for 
one may as rationally hope to find the Philoſo- 
phers Stone, that turns all Metals into Gold, 
as to find the Art of turning all young Ladies 
Love-fancies fo as,to meet in one Centre of 
Conſtancy; which is asimpoſſible as to be able 
to meaſure the Sea with your Span, or what's 
as feaſible,to fathom the depth of a young Wo- 
mans inclinations, with the Plummet of your 
reaſon, their changable Love beiag as very far 
from true cerrainty, as almoſt the drop ot Ink 
that writes this is from the Ocean : There- 
fore I ſhall end thisDiſcourle with this ſerious 

Conſideration, and Reſolution, that ſince *cis 
not in the power of Man to find it out, fairly 
to leave it as ſuch, and hereafter only to won- 
der, at ones wondring, at my not being able 
to diſcover the various humors, and intricate 
windings of young Womens minds at all 
times, when few of them know their owa at 


any time. 
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THE SIXTH 


DISCOURSE, 
Of Marriage, and Wives who uſurp 


a governing Power over their Hus- 
bands, which is now ſo common," as 
zt's become almoſt the general grie- 
vance of the Nation. 


Here are of Wives, as of moſt other 
things, two ſorts,the good and the bad; 

the 2009 preſents theHusband withmuch hap- 
pinef(s,and great Content ; and the bad creates 
as much miſery and difſatisfaQtion : The firſt 
is a kind of Heaven, the ſecond a fort of Hell 
upon Earth, for there can be no Purgatory 
ſeated in the mid way between them for out 
of Purgatory *tis poſſible to be redeem'd for 
Mony, but from Marriage *tis impoſlible to 
be ranſom*d bur by death, AI T (hall ſay of 
Purgatory 1s, that if there's ſuch a Place, 
(which I cannot believe) tho? it may be much 
viſited, yet I fancy *cis little inhabited, be- 
cauſe ſuch as have Mony may buy themſclves 
out of it, and thoſe that, haye none, are not 
worth keeping in it, : 
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T ſhall here only name ſome of the main&<in- 


. predients that go ro make up the Compoſiti- 


on of a real happy Marriage, to. complear _/ 


which there muſt be on both ſides, hearty love, - 


and true tking ; thar ſo rhey may joyn their 
Hearts, as well as the Minifter does” their 
Hands, and as their Marriage Vow makes 
them tho two, | but one Fleſh; ſoit muſt make 
them both; to- be but of one Mind, and'one 
Concern, which.is, to pleafe one another;. and 
to this good-Confort of Humors, and Inclina- 
tions, there muſt be added a like degree of 
Ave, and a fuirable manner of brecding as 
well as ar equality of Families and Fortunes, 
and all thcfe Flowers are to be bound up inro 
a tweet and well-made Noſegay, by a fervent 
Zea', and a holy love toPiety and Vertue, for 
withour a 'mixture of theſe, 'the- Married 


, Couple, do but found their happineſs 'on'the 


Sand, and” build all their hopes of Content, 
with untempered Mortar ; for tho "tis as true 
as common, that meer beauties do often breed 
preat fondneſs,” yer it can never create rrue 
Love; for beauty is bur rhe ſlight fading var- 
niſh of the Face which ſoon wears off, but Ver- 
tte is the ſubſtantial laſting ' beauty of 'the 
Mind, and makes a handſom fine Lady, like 
the Kings Daughrer all glorious within,” and 
preſerves her Marriage Love jn aſweert; and 
perfect Harmony, without which, it can have 
no”duration, but muſt ſoon fade, and rayel our 
mrochange and inconſtancy. D 3 
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_ And now I muſtcell you, I know not cer- 
tainly where to dire you to find the great 
rarity of ſuch a happy well match'd Couple; 
but this I know, that where e*er they are tobe 
found about this Kingdom, 'tis a thouſand 
- Pities that death ſhould ever take them out of it 
becauſe they are ſo very hard to be found in it. 
. Andnowl have nim'd fome of the princi- 
pal Ingredients, that are abſolutely neceſſary 
to compleat a happy Marriage, I hope I ſhall 
not need here name any of thoſe great Faults, 
and ill Humors, which go to the making up 
the Compoſition of a bad Wife, but ſhall re- 
fer you to the next Husband you meet, and 
know, who can certainly tell you by woful 
experience ſome of them rhat his Wite has, and 
the next you inquire after may tell you more, 
tor every Husband can tell you more or leſsot 
his Wives faults; for there is no Husband bur 
knows ſome, and tis well if ſhe has nat ſome 
more than he knows, ſo that I ſhall only need 
tell you here by whole-fail, that as many Fi- 
| gures joyn'd together make a great Sum, ſo 
many great Faults and croſs peevith ill humors 
united in one Woman make an ill Wite. 

.. Now if you would know the difference be- 
tween.ſuch Husbands, who eſteem themſelves 
in their Wives very happy, and thoſe that be- 
lieye. themſelves ro be made by them very mi- 
{rablc. Of che-firſt kind, the Husband'thinks, 
as good as his Wite is, that there a__— bs 


and DISCOURSES.' 5; 

Wite that has no faulr, :the orher thinks that 
t there 'can be no fault, but what his Wifechas; 
3 | fothattheſum coral of this difference is cafily 
e | caſtupin theſe few words, as to the belict char 
d good, and bad Husbands have of rhejr Wives 
t | faulrs;' that all Wives have ſome, and'"ſome 

Wives/have all. 
Bur this truth, neither the good or bad Hus- 

f band can deny, that tho there areas well bad 
| as good ſucceſles in Mens choice of Wives, and 
| Wives choice of Husbands, yet that does notat 
all lefſen, or take from, the holy Inſtitution of 
Marriage; which is pure and comfortablen ir 
ſelf, tho more are made miſerable than happy 
by it, Marriage being a Sacred Order, not only 
as old as our father Adam, bur almoit as Nature 
her ſelf, for it began with the World, and'isnor 
like to end but 'with ir, and can truly boaſt, 
both of the greateſt Antiquity for irs Parent, 
and the firſt rank of Miracles for its honour ; 
for Scripture tells us, that the firſt Miracle our 
bleſſed Saviour did in Canaa was at aWedding, 
and we read in Genefis, that God had no ſooner ft- 
niſhed Creating the World, but he preſently ated 
a Miracle in it, by making a Marriage, for the ; 4 
feftion of which, he miraculouſly divided one body 
into two, and united two bodies into one. © 

And in thoſe bleſſed days of purity and inno- 
cency, before fin began toreign in the World, 
God the preat Maker, and wiſe diſpoſer- of all 
things, thought one Husband ſufficient for one 
D + : Wite, 
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. 55 CHARACTERS... 
Wie, and one Wife for one Husband-; bur in 
our wicked Ape of excels, wantonneſs and. in- 
conſtancy,«there are.crowds.of Men and Wo- 
men thar. liſt themſelves into the holy Qrder of 
Matzimaoy, that will not confine themſelves 
to. thoſe. lamitcd: bounds which .God ;himſelf 
gave, and they themſelves vow'd to keep, bur 
will: rather chooſe | thafe Adulterous courſes 
God hasforbid, than uſe; thoſe lawful means, 
which God has given--by/ Marriage : But 'tis 
aſin:deſcends to us from our father Adam; to 
lcaveall the lawtul truit in the Garden,: to eat 
of the forbidden Tree, 332 

And now I fancy.it need not paſs for Raille- 
ry, or a meer Romantick expreſſion,” ro ſay, 
*Twould be now another Wedding Miracle in 
England, to ſee our vain modiſh Ladies as juſt 
and obedient to their Husbands as they ought 
to be, or indeed our foppith young Gallants, 
as kind, ;and conſtant ro their Wiyes as they 
ſhould. he ;. for we are got into ſych a Brood 
of ill Wives, and; bad -Husbands, they com: 
menly. hunt. in Couples, one {till helping to 
make the other as infamous as they can, and ſo 
as many. of the bad Wives think one Husband 
£00. little, ſo many of theſe ill Husbands think 
one Wife too much. *. 

. Now. ifany wonder at. this new faſhion, of 
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band'z' but yet you ought rot to be either 
pleas'd or proud of it, when I remember you 
;n what manner you took place, and went be- 
fore-your Husband, which was only in ſinful 
diſobedience, a miſery Wives ought ever to 
mourn for, but never to boaſt of, and which is 
ſo far from a new faſhian, as we may read in 
Scripture 'cis as very old as the firſt Woman, 
and afforded Adam no'other extule for his be- 
ing perſwaded to diſobedience by his Wite, 


than that the Woman beguiled me, and 7 did 


eat. 


S. Paul orders the Wife to be ſubject to her 


Husband, and pives this reaſon for it, for | 


firſt Adam was made, then Eve, to ſhew *tis 
the Mans place to go firſt, and the Woman'to 
follow the Man, and not the Man to follow 
the Woman, fo that'ris moſt clear by the Law 
of God, the Woman was made for the Man, 
and formed the weaker Veſſel ; but' by our. 
new Engliſh praCtice, it ſeems to pals for good 
currant modiſh do&rin, that the Man was 
created for the Woman, and madethe weaker 
Veſſel, elſe fure Men would never endure, that 
ſo very many Wives ſhould rule their Hus- 
bands;- and fo very few Husbands ſhould go. 
verntheir Wives. 

Theſubtil Lawyers that can talk the craftieſt 
Men out of their mony ; (ſome giving them in- 
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Wives right from the very beginning of the 
World; to"take place and go before her Hul- 


deed. 
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deed only but talk for their mony) cannot yet 
ralk their Wives into due obedience, many of 
them only laughing at their Husbands threats 
of bringing Writs of Errors, and ACtions of 
Teeſpats, againſt them, for' uſurping and pra. 
Qiſing an unlawtul governing power over 
them, which tho contrary to Magna Charta, and 
the fundamental Law ot this Kingdom, and all 
other Laws whatſoever, except that of Cuſtom, 
yet Lawyers Wives will keep this Law in' full 
force, (I am ſure they cannot ſay, and vertue) 
- they break all Laws, both divine and human 

It, 

"Nor can our Miniſters with all their Canoni- 
cal gravity, Divine Rhetorick, and eloquent 
Preaching, teach their Wives ſo efteCtually S, 
Pauls leſſon of ſubmiſſion as to make them pay 
them ſo much as the Tythe of obedience, for if 
they could, ſure they would never ſuffer them 
to wear ſuch rich Clothes, which is not only 
unſuitable to the gravity and decency of a Cler- 
gy Mani Wife, but very contradiftory: to the 
Apoſtle Pauls dottrin,who orders in general all 
Women, and ſure Miniſters Wives above all, 
not to adorn-themſelyes with rich, but modeſt 
Apparel ; nor can our great Merchants that 
Plow the Scas with their Ships to all Kingdoms 
of the World, in all their long Voyages, and 
great dealings, purchaſe any conſiderable quan- 
tity of this rare Commodity, call'd Wite obe- 
dience, and let me tell them; nor for their _ 

ort, 


_y 


mm__— 


ind DISCOURSES 59 


yy if they can buy none of it abroad, they 


will hardly find any given them at home. 
Nay I may yet go farther, and fay, that the 
ereateſt, and moſt wiſe Stateſmen with all 
their Politicks, cannot make their Wives pay 
them their juſt obedience, and I fancy their 
Husbands eſteem it a great part of their wil- 
dom and prudence not to expect it, becauſe 
probably they in great wiſdom do ſeriouſly 
refle& on the ſtate of their Adam, who though 
he had 'all che Wit and Wiſdom, Policy and 
Power, of the whole World ſolely and intirely 
in himſelf, yet when he got a Wite, or rather 
a Wife got him, we all know to his high 
ſhame, and our great miſery, that ſhe govern'd 
him, not he her 3 by which all Husbands may 
receive this ſmall Conſolation, that Wives 
uſurping the Government, is no new Error, but 


' as0ld almoſt as the Creation. 


All I ſhall ſay to our Nobility and Gentry 
on this ſad Subjett of Wives governing their 
Husbands, is only. to defire moſt of them ro 
lay their hands on their Hearts, and then tell 
me if feeing is not believing, In truth one 
need go no farther than the Streets tro meet 
many Men that do not govern their Wives, but 
one muſt travel the whole Kingdom over to 
meet afew that do. 

We find that Springs which move only by 
the meer courſe of Nature, will mount no higher 
than their Heads, becauſe *tis againſt Nature 
[£9] 
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todo it, and it we' may 'believe-S. Paul, and 
he is no good Chriſtian that does'not, he tells 
us that the Husband is the head of the Wife, 
and if the Wife will bur believe that, ſure ſhe 
cannot tell how to deny this, that Africa it 
ſelf, can produce nothing more monſtrous, chan 
for a Woman to grow above her head, which 
being che uppermoſt part of the body, nothing 
can grow above it, for if it did, then it can- 
not be the uppermoſt part. Sure ſuch filly 
beaſt-like Husbands, that do not know their 
own ſtrength, and fo allow the Prerogative 
power of Governing to be in the Wife, could 
never wonder at Balaam's Prodigy, that the 
Beaſt ſhould be wiſer than the Rider. 
Certainly this fort of Wivgs that make it 
their PraCtice, and believer their right, to ex- 
erciſe a Sovereignty over their Husbands, »e- 
wer read, or forgot they ever did, $. Pauls do- 
arin, 1 ſuffer not the Woman to exerciſe an au- 
thority over the Man, God firlt Created Male, 
then Female, Gods command to the Wife to 
be ſubje&t ro her Husband, was given as long 
ago as the firſt Woman, and really. I believe, 
'rwill be as long hence asthe laſt-Wite, before 
ir be ftrialy obſerv'd by a general concurrence 
of obedience, it one may judge of all Wives, by 
the common rate moſt now adays' govern at, 
.and what's worle, are like to do; for tis moſt 
certain, that long Cuſtom makes a firm Law, 
and what Men are long acquainted with, they 
ace uſually well contented ar. | 
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7 I have heard ſome of thoſe high-ſpirited 00. ; 
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verning: Wives, that have- been ſo wickedly 
fooliſh, as to- borrow ſome of the Devils ſo- 
phiſtry ro.argue with, that becauſe the Com- 
mand of Wite- obedience, is-asold as the firſt 


'Woman, .and was then only given to one Wo- 


man, and: that beyond the. memory of any 
Man, that therefore it ought now to be out of 
the praCtice.. of all Women . of our times, 
eſpecially of ſuch as are modiſh and witty, and 
conſequently unfit for them to follow ;. but 
thoſe that inſtead of paying obedience, make 
it their ſport to railly ar Gods Commands, ler 
ſuch expe& that Gods Judgment withour rail- 
lery will follow them ; be nor deceived, God 
will not be mocked. ; 

There was among this HeCtoring brood of 
Women, a Parfon'sWite that govern'd her Hus- 
band, as too many of them do, but could nor 
govern her Tongue, as too many of them do 
not, who was ſo very ſenſeleſs, as to ask in a 
jecring ranting manner agrave learned Miniſter 
that came to viſit her Husband who was nor 
very well, (and indeed no wonder, for his brains 
were never well in their right order ſince his 
Wife firſt govern'd him) what S. Paul could 
mean by that ſaying, the Woman is the weaker 
Veſſel. To which the learned Miniſter grave- 
ly reply'd, 7ruly Madam Governeſs what the A4- 


\ Paſtle meant I know not, except your Sex was the 


weaker Veſſel in diſcretion and Continency. 
Indeed 
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. Indeed 'ewere much better for theſe high. 
ſpirited governing Wives, toconfider how they 
can exempt themlelvyes of that great profane. 
neſs of daring to vie Miracles with-the Almigh. 
ty, as in effect all governing Wives do, foras 
God: wrought a Miracle by taking the Woman 
out of the Man, fo they would att another, by 
turning the Man into the Woman ; but Mira- 
cles are ceaſed, and I wiſh for the public good 
that all governing Wives power were hhs; 
but if thar were, ſome may obje&, that then 
Miracles cannor be ceaſed, ſince that would 
be a new and great Miracle indeed. 

Really it Wives were but as wiſe as they 
oughr, then chey - would conſider as they 
ſhould do, and conſtantly obſerve, what they 
cannot bur ftill rruly believe, that 'tis Gods 
politive Command, that the Wife ſhould be 
in ſubjeCtion to her Husband. 

And now if I ſhould ask one of theſe ranting 
governing Wives, this Queſtion, how ſhe can 
pretend to cxemprt her telt from the foul ta&, 
of beheading her Husband; I really believe it 
would puzle her togive a rational and farisfa- 
tory anſwer, for it the Apoſtle S. Paul by fay- 
ing the Husband is the head of the Wife, means 
that the Husband as head has the governing 
power over the Wite, which certainly is the 
true ſenſe of rheſe words, and no. Wite that has 
{ence can deny it; then the Head fignifying 
the Power, and the Power the.Head, this con+ 
2 cluſion 
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| clafion muſt neceſſarily of courſe follow. Tha 


the Head being the Husbands governing Pow- 
er, the Wife that cuts off the Husbands go- 
verning Power, cuts off the Husbands head,for 
if ſhe will allow the firſt, ſhe can hardly deny 
the latter; bur I ſhall end this Diſcourſe, and 
ſeriouſly conclude, that 1f Husbands were as 
wiſe as they ought, governing Wives would 
not be ſo numerous as they are, nor rule ſo 
much as they do; for then Men would never 
yield up fo ramely and meanly their birrhright 
of governing power, which the Law both of 
God and Man, (and I wiſh I could fay the 
Law of Cuſtom too,) has given the Husband 
over the Wife, that fo it might become here- 
after as ſtrange in England to hear of a Wife 
that does govern her Husband, as now 'tis to 
hear ofa Wite that does not ; and thar govern- 
ing Wives may be as very ſcarce, as now they 
are very common, and as much our of faſhton, 
as now they are in. 

But methinks I hear ſome blaming me for 


being unreaſonably ſevere, in writing againſt 


governing Wives in general, when I cannot 
but own that there are ſome governing Wives 
that for being ſo, are not blameable, but com- 


 mendable, which are ſuch prudent ſober Wo- 


men, as are Married to fooliſh ſotriſh Men, 
who it their Wives did not govern, they could 
not govern themſelves, and ſo their great noble 
Eſtates would ſoon be waſted, and moulder a- 

: way 
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way intoa fooliſh and ſhameful ruin; which by 
their Wives wiſe and difcreet management is 
prevented. To which I anſwer, that there's no 

eneral Rule without an exception, and beſides 
Ido not deſign this Diſcourſe againſt ſuch go- 
verning Wives,as find their Husbands fools, bur 
againſt thoſe Wives as make their Husbands 
ſuch meerly by their governing them 3 bur if 
a Husband be fo foolifhly blind in' his. Judg.- 
ment, as he cannot ſee the righit way to. order 
his Perſon, and Eſtate, 'cis a neceſſary' duty 
and kindneſs of his Wife ro govern him, and 
his fortune, and to jead him out of all the dan- 
gets and inconveniencies he might run both ir; 
and himſelf into, and ſuch a Wife deſerves 
no more blame, for governing ſuch a Husband, 
rhan'a Servant does for leading about his Ma- 
ſter, and ſhewing him the way, when he can- 
not'fee ro find it being- quite blind: Bur yet 
this governing power a Wife mult perform 
with great reſpect and civility to her Huſ: 
band, by leſſening, and ſheltering his weak- , 

neſs to all perſons as much as poſlibly ſhe can; 
that all may ſec, the occaſion of her Govetn- , 
mg is nor an At of Pride, but a Work of 
pure neceſſity 3 not het delight, bur trouble. 
in a word, ſhe niuſt be very tar from ſaying of 
her Husband, what a ranting Widow did, 
thar had three Husbands and govern'd them 
all, and for her-fourth ſhe choſe a meer Foot, 
and being ask'd her reaſon; ſhe anſwer'd, ſhe 
Was 
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fine great Ladies to have rich Husbands, and 


In 


- was grown Lazy,aad thereforeMarried aFool, 


to ſave her ſelf the trouble of making him one. 
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THE SEVENTH 
DISCOURSE, 


Of the Inequality of many Marriages, 
and the Inconſtancy of moſt Wives, 
that Men Marry for meer Beauty, or 
their Parents Match for bare Mony, 


wath the ſad end that uſually at 
tends ſuch Matches. 


IN my Opinion, the great reaſon why dif- 

agreeing Marriages arenow grown {o rife, 
1s becauſe unequalMatchesare now become fo 
common, moſt Parents making it more their 
buſineſs to Match well Portions and Eſtates, 
than Sons and Daughters; and ſo their For- 
tunes do but ſuit well, no matter if their Ape, 
Humors, and Inclinations agree ull ; many 
Parents making it more their concern to pro- 
vide their Children plenty of Livelihood, than 
contentedneſs of Living, being much more 
taken with a great Gingling of Guinnies, than 
with a Sweet Conſort of Vertues, or a good 
Pedigree of Gentility, which occaſions fome 
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fair Eltares, and yet but bad Fortunes, to be 
well Married, and yet but ill Match'd, becauſe 
they do not fancy, and ſo are not ſatisfied 
with one another. 

Content and Happineſs are Twins, born out 
of the ſame Womb,and ſpring out of the ſame 


Root, and none can be content with what he . 


does not like, no more than diſcontented 
with what he does ; for if he likes, he muſt be 
content, elſe he does not like. And *tis alfo the 


ſame, where there's no Content, there can be 


no Love ; for if he loves he muſt-be content 
with what he Loves,elſe he does not Love,and 
where there's no Content andliking,there can 
hardly be any true Conſtancy,* for none can 
affect a Conſtancy to that they do not like, but 
theirMind is (till 1a purſuit after that they do. 

Moſt Parents in Marrying their Children, 
are ſure to remember Solomon's ſaying, That 
Mony anſwers all things,but forget his meaning, 
that is purchaſable with it ; for ſeveral young 
Ladies that are richly Married,can tell by wo- 
ful experience, that much Mony cannot till 
buy true Content, fince many of them have lit- 
tle content, in the midſt of their much Mony. 


And farther, common experience, which is * 


uſually the effe&t of reaſon, aſſures us that ir 
cannot purchaſe many things, as to give (light 
tothe Blind, or Youth to the Aged, or what's 
equally impoſſible as both, to create Love 


againſt liking. ?Tis true indeed that _— 
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do often rye a faſt Matrimonial Knor, but of 


[Om 


- themſelves can never tye a true Lovers one, 


ſince no Medicine that has not a mixture of 
the Sympathetick Powder, can operate kindly 
on young Womens minds; for as nothing can 
force a Mans belief contrary to his own reaſon, 
ſo nothing can compel a Womans Love againſt 


\- herown liking. *Tis true one may be forced 


to obey ar the rate of a Tyrants Will, bur 'ris 
as true that none can believe or Love bur pro- 


portionable to their own reaſon or fancy, which 


made the great Tyrant Nero ſay, that he bad 
much rather be fear d, than lov'd ; becauſe ſaid 
he, they that fear me, fear me after my rate, but 


' thoſe that love we, love me after their own. 


Indeed moſt of theſe Matches that are made 
up on the account of Intereſt, and not Love; 
their kindneſs is but like a Winters Sun, taint, 
and of no duration, and tho it may now and 
then in ſome time of the Day, ſhine bright and 
cleat to the Eyes of Spectators, yet it carriesno 
true heat with it, and therefore can never 
bring forth any ripe fruit of true content or 
ſatisfaftion ; and indeed no wonder ſince ſuch 
a Winter Sun's Love can produce none of the 
pleaſant Fruit of Marriage delights, when the 
Days civilities between them are very Faint; 
and the Night Embraces very Cold; for theſe 
Matches of meer Conveniency, that are made 
up only for great ſums of Mony, or meer fan- 
ciful beauty, no ſooner that the Wives beauty 
E 2 is 
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is gone, or the Husbands Mony ſpent, (they | 
being the only Cement, that taſtned' a com. 
mon civility berween them,) but the unbeau- 

_ tiful Wife appears diſagrecable to her Huſ- 
band. And the Monyleſs Husband, ſeems 
contemptible tajjtthe Wite, and both Husband 
and Wife, become not only unpleafing, but 
deſpiſable the one to the other. 

There was an ralian that writ a great Book 
in praiſe of good Wives, and concluded there 
was but one good Wite in all the world, and 
ſaid that was enough tor all, finceevery Hus- 
band that truly lov'd his Wite, might fancy 
'twas her; but by the /ralians leave, tho one 
good Wife that is truſted abroad, is more by 

FA one, than is in all /taly, tor no Husband in 
that Jealous Country will venture on the de- 
ſperare Experiment, of truſting his Wife abroad 
in Mens Company, to try whether ſhe be ver- 
ruous or not, much of the Wives Chaſtity there | 
depending on their Husbands ſtrict watch- | 
tulneſs over them; the 7talianseſteeming ir 
a moſt excellent and Sovereign Antidote to | 

; hinder their Wives from becoming kind to 
Men, is to prevent Mens being able to come 
to be 'kind to their Wives ; for: every /talian | 
carries ſtill about him, this old Eng/iſh Proverb, | 

K That 'tu the occaſion makes the Thief, nay and |} 

Y obſerves it with more reverence and punCtu- 

\ ality, than all the Proverbs of Solomon toge- | 

thee,” -! * To 
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But in England there are many vertuous 
| Wives, that go where they will, and -keep 
what Mens company they pleaſe; but this 
great truſt of free liberty, is not convenient 
to be extended to all Women, ſince ſometimes 
Husbands by it, ſhew more confidence in their 
Wives, than diſcretion in themſelves; and as 
too much liberty ſpoils ſome Wives, ſo a {tric 
watchful Jealouſie, makes many Wives worſe 
than they would be, by believing them worſe 
than they trulyare; for;doubtleſs many Hus- 
bands make their Wives diſhoneſt by miſtruſt- 


ing them; for that breeds anger,and hatred, and . 


they often create revenge, which ſome hot Wo- 
maniſh ſpirits will a&t upon any account, tho 
they themſelves are the greateſt ſufferers by ir. 

[ eſteem Jealouſie tro be a moſt ridiculous 
folly, not only becauſe Jealous Men, eagerly 
ſeek, what they highly dread to find ; but if 
a Man had more Eyes than Argos, yet as Ar- 


| gos was, he may be deceiv'd by a {imple Wo- 


man ; for if a Woman will but pur on the. 
wickedneſs of the Devil, ſhe will not fail be- 
ing furniſhed with the ſubtilry of the Ser- 
-pent. 

And therefore it ofren happens, that great 
and wiſe Stateſmen in the Politicks of Marri- 
age, whotruſt in their Wives vertuous words, 
great modeſty, and ſtri&t outward behaviour, 
may be deceiv'd ; for unvertuous thoughts 
and deſigns are uſually diſguiſed and ſet our in 
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finer expreſſions, than plain honeſt dealing, 
and thoſe commonly promiſe moſt, that mean 
- to perform leaſt, becauſe they intend to pay in 
no other Coin than bare words and falſe aſſu- 
rances; and therefore none ought to wonder 
if great Politicians as well as others, are'now 
and then deceiv'd in their Wives vertue. We 
read that Sampſon with all his Strength, .tho 
he could nor be out-witted by all the Phili- 
tines, was over-reached by the ſubtilty 'of a 
Woman. - 

A ſtrict ſeeming outward modeſty, is not 
{till an infallible fign of a Wives true inward 
Vertue ; ſince 'tis not extraordinary to ſce a 
Woman look like a Saint before Company, 
and aCt likea Miſs in private; for many hand- 
ſom Women, that arc of a good coming and 
melting nature, aſſoon as you are alittle ad- 
Yanced into thcir acquaintance, and favour, 
yet ſeem very coy and ſevere at firſt entrance 
1nto it, imitating:the Sea, which tho never fo 
.quiet and calm in the main, yet ſtill caſteth 
out rough waves near the ſhore. 

And now, whatſoever men may think of me, 
lam ſure my meaning is truly friendly, in ad- 
viſing.them, that if they arc in the happy ſtate 
of ircedom, not to yoak their Liberty in Mar- 
riage for meer Beauty, or bare Mony, bur 
chicfly for vertue and goodneſs ; for it you but 
conſider ſeriouſly, you will find certainly, that 
the miſcry of anill Wie, is no new _—_ 
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but as very anold one as Marriage, and almoſt 
Nature it ſelf, witneſs Adam who lived ina 
continued innocency, and felicity whilſt he 
remained in the Paradice of a ſingle Lite, bur 
he was no ſooner Marricd to Eve, but he was 
caſt out of both. 

And 'tis moſt certain, let your Love range over 
Court, Town and Country, nay ramble over 
the whole World, you can never chooſe a Wite, 
that is nother Daughter ; and common expe- 
rience tells us, that there are few Daughters 
that do not ſavour ſomething of rheir Mothers 
humor, as well as nature, and therefore 'rwill 
be highly prudencial in this ſad and weighty 
affair, ro conſider that Marrying a bad Wite, 
(as tis more than an evenLay one does,) has 
ſomething in it-of the nature of that ſin, for 
which men can haye no repentance or pardon, 
no more than they can have any eaſe, or reliet 
' for it while they live; for one may as well 
pretend to free Deaths Priſoners from the 
Grave, as unchain the Married during their 
Lives ; no $kill of the greateſt Artiſt, nor yet 
Argument of the molt ſubtile Socinian, can 
ever evade or looſe a Wedding Knot, it being 
of an extraordinary laſting Union, quite diftc- 
ring from all others, for Men can unbind all 
others whilſt they live, but a Marriage Vow, 
can only be unbound by death it (elf. 

And now I have given you this part of my 
Opinion as to meer Mony, or beauty Marri- 
E 4 ages, 
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ages, Which many Husbands may. truly call 
in the Apoſtles phraſe, (tho ſpoke in another 
and more divine fenſe,) 7hat Labor of Love, 01 
I hope 'twill not appear an extraordinary fauſt, ti 
inſaying.it. S. Paul had foreſeen the Romantic it 
Gallantry, and extravagant folly, ( think, I Þ « 
might have ſaid madneſs,) of many Marriages ſ t 
made now adays, which ſome of our vainin- Þ 7 
conſiderate Ladies are drawn into, by the com- | « 
mon report, thatſuch a Man has agreat Eſtate, | 
«which ſuits well-with her cagerdeſire to keep | 
a Coach and ſix Horſes, (which ſhe vainly 
fancies, will not only carry her thorow all the 
milſeries of Marriage, but into the Towring pa- 
ſtime of the Park) without the leaſt concern 
of getting agood prudent ſober religious Hul- 
band, many of them not valuing, or at leaſt 
not conſidering other, than the keeping aſplen- 
did Retinue, and glittering train of Liveries, 
than wearing rich Clothes adorn'd with Gold, 
and coſtly Pearl, when there are a hundred 
more weighty coneerns, that are more needful 
Appendencies to compleat a happy Marriage. 

Really this is one of the chiet Cauſes why 
ſuch Marriage Love decays, and wears out 
with their Wedding Coaches, and is as often 
out of order as they, -('twere well if they ſtill 
cou'd beas eaſily mended) 'which none ought 
ro wonder at, ir being but natural for effects 
£0 follow their Cayles. 


Among 
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Among all the great and extravagant follies 
that areuſed 1n the inequalities of Marriages in 
our days,there's none appears to me more irra- 
tional and unnatural, than an old Mans Marry- 
ing a young Woman, which in my Opinion 
ſeems a Match fitrer to make ſport for others, 
than to raiſe joy to themſelves; ' for 'an old 
Man is to his young Wites Bed, bur like juice 
of Orange to her Stomack ; it may create in 
her an Appetite, bur of it felt can never farif- 
fie it ; ſuch an old Man being not only unſuit- 
able, undecent, but unwholeſom roo; being 
to her like a March Sun, which all the great 
Phyſitians concur in opinion, to be very un- 
healthful, as having only ſtrength to exhale 
Humors, but wants force to diſſolve therh ; fo 
thatſucha Match is ſo great a folly,asT ſhall on- 
ly here need name one ſhameful miſery that 
commonly attends it, and indeed I need name 
I think no other, either to fortifie my opinion 
againſt ir, or toſer out ones miſery for doing 
it, which is this, That an old Man that Mar- 
ries a handſom young Woman, tho his Wite 
may 'be ſo vertuous as not to Cuckold him, 
yer-the world is ſo wicked in its reports to 
Cenſure him, ſo as it will always 3 which minds 
me of a ſtory of a Gentleman, whom both his 
Wite, and Neighbours agreed to proclaim the 
truth of his being a Cuckold, and ſhe dying, 
he Married.an old ugly rigid Puritan, thar 


was ſo odiouſly deformed as he was —_— 
| C 


—— 
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ſhe wanted Power, and the world Charity 
enough to Cuckold him, for 'twas impoſlible 
there could be a ſpark of Love, or liking in the 
Caſe, and he did believe that this Wite would 
not only be a perte&t Antidote againſt horns 
tor the time to come, but a Remedy for what 
was paſt ; but one of his Neighbours being of 
a contrary belief call'd him Cuckold, upon 
which he repaired to his learned Counſellor in 
the Law, to know it his preſent Wite being 
honeſt, (though his former was not ſo,) whe- 
ther he was ſtill a Cuckold, or not 2 to which 
his learned Lawyer gravely anſwered him, 7 hat 
tho he was not one in pure flriftneſs of Law, yet 
being once ſo, the Cuſtom of the Country, was ſo 
ctvil as to give him the Title during his Life. 
And now I have given you my opinion, and 
told you the uſual fate that attends old 
Mens Marrying young Wonien ; next comes 
that of young Womens Marrying old Men, 
and tho they appear both alike fooliſh, yet 
there's great 'difference in their folly, foras by 
this ſort of Matches, old Men glut themſelves 
with much more of the Woman than their age 
wants ; ſo young Wives (it vertuous) ſtint 
themſelves with much leſs of the Husband 
than their Youth needs, and beſides tho Matr- 
riage has the, power tounite two Bodies into 
one Fleth, yet it wants that of uniting the two 
Fleſhes into one temper or Conſtitution ; for-a 
young Wite that is in the Spring of her age, * 
| ike 
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like the Sun in the Spring of the Year, it not 
only gets the aſcendant every. day higher and 
higher, but grows every day more ſtrong and 
vigorous; but an old Husband, is like Au- 
tumn, whoſe ſtrength goes only downward. 
Therefore I fancy an old Man Marrying a 
handſom young Lady, has nothing to plead, 
but Gui/ry; bura young Lady for Marrying an 
old Man, may have ſome colourable excuſe, 
to moderate the folly, and leflen the ſhame of 
ſuch an unequal Match for perhaps ſhell tell 
you, ſhe has heard a ſtory, whichif as true as 
ſtrange is a rare one, 7 hat the reaſon that Stags 
live ſo very long, u, that when they find them- 
ſelves to decay, they ſwallow a live Serpent, and 
as it conſumes in their body, they revive mm their 
ſtrength and Spirits. So poſlibly a young Wo- 
man will ſay, That ſhe did not Marry an old 
Man for being rich in Tears, but Mony, and be- 
cauſe ſhe found her Fortune decaying, and al- 
woſt quite decayed ; therefore ſhe ſwallowed a 
Marriage with an old Man, as the Stag does a 
Serpent, in hopes that as her Husband con- 
ſumes and dies in her boſom, ſo ſhe may re- 
vive in her ſprightly gay humor, and pleaſe her 
ſelf with che delighttu] thoughts of the wealth 
he will leave her, and the ways ſhe will In- 
trigue to ſpend it in the fanciful hopes ſhe has, 
of ſuddenly gaining a young Husband ſuitable 
both ro her Youth, and aiery Inclinations. 


There 
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There is another ſort of Women, bur in- 
deed their number is very. ſmall, who being I ch 
not handſom in their own opinion, and there. © Le 
fore may beſafely concluded very ugly in that IſÞ tri 
of all others, who to ſupply the defetts of | C 
nature and age, pive out they are very rich,  n 
and that they hope will make amends for'all,  { 
Gold. being always young, handſom and- ta- h 
king, to all.ſorts of Men, and Ages, for Mony iſ f 
anſwers ail things, and by thele reports of their &ſ 
Wealth, tho p. ad falſe, they decoy young || « 

| Fops who have loſt their Annuity at Play, or i : 
ſpent it in Debauchery, to Court them for their Il 
tame of having much Mony, and too eagerly 
preſs the Marrying them for it, Swearing that 
they Love their perſons more than their Mo- 
ny, valuing them a thouſand times before it ; 

Z and no wonder that they that ſwear ſo com- 

1 monly for nothing, ſhould now lye for much 

Mony; for in rcal truth they only put the Wi- 

dow before the Mony, as we do in common 

ſpeaking, the Box before the Jewels, which 
though firſt, is altogether inconſiderable ro 
| the latter, 4s only containing that Riches, 

Wl | Which it ſelf makes no part of. FLY © 
' And many of theſeold rich Widows are ſo 

doatingly ſenſeleſs, that becauſe their Mony 

Courters, ſwear they are handſom, they verily 

believe they arc ſo,and credir others words be- 

fore their own eyes, tha their ſpeCtaclesare on, 
which renders ſome ſo ſottiſhly impudent, as 
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rotell their Gallants, that tho their beauty js in 
the fall of the Leaf, yet Autumn' can breed 
Lovers as well as-the Spring does, when in 
truth, an old withered Autumn face, does.bur 
Chill the blood, and diſpirit the vigour of the 
moſt ative and reſolute Courtier; and there- 
fore a Spring beauty can only enflame the 
heart, and tho poſſibly a. young Man may be 
ſometimes fooliſhly raken with an old Womans 
great- wit, good humor, or rather greater ri- 
_ ches; yer 'cis, I think, impoſſible hecan be re- 
ally 'in Love with herdeform'd face, perſon, or 
* age, which muſt quench the fire ofany amorous 

flames in a youthful or vigorous hearr. 
Therefore I ſhall adviſe all ſuch Women, to 
be ſo prudent as to yield tothe ſeaſons of Age, 
as they muſt to thar of the Year, and not hope 
to turn Winter into Summer, or Autumn into 
Spring ; bur inſtead of ſtriving tor what's im- 
poſſible, yield co what's reaſonable, and ſub- 
mit to theſe true Meaſures, That Eighteen is 
the gay ſprightly bloſſom age that a young 
Womans Life ſhines our in its brighteſt ſplen- 
dor and beauty : That Thirty is the ſtale year 
"of a Maid, and the worſt age of a Wite, (1 
mean that's an ill one,) becauſe a Wite at Thir- 
ty isold cnough to be ugly, and young enough 
to live long ; but a Woman. that is 1o tar ad- 
vanced in years as the frigid Zone of Sixty, 
ought in all reaſon to baniſh all vain Love 
thoughts, as to the youthful pleaſures of = 
world, 


_— 
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world, and to fix them on the other, ſo asto 
live only in order to die, imitating the good 
old Woman named in the Goſpel, Luke 2. 37. 
Who kept in the Temple, who faſted and prayed to 
God night and day. | 

Indeed it becomes old Women much better 
to frequent the Church with the good old 
Godly Matrons ſo renown'd tor gravity and re- 
ligion in former days, than to viſit the Park or 
the Play, with their vain young Gallants, leſt 
their old Dreſs, and Antick Faces, ſhould 
make Men ſay, ſuch a one is more fit to 


| be a Spetacle, than aSpefator ; wants good 


Mens Prayers, rather than' young Mens 
Praiſes; and is more apt to create thoughts 
of Mortality, than to raiſe motions - of 
Love ; really I amof opinion that if *twere 
poſſible to turn beauty into the ſame nature of 
content, that the little Kingdom of England 
would ſwarm now more with handſom Wo- 
men, than the Country of Paleſtine did ever 
with fighting Men, of which Scripture makes 


mention of many hundred thouſands, for than 


every ugiy Woman, young or old, as thought 
her ſelf handſom, (as moſt do,) muſt be really 
handſom only for think ir, as well as all thoſe 
that believe themſelves Content muſt be Con- 
tent, or elſe they could not believe themſelves 
ſo; therefore all old, and ugly Women, that 
are not paſt all years of diſcretion, rho they 
arc of beauty; ſhould never ſtrive for impoſlt- 

bilities 
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bilities, for youth will afſoon come ro the aged, 
as beauty to the ugly ; bur ſince beauty will 
not come to content you, be you content with- 
our it, and ſtrive for that you may obtain, 
which is the beauty Horan which infinitely 
excels all others, it being much better to live 
well, than look ſo, and to have a good ſoul, 
than a fine face, that being earthly and ever fa- 
ding, but a pure ſoul is heavenly, and never 
decays being everlaſting. 

In ſhort, that Man whois ſo ſimple to Mar- 
ry great Ape for meer Mony, when that's 
ſpent, (and you know that Mony, like Love, 
cannot always laſt) all the uſe of conſolation I 
can think of, is ro ſend for a Miniſter to give 
him ſome ſpiritual advice, of which he may 
perchance receive ſome to caſe the trouble: of 
his mind, but as to the bodily diſtemper or 
plague of his broken infirmity I am ſure there 
can be no remedy, but that of death; for in- 
deed ir may be firly faid, of a young Mans 
Marrying an old ugly Woman, what the A- 
poſtle ſaid of agreater folly in another ſenſe, 
be that doth ſo, offends againſt his own body, and 
truly ſuch a one hath in my opinion, no other 


' plea left him to excuſe his folly, than Adan 


had to excuſe his firſt Sin, The Woman beguiled 
me wb ſay in Caſes like this poſſibly S. Par! 
might have thought it equal, for fo indeed ir 
is, things rightly conſidered, for fuch men to 


ſuffer, or rather indeed conquet the difturbance 
| of 
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of aluſtful burning, than endure the plague, 
and continual miſery of an-ill old- ugly Wite, 
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that can neither pleaſe the fancy, nor fſatisfic- 


the appetite, and therefore coming to ſuch. a 


ſad Marriage, is like coming to the age of 


fourſcore, after which experience - tells us, 
there's only Labour, Infirmity,' and Sorrow, 
young Husbands, and old Wiveg, being bur 
meer names,. things of form, not uſe, only 
made to torment one another, Living in'one 
Houſe, but Lying in two Beds, for the old 
Wife would have what the young Husband 
wilt nor give, and the old Wife cannot pive 


what the young Husband would have; in ' 


ſhort a bad. Wife at Land, is like a Storm at 
Sea, which becauſe a Man is ſo unhappy tobe 
engaged in, and cannot be rid of it, muſt be 
ſuffer'd our with patience, 

And {o I-have done with old Wives, for [I 
am certain-the Reader muſt be weary of them, 
as well as lam ſure the Writer is, and there- 
fore I will leave this extream of old Age, and 
treat on-that of young beauty, and the folly 
of them, that Marry meerly for it, and here 
{er you down ina few Lines, the common de- 
grees, uſual acceſſes, and woſul events, of ſuch 
hot,raſh, haſty, meer beauty Marriages, as are 
now in faſhionamong many of our youngi/Gal- 
lants, who chooſe Wives: as the filly Indians 


do our Merchants Tynſel ands Bawbles, who 


value their real worth only by their glittering 
ſhow. * RE The 
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The firſt ſteps and degrees of a young 'Gal- | 
lants growing love and'fancy to his Miſtris are 
ny theſe; firſt he likes the: Woman as 
weſay in aLump, -or by whole-ſale, then he 
admires her beauties apart, courts her perſon, 
loves her humor, thinks all ſhe fays is witty, 
and all ſhe does is gracefuland becoming, and 
all her a&tions agrecable and excellent, though 
poſſibly not:one of them are ſo; for you maſt 
know that-beauty in Love, is like Charity in 
Religion, it:.covereth a multitude of faults. Then 
he preſents his heart, and ſhe becomes theſole 
Miſtris of it,” and as his paſſion increaſes, ſo 
he fancies her ' beauty does, till at laſt he be- 
lieves the ſcorching flames of her beauty, to be: 
more inſupportable than a Midſummers Sun, 
in its full. meridian heat and ſtrength; and. 
therefore - reſolves to follow'S. Pau!'s advice, 
Ti better to Marry than Barn; but then pray 
take this Caution with: you, that tho of two- 
evils, 'tu beſt to chooſe the leaſt; yet that argues 
neither to be: good, ( as indeed it was not, 
when S. Paul firſt ſpoke thoſe words, ) and in; 
ſome ſenſe-may not be ſo now, yet however 
oug fierce Lovers heart being all a fire, bismind 
thereby grows reſtleſs, and as very much out 
of order as his reaſon, (if a. Man in Love has 
any,) for toſay a paſſionate Lover that has loſt 

is heart, and can yet keep his reaſon, is the 
greateſt of follics, next to that of being ſo in 
Love. _ 
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ſcorching flames of 'his luſttitl pation; ſhe re- 
ſolving! not ito admit him'to heriBed;j' in! any 
other thape, than that- of a Husband, not con- 
fiding/ar all in his Vows of ſpeedily'Marrying 
her, poſſibly becauſe: ſhe had -1ried inothers 
word before, and :he broke it; and deceiv'd 
her, and therefore the reſolv'd natro-be cozen- 
ed foa ſccond time; by a ſecond/Tryal;'our hot 
Politick Lover, to enjoy the .momentary .de- 
lighr-ot embracing her beauty, does with much 
deſperacneſs, and little conſideration;caft him- 
ſelf down that [dangerous : Predipice of Marri- 
mony, . and: long:liv'd trouble of :a Wife; cho 
he buy her ar the' deareſt rate of Purchaſing, 
and. it may be worſeſott of fooling at ill Mar- 
riage, a very lad bottom ro Infurethe content 
and happineſs of. a Mans lite -apon, ' ſince he 
who only Trades'xo/ get the Merchandiſe of 
beauty, may become a fad looſer tho he gets 
his whole Adventure, fince ſuch afort of Ma- 
rrimany does uſually bring the Husband, and 
often the Wife, Springs ot miſery 'and.incon- 
veniencies, but feidom fo much as any draqps 
of the Oyl of pure gladneſs, :and-rrue faris- 
" faCtion. uti 

And indeed one of the great reaſons why 
Men that Marry for mere beauty, are com- 
monly ſo unhappy. in their Choice, 3s, That 
as their Miſtriſſes beauty is but a mixture of 
; 6 | flaſhy 
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flaſhy and glaring'-colours;'{o' is in amanner 
cheir:reaſon'; for nor conſidering, that beauty 
Love, is' but like Gunpowder, which: as 1t 
flames ar the fiſt Spark; 10 ir ſets/forth all its 
ftrengrh and. fierceneſs: ar (its ficft firing, and 
then ſoon-expires into 'meer ſmoak andair; | 
' The - firſt falling in-Love of at 'amorous 
Man, being juſt like the firſt ſurprize of 'An- 
ger in a Cholerick Perſon, it runs on fo vielent- 
ly, as ir'ftays not to attend reaſon, nor'confult 
diſcretion-or conveniency, and fo ſtrips it ſelf 
of true underſtanding, and thetefore'afſoon as 
ſuch a Husband has cloy'd his ſenſual. Appe- 
tite, on that furfeiring Diſh of a meer beauty 
Marriage, his ſtomack being uſed rofeaſt on 
fweer variety; longs for other food, and then 
firſt Love 'grows' indifferent, his paſſion ſoon 
cools, his capger fiery fancy grows quickly 
dull, and his mindfuddenty changes 3 ſo thar 
he preſently forms a new deſire, or paſſhon of 
love, and loaths his former' beauty Compani- 
bn, as the. molt. irkfom' deformity ; and the 
whom'he was fo larefy: fond of, as the moſt 
pleafing Charm and Converſe of his lite, who 
was a kind of Elixir ſaluts to his very heart 
and ſoul, and the Center point where all the 
Lines of his happineſs did meet ; She in whom 
he could find no diſcontent with; or content 
without 3 She whoſe preſence made a Village 
as agrecable as London, and her abſence Lon- 
don as doletul as a Village. In ſhort this very 
F 2 She, - 
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| She, whole Company: the cſteem'd his Heaven 
upon/Farth ;. no:ſooner was the flower of her 
fair. and yourhful: beauty worn. dff;: but his 
fickle paſſion afloon decays and grows languid, 
and this late Soul 'of his foul, and! Joy of 
his: heart, turns to-be- the very clog and bur- 
den of this life, and:from all Miſtris,| becomes 
all Wife; ithar is, ſhe falls trom- the top of all 
admiration, tothe depth of meer miſery, , and 
- from an extraordinary charming delight, to an 
ordinary neceſſary evil,.called a Wite. 
 _- And; ſuch Husbands' commonly call fuch 

Wives, ; and fo | do, Wives | ſuch ' Husbands, 
the Yoaks of Liberty, and the Stocks of Love; 
and all know that neither of them can be eafic 
or; 'pleaſing\.in fuch a bondage, being an enc- 
my, and deſtroyer. of ſweet variety, fo that 
the  Husbands love: being decay'd with his 
Wives beauty, he grows weary of her, the of 
him, and both of one another. 

And-as toa young Mans Marrying an old 
ugly Wife, meerly tor her Mony, all I ſhall 
need fay of it is,” that%often ſuch 'young Men 
fancy ſuch Mony Wives, 'to be of the fame Na- 
ture of Mony it ſelf,. \whoſe vertue conſiſts not 
in keeping of it, -bnr in parting with it, and fo 
commonly uſe ſuch Wives accordingly ; and 
thus this wild paſſionate Love or meer Mony 
Marriages, like wild-fire, ſoon devours and 
conſumes it felt in its own flame; and Torrent 
like, inſtead of refreſhing, it deſtroys, and by 
over- 
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oyer-prefſing *t6o violently the courſe.” and 
ſtreams of 'irs Waters, foon Ebbs and runs it 
ſelf 'dry. © | 
Therefore that Man that will ſell his ſweer 
Liberty, and enſlave himſelf inte Matrimonial 
Chains, meerly to enjoy,-a Womans heauty; 
ſure he does'notknow, or at leaſt does not con- 
ſider that ſtill the richer the Metal, the heavi- 
er the Chain, and thereforethough his Miſtris 
be never ſo much the 'admired obje& of his 
preſent fancy,and that Tſhould allow her golden 
Chains to weigh as long light on his mind, 
as ſhe continues beautiful ro his ſight, yer to 
bind himſelf ro herin a Matrimonial Vow on- 
ly on the account' of her beauty, till = 
them depart, on aſſurance that he ſhall feafl 
on her beauty as long as he lives, is juſt ſuch 
a kind of folly, as if a young Man that were 
a preat Lover of Sweet-meats, ſhoyld leaveall 
his buſineſs, imployments, and paſtimes rg 
bind himſelf an Apprentice for ſeven Years rg 
a ConfeCtioner, meerly on the .account, and 
aſſurance, that during that time he ſhould eye- 
ry day feaſt himſelf on them, when very com- 
mon Experience is able to inform him, though 
his confidence be never fo great, hjs inclinatj- 
ons never ſo caper, and'his ſtomach never fa 
good, yer 'tis natural for him to cat fo fiercely 
at firſt falling on, that like a greedy Hawk, he 
ſoon over-gorges himſelf with his own Prey ; 
and after having taken full draught of thar 
cM F 3 ſenſual 
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ſenſual delight, ſeeing them, continually, cx; 
$5P 41.4 - 'r &Z nd bod. to. his s 
po ed to his ſight, and pro ral; 918, 

e comes to-hate them as much after, enjoy- 
meat, as he courted them, before ;. for. though 
the Fire of Loveſtill burns lor enjoyment, yet 
exjoyincnn (tif quenchecs, (if ngui 


oymet! not extinguiſhes 
the firE of Love, and, he grows jn a little time 
ſo cloy'd, as he wants not only appcrite, to cat 
rhem, but almoſt patience to ſee hem., _. 
Fs TRn when' tis too Jate, he accuſes the: un- 
reaſonableneſs of his ,peetancied . delight, on 
whiclrhe, built his confidence of a laſting plea- 
fure, and allows it to be not only agrear Bly 
bur fin againſt reaſon, in any Man to, believe, 
thar his ſenſitive nature ought to be grarified, 
when it propoſes only a bare ſatisfaction to the 
Appetite, and cannot ſecure any durable hap- 
pinels or contegt to the reaſon and judgment of 
mankind. © WR 

"And this 1s really the cauſe, why fa many 
of out young Gallants now adays make Mar- 


riagea kind. of Paradox in Love ; for ane of 


ry 11H! #. T « *.of C4454 | L 
theſe; to obtain the, Woman he is in Love with, 
YOF9 DIL! SASH BEL ans SLES 
rothns his Miſtris into a Wife, and then tis two 
06037 # THAW" 14 Ch EIS 6 "4 p , - of - 
tb one; if a little” time, to ger rid of his late 

beautiful Miſtris, being ſhrunk. intro rhe ſhape 
of 4 tn&er. Domeltick , Wite, he parts .for ever 
With his:late Miſtris, to get free from his pre- 
WY OR 4 ; I 7335: 74 l 
Fac; and note that tho many. Miſtriſles 
turn.r6 V ives, yet no Wives cycr turn to Mi- 
{trilles ; Wiſe and Miſtris being of rhe ſamedit- 
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feriog nature as Water andWine,'tis common 
to drink Wine with Water, but of Water to 
make Wine to Drink, was never done bur 
once, and that by the firſt Miracle of our Sa- 
viour ; ſo that in effeCt they did but ſeeming- 
ly agree, really to fall out, piece together, to 
fall afunder, and Married to get rid ot. one 
anothers Company. 

And *cis ſome of theſe unfortunate dilagree- 
ing Husbands that ſays the Tranſlator of 
S. Pauls Epiſtles, hath left out the word, well, 
in one of them ; for where the Apoſtle ſays, He 
that gives in Marriage aves well, it ſhould have 
been, He that gives well in Marriage does well, 
for all know there are more bad Waves, than 
good ; and ſure all believe, that S. Paul was 
too wiſe to write or think, that any Man 
could do well in Marrying 1ll ; fo that I am of 
opinion, the ſum of the Apoſtles meaning by 
ſaying, He that Marries well does well; but he 
that abſtains from Marriage does better has ſome 
reference to that good plain Exgliſh ſaying, 
That next to no Wife, a good Wife is beſt, which 
occaſions my pitying the many Husbands that 
have bad Wives, . and the many Wives that 
have ill Husbands, and to wiſh thoſe few,that 
fancy they have good ones,as truly content in 
their Marriages, as I am in my Reſolution of 
never Marrying ; and I am ſure none can de- 
ny, but that T have this chemen by the Bar- 


gain, that *tis impoſſible\for me to meet a bad 
F Wife 
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Wite tizat does cot Marry, but *tis very poſſi- 
ble, and common for him that does, 


es ti 


THE EIGHTH 


DISCOURSE 


Againſt Maids Marrying for meer Love, 
or only to pleaſe their Parents Tncli- 
nations, tho" quite contrary to their 
07278 


Am againftMaidsMarrying for meer Love; 

'becauſe they that Marry for meer Love, 
Marry in a manner for meer fancy, and foto 
feaſt their ſenſual appetite on what they then 
like, they often ſtarve the body of what it will 
hereafter need;for tho'your fancy may tell you 
that beauty great ſtore makes Love a feaſt, 
yet truth can tell you *cis too {lender a Diet 
to make a livelyhood on ; therefore in my 
poor opinion, *twould be a much wiſer courſe 
for Maids to make up their Marriages with a 
good ſhare,and large proportion of intereſt and 
conveniency, to mix with their Love-liking, 
and preſent fancy, for the true and durable 
content of Marriages is10 founded on theſe two 
greatPillars,that without them Marriage-con- 
tent can never flouriſh much or laſt long; for - 
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ood- ſufficient Eſtate of Land is as neceffary to 
bay rich Clothes, and maintain a handſom 
plentiful way of Living, as the Foundation un- 
ger the Ground, is to ſupport the fine Rooms 
above it. 

Beauty is a fine Flower, but it muſt ſoon 
fade, and a young WomansLove fancy; may 
often change, but can never long hold, bar a 

ood Eſtate may continue longer than you can 
boa or live, and laſt after you are dead, to 
your Childrens Children to the worlds end ; 
but a meer naked Love-match, is at very moſt, 
but a Tenant for Life, and uſually not near'fo 
long ; a good Eſtate can keep you in ſickneſs, 
and in health ; bur a Love faſtned on meer 
beaury or fancy, never can, for ſuch a fancy- 
Love ſtill fadeth away with the beauty thar oc- 
caſions it, ſince aſſoon as the flower of beaury 
begins to wither at the top, the admirers Loye 
begins todie at the root. 

Yer'indeed I cannot think it very ſtrange, 
that young Maids ſhould be deluded with . 
delightful choughts of pleaſing and fatisfying 
their preſent beloved fancy, of enjoying the 
Perſon of their inclinations, ſince in moſt youn 
Maids, - their fancy, makes their Reaſon, a 
not their Reaſon governs their Fancy, and 
therefore 'tis- not to be wonderd that they 
ſhould eſteem it reaſonable, that there is great 
happineſs, and that there will be lony content, 
inſuch meer and bare loye Marriages, becauſe 


they 
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they never. tried 'the fad experiment.of ſuch a 
raſh haſty Marriage, and therefore their want 
of experience, may well ſerve;for ſome kind of 


excule, tomoderate their want of Canſiderati, 


on, but after adear bought 'Tryal, roo many. 
of them find by woful experience, thata Mar- 
rjage Love built on bare beauty, or meer fancy, 
(which are much alike) can. never ſtem the 
Tyde of the troubles of dilappointments, and 
inconveniences, (the uſual Ifſue of want,) that 
commonly-,attend ſuch hor and haſty Love. 
Marriages, ſince. they cannot fancy fo well of 
it, as they. will find ill in ic, yer there's ſo grear 
a Charm in this thing call'd a Husband, Maids 
repreſenting the Man as they would have him, 
without conſidering what he really is, as poor 
ſilly Maids dance about him asmerrily, asthey 
do,a Maypole on a Summers-day, and one 
Siſters ſad and unhappy Marriage will nor 
ſerve the other for a Caution and Warning a- 
gainſt ir, - becauſe ſhe fancies her wit is quick- 
er, her humor berter, her beauty greater, and 
her. perſon more taking, ſo calily young 
Maids. believe what they delire, and therefore 
doubtsinor, but. her Fate will be kinder, and 
her. Husband better, chan. her Siſters; bur 'ris 
more than an even Lay, {he will ſoon afrer her 


Marriage, experimentally find, ihe had more 


faith in believing her googd-fortune, than ſhe 


had, realon for depending on. it; ſince ſhe- had 


on. that account more danger to fear, than 
hap- 
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.; Thus: ſuch Marriages, are to: moſt young 
| Maids, like the forbidden Tree inthe-midſt of 
Paradiſe, pleafarit to rhe Amorous Eye, and 
therefore they will be caſting of ir; cho they 
are almoſtſure to. be ever after miſerable: by ir, 
by, their abandoning, and ever after: loſing 
their great Virgin prerogative, the Apoſtle Paul 
aſeribes them, af being exempt from the trou- 
bles of pleaſing their, Husbands, and being in 
ſubjeCtion tothem. >, :: | 

And ſure none that's Maſter of common rea- 
ſon, can deny bur a Virgins life is much happi- 
er, becauſe more innacent than any other, and 
as 'tis much nearer the bleſſed ſtate of Innocet- 
cy, in this World,: ſo. alſq' 'tis much more ſe- 
cure as to the felicity of the next, eſpecially'in 
this one particular, That 'tis-much eaſter for a 
Virgin to keep her (elf vertuouſly Chaſt, than 
either a Married Woman, or Widow ;'/becauſe 
both natural reaſon, and common experience 
teaches us this plain. Philoſophy, | that *cis 
much harder to.abſtain from a pleafure one has 
often taſted, than 'ris to live withour a delighe 
one- has never enjoy'd, it being ſuch a certain- 
ty, as-none can deny, thart 'ris leſs: difliculr/ to 

keep ripe Fruic that's fair and ſound, and was 


never touch'd, that 'tis to keep any ſuch after 


they have been (0, 


Therefore 
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- Thereforc in a/word, you Virgins that are ſo 


much in the State of happy freedom, asnot to 


be yoak'd:in fuch a fort of Marriage, and to 


the pinching troubles of want, (for fancy can 
only feed the mind, not the'body)* and poſſi. 
bly co the ſottiſh humors: and impertinent fol. 
lics of a {jealous Husband, for'want is apr (till 
to create;jealouſie. I ſayif:you Virgins truly 
deſire to continue in your freedom and happy 
Life, never allow Men to become your |Ma- 
ers, by. ſwearing they are your. humble ſer: 
vatits, and by calling you their Queens, make 
you their. Subjects, tor by Marriage you make 
your Servant your ' Maſter, and from' being 
Miſtris of your-ſelf; you become little better 
than a Slave to your Husband. 

. Therefore as an Antidote. againſt this miſc- 
ry, [ ſhall adviſe all young Virgins to carry ſtill 
this Memoranduxs in their. minds, That tho 
beauty is ſtill raking, yer *tis never laſting 
ſweet, but frail, and thar' all Husbands' love 
gay much, but tew own beauty long, 
eſpecially in the domeſtick face of a Wife. 

. And becaule'tis great pity theſe fort of un- 
happy Marrying Maids, ſhould have no com- 
panions to-ſolace them in their ſad penitential 
. ſtate of Mourning, give me legye to introduce 
ſome Married Women into their diſmal Socie- 
ty ; foras many Maids make themſelves milſe- 
rable by Marrying for meer Love, fo many. are 
alſo made unfortunate in Marrying meerly to 
10992911. Pleaſe 
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pleaſe cheir Parents, 'not at all ro ſatisfierhem- 
{clvesfor really:moſt Parents make it more their 
concern ro match Fortunes than Children, or 
to-ſutit: inclinations or apes, when 'tis bur'a kind 
of Reverſing Narure it ſelf, ir being as feaſible 
to'tinite two contraries, and make Fire and 
Warter.aprec, and May and Faxuary meet, as 
the Magick of Matrimony 'to 'make a very 
d Man, arid a very young Woman to be bur 
one fleſh and temper ; for yourhtul beauty to 
the mind, is as cold old Age to the body; 
Heat penitrates the pores of the body eafily, 
becauſe they expariate themſelves to receive 
it, but when Cold approaches and attacks ir, 
preſently ir cloſes, as being contrary and averſe 
to it. 
Yer many Parents. think to deal with their" 
Childrens Marriages, as they do with their 
Fruit-Trees, and think they can Graft humors 
and inclinations between Husband and Wife, 
as they Gratr different kinds of Fruits on one 
another, and by their Grafting and binding 
them together, they make their differing Na- 
tures to | but one by Marriage, but upon 
ſerious Conſideration, which does not always 
attend Marriage ; they will ſoon find, that 
the Miniſter can only joyn their hands; but tis 
the free-will offering of the hearr, that can 
only unite and Graft their affections together, 
and this free-will offering is to be led by Love, 
not drawn by the Cords of Wedlock, for = 
Wil 
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Will is a free faculty, and EY can. 
not be forcibly rear _ att, bur nt 
is capable of admitting perſwafions,: and 
ducements, and ſo may be ap them inclin'd 
bur without them by be forced. 
And therefore tho Maids ought not to''Mar- 
ry without their Parents conſent, yer they 
ought not. to be compell'd Lon inſt rheir own; 
*Tisttue indeed that large es can pridduce 
* a plenty of Livelyhood, , or tis as true; : that 
Content only can produce happy Living, -for 
Content and Riches prove often ro: be no Ki 
to one another 3 bur Content and Happineſs 
'are Twins, and ever inſeparable friends; and 
like Waterand Ice, one ſtill makes the Fac 
Content is certainly the greateſt worldly 
®happineſs, for it makes the poor Rich with it, 
and the Rich poor without it, ad very -com: 
mon experience tells us that many poor Men 
are made. happy by their unrich Wives, and 
many wealthy heireſſcs are made miſerable and 
unfortunate by their rich Husbands,” tor 'tis C 
not much. but enough rhar ſatisfies, and the © 
Weekly Bills of Mortality inform us, chat more © 
| die with Surfeits, than ſtarve with Hunger, rhe © 
true Meaſures of Contentment not conſiſting £ " 
in quantity, but quality, 'for many have much 
thar have not enough, and many have enongh 
that have not much ;ſome young Women being | 7 
compoſed of ſuch diſtempered Hidropick fea- 
veriſh humors, as there's no —__— 
ir 
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Thizi{t of theic-hot ambitious defires; others 
Þ are fo remperately. minded, and healthfully 
E wiſe, as a moderate and indifferent kind ofcon- 
J dition fatisfies them, and thoke arc happy. in 
ſuch. a moderation to a high degree; Contenc 
being the Throne of happineſs, the very top 
| of our ambition, and the end and accompliſh- 
& ment of all our deſires, the ſole want of which, 
Tf is like that of wanting health; which is ſuffici- 
cat.co unpleafure all our other enjoyments, in 
a word, Content is of ſuch an obliging generous 
Nature, and of ſo univerſal value, -as it: fur- 
niſheth us with every thing, that either our' 
real neceſſity wants, or our vain deſires fancy. 
-:And as Content is thus pleaſing, ſo diſcon- 
tence is little lefs-unpleaſing, and therefore: [ 
cannot but highly blame and Cenſure ſuch Ty- 
ratical ill natur'd Parents, as. becaule they like: 
ſnch a Mans fortune, therefore they will make 
their Child Marry ſuch. a ones perlon,. tho/ris' 
as odious to her ſight, as pleafing to her fathers 
| Covetous humor, and fo to fatisfie his will, 
muſt force her inclinations to Marry him, tho 
utterly againſt her own. Indeed 'tisſuch kind 
of forc'd Marriages that drives young Women 
into a double evil, and that of rhe worſt ſort 
too, being thoſe of Perjury, and Treachery ; tor 
how. can you make it leſs than Perjury, in a 
young Woman, to make a ſolemn Vow' in the 
tace of the Congregation to Love that Man her 
whole Life, whom ſhe knows ſhe cannot Love 
a P1CCC 
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apiece of a:day, nay not ſo mi 
efcooert her Lik, ihe is vowl 
tilldeath them depart. 

And ſurely there is no leſs Treachery in 
fuch a Marriage Vow, that muſt be a kin to 
thar black one of Judas, who under pare to 
kiſs bis Lord and Maſter, brought a band of Sol- 
diers to- ſeize him, fo averſe forced Marriages 
under pretence' of long continuing friendſhip 
and kindneſs, by ſhaking hands, but not joyn- 
ing hearts, do often bring Bands of diſcontents 


- and miſeries to each others Lives, and Liber- 


ties. | 
Therefore to conclude this Diſcourſe, 'my 
opinion is that Parents may chooſe their 


Daughters wealchy Husbands to live with, but 


*is only themſelves that can chuſe Husbands to 
be delighted in, and therefore thoſe Maids do 
well that Marry with their Parents liking, and 
they do ill, that Marry againſt their own. 


as that very 
to Love him, 
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THE NINTH 


DISCOURSE, 
Againft Widows Marrying. 


Hen I conſider truly, and refleC ſeri- 

ouſly,how many Widows have made 
themſelves miſerable by Marriage, and how 
few make themſelves happy by Marrying, me- 
thinks it ſhould be now as needleſs a Task to 
diſſwade ſuch fromMarrying.as to adviſethem 
not to eat again of that Diſh they came jult 
from ſurfeicing on; for ſure ſhe that makes her 
ſelf unhappy by a ſecond Marriage, deſerves 
as much her own miſery, and merits as little 
others pity, as theMan that ſteals again after 
having been burn 1n the hand, does the Gal- 
lows : for a repeated fault is a twofold Crime, 
_ and deſerves a double puniſhment. 

I know I need not mind the Reader of the 
old and common fable, of two Women that 
went afloon as they died,to S. Petey to ger ad- 
mittance into Paradiſe ; the firſt aſſured him, 
that her Husband was ſuch a deviliſh wicked 
ill natured Man, that he made her life a kind 
of Hell on Earth,upon which account S. Peter 

G thought 


—_— 


338 CHARACT.ERS 


thought it reaſonable, that ſince ſhe had fuf- | 
fer?d a Hell in this World, ſhe ſhould not en. 


dure another in rhenext, and fo admitted her 
into Paradiſe. 

The other Woman obſerving this, thought 
ſhe had a double Key and Ticket, for ſhe was 
not only tormented with one, but two bad 
wicked croſs-grain'd Husbands, which ren- 
der'd her life moſt miſerable : but S. Peter an- 
{werd ber, that ſince ſhe was ſo very ſimple as 
not tothink one bad Husband enough, but ſhe 
muſt have two, he bid her be gone, for Pays 
diſe was no place for fools; indeed that Widow 
muſt be extravagantly fooliſh, and unreaſ- 
nable, that did not think the miſery of one 
baſe Husband ſufficient, but ſhe muſt try 
theexperiment of a ſecond. 

T confe(s, I, cannot at all agree in opinion with 
thacWriter who ſays,a woman 1sbut an imper- 
fect Creature whilſt ſhe is without aHusband; 
bur had he ſaid a Widow was not come to her 
full perfeftion of miſery *cill ſhe had one;I fan- 
Cy he had given a truer Character, and taken 
a more juſt meaſure of moſt Widows lives 
that Marry , ſince common experience may 
allure all Wives and Widows, that there are 
generally ten bad Husbands for one good one, 
and I believe there are fewW idows in our age, 
that are ſo perfeCtDiſciples of Sexeca's wiſdom, 
as toextratt ſatisfation out of miſery, it be- 
ing an Apoſtolical vertue to be ſatisfied, and 
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| | contented in, whatſoever condition it pleafeth 
God. to place one to. 


Bur I am rather of the belief, that a young: * 


beautiful Widow, that leads a ſtrict vertuous 


unmarried life, leads a kind 'of Miraculous * 


one, in as much as ſhe being born a Subject 
to the Law: of Nature, and to the Luſtful frail- 
ties of it, having not only taſted, but probably 


delighted in them, and yet 'can contain het: 


ſelf ſo in the bounds of ſuch a vertue and pious 
Mortification, as to be ſo much” Miſtris of her 
ſelf, and of her own youthful temper, and in- 


clinations, as to reſiſt the preſſing temprations 


of young handſom Men with an unmoveable 
vertuous conſtancy ; fuch young Widows do 
really live in this world, as the Papifts fay the 
Nans do in their Nanneries, That they live in 
the fleſh, as if they had no bodies. 

And ſure ſince it cannot be denied, but a 
yertue that overcomes the higheſt difficulties, 
fierceſt inclinations, and moſt youthful paſſi- 
ons, muſt needs excel all others ; then ir can- 
not be in the leaſt doubted, but that a youn 
handſom Widow that leads a retir'd, {tric 
unmarried life, muſt needs in that kind ſurpaſs 
all other Women, becauſe ſhe prattiſes more 
the vertue of continence than any of them can, 
I mean as tothe outward mark of our know- 
ledge, fince a Widow that lives in a true con- 
formity to ſuch a ſtri& pious life reſembles 
moſt, and approaches cloſeſt to the heavenly 
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one, which muſt needs be the beſt as coming 
neareſt to perteCtion, for ſhe declines the na- 
tural commerce of the body, to enjoy the ber- 
ter and Spiritual Contemplation of the/Soul, 
And 'tis moſt certain the more Women keep 
their thoughts and defires from: worldly 'de- 
lights and vanities,” the more their minds will 
be fortified againſt them, and the'more ready 
they'll be ro embrace truefeliciry. 

- We read in Scripture that the Wotnans ſub- 
jection to the Man, 'was laid on/her as a pe- 
nance and puniſhment for her diſobedience to 
her God. Truly moſt of thg young Married 


Sparks of our Ape, are very ative in obſerving: 


Gods pleaſure herein, yet not at all on theac- 
, count of the Almighty's deſign, but the worlds 
praGtice, which is for fuch Sparks to make 
_ Marriagea puniſhment tothe Woman, as much 
as they can, that is as much as ſome Wives will; 
for ſerve, honour, and obey,are grown but words 
. ef courſe, which all Women muſt repeart after 
the Miniſter at Marriage, but few will perform 
after they are Married, and their promiſe of 
obedience till death them do part, is ſeldom 
In their thoughts as long as they live. 
Indeed F have known ſome young handſom 
Widows,” who have lov'd their own Repurari- 
on-and their Husbands Memory, ſo much 
as to continue ſome years in a ſtrict deep 
Mourning, as well in their Life as Dreſs. And 
have alſo known other Widows, of —_— 
ris 
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' brisk Zondon brood, that have not fo much 
Complemented their Husbinds death, 'as'to 
hold out one year a Widows Life, tho contra» 
ry.tothe Cuſtom of the Country, and the com- 
mon Rules of decency and civility. _ 
” Andas ſhewing fo little a concern fora Hug- 
band is very unbecoming, and highly immo- 
Jeſt, not to ſpeak worſe ; ſo on the other hand 
overmuch grief and deſpair, are both impru- 
dent, and irreligious. 
But I need not ſpeak much of this overabun- 
dant, Mourning for a Husband, fince 'tis a 
diſtemper of mind, very few Widows of our 
ape arc inclin'd too, and therefore not. in dan- 
ger of being infeted with ; for moſt Widows 
can tell us that they are fo well read' in the 
brave Rowan Story, who though they had no 
other bounds ro their aſpiring hopes,” than the 
Conqueſt of che whole world,yet they ſtill pla- 
ced their glory and praiſe, as much in fuffering 
well, as in doing fo, ſaying, 4s they ought not 
to be overmuch exalted by proſperity, ſo they - 
ought not to be too much depreſſed or caſt down 
by adverfity, but to obſerve the Golden Rule of 
Mediocrity in both Caſes, and therefore *cis 
not ill Wite-like, bur braye Roman like, to futs 
fer all loſſes with Courage and Patichce. _ 
© © And 'tis from theſe Conſiderations that mar 
ny ofour fine young pay brisk Widows fay, 
hey efteems more the Phyloſophers Wit, than his 
Fiſdow, who. being in great affliction, at 
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one of kis friends yold- him, his crying, could 
do neither. him, nor her any good ; Therefore 

. aid the Philoſopher I Cry, | 
But this is a kind of doleful Logick, that 
ſuits ill with the (prightly gaicty of our fine 
oung Widows, and theretore it muſt be need- 
efs as well as troubleſom to mind them of ir, 
it being a very unmodiſh doftrin, to preach 
to fuch young Widows, that becauſe their 
Husbands. are out of the world, therefore 
they. ought to live as if they were nor in ir, 
and bury themſelves alive in a ſtrict ſolitary 
retirement, which they will tell you favours 
more. of great folly, than true wildom ; ſince 
no. Woman by her Matrimonial Vow, is enga- 
ged to Love her Husband longer "than ill 
cath them do part ; and indeed asWives now 
 $go,I think 'ris very extraordinary to meet one 
that truly loves her Husband half fo long. In 
a word, the thar gives her Husband a more la- 
ſting Love tha: 'he- promiſed, - is generouſly 
kind, bur ſhe thar pays him as much as ſhe in- 

gaged for, is truly juſt. | 
_ Next'ris moſt certain that all extreams are 
\ bad, and therefore Widows ought to avoid 
them on both ſides; cither by ſhewing too little 
a Concern, or too violent a Gricf,for their Hus- 
bands death; I know I need not travel your 
thoughts ſo far as the! Eaſt-ludies, to ſhew you 
the barbarous examples of, Womens love. to 
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' their! dead Husbands bodies, by facrifieing 
themſelves to. the Devil, by burning 

ſelves alive, ſoon afrer their Husbands deattr; 
we have. examples enough in the Hiſtory: of 
our Neighbouring Princes; of their Wives bar- 
barous Cruelty commitred againſt their. own 
Lives, for their Husbands loſs of theirs z (bur 
then do not miſtake me, fo as to think; -I'be- 
lieve there are any fuch kind of fond; fooliſh 
Wives in our age, ) as Adymond Queen of 
Sweedlaxyd, who, when ſhe heard her Husband 
was kill'd by the Dares, faid ſhe would ſoon fol» 
low him, and preſently ſtabb'd her ſelf. 1 might 
name you many more of this bloody Natyre, 
but ſurely ſuch kind of Tragical examples-are 
to-be look'd upon, bur'as the vile and-wicked 
effets of madneſs or a'deviliſh deſpair, and 
notar all the motions of a pious vertuous love, 
ſince good Wives may ſhew their kindneſs, 
without ſhedding their blood, and may mourn 
heartily, withour dying 'Cruelly ; for ſuch un- 
natural deaths-yrtterly deſtroy that great Chri- 
ſtian vyertue, of well regulating their paſſ- 
ons. 

And certainly no Widow ftands more:en- 
paged to her Husbands memory, either by the 
Laws of outward Civility and good manners, 
or by the inward effets of true love and real 
eſteem, thanito obſerye rhoſe' kinds of mea- 
ſures; and degrees of mourning for their Hus: 
bands, which are uſual according; to the rutes 
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of cuſtom and decency, which is to live a 
ſtri&religious and unmarried life, for; ſome 
conſiderable time, or longer as ſome Women 
do; and among thoſe many whocontinueſoro 
the end of their days,and ſoare Widows indeed 
according to S. Pauls phraſe, and ſo deſerve his 
claratter of honour. And among thoſeIcan- 
not omit a juſt commendation of the three 
moſt Excellent vertuous Ladies,. and | kind 
Siſters, who live together near Lindon, I nedd 
not name them, becauſe I am ſure, there are 
not three Widow Siſters of their high Quality, 
great Vertue, andclear Reputation, that live 
together inall Erg/and; for which as they have 
the juſt admiration and praiſes-of all true Lo- 
vers: of Vertue ;- ſo I wiſh all Widows would 
ſtrive ro imitate their religious example, that 
ſolike them, they might enjoy comfort of true 
devotion and felicity upon carth, as ancarneſt 
of more bleſſed comtorts and happineſs they do 
expett in the other World. | | 

And who by leading ſuch a conſtant religi- 
ous, and unmarried Life, the world muſt plain- 
ly ſee, that ſuch Widows have no particular 


fondneſs for any Man in the world, ſince their 
dear Husbands are out of it, and that they do 


ſill ſhew a conſtant afte&tion, real eſteem and 


{memory of their Husbands vertues and-repu» 


tation; and by aparticular kindneſs continued 


-roall-their Husbands Relations and Fricnds,as 
muchas if they. had: been. now; aRtually being, 
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and*could be 'made ſenſible of the effes of 
their good or ill nature towards them: I fay ſuch 
a'vertuous and diſcreet carriage in Widows is 
a moft clear demonſtration that Loves do not 
- expire with their Husbands Lives; and cer- 

tainly ſuch an affe&tion muſt be more real, and 
leſs byaſſed, astoall appearances; thanthelove 
of any living Wite can 'poſſible be ; ſince that 
* may only look counterteit, and be diſguiſed, 
by wearing a Mask of ſelf-intereſt, or deſigh 
rather than of true affeHion or value, and 
may: be' reckoned 'on the account, of living 
in good eſteem or reputation as to the world, 
or be counterſeired 'for an outward _ 
kindneſs to her Husband, tho ſhe has no rea 
inward one, in order to live at peace and quiet 
| at home, both for her Childrens good,and for 
her own and families cal. 

But a Widow that continues (as I have 
faid) conſonant kindneſs to her Husbands me 
 mory and Relations, and lives in the ſtate of 
a private and religious widowhood; ſuch a 
one can expect no return, or hope for any praiſe 
or advantage, bur from the juſt commendarti. 
\ on of her vertue while ſhe lives, or indeed the 
more certain comfort and aſſurance of her eter- 
nal happineſs, when ſhe comes to die. \ 
: But mortifying Diſcourſes of this nature, 1 
am ſure muſt be far from making any agreeable 
muſick to the fine young Widows,  bur-it qr 
be ſound harſh, and: utpleaſant, as —_— 
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uſeleſs and unliking ;'many: of''the fine'gay 
young Widows, making the day of their Hus- 
bands death, the joyful Birthday of their own I} 90 
freedom. - * 4 be 
And there are few of theſe brisk witty ſore I} all 
of Widows that are not ſo great foes or 
in the Politicks of Marriage, and fo perfe&tly 
read in all parts of Scripture tending to: thar If Ia 
point, as to be wiſely able roextra& out of ir, if 0) 
the vertue of Patience, and to poſſeſs itinifo IN Li 
high a degree,. and great mealure," as'to be 
able to ws. to themſelves ſatisfaftory Argu- 
ments, of all ſizes, degrees, and qualities what. 
ſoever, to arm themſelves againſt the loſs of I t< 
a Husband of any kind ; be he good: or bad, If it 
or rich, ſo as to render his death art leaſt I 8 
eaſie, if not pleaſing, by arguing and -xeaſon- I i 
ing, with themſelves after this manner: : 
if my Husband was good and vertuous, and I *« 
made a holy end, ſuitable to his religious life, | Þ 
ſure I ought not to mourn for it, but rejoyce | ® 
at it, that he is gone to Heaven, and. that 1 i 
have in a manner half my -ſelf there before- I} £ 
hand ; and-therefore-ir muſt argue want of 
Qharity, kindneſs and- good nature to lament 
and mourn for his happinels, in living and dy- 
ing fo well. K15'24 
i Ifimy Husband was wicked, lewd, andpro- 
Phane, I have a double. reaſon rorgoyce for 
his death; firſt; that the 'world is ridiof/fo 
bad a Man, and I of foilla Husband, andam 
r RR hoy (296 
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16-more :oblig'd to lic every. night, withſo 
much wickedneſs in tmy boſom, and that we are 
now.no more one fleſh, who were fo far from 
being of one mind, -and humor ; and I have 
alſo this ſecond means of extratting this hea- 
venly advantage by it, that having experiment 
ed the {laviſh miſery of ſerving the Creature, 
lam now, or at leaſt ought to be, the more rea- 
dy and willing to dedicate all my remnant of 
Life, only to the ſervice of my Creator, whoſe 
_ is {till perte&t freedom, and. everlaſting 
1citY, 
ow Husband was poor and needy, I have 
reaſon. to be glad he is intirely delivered from 
the great miſery of want, and that his poverty 
is dead and buried with him, for none ever 
feels want in the Grave. pf. 
Burt if my Husband died Rich, I have great 
reaſon to rejoyce that he has left me fo, and 
has ' given., me by his. death, what he: de- 
nied me all his life, the incontroulable Trea- 
ſure of his' Wealth; and that I have now'the 
range of the whole Kingdom, to ramble over, 
and ſpend-it after what kind of manner, and 
With whar ſort of Company, as I fancy moſt, 
and love beſt; and by being a Widow I am 
become the perfe&t Empreſs of my own Will, 
inſtead of being confin'd ar home a Subjett to 
my Husbands,. and ſure none can reliſh with 
more guſto, the caſc and liberty, and the many 
pleaſures of freedom, than ſhe that's newly 
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Verrue, that there's no' Paſſon, or. Afiittion in 
the World, that Vertue has not a Remedy for : ' 
,. The ſame may be ſaid in reference to moſt 
young Widows love to their Husbands, let 
their paſſionate kindneſs for them be ſeeming: 
ly never ſo great, whilſt they live, yer they will 
be ſure to find Remedies tor their overmuch 
mourning for their death. el 
And therefore F ſhall adviſe Hushands never 
$0 Antidate their trouble, by fearing that 
their:death will produce a long ſadneſs in their 
Wives, at the common rate Marriage-Love 
now goes, there's na.great fear of it; ſince in 
molt Wives their good Jointure-Rents, out- 
weigh their Loos tis or at leaſt Counter. 
poiſe all their formal Mourning; for there js 
xeally, ſo. little pure Love in many: of our 
Marriages now adays, as Husband and Wites 
Love, is but of the ſame. nature of that of 
great Soyereign. Princes, 'whote Love is but 
meer Intereſt; and a -Husbands death to ma- 
py: of our Wiyes, is become as Repentance for 
Sin, Which cannot come ſo ſooncor late, bur it 
Kill brings Comfort with it. | : 
And now-leſt you may take my fpeaking 


ainſt Widows Marrying, to'be but a kind . 


of raillying Diſcourſe, fit only toentertain, but 
pot to, convince ; and that my reaſons againſt 
Widows Marrying are-but meer Romancick, 


deliver'd from the bondage of a Marriage con 
finement, and therefore what Sexeca ſaid. of 


pleaſant, 
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leafant ro beread, bur needleſs to be beliey'd; 
"will ways my own weak reafonings, and 
quote you ſome Scripture ones, that ſeem not 
to favour Widows Marrying, but rather the 
contrary, to continue as they are, and. for 
their encouragement to it, propoundsto them 
t advantages by it, which are theſe, The 
{ft is out of the 0/d Teſtament, Lev.22.13. it 
a Prieſts Daughter be Married, ſhe muſt not eat 
of the Offerings of holy Things, but if | the. 
Priefts Daughter be a Widow, ſhe may eat as in he 
Touth, that is, as if (he had been never Married 
and was a Maid, which was a priviledge Women 
bad by living Widows under the Moſaick- Law, 
and which would not have it ſeems been granted, 
had ſhe been made — a ſecond Marriage. 
. And S. Paul ſpeaking ot the happineſs and 
advantages Virgins have over Married Wo- 
men, gives this as one of his principal reaſons, 
that they live free and exempr from the cares 
of obſerving and pleaſing their Husbands, and 
being in ſubjeQion to.chem. And fure Widows 
enjoy at leaſt as much, if not more, on this at- 
count than Virgins can; for doubtleſs ir muſt 
be a far greater degree of pleaſure, and fatis- 
faction to thoſe that have cſt aff the Yoke of 
an ill Marriage, than it can be to thoſe that 
never wore it; as a ſick Man that recovers his 
health muſt needs enjoy more pleaſure by it; 
than another can in his health that was never 
fick; and really in my opinion the — 
Wo o 
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of an ill Marriage ought tb bethe beſt Reme. 


dy,to make a Widow well favour the happineſs 
of an unmatried life, and the moſt walſive 


Argument to make her continue ſo, 


. . I ſhall further obſerve, that the fame Apoſtle | 


in his firſt Epiſtle ro Timothy, chap. 5. verſ. 5. 
Seems to divide Widows into two ſorts, the 
ood, and the bad; the good he Charadteri- 
es with the Titlg of being Widows indeed, and 
ves us this fign tro know them by, She that 
rraſteth in God, and continueth in Prayers, and 
Smpplications night and day. This is the holy 
Mark; you may know a godly Widow by, 
and this is the Widow that the Apoſtle ca 
. a Widow indeed, and orders Timothy to pay 
themgreat honour as ſuch. : 
Fam fure theſe are not at all a kin to the 
race of proud brisk ranting Widows that are 
in; and about Loxdey, who abſtain not from 
Marriage upon the account of any retired reli- 
giousInclinations, or upon any want of defires 
roMarry,(for moſt of theſeWidows defiremore 
Husbands than Husbands defirethem)for they 
" only abſtain from Marriage becauſe they can- 
not get Husbands to ſuit their fancy, for they 
muſt Marry ſuch &are high enough to Match 
their Qualicy, Rich enough to maintaintheir 
Extravagancies, and fools enough to be go- 
vern'd by them; but ſuch a fort of Abſtinence 
from Marriage, ſprings rather from great pride, 
_ than true deyotion; and. ſo proyes rather a 
"Sp 
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"| Penance ro their body; than proceeds from 
' | any;principlept Vertue in their mind. 
-: The bad. fort of Widows the Apoſtle brands 
"| wizh-the foul marks, of being not only idle, but 
|| tatiers and bufie-bodies wandring from Houſe to 
' Houſe, which among the London Ladies is cal- 
lkedVifiting ; theſe fort of Widows S. Paul or- 
ders 7imothy to refuſe, and not to admit into 
the number, and ſeems to give this reaſon for 
it; for when a Widow waxeth wanton againſt 
Chriſt, that is againſt holineſs, ſhe wiZ Marry, 
(where by the by, take notice Widows, that 
Marrying isa fign of waxing wanton) and next, 
if, that young Widows had not been naturall 
inclin'd to this ſort of wantonnels, the Apoſt 
would nev@- haye given this ſtrict charge 
about. it, by ordering 7imothy. not to admit a 
Widow into the — under ſixty, the Wiſe 
of one Husband, not two, which in cffe& was 
to.admit no Widow, but ſucha one as refoly'd 
never to Marry ; for ſure the Apoſtle might 
yery. well conclude, that a Widow that did 
not Marry before ſixty, would never Marry 
after ; it being an unfir and undecent Age, as 
exceeding: all the bounds of gravity and dilcre- 
tion, being an age altogether uncapable to.an-: 
{wer. one of thoſe ends Marriage was chiefly 
ordained for, bringing Children into the world; 
for S. Pawl in-the fame Verſe, Where he will 
that young Women ſhould Marry, he orders them 
to bring Children, 1 Tim. 5,14. So __ tis 
car, 
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forth Children; and tho I'conteſs a Widow ar 
fixty may with her great Wealth buy a youn 


Mony, )-yet 'tis impoſſible that her years 
ſhould ever breed a Child; for though her 
Mony may bring her a Husband to Bed, yer 
all the Midwiyes in Chriſtendom can neyer 
bring her ſo. 
And now I have given you my. opinion as 
to old Widows, I ſhall here preſent my advice 
ro. the young ones, which is, inſtead of yentu- 
xing on the great uncertaitity of meeting a good 
 Husband, you will diſpoſe your ſelves unto 
the-ſervice'of a good God, wher@you will 'be 
fureto enjoy true content in this world, (which 
- 1$ more than you will beſure to do in a Huſ- 
band, ) and erergal felicity inthe next, inſuch 
a pertett ſtate of bliſs, as you will have nothing 
ro hope, or fear, wiſh, or deſire; for the thar 
has all ſhe deſires, can have nothing to wiſh. 
S. Paul ſays, ſhe that liveth in pleaſure, u 
dead while jhe liveth; therefore all Widows 
willdo well to refle& ſeriouſly on the vaſt dif- 
ference, of living in vanity, fin, and pleaſure, 
and that of living vertuouſly;''and' in a true 


ed'inthe bleffed number of rhoſe that S. Paul 
calls Widows indeed, who.continue in ſupplication 
ang prayer, night and day. - 


To 


Clear, that a Widow at ſixty oughr notto Mar. 
- becauſe a Widow at that Age cannot bring 


Husband, (for Gallants are ſtill to be had for 


love; and holy fear of God ; and foto be liſt- 
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"* Toconclude, this is the vaſt difference be” 
tween the Widow that liveth in vainPleaſure, 
and ſhe that liveth in the true fear of God ; 


The one © dead whilſt (he liveth, and the other 
ſhall live eternally after ſhe is dead. 
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THE TENTH 


DISCOURSE 
Againſt keepingof MISSES. 


OW I have finiſhed my Diſcourſe on the 

YN uopleaſingSubjett,of many Widows mi- 
eries by making ſecond Marriages ; I ſhall 
change that doleful Scene, and now bring on 
the Stage the gay, brisk, modiſh vice of keep- 
ing Miſſes; a ſin grown ſo in faſhion, as the 
great cuſtom of the faſhion, has overgrown 
theſenſe of the fin ; being a vice ſo common, 
as its commonneſs makes many forget *tis a 
vice,nay ſome of your youngAtheiſtical Gen- 
tlemen are ſo far from condemaing the finful- 
neſs of it, as they pretend to juſtifie its pra- 
Qice as not ſinful; but for this fort of Saranifts, 
they are only fit tobe ſhut up with a Red Croſs, 
and a Domine miſerere upen their Doors, that 
they may be branded fo for the plague of their 
H impicty, 
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impiety , as to keep in their infeQtion to 
themſelves, for theſe are ſteering direQly be- 


fore the Wind, with a full fail to Hell. 
There are another ſort, that ſteer almoſt the 
ſame courſe, but with a fide wind ; and tho” 
theſe are of very wicked principles, yet theh 
are not of ſo profane and debauch'd a kind, as 
the former ; for gheſe own, that keeping a Miſs 
1s11],but they hold it a leſs evil to keep a good- 
humour'd handſom Miſs, than to live with an 
old ugly ill-natured Wife ; for ſay they, one 
need keep a Miſs no longer than he likes and 
loves her ; but one 1s ſtill bound to live with 
a_croſs-grain'd Wife, though he is ſo far from 
loving or liking her, as he hates her ; but this 
Argument carriesno force, but ia wickednels, 
being indeed as very ſenſeleſs and ridiculous, 
as Its maintainers are highly ,impious and ex- 
travagant; ſince a Man by living with his ugly 
Croſs Wife,may thereby often meet occaſions 
to exerciſe his patience, which may prove a 
vertue 1n ſome kind ; but by keeping a Mils, 
he can never by it exerciſe a vertue in any 
kind ; beſides a Man by living with his Wife, 
tho* never ſo deform'd, does but what he 
ought ; but a Man by keeping a Miſs, tho' 


never {o handſom, does what he ought nor, 


' fince in ſo doing he offends his God. 
There are another ſort of vicious young 
Sparks, who you will eaſily believe have not. 


attained to years of diſcretion by their pre- 
tending 
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 - and DEFSCOURSES. mp.) 
tending to Argue, that "tis nor a preaterillro *- 
keep a-handfoms Miſs, than for a Widow to 
Marry a bad Husband, bur in my opinion this 
admits of no compariſon; for fure no Widow 
can be-ſo mad, as to Marry aMan, thatſhe is 
{ure beforehand will be a bad Husband. Bur 
all Men'that keep Miſſes know betorchand, 
that by ſo doing they aCt a great ſin. A Widow 
by Marrying an ill Husband, only commitsa 
faulr againſt her own content, but he that keeps 
a Miſs, offends againſt his Makers command ; 
which muſt hoes be very much worſe, ſince an 
Hl Husband can only diſturb the body, buta 
ſcandalous ſin may deſtroy the foul. 

But yet tho a Widows Marrying an ill Hus- 
band, cannot poſſibly be of fo ill a nature as a 
Mans keeping a Miſs, yet it may probably be 
of a nweh more laſting trouble, ſince an ill 
Husbands life is like to laſt much longer, than 
a fair Miſſes beauty ; for weall know tis very 
cuſtomary; for Miſs keepers love, to end with 
their Miſſes beauty, ſince their beauty only 
makes the loye. 

In a word, I have known ill men that have 
made 'kind Husbands, ſo that 'tis poſſible a 
Widow may Marry an ill Man, and nor be 
miſerable; but'tis impoſſible a Man can keep 
a Miſs, and not be wicked. 

'Tis- a common Proverbial ſaying, That a 
Wife i '@ neceſſary Evil, which I fancy, isnot 
wo be takenin theſenſe moſt do, that Men can- 
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not live without them ;-.but becauſe Men are 
ſtill. bound-ro live with them ;-for whilſt they 
are. Wives, tho-far from 'being gaod ones, yet 
poor Husbands are oblig'd to ſerve ont their 
time of bondage, according to agreement for 
better for worſe, till death them do part. But 
now for the new, Mode of protempore - Wives, 
called Miſes, they are generally. look'd'upon 
by our Gallants, and keepers ofthem,, as only 
Tenants at wiil, - ro Mens Perſons, and Purſes; 
| being tied to them in; no other manner, than 
we are to reading Romances, on 'which we 
may begin when we will, and leave off when 
we pleafe, for we are not oblig'd to read longer 
in them, than they ſuit our humor, and pleaſe 
our fancy. | 
Indeed Miſſes are now become in molt great 
Towns, (eſpecially: London) ro Gentlemen,. as 
Booksare in Stationers Shops to Scholars, where 
they may pick and chuſe, Read ſometimes'this 
kind of Books, another that ſort, all, or any, 
and hire. them. by the Day, Month or Year; 
and when they have read them oyer as oſt as 
they. pleaſe, and have, no. longer delight: in 
them, or farther uſe of them,” they may return 
chem, and leave them where they found them, 
and there's. no harm done, they.1ying ready 
exposd for the next Courteous comer. | 
Miſſes .in Towns are. like - Free-booters *at 
Sea, .no. Purchaſe, no Pay, they,are,never our 
of their way, (except to. Heaven), ſothey Gun: 
CY nk ogg ut 
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but meet a prize in it ; indeed our fine young | 


Gallants are wiſe in this particular,(bur pray 
do not ask me in what: other leſt yeu puzle 
'me,) and this their wiſdom conſiſts only in 


chuſing of two evils the leaſt; tor they will keep 


Miſſes which isill, bur they will not be bound 
to keep them longer than during pleafure, 
«which is lefs ill than a longer time; thar is, 
they will be' tied ro Miſſes'by no other Law, 
than that*dearly beloved one of ſweet variety, 


Miſſes being to be us'd bur like flight fummer * 


Garments, which are only uſeful in the youth- 
ful Spring or hot Summer Seaſon of Mens 
Lives, i may without much Ceremony, or 
great difficulty beput on, or caſt off; ('twere 
well if the ſin of ufing them could beſo too) 
lightly worn, and cheaply bought; Miſles'be- 
ing bur a kind 'of Summer-Fruir, for preſent 
eating, not long keeping, for their beaury will 
never hold our long after a hot Yexus blaft, or 
burning clap of thunder, and their Bodies are 
ofren withered and rotten before they are near 


ripe, in ſubſtance and perfection, as many of 


the Merchant Adyenturers in that Trade, can 
rell you by woful experience. | 
And therefore young Men do wiſely in nat 
binding themſelves to them, in Health, and 
Sickneſs, for then they are not only uſeleſs bur 
chargeable; not till death them do parr, bur till 
their Miſſes beauties does decay, or their Paſi- 
onchange; for Miſs-Love mult ſtill be Pafſto- 
H 3 nate, 
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nate, becaule it ceaſeth ro be Love, when ir 
ceaſeth ro be Paſſionate, having no.other mo.- 
tive to cheriſh and maintain. it; and therefore 


uſually ſuch Mens Love, expires aſſoon as their 
Miſſes beauty breaks, or may be ſooner, if he 


be taken with a more agreeable objeQ, for his 


preſent fancy and | conyeniency ; for though 
moſt of our young Gallants Loye conſtantly, 
yet few are conſtant in their Amours; for tho 
they are (till Loving, 'tis Women more than 
a Woman; for conlidering they are only Con- 
ſtant _to Inconſtancy, they can only keep the 
name of Conſtant Lovers, as Rivers ſtill keep 
the. ſame Name, tho they are never two Mi- 
nutes the ſame Water, they ſtill cunning into 
the Sea, as Springs are ſtill running into them. 

Indeed it young Gallants were: bound to 
keep their Miſſes during life, ſuch an obliga- 
tion would come ſo near to matrimonial bon- 
dage, as our young Gallant, on thoſe terms, 
would as little love and like a handſom young 
Miſs, asan ugly old Wife, all confinements to 
our Sparks 0 - times being odious. . 

O what a brave World and pleaſant Age do we 
live in, whennew ſetts of Miſſes, are now grown 
modiſh marks of Greatneſs, as numbers of 
Wives and Concubines were figns of Magni- 
ficence in Solomon's days, which is the only 
thing I know our young Gallants imitate him 
in,and their only grand reaſon for doing it, is 
meerly becauſe Chriſts holy Goſpel torbids 
them doing it, Really 
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* Really the Drunkards' in S: Paul's days, 
were a kind of ſober Men to the Libertinsof 
our Age ; for they knowing their deeds were 
evil and ſcandalous, had fa great a ſenſe of 
modeſty and ſhame, (tho nor of fin, ) 'as to 
caſt a vail of darkneſs over them, to hide them- 
felves and their Debauchery from the ſight of 
others, which is implied by S. Pau/'s ſaying, 
Thoſe that are Drunken, are Drunken in the 
Night; but the Debauchees of our times, 
ſo glory in their own unſhamefulneſs as 
they expoſe their Perſons and: Vices, (I 
might have faid Sins) to the open Sun- 
ſhine, and publick Aſſemblies; and are ſo 
far from caſting a vail, either to cover their 
own ſhame, or their Miſſes painted faces, as 
many of our young Sparks, nay, others 
that are more f Was middle aged Sinners, al- 
low their Miſſes Coaches to themſelves, but 
with Coachmen in their own Livery, for fear 
all might not know whoſe Miſſes rhey are, 
and who keeps them, to ſhew to the World 
that their vile impudence fcorns all ſober Mens 
cenſure, as well as irdefics the great Gods pu- 
niſhmenc. 

This baſe ſpecies of mercenary Miſs Love, 
being grown as very common as themſelves 
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are, who areas impudentin their Carriage, as 


lewd in their A&ions; and really tis now 
grown a diſpucable queſtion which now 
abounds moſt in Lond; n, Hackny Coaches, 
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or Hackny. Women, Tradeſmen or Tradi 
women. 07 11 
Thus impudence is now become a kind 


Staple Commodity in our Kingdom of Love; it 


being how adays eſteem'd a ſhameful meanneſs 
of Spirit in a young Gentleman, to be our of 
countenance for keeping a. Miſs, but grown 
no ſhame art all ro keep one ; they, being now 
looked upon but as marks of greatneſs and 
riches, and ſigns of Youth,. health, faſhion, 
and gaity ; bur. never in the leaſt thought on, 
co be the ſad efteAts of fin, ſhame, folly, and 
wickedneſs. 

O ſtrange change ! That fin ſhould be thus 
ſupported by a cuſtomary impudence, and 
vertue ſuppreſſed by a general Cuſtom : Thus 
the tolerated, nay I might have: faid incoura- 
ging mode of aCting this ſin, has taken away 
both the ſhame and conſcience of committing 
it; yet as very debauch'd as our Age is, we 
.ought not to caſt our faults on-it, for there 
can benno time ſo bad, as to render ſins necef- 
ſary ; tor general Cuſtom, can never juſtifie 
particular taults, ſince we might all live, well, 
if we did not ſpend our time ill ; forthe willin 
her immediate operations, neither depends, 
nor moves by the temper of the body, or the 
faſhion of the times, but by the motions of 
'the mind, in her own Reſolutions. 

In a word, keeping of Miſſes, is now grown 
ſo common, not only among great rg» 
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* others of as bad Lives, tho' not of to great 
Eſtates ; that now as to the keeping of Miſles, 
KW. there's nothing in it fo ſtrange, as that. any 
ſhould think it ſo. 


THE ELEVENTH 
DISCOURSE, 


Of the vain folly of ſuch Ladies who 
think to ſhew their Wit, by Jeering 
and Cenſuring their Neighbours. 


_—_—_ 


Ndeed there would not need many Lines or 
| Arguments on this SubjeQ, to diſſwade 
Ladies from Feering at others Fanlts, if they 
would but ſeriouſly reflect on their own ; for 
then certainly they would neither accuſe 
others,nor juſtifie themſelves, but avoid keep- 
ing Company with, or at leaſt prattiſing of, 
this baſe ill natur'd and uncharitable vice, of 
Jeering and Cenſuring their Neighbours. 

We read in the Goſpel of S. John, how the 
Scribes and Phariſees brought before our Savi- 
our, the Woman that was taken inthe At of 4 
adultery, to tempt him, ſaying, Moſes in the 
Law commanded as, that ſuch»fhould be ſtoned, 
but what ſayeſt thou? and after often asking, 
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Feſus ſaid uno them, he that is without ſin 
among you, let him caſt the firſt ſtone at her ; 
and they that heard it being convitted in their 
own Conſciences, went away one by one, and all left 
her ; for as Solomon ſays, who is ſo pure as to 
have no ſin ?! [52 

Ifall Cenforious Ladies would but truly and 


I22 


| heartily apply this ſaying to themſelves, and 


fancy our Saviour now ſaying uatothem, the 
Lady that is free from fault among you, caſt 
the firſt Jeer at your Neighbour, I am confi- 
dent the Ladies would be f Conſcious of their 
own Guilt, as they would preſently all leave 
this filthy ſin, as the Scribes and Phariſees 
did the Adulterous Woman. | 
| For there's no Woman in this World of fo 
holy and pure a mixture, as to be free fion 
any ſtain and fault, for then ſhe muſt be more 
than a Woman; and therefore allLadies ought 
to make it their buſineſs rather to mend their 


- own faults, than make it their paſtime ro Jcer 


at thoſe of others, which very likely they are 
guilty of themſelves, and to conſider, fince all 
are infected, none ought to cenſure any, but 
every one to repent in particular for himſelf, 
and to be forry in general for all. 

I have known ſome ordinary home-ſpun wit- 
ty Women, who have proclaim'd themſelves 
very fooliſh in great Companies, and have 
ſhew'd their want of wit in attempting to Jeer 
at others above their reach, having only _” 
Ideas, 
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Ideas, of which they pretended' to have a per- 
ſet knowledge, and fo have ex their 
faint glimmering wit and flaſhy talk, of ſelf 
conceitednelſs, on a Candleſtick, to be judged, - 
and look'd into by every prying and abuſiye 
Critick, which had been much better kept ar 
home under a Buſkel, among their Friends and 
Neighbours; many of theſe pretenders to Rat- 
lying wit, fancying they baye a perfeCt know- 
ledge of things when they do notunderſtand, 
nor ſo much as know, thatthey do not know 
it; for there's a knowledge of Ignorance, as 
well as an Ignorance of knowledge, and ſome 
fin by. a preſumption of knowledge, as well 
as others do by an ignorant preſumption ; and 
therefore ſuch Women pretenders to wit, ma 
be aſſured that they haye great reaſon to wi 
for a deliverance beau their unknown igno- 
rance, as well as holy David rteacheth all Men 
to beg pardon of God for their ſecret and un- 
known faults. 'Tis in ordering of wit, as in 
managing of a voyce, ſhe that has an indifferent 
{weet low voyce, and ſings within its' reach, 
may do it agreeable enough ; bur if ſhe ſtriving 
to ſing better than ſhe can, over mounts and 
ſtretches her voyce, by ſo overſtraining it ; ſhe 
raiſes her weak voyce to meer ſqueaking,and ſo 
renders it more diſcord than good vocal Muſick. 
So truly an indifferent Wit that moves in 
the Sphere of her own abiliry, may paſs for 
good witty pleaſant Company ; bur if ſhe are 
rends 
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' thematicks, Politicks, or the not well under- 


ty, becauſe it-maketh not wiſe to ſalvation, 


_ feth up, but charity edifieth, and both Gods 
. Word, and our own experience, (if we are ho- 
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tends ro talk of what ſhe does not unde 
ſtand, and by endeavouring to make-wittz 
ſcoffs on others, to caſt only ſome groſs foul 
flanders on them ; ſuch a one drowns her ſmall 
Spring of wit, in the Ocean of her folly, and. 
receives but contempr, inſtead of praile. 

- For my part have a more nice. opinion © 
that they generally call ignorance, than uſual. 
ly moſt have; for many eſteem ignorance to 
conſiſt only in the want of School learning, 
others in that of Hiſtory, Philoſophy, Ma- 


ſtanding the Affairs of the World, and the 
Intrigues of Courts, and the Men and faCti- 
ons in it, when in real truth, one may be a 
perfe& Maſter of Arrt in all theſe, and yer be 
an ignorant Freſh-man in the very dawning, 
and beginning of true Wiſdom, the fear of 
God ; which truth is confirmed by a wiſer 
Solomon, than any that dares contradiCt it; 'ris 
only that wiſdom that leadeth to ſalvation. 
Therefore I am of opinion that a Learned 
Man that knoweth much; and lives-ill, and is 
uncharitable; is much more ignorant, than that 
Lady who knows little, and prays much, and 
gives Alms plentifully; and this occaſioned the 
Wiſeman to eſteem Worldly wiſdom but vani- 


and S, Paul tells us, that worldly knowledge puf- 
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id By.) can aſſure us, that a good Conſcience, (which 
Tour gracious God never denies; to. thoſe that 
Scg it with great zeal, and in good time) a 
Bi continual feaſt. 

Therefore your vain Ladies cannot but own 
in ſpight of all their averſnels to it, that there 
muſt be much more wiſdom in going to the 
Houſe of Prayer, than paſtime to go to the 
'Y Play-houſe ; though if welook into the ſeats 
on Sunday$,- and at the boxes on all the Week- 
days, we ſhall find more Ladies ſet our at 
this, than that ; tho.we know ane is the great 
duty of Religion, and the other but a meer - 
delight of fancy. \- 

And if the fine Ladies and young Sparks, 
rould read this and not be angry, I would de- 
ſire them to conſider ſeriouſly ; tho I know 
ſcrious conſideration is very unmodiſh, and 
conſequently very unuſual among them to pra- ' 
Qiſe, and ſo uncivil in me to ask,: what are 
witty Plays, and fine Romances; truly Plays 
of the very belt fort are bur fine pleaſanc Plots, 
ſometimes taken out of true Story, ſometimes 
raiſed by meer fancy ; well acted, ,and finely 
repreſented on the Stage, richly gilded. and 
ſet out with fine Scenes, quick Wir, , pleaſant 
Fancy, good Humor, modiſh Dreſs, and pure 
double refined - Language, exaQtly: fitted and 
tun'd to the preſent rvemper of the Times; and 
when all this is done; tho one may hear much 
wit-in them, . yet none can learn .much op 
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dom by them; Plays being writ for mee pa. c 
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ſtime to pleaſe the fancy, more than inſtru&t 
the underſtanding, made to pet the Poer praiſe, 
and the Players mony, rather than to teach 
the hearers vertue. 

And ſo of Romances what ate they other, 
than a pleaſant ingenious mixture of fiction, 
made up in a large Volume of extraordinary 
Adventures, and witty well compoſed fan- 
cies ; rarely ſet out, and richly adorn'd; with 
pure ſmooth Romantick Language, of ſtrange 
things done, and fierce love made, by Knights 
Errants in the Air, where the Lovers nn 
a thouſand Miracles in Fights, and ſingle Com- 

_ bars, killing Men without ever hurting them, 
or ſo mach as drawing their Sword towards 
it; «(for all ſuch relations are writ to the height 
of Invention, no matrer if itſurpaſſes all poſibi- 
liry of performance, for thoſe nicetics are need- 
leſs in Romances,) and fay all the fine things 
imapinable, without ſpeaking aword,and follow 
their Miſtriſſes over many Kingdoms, with- 

__ cut ſo muchas ſtirring one ſtep after them; ſo 
that T may cruly enough fay, that a Romance, 
is a Monſter, compoſed of great contrarieties, 
and high falſres. (2H 

In ſhore, when you have once read over a 
Romance, tho tt be never fo good and pleaſant, 
yet 'ris but a kind of dull entertainment, to | 
read it aſecond. time, a Romance being like a 
Stratagem-of War, never to be ufed well 'but 
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# once. And yet theſe Plays and Romances are 
ſo many in number, and fo highly in:eſteem, 
with our vain young Ladics, and fine Sparkiſh F 
Gallants, as among many of them, they make \, 
it the main imployment of their-Study, and 4 
the Library of their Books, (except perhaps 
n, fl anold Prattice of Piety of the family, all moul- 
yl dy through long keeping, and; never uſing ) 
n-E being the great; Treaſury of their Wit, and 
hl the Hef ſubject of their.Diſcourſes, 
{> Indeed the vain flaſhy Wit of Plays and 
's B Romances, is bur like ſweet Flowers, or a fine 
ni delightful Voice; they can only for a little 
- | time, recreate and'refreſh the Senſes, but can 
, BY never benefir the Soul, or fatisfic the neceſſities 
$i of the Body; which can never be tully fed, 
ri cither by the Ears orEyes, 
- And as thelight of the Sun, tho. it be ofa 
- Y moſt excellent general influence, yet alone 
could produce nothing ; 10 a general” Jeering 
' & wit, of it ſelf can never-bring forth any thing 
- & to ſtrengthen. the judgment, or improve the 
| underſtanding; becaule ir will not make uſe 
of the pood Guides of Vertue, Prudence, So- 
briety,and Ficty, to:direct ir,on what Subject it 
may fall on, on what occaſion it ſhould be im- - , -* 
ploy'd in, and by what degrees and meaſures it 1 
 ouphitto move, with fitting conſiderations of 
the perſons, time, and place;. and ſuch Wits as 
will forobſerve theſe&Rules, their drolling Wit 
will work like new Wine in'old Bottles, _"_ 
C1 Wi 
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will be fure ro burſt and. flie about, to the 
prejudice of themſelves as well as others. 
And'now if the vain. Ladies will bur give 
themſelves the trouble to obſerve carctully- one 
of theſe common prerenders to rallying wit, 
(for all jecring' wits are bur pretenders; 'for if 
they had good wit, they. would never be jee- 
rers) you will find ſuch a one chiefly made 
up of thofe four Elements in compoſition, vzz. 
Extravagancy and Diſſimulation, Cowardiſe and 
' Tndiſcretion, all which he practiſes to every 
point of the Compaſs, guiding all his rambling 
talk by them, which is commonly ſo rude and a- 
buſive, as ir cauſes all modeſt and vertuous per- 
ſonsto ſhun and deteſt the company, and- ac. 
quainrance for the hearts and tongues of ' 
ſuch Men like ill Neighbours hardly evermeer 
in Unity and Communion-one with another, 
' they living intheir bodies, as their eyes doin 
their heads, which tho {till very near, yetne- 
ver ſee oneanother ; in ſhort your Jeererscom- 
monly want juſtice and conſideration, cither 
toſpeak what they think, oor to think of what 
they ſpeak, ſhooting their words at meer ran» 
dom; and fo will be ſure-to: have their ſhare 
inthe Proverb, 7 hat a- fools bolt is ſoon ſhot, 
for their Tongue can only abuſe themſelves, 
not others: They hate a quiet ſetled Lite, be- 
ing never atreſt, bur whilſt-chey.are-rambling 
from one Company to another,,and never ſo 


well as when in'-mortions like ſome froward 
Infants, 
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Infants;that are never at quiet longer than they 
are Rock'd in the Cradle, and aſſoonas tharis 
at reſt, they are not. And now [I havenamd 
c FF a Cradle, 1 cannot but fancy that many. of 
ff theſe ignorantpretenders to wit, got a fnock in 
it Nl their Cradle, which bas bindered their Brains, 
- | and confequently their Tongues, from being 
© '| well ſetledeyer ſince. , 

And as one may rationally enough conclude 
of the. common Habir and Dreſs of a,Narion, 


= 


vedlong.init;. ſo I fancy I may here venture to 
make a ſhort deſcription of the common nature 
of moſt of theſe drolling abuſive Wits, by here 
making'a Juſt repreſentation, and giving you 
a true PiCture of one of/ithem, tho in little. 
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A comimon publick \pretender to Jeer and 


abuſe others, with his rallying Wit, is uſually 
one; whomakes it his, great dehght, and chicf 
buſineſs-to inquire, and: price int6, ethers Mens 
words and actions, and rg'make his venomous 
RefleCtions on them, he'only paſſing through 
their Diſcourſes, as a Spice does an Enemies 
Country; with a miſchievous deſign, to obſerve 
and return-[ntelligence'ot the defetts and 
weaknels in it, and then- to be ſure to attack 
thoſe 'weaker parts with his ſharp abuſes; for 
it a'Man/ has never ſo many vertues, and has 
but one vice, he will be ſure ro skip them all, 
to: fall-foul on thar- onez as flies leave the 
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by only:ſeeing one juſt come our of it, that li- 
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whole body, to.faſten on _ leaſt gawl'd patch; 
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for fuch abuſive Wits are like Surgeons" who || - 
live by others hurcs, and have nothint td do Þ 
with thoſe parts-that are ſound," 1/07, 

A cenforious ſcofting Wir, is ordihatily com- 
poſed, and made up of ſuch a kind of Stuff as 
Fire-fhips are, which ferve for no orher uſe, 
and are built and kept for no other'parpoſe 
than to do miſchief; the only 'pood "1h them 
conſiſts in doing harm; ſo the ſpirit 'and \quin- 
reſſence of theſe Mens il! tempet'd venom, lies 
chiefly in abuſiveneſs, turning all-their/ Notes 
to the ſame Tune that the Phili/tiss did: Sam- 
ſons words, only to raife and ſpend their mirth 
on, though to the prejudice of their deareſt 
Friends, and neareſt Relations, whichthey had 
rather loſe than rheir Jeſt, | m1 

A comfnon Talkative raillier ought by his 
Tradeto be fo couragiouſly ſtour;” or rather 
fool hardy, - as not to tear jecring every one ; 
and yet indeed the Generality of them are ſo 
tame and Cowardly' (for a generous mind 
ſcorns ſach a baſe arid mean imployment)as to 
endure(as he well deſerves) the flights and con- 
tempts of all he plays upon; for tho h&'makes 
War againſt rhe whole Kingdom "with his 
Tongue, yet he dires not fight with-one Man 
in it with his Sword, and indeed for this he 
may well pretend” ſome reaſon, "(which Tam 
ſure he cannot for Jeering all Men,) firſt becauſe 
a Sword is much/ſharper, and can wound' far 
deeper than his Tongue; and next if he _ 
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like ty. toabuſe, he muſt fight more Ducls f s 
_ the Field, than ever Captain Beſfu' teeeived © 
Challenges inthe Play ; . but” my Gentleman'is _ 


fire to' ſee this fierce Satyriff drawn tothe life, 


neſs, with their pretendi 


- off this Subje& nfed them with the ſame re- 
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every Man he railltes, and takes' 


t90.,Wiſe ih his Mirth to expoſe his body t6 
ſuch a ſharp Encounter, In a word, if you de-: 


you need burlook on S. George's picture'drawn 
a horſeback, where he is ſtill holding up his 
hand, bur never ſtrikes; for he feats danger 
like a poor-ſpitited Mortal, thoughhe lives; as 
if he thought he ſhould never die. CISrY E 

This ſort of Men that make ir rheir buſi- _* 
Wir, 'to abuſe all 
Perſons; all -rhe ill I need 'fay'of rhem, (for 
they fay enough of themſelves) 1s, that they 
rake upon them an employment which they e 
muſt have a great ſhare of Wir toperform well, 
and muſt much wanr diſcretion to undertake | 
arall; for at beſt if they are Maſters of any _ © 
Wit, they employ ir ill, fince they do not live 
- much by their own wit, as by others 
olly. | 4 

Chops now the vain Ladies that are givento 
Jeering will pleaſe to take notice, that I have 


ſpe&t thar Tatots do young Princes, who when 
they have committed any great fault, inſtead 
of whipping them, whip their favonrire play- 
fellow, for theit'Fault ; that the Prince feeing 
the ſeyere puniſhment ufed on' their fayorire * 
| I > | boy _BE-- 
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boy, may by. is Chaſtilement, avoid, acting 
himſelf, the like! fault. for the future... - | | 
....So. tho I do not here-name the Ladies, that 
are given to this filthy. il|-natured yicez' yer /I 
aſſure them this Diſcourſe. was; writ meerly, 
for them, and aims only at them, as knowing.ir 
a:Crime, that moſt of them through vanity do 
afte&; and truly.this baſe fault,ot Cenſuring 
muſt nceds appear worle;in a young Lady, than 
in ahy other ;; for as a black ſpot ſhews' the 
clearer, the whiter the skin is that. cis placed 
upon; ſo ſharp raillery, and abuſive, wit, ap- 
pear the more black and foul, coming out of the 
mouth: of a beautiful Lady, whoſe words ought 
to be full of ſweetneſs ſuitableto, her looks... .- 
And let me. tell you this, great Truth, that 
our, pert Cenſorious Ladies. might. in a,tar 
ſhorter. time, and: with. much leſs: pains, and 
abundant more content to themiclves gain the 
bleſſed Title of good Chriſtians, than the bad 
CharaCter of being witty and profane Jeſters;; 
Which can only for a little time giye them the 
applauſe of ſome irreligious and il[ diſpoſed. per- 
ſons, whoſe praiſes are really but diſcommenda- 
tions: Whereasa truly,pious and vertuous La- 
dy, will ſtillzuſtly deſerve, and ever conſtantly 
receive the true; eſteem and, commendation of 
godly ſober Menin this World; beſides ſecuring 
co herſelt Eternal happineſs in the next. . .. 
Therefore if any of our-yain Ladies deſire 


ro. attain this happy ſtate of bliſs, let me here 
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afſure them, thar their right way to it; is wiſe-! 


ly and charirably ro Judge themſelves, and” 
not others, ' and inſtead of'Jecring at others de- 
fets ta mend their own-; by firit repenting of; * 
their own *immoralicies,” and then being (orry 
for thoſe thar'do' nor the like tor theirs ; tor as 


' wiſe Seneca ſays, He that "does good to another; 


does good to himſelf, not only in the Conſequence, 
but in the very picfent atÞ of doing it ; for the 
Conſcience of well doing, 1514 very pleaſant ample 
reward in it ſelf; and therctore (I am ſure) tho 
ic be a very unmodith advice, yet 'tis a very- 
good Chriſtian doQtrin, not to undo a Ladies 
reputation 'to pleaſe your own: boundleſs and 


extravagant fancy in being admired. and 


thought witty in doing miſchief, and there- 
fore *cis rather a Chriſtian duty 1t you ſee 
_ Neighbour lie under any affliction, or 
ive under any imputation of ſcandal, that you 
are free from, to correC&t your proud and high 


. minded thoughts in-fancying that by this you 


merir ſo much better-than -ſhez but rather 
thank God, that he is more merciful to you 
than her, and be ſtill reforming other Womens 
faulrs, by your own good example, rather than 
continue to inflame them by, your ſharp inve- 
(tives, and malicious ':Cenfures, which often 
create bitter Enemies, but ſeldom make good 
Friends or better Chriſtians. | 

Solomon lays, Prov.20. 3. It is an bonour to 
avoid ſtrife, but every fool will be metling ; all 
Wits [ 3 Ladies 
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Ladies ou phi ſo to govern their Diſcourſes, as 
ro make them civil and obliging, not indilcrect 
and Cenſorious; burito be fuited to the time, 
place, and company you arcin, for airy talk, 
 andrallying mirth, would not agree but look 311 
at aſad, and grave Funeral aflembly ; and fo 
on'the other hand, an abundance of gravity 
and reſervedneſs muſt be very unbeconging, as 
being very unſuirable to a Jovial 'Wedding- 
Company met only to feaſt, dance and be mer- 
ry; tor then gravity would paſs for a kind of 
diſlike as if you cenfured others jollity. 

We read in Scripture of Tongue Murderers, 
who tho they are bloudleſs, yer are not guilr- 
leſs; and Solomon ſays, That a whiſperer ſepa- 
rates«chief Friends ; and yet how-commonis it 
among our yain young witty Ladies, to make 
. defamation- their chict talk, and whiſpering of 

lies againſt their _—_— the main Topicks 
of their Diſcourſe, if not the conſtant enter- 
tainment of their Viſiters, eſtecming it bur a 
part of modifh Repartee and fine breeding, to 
ralily at and cenſure others, and to make ſport 
atthcir infirmities; nay oftencreate falrs meer- 
ly to make ſport, ſo they be bur wittily inven- 
ted, no matter how unjuſtly they. are raiſed ; 
ſure (uch Ladics never read that faying of So- 
lomon, That to do miſchief is the ſport of a fool, 
and be that uttereth a flauder is one 5 and there- 
fore-ſhe muſt be much worſe than a fool, that 
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How common is it among our 'vain witty 
Ladies, *fo-make a Quarrel, rather than loſe a 
Jeer, and diſoblige a good. Neighbour, ſooner 
than ſtifle a witty Jeſt ; and ſoas the Wiſe man 
fays, make ſport with caſting out Fire-brands, 
never confideting, (at leaſt nor caring,) thar 
.anunjuſtice done ro your Neighbour is a ſin 
againſt God; for tho you rcally only aim it at 
your Neighbour, yer being forbidden by God, 
= diſobedience renders it a ſin againſt God 
imſelf: And 'tis little leſs to Jeer at any ones 
natural defe&s or infirmities, as being born 
uply, crooked or the like, ſince 'tis in a manner 
reproaching God for making them fo. 

But why ſhould I ſpend time 1ntaking no- 
tice of Ladies jcering at others ill ſhapes, bad 
faces, or little wit, when many of the' young 
Atheiſtical fry of our times, are ſo profane, as 
E pick out fots, in Gods ſacred Word, and 
| fo railly at, what they ought to adore, and 
can only hope to be ſaved by ; I am ſure oyr 
bleſſed Saviours Do&trin is fo far againſt the 
ſcandalous abuſes and cenſures of the Age, 
wherewith ſome reproach their Neighbours, 
who have been poſlibiy injurious ro them; that 
he forbids us to return them never ſo little, tho 
they are giving us never ſo much, but com- 
mands' us not to rail and jeer at them, that 
Jeer and rail at us; but to pray for our Enemies, 
and to do good to thoſe that ſpitefully uſe us; 
God having inſtituted it as a Fundamental 
>. I 4 .._ "—_— 
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Law to Mankind, not,ro do. our Neighbours 
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any harm, in Body, Goods, or. good Name; 


but ro do them all the good we can in every of 


them. ' 

In ſhort, this is-the.ſad and unequal deport- 
ment of moſt vain handſom Ladies, both as to 
themſelves, and others; which is to be angry 
with their Neighbours without a 'Caulſe, and 
never to be angry at themſelves, tho they have 
one, many of the vain Ladies eſteeming it aſut- 
ficient ground of quarrel, and anger, at other 
young Ladies tor being more handſom than 
they ; bur forget jat the ſame time to be of- 


fended ar themſelves for being leſs pious than 


chem, 2 mot loving their Neighbours as them- 


| ſelves, tor if they did, they would never of- 


ter, what they would not take. 
But ſo vain and wicked is our Age, ascom- 
mon Cuſtom, and little Conſideration, nay 
many of the vain witty Ladies to fancy, tha 
Romantick Lies, and detraCting Jeers, are but 
Wind,which jt granted, yet it cannot be denicd, 
but the often repetition may unite them into a 
hem of ſins; tor does not experience teach 
us, that light flakes of Snow, that ſingly'ſcarce 
weigh any thing, being bur a kind of haltcon- 
gealed Aroms, yet do often by their long uni- 
red Confluence ſwell into an. ability of de- 


| ſtroying Houſes and Families in ſpite of their 


preateſ] reſiſtance, 
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Solomon ſays, Prov. 16.27. That: an ungod- | 
ly Mans lips s as a buring fire, and in the.very 
next Verſe ſeems to explain what he means by 
a burning fire; a froward Mar ſoweth ſtrife, and 
a whiſperer ſeparateth chief Friends, as I ſaid 
before; how common is it among the vain La- 
dies of the times, to leſſen their handſom 
Neighbours beauty, meerly on deſign that by 
Eclipſing it, they, might make their own ſhine 
out the Clearer, and often to raiſe ſcandalous 
Reports to blemiſh her Reputation among her 
Friends, and Lovers; it being indeed too com- 
mon a practice among them to whiſper a- 
bour ill Reports of their Neighbours as told 
them abroad frum others, when really they 
were Coin'd at home by themſelves. O vain 
Ladies, if you will not for your own and 
ſhame ſake, at leaſt for vertue and honour ſake, 
abandon raiſing all wicked ſcandals on your 
Neighbours, and baniſh from your praftice, all 
impertinent, ſenſeleſs ſtrites, - all - cenſuring 
twatles, and ſharp offenſive ſcoffs, , which tho 
a mode vice, is ſo, great a Crime, as it truly 
requires aſtrict Repentance, and a high Repa- 
ration for the offence to the Perſons ſo injured ; 
and that ſuch ſcandalous Jeerers would: for 
the future, as David lays, Keep a Buidle in 
their Month, that they offead not with their 
Tongue; and {o new:mould, and well regulate 
it, as! inſtead of uſing it as an Engine to rack 
' their Neighbours Reputation with, "y may 
Ence- 
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'  henceforward, employ anidconfecrate it to the 
fertring our, -and ſtretching forth, their vertue 
and good name; and lerall your ſtrife be in 
a pious Emulation of vercue and holineſs, and 
in religious endeavors who ſhall excel, and 
take place in the true.and conſtant praftice of 
them, in their lives and converſation; for in 
them conſiſts not only the greateſt wiſdom, 
higheſt wit, bur alſo the beſt breeding, and I - 

3 molt ſublime and ſplended beauty, being the 
everlaſting one of holineſs, beſides that of pure 

| honour indeed; for Goſpel Heraldry muſt 
eyer be the very beſt, for the greateſt Monarch 
in this World muſt livea ſinner, but the mean- 
eſt Woman in it, by her living a godly and 
vertuous. life, may die a Saiat, and therefore || 
it muſt certainly be much better to live well, | 
and ſo die happily, than to be born great; left | 
rich, or look handſom; for the beauty oft a fair I 
delicate Complexion, may be a Womans own | 
purchaſe, not-Natures gift, and her high Title, | 
and great Eſtate, may be left her by herfriends, 
withour being in the leaſt merited by her ſelf; 
but to be highly pious, and truly vertuous, 

muſt moſt certainly be the true and lawful 

Iflue of a Womans own Religious inclinations: 

Therefore | ſhall conclude'this Diſcourſe, with 

this undeniable Truth, Fhat true goodnels, is 

true greatneſs; and that Lady will be the.grea- 


reſt in the other World, that lives the beft-in 
this. ET 
THE 


ed DISCOURSES. 13z9 * 


THE TWELFTH 


DISCOURSE, 


Of French Faſhions and Dreſſes, 
now uſed in England, by the mo- 
diſh Ladies, and young Sparks. 


| [vines tell us, that perfect life may be 
| ſeen in ſhort meaſures, & Painters aſſure 
us that exaCt beauty may be drawn in ſmall 
proportions, and experience ſhews us, that an 
infinity of words, is made of a few letters ; 
and *ris approv'd by the great Wuits,and Poets 
of the Stage, that a ſhort Prologue may ſuit 
well with a long Play ; and fince I do not here 
pretend, nor indeed ſo much as ambition tg 
keep company with their great Wit, I hope * 
they will admit me to follow their ſhort mea- 

ſures, and by their example juſtifie this my. 
finall diſcourſe from appearing very unſuita- 


ble to this large Theme. 


Solomon in his CharaQter of a Covetous Per- 
fon, ſays, He4s one whom God hath given riches 
and honour to, ſo that he wanteth nothing of all 
that he deſires, but God giveth him not the power 

| I 6 #e 
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#0 eat thereof ; which is an evil Diſeaſe, becauſe 
ſuch a Man wanteth even what he hath; what 
can ſuch a miſerable be calPd better than a ſad 
wretch,that makes himſelf a voluntary Slave, 
to labour in the Mines of his own wealth, 
and Vaſſal-like only to enjoy the drudgery 
part for his own ſhare, making his wealth a 
burden, without reaping any true pleaſure or 
advantage by it ; ſo that ſucha Man, 'tho' he ' 
be never ſorich, mult die in debt to himſelf; for 
he ſtrips himſelf of neceſlaries during his own 
life, to make his Children a Wardrobe after 
his dearh. 

"I am ſure the prodigality of our Loxd9n 
Gallants is after a quite different Manner ; for | 
ſo they 'can but make a Wardrobe for them- 
ſelves and Miſles during their own lives, many 
of chem care rot tho? they leave theirChildren 
in a condition to want neceſlaries after their 
death, which too many of them can juſtifie 
by woful experience; ſeveral of their Fathers 
Eſtates, that did belong ro them as their Birth- 
right,by their Parents luxury, pride, and folly, 
have been made a ſacrifice to the extravagant 
expences, and vain profuſeneſs of their Miſtril- 
ſes pride, and their own ſotriſhnets, as thar 
they have left nothing to their Heirs of Inhe- 
TItance, but the wind, ( as Solomon expreſles 
it, ) Prov.'11. 29. "The certain loſs of their fa- 
thers Eftate, ' and 'the' uncertain getting enother 
for themſelves if they can, 
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\; Tihave readiof a Philoſopher that was/per- 
ſwaded by -his [friends to- leave his retirement 
fora little time. to ſee. a fine Shop plentifully 
ſtor'd with all manner of rich things, and fine 
knacks, -and being asked what he thought of 
all choſe rare things : I am thinking (faid he) 
whata World of things are here I do not want, 
for what's more than we uſe, is more than we 
Fl nced. | | ler of] 

. Lam confident if one of our fine London La- 
dies had. been ſhewn that ſight, and asked 
tharqueſtion;; her anſwer ; had been, whar a . 
World of things I want that are not here, 
whichmuchjuſtifiesa Writers ſaying, that/the . 
ancient-Latins called Womens Wardrobe, Mux- 
du, a World; yer I find in the Map of Wo- 
mens | ornamental Dreſſes, reckoned by -the 
Prophet 1/ajah,. the ſum, total of them+ there 
named, to. be but.ewenty one ; which clearly 
ſhews the-vaſt difference: berween the twenty 
one.years of Men, and the twenty one. Dret- 
ſes-of ' Women; for by the Law of our King- 
doms, -all Mens years under one and twenty, 
are-not allow'd to reach diſcretion ; but our 
Propher ſeems here to ſay, that by the Law of 
God, all Womens Dreſſes, that amount. to, 
much . more: that paſs beyond twenty - one, 
muſt exceed all difcretion/;, for certainly they - 
muſt-be roo many for Women to wear, whom 
God declares, too many for bim to like. 
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Ad tho without" atly diſpure *ris a ſir t: 
doubr, that elwſe ornamental Dreſſes which 
rhe Creator thinks to6 rfiany; no Woman Cre. 
ture but ought rb eſteem riore that enough 
yet {6 extravagant and pharitaſtical are thany 
of our fine Ladies'and Gallitits,- as' they: ate 
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" Qu 


they ſend alificſt every week to Paris, for (ſuch 
ſupplies of new faſhion Dreſſes, as one might as 
ſo6n-Chimb up co the Top of all Numbers, as 
to/hi6pe to reckon the numberleſs vatiery of 
Womins Drelles ; there belonging much more 
Rigging to fer buta yourig Lady, than a Man 
of 'War; fo hard 'cis to caft up the vatiety of 
parts, as ttow adays belong rocompleat a prvat 
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And therefore I fancy an old Philoſoph 
pave'bork a good Reaſon and true Charatter of 
the faſhion of : rich Drefies, That *rwis the 
doudly catching Diſeaſe of Women, and the foo- 
tif paſſion of mew. Indeed I find no reaſon to 
believe 'tay of theſe kind of Ladies are know- 
ing i Philoſophy, becauſe they cannothe lo- 
vers of Wiſdom,” that are haters of Difcrerion 
whick makes a titin part of it. Bur Ihave a 
great deal-of reaſon to believe thar they are 
kfriowing in Satans Arithmartick, and too well 
underſtand finful Subrraction, and vain Mul- 
riplicarion, ſince we find fo many of them eat! 
Subtra& the Ten 'Cominandments to -the 
ſcarce keeping of one, and multiply the twen-, 


ry 
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<a] \-And+theworſt of:it;is, that not one of theſe 
ewency:one Drefles ars a kin to thoſe'S: Peter 
ny] adviſed the Women. of: his time to wear, which 
tefl 43 hor: putting on Gold, or carling Hair, or what 
a4} is Corraprible; but the Ornaments of a.meek and 
<Y quit? Spirir, x Periq. 44.4. which exactly ſuits 
af the truo' beauty of Religion, which the Apoſtle 

as} ſays, is of great price in the ſight of God, for that 
off will render Women ofſo pious. a 'Temper, as 
re tho the: yourh(ſul; gaiery of their human Na- 
n | cure, may make them think of the vain dreſſes 
x | of the times, yer their fanified minds will 
t | never-let them forgerto be true tollowers of 

the tare of Eternity. - 39% 

t | -- Indeed *cis a hard meaſuring Caſt, whether 
{FF cheir variery of vain- extravagant Drefles, de- 

' | ſerves .more Mens-fober picy, or contempr, 

- } moſt;:I am ſure are fitter for either, than my 

| deſcription; yet I muſt be Charitable ro them, 

- 8 tho they arefar frombeing fo trothemſelves, as 
rowifhichar theſe our fine young modilh -La- 
.dies, and their Gallants, would keep more 
Commandments, and'uſe fewer Dreſles, thar 
they mighc cheeeby leſſen their own-particular 
vanities, and moderate the gencral Eng/iſhouts + 
cry/ apainft French faſhions, which many think 

; have:mor only over-run, but near- deſtroyed, 
albournobleancient great way of Living-; and 
gravekinds of ſober Dreſſcs. 


Sure 
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"Worms; and our fineſt Cloth\is-made of. the 


' whar's yer ſtranger than:all;/both Sexes arc 


« Nriſſes.. 1 \x 2 


2 DOPTERS. 

-;. Suxe :if:our fine: young Ladies and great.Mo: 
diſts, would bur alittle ſeriouſly refleckof: what 
molt of- their fine | Glothes arc imade,:\rhey 
would notbe fo proud taglory in, what : they 
really ought to beaſham'd oft ; for the/fine Silks 


we wear, arc but:the workings of poor little 


' 3 : 
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Wopll of. Sheep; ſo that qur covering.was but 
that of. Beaſts, till our vis and vanity robb'd 
+.; Ang:zadeed our great adored Miſtrig:Mony, 
which all; ot all ſorts receive with ſo great joy, 
and entertain with ſo: high delight, astheon- 
ly/truc-happy, and-undecaying Miſtris in'this 
World, for-all Love her paſſionatly-at once; and 


ſtill-conſtant? in their- eager love," andi,great 
fondneſs of! her ; nay Solomon had ſo; great.an 
eſteemand:value for-Money;-hs he ſaid ir an- 
fwered all things, yet if wetruly look jinto.is 
Extraction; . we ſhall find.;it as very:mean as 
thac of our Clothes, for as;Sexeca well obſerves, 
That Gold and Silver were flillmixt, and neug 
kept better Company than Earth and Dull; tab 
avarice.. and. ambition raiſed, and parted them 
and jo they became our Maſters as well:as Mt- 
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1:O how'ſtrangely is: Apparel. Metamorpho- 
ſed! We:rcad in Gene/rs:that.it was firfhuſea tc 
hide,our Shame, bur now cis wortito-ſhew-ou. WF 
Pride, and God knows jt. we truly conſider, we JM! 
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art yery far from | having any:reaſon to boaſt. 
of- oar: Apparel; ſince Nis but-the : cover;.of 
Shame ind Sin; and therefore-we ought:to wear: 
icbut asdeep mourning for thegrear loſs of our 
dear friend Innocency. 

.:Nor cananyideny,: bur that Mourning is 
Garment fircer according to the. ſtrifteſt.nice- 
tieFof our very-preſent Modes, to denote true 
ſadneſs; than 1er:out vain glory ; ; to'maniteſt 
grief,” than expreſs. joy; yer' ſo evil &gpr pre+ 
ſent Age, astnany of the: wicked'brood” ot: el- 
der/Brothers, /who:-as one ſaid; pray for theit 
Fathers lives;[:but:.not their hving, : plainly 
ſhew-ar thei Fathers death,. in what a mannee 
theyare concern'd [for his loſs, (not theirs) by 
their chearful- Countenance,and Gay Lives; 
which clearly Proclaim that they Mournedra- 
ther becauſe their Fathers lived ſo long,:than 
died ſo-ſoon, and /fo make their long Feral 
Cloaks, (which uſually weigh heavier ontheir 
Backs, than. the cauſc of them on their Hearrs,) 
rather a Habit:of great Joy,.than true Mourn- 
ing 

;\But real Mourning hath nothing crodo with 
br French Dreſles, therefore this diſcourſe 
ſhall have no -more to do withiits and I will 
now return:to my. Subject, and mind you that 
the: French have brought into' England lo: ma» _ * 
Pp crang e: Faſhions, -as 'ris to be feared cur 
langfey ot Nobility, and Gentry, willeſtcem 
Foc and yertue as things quite out of taſhion, 

and 
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 anduſe; and indeed their Lives :cannor be 
more extravagant and vain, than rheir — + 
rel, if I can properly fay they have any lett. 

.. Certainly if Sir John Sackling had lived to 
theſe times, he might well have added to that 
pithy ſaying of his, 7 his trifle Woman, will un- 
man we all, and uncloath us too, for Doublets 
are- quite left off by all the Modiſts: And 
for rhe Breeches moſt of our young Sparks, 
and; fomeof the old Fops bave-loſt them alſo, 
being __ given by our Gallants ro their 
Miſtrifies, and by the meer Country Gentle- 
men to their Wives, which by the by, is anew 
Mode that. contragditts the old Law, to con- 
found the Habits of ſeveral Sexes; ſo thar it 
our Women increaſe thus in Power, and our 
Men continue ſo: in folly, 'tis very probable, 
that thoſe of the next Age may ſeeour Engliſh 
Modiſts piftur'd as they doTruth, that's naked. 
-: Theſe ſort of Men, if I may properly call 
, them Men that have loſt their Manhood, ha- 
ving left oft their Doublers, and yielded up 
their Breeches, have nothing on to wear bur 
their Coats, which may indeed ſerve to cover 
their Nakedneſs, but can never ' hide their 
Shame; for ſo depenerating is their temper 
as to make themſelves ſervants to Women, 
whom by their - birth-righr they-ought torule 
over as Lords and Maſters ; and what is worſe 
and ſtranger than all this, to be pleaſed and glo- 
ry inthcir ſervitude. 77's 
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1 read of great P Politicien that En 
his Pritice, to tefle&t oft the danperons coniſe- 

uenee that might happen by cimiting 

ubje&s tro receive Tg from | ſottein 
Kings: and his reaſon” was, that forreirt food, 
wis apt to-breed forrein hlood in ther.” Ah 
indecd”ris aſtying as very true, as'old, "Thi 
uſe is a ſecond nature; we being apt' tb like 
beſt, what weare tecuſtom'd to mf ; both hi- 
Kory and'/vurown LO afford'vis' 
ſtrange exa nature of Cuſtoni;aHd 
Y thoſe many, - one of ani Zug if Ol 
matt, Who/Was in my time inthe 

Marſeillies ; ;Where by long: Cuſtom 2 Hel 
he not only grew a Contender Shave, "bur If 
may fo ſay,- hurts for ie was-'# yood 
Gentlethiah 6f the Family 6fthe Conreuibs, Joe? 
(as he faid) had ſome proſpe&t of 2n Bflite ih 

lantl; yer he choſe to conitinnethat kinid'of 
, rather than enjoy | his Libetry; Which 

the ſay was offered to be: procured for Him z 
which .mad refufal of his, has totally defeated 
hilf the-Frerch Proverb, That there cat Ben 
fach thing in Nature, as an ugly Miftris or 
handſom Prifon. 

- Tis an old Curſe: among the Tarks,"'7 _ 
you as little reſt as a Chriſtians Hat, and'T with 
it may not grow 2 new Curſe among the Chr 
—_ I'wifh you as little reſt as an Engltth Fa- 

Zon, - for t 
they change oftner than the Moon, and reſt 
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y are now ſomuch Frenchefied, as . 


4. 


TY VT OLO YL INES YEE,” 4 7 


ASH LT, 


I RA, RR 


4 x TE c . 4 > = f E . 
£ ”*/ oF” KS yd ae RS 
\ : * Fs 
, BER <-> ” 
— — 
— HA y 
- 
” 


Eo the wha is is,i0,2 _ mo- 

; And I.think I may propetly enougilay 

of Faſhions, what, a/Writer.. laid, of; Serving- 
Me ſuch as are extraprdinary Tall are.- enter- 
tained..for Porters to Logds; audi ſuch.as axe ve- 
\ry pLow,-,are takenito be Dwarfs ta Ladies, whillt | 
Mew _ a good middle fize. Sous efen want 


= "So all! xtremities of Faſhions, ace. wor 
many ofi the Lords; and Ladies, but;. a 


moderate Dreſs tgw willentertain.., , 
21,89; much haye theſe extremitics-of French 


Fa ſhions infatuarcd our minds, andgebauch'd 
aur fancies, no that do.ngt exaQtly fol- 
ow. &(tho they, are above all 
moot __ FEry, much. beſide all, decent 
icry.) are.cſhucm'd. as grear Phanaticks, and 
Diener rothe! gentile Rules of modiſh Dreſ- 
198; 25 any. Nonconformiſt can be tothe Go- 
yernment. of Church Diſcipline.,', +; 

. Thus we. have foold our ſelves: into ſuch ri- 
dicul $.extreams, as-ito, make the French 1u- 
perfluities, ro. becomemot only the-Standard 
of. our Faſhions,. bur the very. necellity of our 
Apparel ; Paris being for Faſhions; like the 
Camelion tor ics Colours, whozgives. them to 
all. beh olders, whegeas! in all others. we receive 
them trom the Ideas pf things we. meet with. 

And. indeed che. Freach Faſhions ,chatge fo 
often,and colt ſo. dear, that many of our young 


Fops that are newly got. into their Eſtares,. but 
not 
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' norar-all'into-cheir years'of diſcretion; do fol-/ | 
low'their-yain' faſhions and ſo (ro be efteemed? . 


modiſhfy well: bred; ina little time, care for-: 
&d ro'ſel{'their reat-ERares for every and if 
'twere not for-fear of (grating your Eats with 
the-unfayory found of 'a Clinch, 1 was \juſt go-: 
ing to ſay, that they are the very worſt ſort:of 
Fools, that\will ſell Erg/i/b Lordſhips to buy: 
French Manners. / EGS 

- AS our Conditions are not alike, ſoourDreſ- 
ſes ought not/to be rhe ſame, for our Clothes 
muſt match our Revenue; as well as fit our Bo. 
dy, torigreat Expences become a poor Many as 
alarge*Switzers Breeches does a Dwarf. The 
Coſt of keeping a great Table, a rich Equipage, 
anda large Retinue, \being only for a Perſon of 

eat Quality, and good'Eſtate ; and he thar 
ells his Lands, only to live-at ſuch a ranting 
extravagant” rate, in'a' few. Months Thews his 
great folly, as' well as merits the miſery of fad 
want. - 7.3% = 
- Apparel like'a River, is only good and'uſeſul, 
whilſt kept within the Banks and Limits of 
Moderation, but whem-ic begins roſwell and 
break our into excels, it is-ſo far from being uſe- 
ful, as ir ſtill proves pernicious if not-deſtriu- 
ctive. | [>1C] 

"We read that the Romans were fo: very cau- 
tious/and wiſe, as to baniſh our of their Re- 
publick;' ſuch as ſhould attempt to give'any 
new advicein it, and 1 fancy the reaſon for it 
= K 3 Was, 


© i 
wag, -thar-they. | | 
than: good Men in their:Republie;, ang- there- 
fore. more forward to receive ul Advice, 
than hearken to good Counſel... And ſince 1 
putino Name here, I will venture-to fay, Twere 
well the:ſawe Rule were uſed as.:ta Dreſſes, and 
that any. ove that brought inte England a new 
faſbioxi'd Dreſs accor divg tothe Paxis Mode, might 
be baniſhed it ; me 'tis moſt centain'there 
are: tore of our 'young: Men and: Women, cx- 
travagantly given, than: yertuquſly -ioclin'd ; 
and conſequently more. apt to; imitate a new 
Moge, eſpecially if a French Dreſs, than any 
ſober deecne Apparcl of their own Country 
Growth; for indeed: it may be. truly ſaid of 
 our-Engiift following French faſhions, what a 
Writer ſaid of Ariſtetle, that whatſoever indi- 
galted' nations he vomired up, there were maxy 
yang Philoſophers ready. to lick them up; Tam 
fure/what extravagant tafhions rhe French wear, 
too many people are apt to approve and follow. 
.\,Really I cannot now-but/laugh, as well as 
wonder; when I think how our young. Eng/i/b 
Nobility and Gentry, are tied and r0 
the; ſir} Rules of the French faſhions; for 
our'Englih Judgments (in that grand - affair 
of Dreſſes) are only admitted to imitate and 
approve, and many -nitate what they: donor 
approye; for gheir/ 'Fancies -arenor allow'd tq 
" Wayens-or choote, ſrarce 'add on. diminiſh, but 
o-muſt farſoarh ith animplicir Faith, rowe- 
HIPS icant, »*”, i) 6ALZEIC rencs 
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rence wharthe French wear, and to be as infal- 
lible a rule to our Engliſh Modes, asa Church 
Decree is a Guide to thoſe of the Rowan Faith. 

In a word, our young Gallants are grown 
ſo'very vain in their Apparcl\and Dreſſes, that 
defiring toſce change and exceſs of vanity, we 
. need but look on one anothers vain change of 
Drefles, being almoſt as diverſe as the Perſons 
that wear them ; and therefore 'ris impoſſible 
to View them all, but I can give you inaline 
this exat and true Charafter of them, That 
onr Modes are become the effets of our vain fan- 
taſtick Prodigality, and more irregular Incon- 

ancy. 

f Indeed all our vain expenfive French Dreſ- 
ſes, may make the Ladies or .Gallants finer, 
but never better or worſer ; for Embroidered 
Clothes to our Bodies, are bur like flowers of 
Rhetoric in Speeches; they make the words 
ſound the ſweerer,, but render. not the fenſe 
the: berter, it may plcafe the Ear, but it does 
not improve the Judgment : Or like filver Di- 
ſhes on a Table, they may fhew their own 
Coſtlineſs, but they make no addition or good- 
neſs roche Meat they contain, whatever they 
may do to the fancy of the Eater, or Obſer- 
yer. 

Really if we would but allow Conſcience 
or Reaſon a Vote inthis affair, we ſhould ſoon 
be aſſured by chem; thar there appears more 
| trye wiſdom, and fatisfaCtion in 'giving one 
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Peany, asan Alms deed for Chriffs) fake, than 
in. laying, out. many Pounds gn, bravery for.our 
own; ,more rcal fine in Clothing one that's,nq; ' 
ked, n.a pious account of, true Charity, than 
by bedawbing tweaty footmen in Gold: orSit- 
ver rich | THe: on the ſcorgicither. of, vani- 
ty. or Faſhion, and. that... becauſe, it luits the 
London or Paris Mode,. ;Egs,/I eſteem Liyecy; 

' men, (excepting, thoſe that, arc really neceſlaxy || , 
to a Mans perlon, and Quaahty) but juſt ſoma; || | 
ny. Porters thar are, hired, to. carry about,a ff ; 

| 
| 
{ 


Mans pride and folly, and the ſeveral Colouzs 
of his Liveries to be bur ſo.many Lures,.and 
Jack Puddings to draw mens Eyes to behald a 
fair-ſhew, not only. of his own Pride, but often 
of his Merchants loſs ; for 'tis now grown no 
common; wonder, eſpecially in London, toſee 
| YeungSpatks Clothes, and their Foormeng Li 
verizs to. Jaſt longer in their Merchants bagks, 
rban on their own, .or Foormens backs, ,and 
they turned off; beſorc.the Books, are Crolled 
QB... dia). - 16covbrt og wed 196. 
...In a, word, I wiſh our French faſhions, may 
not prove fatal follics,, by being, ſoon natura: 
liz2d into Eng/iſh:Cuſloms ;. tor then letthem 
be never ſo coſtly; ridiculous, and vain, like 
blackneſs among the Arhiopians, the comp 
monneſs may, xemoyc: their delocmity, butcan 
never ſmother, the prejudices againſt them. +. 
"I vill now only add chis. Gonliderarion 50 
conclude all, in, reference 59,our fine you 
2; is "23 br ag Frenbofed 
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FrenchefiedLadies,and that js, that chey would 
ſeriouſly-refle&t on the end of all their fine 
Modiſh Drefles, and their greater loſs of preti- 
ous time they waſt about them, which occa- 
ſions their minding ſo much the fineneſs of 
their Bodies, as many of them negleCt by it 
the care of their Souls, the beſt and only laft- 
iog part; and therefore they ſhould remember 
that they muſt die certainly, tho' chey now 
live pleaſantly, and then all their plenty of 
finch rich Frexchefied Drelles will be contained 
in one poor Winding-ſheet, and their exa&t 
ſlender ſhape in a Coffin, and all their fine 
Gallants, and conſtant admirers, will leave 
them at the Grave, where their Bodies will be 
only fic to be enjoyed by nsſty worms. 

This (young Ladies) 1s the true Epilogue 
to the ſad Tragedy of your vain Dreſſes, and 
whar's yet worſe than all, your Souls will be 
in as {ad a condition as your Bodies after death 
without a hearty Repentance, which can ne- 
ver be without a real amendment, in aban- 
doning, not only great Sins, but vain excelles, 
as well in Dreſſes;,as waſting time about them, 
and that you come to eſteem them as Solo- 
199 did the pleaſures of this World, only as 
vanity of vanities. 

Therefore all you young Ladies, that deſire 
co cloath your Souls ia aHeavenly dreſs, adorn 
your Lives with conſtant Piety, and your Bo- 
dies with modeſt and decent Clathiog, fuch as 
—_— waſts 
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waſts not too much of your time or Eftae; | 
but wear ftill what .is moſt generally worg, 
and then you may be ſure, 'that few perſons f] 


will either gaze or laugh at you. 


—  ————s 
— 


——_— 


THE LHEIRIEENTY 
DISCOURSE, 
Of Worldly Praiſes, which all Ladies 


love to receive, but few ſirrve to me- 
rit ; with the ſad end of it and them, 


when they come to Dye. 


Orldly Praiſe is a SubjeQ I ſhall write 

| little of, for theſe t woReaſons, firſt that 

I need not write for it,and next that I dare no: 
write againſt it, for as on the one hand it 
would be vain and ſuperfluous to make that 
my buſineſs ro commend, whart all Praiſe ; ſo 
on the other ſide, it would argue a great folly 
ro write againſt that all the World writes for ; 
therefore to prevent allIcan writing ſfuperflu- 
ouſly or fooliſhly, I ſhall only glance this Di- 
ſcourſe on the Worlds high eſteem, and eager 
ambition after ' vain Praiſes; the deſires of 
gaining it being as inſeparable from moſt Men 
and Womens Attions, as [por is from the 


Sun, or heat from fire, and ſhall only name 
| | the 


— L _ ow" of l 4 
| *: Þ,-- | NAi'h. is car; Ai 

' 95 k PR 3% 4a l 

K bs . 


2: [ibe- common ways to-it, and the uſual end of ©: 

'D, it; and them, yg to.die. | q 
ns | Praiſe is that great. Idol, which all people 

in of thei pleaſe and erighe, aqtoring 

Or thewr ure as having - 
— BaperfeCt influence over all our Actions of wh 
kind; degree, and quality whatſoever. And 
therefore! let: publick Writers ſay what they 
will;-and pretend what they pleaſe, (elf Praiſe 
s:the Jack they all. Bowl at, tho many takeſe- 
veral Grounds to it.. And tho fome Writers 
* | are more humble, and reſerv'd ; more mode- 
- | cate, and lefs opinionaters of their own Wri- 
1 | cings, leſs apt to Cenſurethoſe of others, that 
| differ in Opinion from theirs, than uſually 
moſt kind of Writers are; yet all ofthem court 
Praife, tho in ſeveral ſhapes and differing man- 


: Some court Praiſe by their ingenious Wri- 
ting, others think. to gain it by their witty 
ſpeaking, and third ſort-hope taprocure ir 
by-a-difereert filence, relyivg upen Wiſe Solo- 
mox's ſaying, a Man of nnderfanding holdeth 
bs. , and a Foal wſeth many Words. 

\Fhe fineſt Ware is uſually the cloſeſt wrapt 
ups /and Silence is nat only ſtill uſeful ro ſhelter 
a Fool, bur often to diſcover a wiſe Man, *Tis 
wiſdom to. ſpeak when one ought, and ſol 
ly-when'we oughe not ;; he needs much Reaſon 
that: ſpeaks but a little ſerveth him that = 
hldeth his Prac oc he tha takes upon 

120: | im 


hins to ſpeak witely: ona'Sul yr was does it 
ſimply, all hearers are Judgesnd- 'witnelſes of 


his folly, buthe charis Glens, none call ju juſtly 0 


tell whether he can ſpeak-wiſely-or-not/and 
as to him,- ought co hold their Peace, becauſe 
he docs his. -- 


- 


; 


- There are as many Roads: and: Pachd-to | 


Praiſe as there are- cmploymerts, I think | 

might well venture to ſay all ACtions-in the 

World, and hope of Praiſe'-is -the - common 

Guideand CondutQtorigeneral to them all, ma- 

king the greateſt Enemies, and:moſt diſtant In- 

 habicants of the World, to ageeo in __ 
of unicy'and friendſhip. -/ '-: : 

Praile is thegreateſt of all pavellarsy for it 
brings the higheſt and loweſt degrees of Men 
to-an equality ; for the. greateſt Monarclin 
the World, and the meaneſt SubyjeCt in his. Sta- 
'tion are alike as to their defires of Praiſe;tho 
they vaſtly differ in the manner and degrees of 
aſpiring to'it; Praiſe is as a Sum: writ: in. Fi- 
gures,”*ris every Natjons Language, andis,and 
will be every Countries ambicion,-/ ' | + 

And 'tis well worth obſervation,. that-this 
thing called: Praiſe, is fo light, airy, and-vbla- 
tile, as tho few are ſuch Fools to hope:for a 
Livelihood ſolely from-it, yermany-are ſomad 
as toExpole their Lives meerly for it. / 4 

- Really the fine young Ladies need bur! open 
their Eyes, 'and they cannot bur behold: their 
| TO in'diftribating; of their:Praiſes' to 


others, 


* = moo ; others praiſes to them- 
elves; for if one of the Ladies is Miſtris of any 


foEt quali thar they, know is truly eſteems 
they, believe all- I World looks on it, 


+ ance ch all-their vices that are appa+ 
I lo very, wicked many young 


— 
" 


re, as.to bemore apt and ready,toſee 
by ORs their, own, faults in others, than ta 
-or mend them in themſelves. | 
. Andabelike meaſures they uſually obſthye, 
49 the beautjes, or defets of their bodies, 
; hey, have any, part that- is very. handſom, 
they fancy all.that look on them fix their eyes 
on.[it;;bur if their,Noſe or Eyes be ugly, they 
think. , none, takes; notice of them ; bur I de- 
ſire;the! Lady,.,that pretends, to, praiſes af- 
| | ter, this rate, 3tooblige me, or rather chem- 
* | ſelves, ſo. much, as. ſeriouſly. to conſider this 
| very,phin queſtion. If you ſhould ſee a fi e 
| young Gentleman; of a fam'd vertuous 
| | and moſt excellently well bred, and highly re- 
nown'd. for his,true humility, and great Cha- 
rity ;.in a word, that.was a Perſon. indued with 
all,the excellencies. 'borh. of: body and mind, 
thatcan. render. a Man compleatly,perfe& and 
admirable, only that he wanted an-Eye; pray 
your ſclt, it you ſhould not be more ready 
to obſerve and blame the blemiſh of that one 
Eye, than to praiſe any of all his. Excellencics ; 
I£am confident. you cannot. deny. but you 
howld, and ſure oh a blind Kind of impura- 


tion 
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tion in you, 15/49 bad as the wane of an E Ein 
him ;' for perhaps tie loſt his Eye by afic of 
ſickneſs, as many dp-in' the SmaZ Pox; which 
is now his rote, but never. was at all 
his own fault, and therefore we ought” rather 
to pity that misfortune, than jett"ut that de. 
fect :* Or ſuppoſe he mer that loſs in this Tnfan- 
ey, and was in a manner born'ſo;;/ miphr you 
notghen as wifely; and reaſonably, Cofpicks 
two grand Seaſons of the Year, the' Suinmer 
for being too hot, and the Winter t60'eold, 
when they are not roo immoderate, but: you 
too fooliſh, for eſteetming them ſo, + * 

There is no Womans as undet the'Sun, 
that is fo intirely perfett as ro be withourſome 
Fault, for then ne more'than Woman; 
nay the yery glorious Sun it felf is not without 
its Eclipſes; yer ſure none can be fo very fool- 
Hh as not ro admire and praiſe its ſplendonr 
_ and brightneſs, chough'ris ſometimes obſcured 
with a Cloud. , Eh 

Nor can eto your ſelf, that ris 
4 think” Srong bi renfoalts: to deſpiſe” and 
railly any man, becauſe he cannot work Mj- 
racles, and perform impoſfibilities, by raiſing 
the dead ro life; for 'rwould be as ridiculous 
in any one to hope to reſtore a loft Eye, Þy 
wiſhing for ir, as you to cluinge the Seaſons of 
the Year, by your blaming of them, ** 

Therefore let me adviſe you'inſtead of rail: 
lying at what cannot be help'd in _ 

; rive 
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blomiſhes or faults would be but ſo many M> 

morandums- of your own frail \detects, and 16 

' muſt render you more fit, and berrer diſpoſed 

to, ſupport- thoſe of others, ' and rarher make 

ir your buſineſs to be concern'd for them, than 
your paſtime co jeer at them, © © 

In a word, the young Lady that enjoys thac 


Sin ſtrive ro mend thoſe Faules'which may be'yer © * 
of | cured in your felf, which can never be well _ 
ich | done; rill-you ſtill behold the defe&s of orhets 

al} with a fad rroubkd' Eye, which you cannor 

\« | forbear doing, ! if you obſerve as/you ought 

&. | Gods Command of loving your Neighbour ai\your = 
n- 8 ſelf; for his afflitions muſt be then yours, as 

56 8 well as yours'arc now your own: And his 

he 

er 

d, 

u 


« - =. 
, ” of 4 «+ a. % 
: -_—_ _ ; ; FIT 5 
| COR 2 TENTS IT 3 5 
- OSPREY CO UEPR RT Rae aft $58 LA 


dh 
wn - 


c 
; ſhare of beauty, which perhaps her Neighbout 
t | is'troubled for the want of, ler' it not render 


her proud, that ſhe is more celebrated thans- 
nother, bur rather ker her expreſs her humility, 
and make it the great motive of -her praiſexro 
God, that he has been ſo liberal to her inthis 
perteCtion. 

But to return to my defign'd Subje&, Praiſes 
that are nor ſtampr with true vertue and preat 
merit, are but meer Air; all falſe Tonguesean 
flatteringly give them, bur 'tis only your own 
yertues that can juſtly meritthem. 

; Tis with Praiſes, as with Faults, they that 
charge you with thoſe you-are free from, do 
you no real hurt, and thoſe that preſent you 
with- praiſes' you no way deſerve, do you no 
| as -- 
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- xcal- good; therefore; to apply-:tor:your: ſelf 
the- right uſe of both, inſtead of being angry 
at-ofhers-for accuſing you' of ſome vices-you 
x8 act; beangry with -yourſelt for aCting 
the many -you._ do; which: is: the-true way of 
having Praiſes, and deſerving them: roo.” -- 
-Praile is:not only the dearly beloved: Miſtris 
of Chriſtendom, but-alſo of 7urky;'for:'twas 
' Praiſe \that 'was' the occaſion-of making rhe 
and YVizier Maſtapha loſe ſo many Men before 
Fiennes for his Story tells us, that he:did nor 
attempt that Siege ſo much to ſerve his Maſter, 
as to Court his Miſtris, more our. of deſign to 
gain her, than out of hopes: to take /it;:(bur 
Muſtapha was' as much miſtaken in his aea- 
ſures of Conquering his Miſtrifles.hearr, as in 
thole of taking Vienna ; ſor. by deltroying her 
Husbands life, he torally deſtroyed her Love, 
and ſo made his Miſtris to revenge her Huſ- 
| bands death, ito-beg the Graxd Seignior ro take 
away Muſtapha's Lite, which he did, and by ir, 
ſhe ſhew'd her kindneſs to her Husband, and 
the:Grand Sergnior his Juſtice rother... 
'Tis deſire ot praiſe and ambition that makes 
the French King imploy -ſuch+vaſt Sums-of 
Mony, and Armies of Soldiers to: work about 
his Palace of Yer/ai//zes, which is rather aPro- 
digy of Riches, than a Miracle of Nature; 
fitter ro-be wondred at, for the vaſt expences 
laid out on-it, than to be praiſed for any agre- 
ableneſs 'about ir, except: the- Gardens and 
Water: 
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of Rome or Florence, and - conſequently” the 


whole World ; bur for.che Houſe it ſelf /*:ould . 


obſerye nothing in ir extraordinary ext 2: 


rich Gildings both within, and without; and 


therefore asto my own opinion of the Place; T 
think there's nothing fo wonderful-in all that 
glory, as that any one ſhould ſo much admire 
it, having neither River, Wood, good Land, 
or pleaſant Proſpe&t about it, being all round 
about cloſe beſieg'd by great coarſe and ragged 
Hills, which cannor add much luſtre and glory 
to the Situation of any place of ſuch' vaſt Ex- 


nce and Magnificence, ſo as to be Celebrated 


y ſome as one of the Wonders of the World; 

We read in Hiſtory .that Alexander. the 
Great exprefled much rrouble,. that he had no 
more Kingdoms left him to Conquer; Iam ſure 
the French King needs no cauſe of trouble, for 
want of more. Hills” ro' Conquer and 'fite 
about his Palace of Yerſaillies, as long"as he 
lives, tho he had more Men and Mony to em- 
ploy about levelling them, than'inow he has. 
Indeed ſuch a Royal Building of Magnificence 
well deſerved a moſt pleafant and Stately Si- 
tuation, but it ſcems thar King thought it more 
noble & better becoming his greatneſs to make 
one by the expence of Art, than to be beholden 
ro one of Natures free bounty, that the'World 


might know, 'he fcorn'd' fo mean” atv-offer, 


whilſt he has Armies that can level Mounraitis 
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as s plain as he pleaſes, and Mony ro. mount 
Rivers as high as he deſires. _ 

' And indeed if we range overnot only 4 France 
2nd Turky, but allche whole World, we ſhall 
find that Praiſe is the Butt all Shoot at, tho 
few. hit the Mark ; tor if we bur look narrowly 
into Praiſes, and confider the Actions, as well 
as the -Perſons, they are commonly great Flat. 

 terers, and the breath. of ſuch Praiſes, is but 
like a Rain-bow, which is no. other than! a 
meer ſeeming Collection of many. bright Co- 
lours, / without: any.true ſubſtance, or long du- 
ration, one day diſcoveting. the folly of the 
other; and a few days will ſhew you your own 
end,and with it-the. vanity of them all. 


'Theretore it the young, Ladies could but 


perſwade chemſelves.co think. ſeriouſly of the 
| lictlexeality there is in the Praiſes Men preſent 
them, and the vain paſtimes the World deludes 
- them-with,; -both >Women and Men will find 
thar-moſt of theiz delights, are: vain and de- 
ſpicable, for. the poſſeſſion of much beauty 
breeds great pride, and high concern; and the 
deeay of- it creates, in/ ſuch, as much diſcontent 
and-enyy- at what. they then loſe, and after- 
wards fee others enjoy. - And ſo 'tis the ſame 
With many of Mens; Worldly. delights, which 
foo. become uncaſie. ro. the Mind, and often 
1deſtruQtive-ro the Body; for, a. debauch of 
drinking makes moſt ſick and/out of order at- 
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men, cauſes uſually foul.Pocky Ditcaſes, (ſuch 


French puniſhmear, ſuiring well with ſuch an 


Engliſhtranſpreſlion) for the ftondnels of an un- 
-yertuous -Loye placed on an unchaſt Womans 
beauty, is like the Fire of a Candle, which 
laſts no longer- than it flames, and Candle like 
aſloon as its flame: is conſum'd, it preſently ex- 
pires in aſtinking ſnuff. So ſuch a debauch'd 
Love, ( Ifſhould have faid Luſt ) commonly 


ends with the odious deteſting thoughts, of _ . 


ſuch a foul and luſtful paſſion, which makes 
him then loath the ſinner, as he ought ſtill the 
fin, and himſelf for having committed the folly. 

And if any one of theſe Yexus Courtitrs falls 
in Love witha truly vertuous Beauty, & hopes 
ro gain his baſe unchaſt deſires of her, by fierce 
Courtſhip, great adoration, large offers of Pre- 
ſents, & all theſe thick larded with the common 
falſe Oaths of tho praiſes of her great beauty, 
and his great and conſtant Love, the Lingua 
franca,ot all Gallants whichall ſtill ſwear to ob- 
ſerve, but few ever deſign ro perform, and there- 
fore handſom Ladies never ought to Credit;'tor 
ſurely he that ſpeaks what he does nor believe, 
none ought to-believe what he ſpeaks, but is 
bound in Conſcience and Honour, to ſlight his 
Courtlhip, and-ſcorn his Offers,or elſe ſhemuſt 
do-much worſe, {light her ſelf, and reputation 
too. "Tis a Proverbial:faying, that Love ublind, 


| Jam fure ſucha fort of Loveris; for he wilinor 


{kt the unjuſt deſires he makes to her, but only 
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withour evet conſidering that they ſpring from 
her Love to Vertue, and a pood Reputation, 


bur vainly fancies 'tis her Love to fome happy 


Lover, that's in her favour, and keeps him our, 
which diſquiets and torments' his - Amorous 
mind, with a fierce Jealouſie, which Solozor 
calls the Rage of Love ; and tho young Men are 
more naturally enflam'd with eager defires jn 
the purſuit of beauty, than old Men arc; for 


Age toLove, is like Water to Wine, the more 


quantity of Water, the leſs ſtrength in the 
Wine; but tis moſt certain old Men are asable 
\Courtiers, and Lovers of Wealth, asany young 
Men can pofltbly be; Riches being like the 
Sun, agreeable and comfortable to all, and in- 
deed nothing is more common, than to ſee Co. 
vetouſneſs ro grow'in moſt with their Ape ; 


and thercaſon-of it in my Opinion is, thar all 


other yourkful ſprightly delights but that of 
gaining Wealth, decreaſes as Ape increaſes ; 
bur the pleaſure of Mony, all Men can keep 
as the Heathen do their Gods they adore, wn- 
der Lock and Key. 

Bur yet this ſo adored beaury, Riches, car- 
ries its troubles, as well as delighes, for there's 
greatlabour in procuring Wealth, trouble in 
defending and preſerving it, and-alſo = 
\Cares' in rhe well ſpending it whilſt one lives, 
and well diſpoſing of 'it when we die; and ſo 


if we look over, and ſcatch into moſt Worldly 


< pleaſures, 
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: — and vanities, we ſhall find Cm 3 
tothe true repoſe of this life, as they: 
are to de e felicities of the next. 

Certainly there is ſome great Charmin this 
thing called Praiſe, that tickles the ear, in- 
flames the heart, raiſes the ſpirits, enlivens 
the reſolution, deludes the reaſon, flatters the 
hopes, and deceivesthe ſight, by givinga falſe © 
gloſs, and making a counterfeit repreſentation 
of things; for, the Bait of Praiſes, for which 
both Men and Women fo ſtrive, and cagerly 
purſue, is ſtill painted and fer out in the bright- 
eſt and moſt oriencal charming Colours thar 
are imaginable, toa[lure our eyes, inflame our 
hearts, and enliven our ambition. 

Burt the Hook thatis hid in this Bait, that is, 
the great dangers, hardſhips, and chouſands of 
vexatious diſappointments, that one muſk ne- 
cellarily meet, and run thorow, inthe purſuitot 
this Idol folly,is ſo obſcure & artificially drawn, 
as 'tis not commonly ſeen, but very ordinarily 
telt by many, in ſome to their loſs of Lite, and 
to others 0 their orcateſt ſatisfaQtions in it. 

And now to put my laſt finiſhing Touch to 
this Picture of Praiſe, the Miſtris and Darling 
of the whole World, merhinks we ought nor 
to wonder that this adored beauty, is ſo Coy 
in her Carriage, and fo difficult to be gaind ; 

- if we do butreflect, rhoina wholeſail manneg, 
the ſad overſights, great miſtakes, and blind - 
PICs of its llowes of whom I thallooly 


L3 ſay 
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ſay in general, that ſome are ſo eagerin gazing 
at it,' others ſo over earneſt in-their ſeeking 
 —TF, as really moſt overſee the right way to ir, 
which is by true Piery, conſtant Charity; 'ahd 
a daily praftice of Vertue and Godlinefs inall: 
their a&tions : And no wonder. that ſuch'tas 
' ' will not-raketheſe bleſſed Guides; ſhould mi- 
ſerably miſs rheir way to it, and be fadly-de- 
feared in their hopes of 1 nd 6:55 alc) 
And now having doneWic my Diſcourſe of 
Praiſe, give me leave tochange the Scene, and 
to paſs by the uncertainty-of your meeting it, 
tho to refleCt on the certainty of deaths meet- 
ing you, andthe terrors that then/appear-at 
the end of a yain wicked life; and to bep rhe 
vaih young Ladies Company for alittle time, 
that might lead their rhoughts into the ſad 
and diſmal Regions of Mortality, that they 
may now confider- it, to prevent-it hereafter 
from ſurprizing them, and that they may car- 
ry their-choughts to the Grave, before their 
friends carry their Bodies. 
 - The Seaſons of our Lives reſemble exactly 
. thoſe'of the Year, the Summer of our' Lite 
ſwallows up the Spring of. our Youth, andthe 
Autumn of our Age makes us todecline, as the 
Sun does daily of its vigorous hear and'influ- 
ence, till all rhe fair days, and various pro- 
guCtions of natures beauty at laſt-yeild to old 
Ape Winter, as their Grave ; for-as the Apoſtle 
ſays, Ti appointed for every ian once. to Wy 
: , f anc 


LS 
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and onei 


muſt neceffarily be in when they come to die, 
and have waſted all their Life, in Vanity and 
Sin, lirtle conſidering Repuration, and 'lefs 
fearing Scandal ; lirtle valuing Conſcience, and 
leſs eſteeming Eternity. | | 

Ir has often come into my mind, that the 
fad end of ſuch vain Womens Lives, is like 
the laſt Scene of their Loves, to their Gal- 
lants, which"is juſt as an Ague turned upfide 


| down, the cold fit after the hot ; for when the. 


fiery paſſions of youthful Love are, changed 
through their Inconſtancy , or worn our by 
Age, or waſted by Sickneſs; for you know 
chat Loves vanity, is bur of a ſhort date, it 


either vaniſhes in the a&, and. is. nipped ' 


in its gay and yigorous bloſſom , like the ten- 
der-leav'd Plants, by acold Northern-wind; or 
elſe grows wrinkled and impotent, like crook- 


ad and deform'd ſhrubs, for want of fap and. 


moiſture, and ſo grows loathſom and deform- 
ed as the grim Jaws of Death, that will roo. gt 
laſt come with a dreadful ſtroak to level all 
our fair Cedars to the ground, and make your 

: L 4 | beauty 
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beaury (Ladies) toconſumeaway likea Moth 
Fretting-a Garment ; every Womanis therefore 
but vanity : and when you. are thus brought 
to your Death-beds of pain and languiſhing ; 
O then. Conſider what a ſad' condition you 
muſt needs bein, when you will find all your 
fond beauty and vanity going off the Stage, 
When your life is juſt expiring, when the ſcorch- 
ing thoughts of your paſt vain lite come to 
inflame your mind more fiercely, than the 
burning Feaver can your body, and thatthe 
remembrance of your paſt extrayagant pride 
and vanity will torment your troubled Con- 
fſcienco more, than eyer before they pleaſed 
your ſenſual appetite, and that the ſhivering 
fit- of guilt, nor only ſeizes your heart, bur 
pierceth your very ſoul, with fad and ſober 
thoughts of your paſt ſins, and the ſtrift ac- 
count that you muſt ſoon give of them, and of 
the terrible puniſhments that you muſt juſtly 
ſuffer for them; when perhaps you cannat 
comfort your afflited Conſcience with the aſ- 
ſutance of having ſo much as performed in 
your Whole life one pious att, or charitable 
deed,. when you had both time and means to 
have performed thouſands; and ſo as too ma- 
BY of you do, loſe the bleflings of the other 
D orld, mcerly for {lighting Gods mercies in 
Ins, 
_ Andfarther *twill be well worth the confide- 
ration of our, yain Ladies, that when they lic 


dying, 
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dying, the ſins of their life will flie abour their 
troubled minds, as naturally as ſparks do about 
fice, and will lighten them to a clear ſight of ' 
their pride and vanity; and their greateſt . 
trouble when they are leaving this World, is 
what will become of them when they are out 
of it; and truly it will not be without preat 
cauſe, ſince their Conſciences will then aſſure 
them, that their Bodily pain in this Life, will 
be. but the Prologue or firſt ſtep to their Souls 
eternal miſery in the next. 

Whereas a pious young Lady who with ho- 
ly David, makes acovenant with her Eyes that 
they ſhould not behold vanity, but obſerve Gods 
commandments as her chief fludy aud delight ; 
by truly living in his fear, ſhe will certainly 
die !in his favour, and will find at her death, 
that her good Conſcience will be her real friend, 
and. true comforter, and furniſh her with a 
chearful readineſs ro ſubmit her will ro Gods, 
which will never fail to protect her againſtall 
thoſe ſpiritual conflicts and cemptations of 
Conſcience, which ſtill rack and torture ill 
Womens minds when they come to die; for 
tho God caſts her on her Bed of ſickneſs and 
pain, yet he will be ſure tolitr her up with the - 
arms of mercy; and bleſs her with the aſſu- 
rance of a perfect ſtate of Blils, after her pain- 
ful life is ended; for tho Death be the wages 
of Sin, yet a Pious death, is but the paſſage to 
q Heavenly Life, And a Religious vertuous 

| Woman 
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Woman at her death will as certainly enterinto'f 


a ſtare of eternal Felicity, as"an impious'yain 
and wicked one will into thar of deſerved mi- 
fery. | AP ts 
Solomon ſays, T hat the fear of God is not only 
the beginning of wiſdom but the end of it; for'i 
reacherh you to regulate your deſires, and pu- 
, rifie your aCtions, as it will make you live 
well, in order to die fo. So that indeed our 

ood ations concur in their influence towards 
the. happineſs of our fouls, as the Sun does in 
motion to the Dial; the 'Dial is nor the true 
caule of the Suns morion to it, yet by the Suns 
ſhining on the Dial, you may truly Judge of 
the true motion of the:Sun. 

' Bur leaving afide that diſpute whether good 
"works can only merit Heaven, or not (as rhe 
Papiſts reach,) Iam ſure living a pious vertuous 
life in the faith of che holy Jeſus, will certain: 
' ty carry you there; this all Ladies know; bur: 
few will praCtife, or ſo much 'as think 'of, I 
mean as you onght; for you uſually defer all 
thoughts of the other World,” till you arejuft 
parting out of this, when alasthe time preſent 
1s only yours; for that paſt is no'more, and 
thar to. come is not yet, fo that-you:do' but 
live between them both #* the preſent be. 
ing the only 'time you can properly call 
yours, for God well knowing what great Pro- 
digals youare of it, is fo providently merci- 
ful, as rotruſt you only with a Minute at'a 
Time; 
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FTime; for-as he gives you one; ſo he ſtill takes 

iway the other, as a Leflon of inſtruction, not 

- io rely on ary time bur the preſent, and'roper- 

form all your Chriſtian duties in it, as the on: 

ſy time appoitted you by God for it. And 

Ladies if you 'will but employ this preſent 

- rime' as you onght, you will cercainly find 

time enough in ir, to enjoy both the delights 

of this World, and toſecure you the felicities 

's Bof the next. 

n | © By this all our vain Ladies may cafily know? 

e land joyfully conclude, that there needs no 

s | great difficulty in' obtaining Heaven, ſince it 

f I only requires, (as T have told you) a ſtri& pious 
and vertuous life to compals it ; which may ca- 

d | fily be done; if you will bur ſpend half ſo much 

c || time in ſerving your God, as you daily waſt 

s || inlooking on your Glaſs ; in praying for your . 

: | Soul, as in ſetring out your Face, which muſt 

£-£] certainly, nay 'perhaps- ſuddenly, ſtink, rot; 

I | and*be caten up by naſty Worms. And real 

| | ly fuppoſing there was no ſuch place of Bliſs, 

t | as Heaven for rhe Godly, nor yet of Torment, 

l 


as'Hell for the wicked; yer a pious vertuous 

life, cannot bur'be more healthful for the bo- 

dy; and more fatisfaCtory ro the mind, than 
- | exceſs, pride'and vanity, can be to cither. ** 
| } © Next'ris worth your conſideration to think, 
how little true content moſt .of you can find 
in-this World," and how little time *cis you 
Fan enjoy that lictle you do deſire; for fuch 
_: conſide- 
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conſiderations cannot .but render you ſome- 55 
what ſenſible, of your great.and extrayagant ſj 
folly in-all your hudicrous fports and paſtimes, 
unskilfully gaming away your ſouls; ſo as in 
a manner to ſet Eternity againſt a Moment, 1 
-mean, the Momentary . pleaſures of this/ life, 7 
which cannot laſt, before the joys. of Heaven, || ,; 
which are everlaſting; and ſure. there can be || 4x 
nothing. more fooliſh than to rely! on the; dura- 
tion of your abode on Earth, as any ſolid and | 4, 
laſting poſſeſſion, there being nothing more Þ| y 
frail-and tottering than the Baſis your lite N » 
ſtands on; for tho you are never ſo healthful, Þ y 
yet you .cannot but find in your ſelf, ſome |} ; 
marks and ſymptoms. of Mortality, which || 6 
may ſerve as Advertiſements of the inſtability | » 
of this your carthly being, which is ſubject ta || jj 
a thouſand Diſcaſes, and a torrent of Accidents, || n 
eſpecially in you fine young Ladies, whoſe bo- || , 
_ dies are fo tenderly built, and nicely compo: || « 
ſed, as the leaving oft a Hood, or wanting of || | 
a Skart; the. leaſt crum of Bread, that. ſticks || , 
in your Throats, or the ſmalleſt ſtop in the || 1 
courſe of your Blood, ( I had almoſt faid/or mo- || ; 
tion of. your Tongues) puts the whole Occo- 
 nomy of your body in diſorder, it not. utter || | 
| 


_ ruin, witneſs as an inſtance of this accidental 
mortality, Pope Adria», who as ſtory 1ays, 
was choaked with a Flie;' nay your very food, 
che ſupport and maintainer,of your lite, ought 
to beja Memorandum of your Mortality, {ings 

you 
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you cannot live withour it; and if ſleep be 'the 
Imape of death, you are by the very neceſſities 
of your nature, to die every night, during the 
few days you live. 195. 
'- Bur whether you live long, or die early, you 
muſt certainly Die ; and you are in this as welt 
38 inall things elſe,to ſubmit your will roGods, 
and-to bend your greateſt endeavors, and fix 
your ſtrongeſt reſolutions,” in an'intire obedi- 
aceto it, which if you truly and heartily do, 
you muſtlearn rhe great vertue, and Chriſtian 
perfection of ſelf-denial, and deſpiſe all. thoſe 
worldly flatteries and enjoyments; mortific 
all your exceſs of vanity and cextrayagant plea- 
ſures, thar you may become truly amiable 
pure and holy inthe fight of God ; when you 
live' in compliance to his holy Laws, and ſub- 
mir in all things to his good will and pleaſure; 
who is all loye and beauty irſelt, in the high- 
eſt meaſure and perfeftion ; and therefore the 
leaſt ſport or impurity in your lives, is adirect 
violence and contradiQion to the moſt excel- 
lent nature, and being of an infinitely pure 
and holy God. 

And now before I quite finiſhthis Diſcourſe 
ler me beg one of you Ladies, to — your' 
ſelf ro be in the aCtual poſſeſſion of all the 
worldly pleaſures you can fancy, that you 
enjoy as great honours 'as your ambition can 
aſpireunto,andas much Beaury, and Riches, @s*, 


rr, 
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x ter, and aS many-rarities as your appetiteicanfſ 
wiſh for, and that your Gallant: was as kind. [l{ 
handſom and conſtant as-you;could wiſh: ina flo 
word, that you thought him as |beauriful;: az 
you think your ſelf; pray 'do butnow conſider, ſt 
what all theſe will amount ro, at the hour 
of death, and in order to it, reflect alicrle. ſeri. fl { 
ouſly, what a weak Baſis your life ſtands on; {| 
for according to the common,Lawiotthe Land, Þ| 
a Life 'is valued/butart ſeven Years purchaſe, þ| : 
and many times by the courſe of Nature;aLite || | 
does not laft halt ſo long. | | 
-. |Next if you will but condeſcend ſo!farito | 
mortific your ſelf, as to go, and viſit one- of 
thicſe Lovers'of vanity, and-railliers of-Religi- 
on, / one 'of theſe coynelles! of. folly, and: de: 
ſpiſers of vertue, lying ſick on-her Deaths bed, 
paſtall hopes of recovery; and-do but obſerve 
how her Words and Looks are.changed, and 

. indeed the whole Scene of her Life, her Coun- 
renance being all ſhadow'd oyerwith the pale 
and diſmal Colours of Mortality, inſtead of 
her gay Vermillion paint;-for:all beauty and 
worldly delights vaniſh and leave you./with 
your health, being like a/Sun-Dial, .only/uſe- 
tut, whilft che Sun ſhines on-itp then you ſhall 
find the blit naming her rick! Diamond -Pen- 
dants, and fine Pearl Necklace, her Embroide- 
red Gowns, and Coſtly. Points, - will prove 

» Woubleſom to her, and the-ſighror ſmellotcher 
late beloved Dainties will ghen/loath brite 
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ind $ſhe was ſo fond of, and delighted in, will be 
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odious to her fight, as well as the thoughts of 
having too much lov d him, will be grievous 
to her mind : Then her Bottles of White- 
waſhes, or Coſineticks-will be thrown out,and 


ri-J filled with ſhowers of penitent Tears for ha- 


vying uſed them : Then her Boxes of Peeter, 
and Patches, and all her Ornamental knacks 
and dreſſes, ſhe was wont every day to waſt 
ſo much time about, and to take fo great pa- 
ſtime in, to adorn and ſet out her beauty, 
will only ſerve to diſquiet her thoughts, and 
the Praiſes of her beauty,will be but ſo many 
diſturbances in her Sickaeſs, and ſhe will be 
then as much troubled to hear them, as ſhe 
was formerly delighted to receive them, and 
proud in the vain thoughts of deſerving 
them. 

In ſhort, on her Death bed, all her late dear. 
ly beloved Vanities, will at that time appear 
her moſt aMifting Enemies ; and ſhe will then 
loudly declare, that nothing but a religious 
Life, can produce a Comfortable death ; and 
will then tell you, that if ſhe were the ſole 
Miſtris of all the Riches of both the Indzes, 
ſhe would give it all forthe bleſſing of a 
good Conſcience ; for that never leaves one,in 
Sickneſs, or in Adverlity, but is ſill the beſt 
of Friends, 1a the worſt of times. 
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eanfmatch ; nay a viſit of her dear Gallant, whom 
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THE FOURTEENTH 
DISCOURSE, 
Uſeful Advices in order to vain modiſh 


Ladies well Regulating their Beau- 
ty and Lives. 


Humbly beg the vain Ladies pardon for 

beginning this Diſcourſe fo uncivilly, as'to 
rel] them, *ris the Opinion of moſt ſober and 
obſerving Men, that many of you make but a 
teif-deceiving Calculation in the account of 
your Chriſtian duties, and holy performances; 
by fancying.your ſelves well ſecured, and di- 
ligently aCtive, 1n the exerciſe of Gods Com- 
 mands ; and in your obedience to him, if you 
do but rife early enoogh on Sunday to go to 
Church in the Morning, and can Dine ſo tem- 
perately as not to {leep at the Sermon in the 
Afternoon, and do ſay a kind of {izd Prayer 
like a ſhort Grace of a few cuſtomary words, 
rifing and- going to bed all the week after, 
which perhaps may be {aid more out of long 
habit, than crue devotion. 

How many Ladies are there, and thole of a 
good and ſober fort, (asW omen go now adays) 
that fancy becauſe they live Chaſt, read —_ 
Bt 
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Eben now and miſs going to:Church 
FS 5 rp who are Charitable to the Poor, 
to] their: Neighbours, true-to their 
$; good: will:to wt and in -love:with 
\(naleſs may: be a little with themſelves, 
think they. _— all Chriſtian duties per- 
KkRly, and therefore deſerve all Mens Praiſes 
truly ;. and:indeed they would not think amiſs, 
they would be but near as juſtandexadtto 
Godin their daily -account-of their'time to 
eve: asthey are increating daily freſh paſtimes 
and ;picaſurcs.ro>themſelves, and that ny 
would, meaſure: our their time, according! to 
GoſpeliPrecepts, ' inſtead of imploying; it” in 
Jais Londes follics and paſtimes, which among 
modiſh Ladies, are partly theſe : - . 
+, $o:many hours for Dreſling, ſo many hours 
fn copaiing; and returning Viſits, ſo many for 
the Play, andthe Park, ſo many hours for Di- 
ning at this friends houſe,” Supping with. Rr 
and playing late ar Cards-at r'others; or bein 
ata publick Ball or Dancing at anothers, ſo:ma- 
ny hours to 1ſkep. a Bed to farisfie Nature; ſo 
many moreto lic a Bed, /to continue their full _ 
Face, .and good -Looks; beſides hours for-go- 
ing/to.Courr, to ſce new faſhions, and ranſack- 
ing Shops to buy new-faſhioned Silks and fine- 
ries, beſides other times of vain idleneſs and 
prodigality:of exceſsandifolly ; as ſucha 
part. of the : Year for a pretended Dilcate;or 
rather diverſion at the 6" ſuch a ſcaſonfor 
' an 
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bridge, ror Epſon; no cattle away. og be 
our. time:and money; to he. pg o__ 


at ;publick Lotteries,.or to; charm: 
ſome. rich Heir, 0 rGallat orator 


ſervice; and now; Ladies, when: all xleſe: mill 
{pent' hours are abſtitaKted-burot the twenty 
four;: beſides other parts of |\yourlives accoun- 
rod ;; Lam afraidou-will-find ſo:great;2/Gon- 
fumprion and ill management af yout time, as 
you do often tobſenfibly-of: your * Eſtates: and 
Mency,:and/ ſo ,milcrabty: condolablis lok 
Minutts:which-you might /bave/employed to 
| berter. purpoſes, ia being ſoberhy-2nodeſt; land 
pious,. to. have: —_—_— the/duties.of Reli- 
ion, which) is 'the-only true» pledſate anc pa- 
ofthe foul: And a fome! of: theſe: di- 
vertifaments: I know are not barphy'in them. 
ſelves ſinful crimes, yet ſure thiey-are.no bereer 
- than venial ſins;by/their corallyzaking up; and 
fo:intively devouringot Fhun Anea cd: 
time.” 

25 My firſt Advice thereforztd abapmmic La 
diew; isto alter themiſpending ofxtheir time as 
now:chey.do, ro..employ it AS _—_ as. they 
ouphtto do; which 3s mp preparing ao, die well, 
rather-chan ſtriving 'to-live hiph;' or Jook- fair, 
and notto fancy they CE acl, a- 
mong ſuch as hs Teh it with; fot'as Sexc- 
calays,; They are idle,; who might bebetter em- 
ployed;;10 fuch Ladies live in ſome kindill, that 
may live in many degregs betrer, Therc: 
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© Thereloreas pradenr-Nen manage andre 
proportions 3 /fombeivtat -keeping; $ev 
Ants v | {, private cxpences, andthe 


Yangs 


like; and40:tuiriag; ther Income, t6 anfiyer 
their ; according to theirability 
to perform; as their occaſtans require 3 - which 


Mtaſures,becauſemany of che! youtng 
Eſtated-Men will nor obſerve, they ſteer with 
| out'a! Compas, run 4hey/;khow! nor/| where, 

 tpend they: know-not what, and livethty.know 


not how,exrravagantly, without eaſe or order, 
Now: Ladiesroprevent fudh an'extravaga 
manner of ſpending, or rather waſting:of: you 
time, -I ſhall-adviſe you-in :arder ro-:the well 
managing of it,, not only: to:divide itincodes 
veral hours, for that is already-\done to:yaut 
hand,” by many good: Clocks and Watches; | 
" | but you muſtſubdivide the hoursof the.day; 

|| intofo many /portions fet.out for devotion; /bus 

| fineſs, and paſtime, according 1to your ability; 
and convehiency, always ging place rothe ' 
dutiesof 'Relipidn, the firſt and principal-part 

in all your dofigns,and ations ; ſtill beginning 
the day with/Prayer, and praiſes to your Lrew 
tor, who made'borth ir, and you, inorder''to 
your 'worſhiping and ſervinghim,' and'iby ſo 
dividing the day-into fo:many ſeveral parts, 
and Stages of hourly '|employments,./ the 
changeable variety that's'in them, will afford 
you varicty.of pleaſure, as wellas: buſineſs, ro 
K 4 M=* Entertain 
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enrertain and'direft you; and prevent you-La- 
_ dies from'complaining,\\as-Thave heard 'many 
_ of you,'O whatſhall we doto'paſs'away this 
' afternoon, \ſince'you will ſee-allathe days buſi- 
neſs'and divertiſments marked 'outbefore you ; 
and teally nothing more diſtralts and viriates 
vain” young; Womens minds,” than" emptineſs 
of ''bufſineſs> and':1employment; the want”of 
whichfills you” up' with the ill vapoutrs of idle- 
neſs, that old Mother 'of- wickedneſs; whereas 
certain! hourly : employments, fill/and * reple- 
aiſh*your fancy with fuch diverſity of change, 
ant buſineſs, as'is able to ſuppreſs;” and-allay, 
allfomes of vain'idle:thoughrs, from ariſing'in 
_—_ minds,” and\ſave' you the expenſive trou- 
pot imicaring many of the fine gay modiſh 
Ladies; who -by'chargeable means and ſtudied 
, Arrs; purchaſe ways vainly to'paſs away: their 
rime, which by checcourſe of /nature; withour 
_ theEirthelp, and/beyond their power; 'runsaway 
but'coo faſt of it ſelf + | 
21.2. :My- next Advice to the'yain' Ladies, tho 
Tami\ure”ris very'pood; yer I doubt-'twill be 
little tik'd, and lefstollow'd; whichistoſhun 
theiffections remprations of avain:Loxdos lite, 
whictoften gets many /younp Ladics bad Re- 
purations, but ſeldom good 'Husbands.”- London 
being become the-very Center-point, and Ren- 
dezvous, whereall the vices and-vanites of the 
Kingddmmeer;; yet theſe vices and vanities, 
are*among mahty oÞthe-fine Ladies, ſo —_ 
f. $311 4® j+; gl t 
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p; deformed, as 


ful and :taking to moſt, T 
"inconlidering young Men ef the 


Reakyehs! Air. of Londewis ſo infeted with 
Pride, Vanicy, and Idlenefs, that 'ris- hard for 
one of you young Ladies to appear.in young 
Mens ip, bac: you muſt haye: your Ears 
furr'd with Oachs' and Profancneſs, or elſe. your 
perſon Complemented with vain Romantick 
Courtſhip, which is not exaQly applied and fit- 
ted for anyone Woman, burt.for allhandfom - 
Women in general; like falſe flattering Looking 
Glaſſes, which Complements not only one, u 
every one- that looks on them, not ſtayin ying for 
a great: beauty, bur till flatretingithe'fi 


COMET. 


-.. Bur. Piety and Vertue is ſtill like a pure 


wholeſom Air, a comfort to-all, and an Inte- 
&tion to none, and is fo far from diſlodging, or 
overcaſting 'the lightſomneſs of  any'[Jawſul 
pleaſures, 'as ir clears and diſlipates any dark 
Clouds of fears that may hang over'them; for 
*tis: moſt-certain, Picty and Beauty, Recreati- 
on and Devotion, may live pcaccably together, 


and yield a mutual aid: and comfort to. 0ncans 
.other. 


Indeed if. you Ladies:would but uſe ro mix 


Piety with your. paſtimes;:you would; ſoon 


come —_—— ; and :ithenjo- 
| M 3 ſtcad 


| ficad ofaing lb Dan Lage 
furas, yow would make: vhem fo'man Pu 
taudums ofthe eflux dftime; mm_— 
of rhe duties: of Mprrality, an Se homiy 
adyances you make towards it; which requizes 
hovrly- preparations\for it ip for'thalame haurs 
ferve as Fell ro: tell, you of your approfches t6 
Deach, as todivide your pleaſures ao Life; as 
the ſame Figures: im your Watch: hol of oh 
the hours of the night, as well aztthioſs of 
da OLEOOND {104 
ThenL Ladies Yew milhfind chat vice hid-our 
inPrayer and Devorion,: isnovipending, bur 
gaining-time; and-if ou! will bur farioufly £0- 
_ flet, and heartily: prattiſe this/grear, Eturh; 
you wilt foon find; that Piery isastoadvancing 
of worldly delights, and paſtimes;; but1asBal- 
laſt to a Ship, which does not hinder, but.on- 
ly regulate its'motiony nov ang bur fted- 
dying irsSaylingc: 7:0, 
 & fine Lady whoſe! mind; is cakp fraighte ed 
with the Airy Cargorof:pride-and rwanity; can 
never ſteer ſteddy-1n heeheavenly:Caurle; bur 
is ſtill rofled-from.0ne fideof folly, to anorker 
extremity. of vanity; forthe wann-of the: true 
blelied- Bal laſt of godline(s; which will Calm 
anddiſpoſſels your mind of albmodiſlbyanities, 
and irregularities, and will allay all kinds of 
Immotterare heats; raifed by the Beaxeriſh di- 


Nempers'of Womanatii /Paſſions; and/will fix 


b-.- Jonyuiones Vai hpomitn andges 


perual, 


'. avit ran 
Earthly:loye,for that's ſcidomor neverienjoyed | 


vain empty. 

I Arnpvng => NG is 

4 fark 'Ta love God ani keep 

' kiaCo ; for then you will truly! lot 
Verme, ur icdaftantly pradtiſe Piery ery god 

only. delight inthe beauty yer dw on 

s\ mach; Ys ohne all 


witty: true quicengls,. lang ſatisfaction, or juſt 
and equal rerurns ; for the moſt paſſionate Love 
Wecan fancy; asa Miſtristo her Gallarit] or a 
Gallanc to-his: Miftris, iscammonly of ſo fickle, 
volatile, and inconſtatt a nature,asit a Woman 
thinks het Gallanc loves any other Wotnan,ſhe 
rows Jealous.;\ and if he. fancies his. Miſttis 
Gs another:Man; (as 'tis cen to one ſhedocs) 
he becomes inrag'd, tor as:Solamon lays, Prov. 
6.3/4: Jealaufe i» the rage of a Man; here on 
Earth tho molt are Lovers, yet many arcfalſe 
ences, but in Heaven all- are Lovers; and are 
true ones;: fince. in your Heayenly Love, your 
a& of lovitg, is. the certain. fruition of ;yoour 
Love: a'Woman by loving Verrue, it "7k 
hers; burby: loving a Gallant-you become his; 
for ſhe that-is under a Galtants command, .can: 
gotrruly ſay. the is under her own:1 Ina word), 
all che Riches: and Pleaſures imaginable; /thar 
you abandonfor: the-love'of God: you: enjoy 
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fpiſe che World as you ſhould, :andthen you. 


SETS 
rafſe of - a great beauty, and-fſlight this, in 
- riſon - of that, vfor a handſom; Woman 


Chriſtian, than you di 


Vertue, than Splendor. Beaury!is: bur a fine 
outſide Skin, bur true Godlineſs: is all glori- 
ous within, and will. beſtow, on you more Ce- 
leſtial beauty in the -other -World, than all 
your falſe Glaſſes, and Gallantsfalſer-Tongues, 
can flatter /you within this. E £4 025OP8 

3. My .next advice to you vain Ladies is, 


which ſo many of you adorn your ſelves with 
every day, with fo great care, high exceſs,.and 
vaſt expence,as well of time; as mony, which 
makes many. of-you by being ſo over carcful 
in ſerting out your.body, to be! over.careleſs 
in looking after your Soul, in.not allowing ir 
perhaps ſo much as a clean ſhift of Repentance 
' onee a Sunday,. I mean a penitent Sighor Tear 
in a Week, to blow. off, and waſh-away your 
Sins, .and Vanitics, which your :own' corrupt 
Natures, and. idle Company breeds © in: you 


on; your: new rich Gowns, | if-you- could bur 


remember at the. ſame. time, to. Lace abour 
your hearts this Memorandum of the Proph<t, 
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And you may be.certain Ladies; if-yqu can; | 
bur thus love God as you ought; yowmuſtde- 


will-rake more true _ inthe titic ofagood. 


like the Sun, is to- bereſteemed+ more: for her. 


- when you are putting on your fine'rich Gowns. 


every. day: Therefore when yow arc putting 


That 
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| ding under yoar Covering; 
doubtleſs ſuch ' mortifying reflexions, wou 
humble your pride,-and abate your vanity; 
and'not only-hinder you from leading ſuch vain 
Lives,” bur: wearing ſuch rich Clothes, - which 
though wy may exaQly ſuit with the Rules 
of the _ ;zyerT] _—_ O_o con- 

ary to the Precepts of the Apolitle, who or= 
how Women not to adorn prey on with rich, 
but modeſt Apparel, as it-rich Apparel, was nor 
modeſt; -nor to uſe painful Dreſſes, which is 
an exceſsof folly of another kind, by ſqueezing 
our ſelves into a fine ſlender ſhape, by pinch- 
in, and thereby tormenting of your bodies, 
by-laſing your ſelves ſo ſtreight to take Mens 
| fighit, as you can hardly take your own breath z 
and if this be not preat pride, and hiph folly, 
| confeſs I know not what is. - 

4: My next adviſe to the vain Ladies, which 
(I am ſure) isof-great uſe, and high advantage, 
in'order,to their living vertuouſly, and oye 
ing religiouſly, 'is this : Not ' only to ſhun, 
bur- rotally co baniſh that familiar companion 
of your Sex; Pride; 'I ſhall. not ſtrive here to 
divefar into the depth of this'vaſt Ocean of 
iniquiry; though all-our aftions run as natu- 
rally to it, as'Rivers do to the Sea-: Nor do l 
here pretend to make a ſubtile penetration, 
into any hard Conceptions of the 'ſinful na- 
ture; and* wicked conſequences! of this com- 
mon, ( I had almoſt ſaid Wamaniſh) rROW 
mw | Pride, 
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Pride, :my.delign — = 
- bucenly to, preſent yOWWithfomeiplawnſoll 
advices, and directions; how:$6; pe 2 Or. at 
leaſt Con——__— this rag whichmuſt 
be dene; by pron oens —_ humilisy ; 
which if young Women;.-would but.conliger 
txaly, and fotlow carctully,/it, would ſoon par 
Gatachena $0 lay aſide their: Delilah Grearar | 
of yanity, and to call.jn\ A More; VErKWARs, ac: 
quaintance: of humility, - and, make 'h&v- their 
boſom friend; for Prideis one of theſeyey Sins 
Solomon tells us God abominatgs, and Seripture 
aſlares you, 7hat God Sit} pebukath cert: 
— ever giveth grace to the bumble: |. 
Pride ts now turned _ A Caveerous hu 
mor very apt to grow ini all! youn m 
Womens breſks, and in woſt.is Fells 2nd tan- 
kles, ſo as to become noylom;,ngt.dnly tou; 
,0%y/ I and ! piety, but indeed to very com- 
Man. Sociery4,/and.. tis. eafie to; abfenye;; ghar 
many handſom, Women, , whom ;Natps&:hath 
prefented -with a large proportion.of beauty, 
| which of _it ſelf had, beetrable rarender:then 
agreeable, and taking to all pexlqns; yet ma- 
ny of. chem do {@ ſully and overcaſt: the glory 
oh: it, with Pride,: and; ſelf iconceitednels;; as; ro 
give it 2 diſagreeable Air,aog xchth:tomaſt of 
K$admirers,by their roo apparent;proud affet- | 
+ edcſtimationofic. And i obſervable Ladies, | 
I that ſuch of, you-as arc alwaysixeady'to place 
' $90 qua os your ſelvgs; are'ſtil} apr:r0 
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alt ro0:low an eſtecna ob others, and ſa-cauſe 
woſt-40-undervalue:you,: for your ligtiting 
themo+ Whereas: the vertue of rruc humility; 
aſcends by the meads of | 
towing downward... þ 
j64Pride is-/a-diftemper of the. mind, which 
moſt-young: Ladies are. naturally inclined-ro, 
and-8aftly: infected with ; tor the" leaſt enflam- 
ng.thair beaurty' by Praiſes, preſently turns: 
the-achy-wicer of pride, which. is' of fuch an 
extraotdinary malignant nature, as low birth, 
lice wit;/no beattty, great-wanc, nay very ug- 
bneſs-2:kclf,//isnot alntGeienr Cure and Anti- 
ddtc againſt it; Solamon fays, Want of Bread 
wal vat ftanve Pride, and 1 am ſure experichce 
teacherh;-us,” rhar- want of beauty, - will noc 
-Rarve' fome Womens proud fancies-of being 
bandſom, tho they have not the leaſt feature 
of it; ſo over+aptare young Women to believe 
themſelves fo, that if Men will be fo great ly- 
ars a$ to'tell them they are beautiful, they wall 
he ſo great'Fools asto believe them, and rather 
credit! other Mens: words, than: their own 
Eyes; -{urc Women ſo blinded, ought above all 
things. to bop of our blefied Saviour, as the 
blind Man didin the Go/pe/, Lord grant me my 
hight, 'that they might clearly come ro fee them- 
} /eives, andtheir mn folly and ualixeſs. | 

:[y Sane 'rwould be impoſhble that handfom 
Women, could fo debght in this Deviliſh fin of 
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Pride, if they would but reniember,.chat hu. 
mility is as"well a certain” improvement-of 
beauty, as aconſtant 'inhabitanewith 'verrue; i} 
_ forhumilicy makes alitele beaury appear 'preat, 

but Pride makes a grear beaury to appear lir- 
cle; the firſt being raking to'all; the-ſetond 
odious to every one : The-more'beaury"a pi. 
pus young Lady has, the lels pride:ſhewill 
ſhew; like a Pyramid, thar ſtill leflens avi; ri- 
fes, and as a Philoſopher ſaid; He 'is 'a'brqve 
Man indeed, whoſe wealth, honour, 'and: power, 
wakes the leaſt part of his greatneſs ;-40'that 
young Lady -is a real perfeQ: beauty" indeed, 
that makes the handſomneſs of ther facey- the 
leaſt pride or concern of her-mind!; ſo''vaſt a 
difference there is between the vertueof the 
Soul, and the beauty' of the Face; as 'Seveca 
well obſerves, That Yertue'is the only. Immor- 
tal thing that belongs to "Mortality, atid-'we 
may alſo well obſerve, thatthe: beauty of- the 
' Face isthe moſt fading ching' rhat belonpsto 
frailcy. ': Methinks our proud Ladiesought'to 
remember the humility of David, who though 
a great King, was yet ſo humble as to ſtile him- 
ſelf a Worm (and no Man, but moſt of our-ce- 
lebrated' beauties, are ſo far from the humble 
| Cos of eſteeming themſelves Worms/and 
no Women, as they ate ſo highly proud, 'atid 
ridiculouſly fooliſh, that like the Babe/ proje- 
&ors, they hope ro Ture themſelves as high 
as the Heavens; for ſome of them OP 
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up:beauties, arereally but like your, 


Sthool-boys '/Paper-Kyres, which are only 
mounted into: the Skie, by the Wind,: and fall 


xo'the ground again /afſoon as it ceaſes to blow 


them-up. » -. | 

ob Really if I durſt venture to give my free 
vore as to my opinion of beauty, Iſhould tell 
the Ladies tbat I think 'tis a meaſuring caſt, 
and adiſputable Queſtion, which is moſt unſo- 
lid and: unlaſting, either the matter of this 
fine compoſition called beauty, which isin the 
handſomeſt Woman bur like the fading co- 
lour of a:7#lip, only pleaſant to the Eye; for - 


 alittle:time;-andthere's all; or the maker of ir, 


which is.no other than the various opinion of 
every gazers inclination, beauty having almoſt 
as many Fathers, as there are Men Judpes of it. 

Surely theſe vain proud Creatures haveread ' 
the Story of ' Theodofirus, a Spaniſh Prince, who 


+ Was raifed to be Emperor for his good Face'; 


and:therefore think they may well hope to be 
raiſeg not only ro an Empire over Men tor their 
great beauty, bur that they do well 'deferye'a 
great tranſcendency over the otdinary. rate of 
Women-kind,-burt indeed; ſuch high: beauties 


are at very beſt, but like Meteors, which are 


exhaled 
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r a'great deal below theHeavens. » 7) | 

- Bur ſuppoſe” I ſhould befa hi 
memal as to/allow theſe grear. 
fall Swing, and extravagantrange of their own 
vain proud and lofty fancies; that:they tareas 
far above the —_— ſort-pf Women, as'the 
 Skieis above the Earth, and thattheir motions 
were very generous and'ſublime, imitating 
* the Seca, which impatient to be confined by 
the bounds which God has given; 3s ſtill-Gve!- 
ling and ſtrivingromount andraifeatſelf above 
the ſurface'of the 'Earrh;' yer would: gladly 
learn, / becauſe I can-no way fancy how they 
will pretend 'to be begot there; except it be by 
the Man' in the Moon; and indeed-that may 
pollibly be ſome reaſon, why -ourgreat-beauties 
are generally ſo fickle and-iaconſtant in theit 
Love, as receiving their greatmutability from 
the influence'of the Moon, as their ammediate 

Parent. 336 | Toni 

5: Therefore my next Advice: to the vain 
Ladies, is ſtill ro remember that though;your 
beauties may be extraordinary,\ yet -your'lives 


can never be: Immorral on Earth ; 'and that 


your great beaury, and proud thoughts, inwaſt 
both periſh with you ; for ic may be rruly-faid 
of great beauties, what the 'P/a/mift ſaid-of 
great Princes, 7 hough you are (tiled Gods, yet you 
muſt: die like Men ; ſo though you may be calltd 
Goddeſſes, yet -you muſt die 'tike Women ; and 
| though 
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exhaled buria litele above the Earth, and//are 
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'of heagrs.:as cycr Alexander did of 
oms, Whoihad-no-more to ſubdue; yer 
a8 death has<2nainly. put a period, to his fug- 
Nob and life 3: ſa:he- nilccrcainly, v0 the wu 
1.yous brauty\and days... + 

\ For indeed. ahe greatelt beauty, is - bur liks 
ISIS clear,-themore {; 


8nd:cafily brokes ; for alas, take /beauty in ies 
very: Altitude, and greatglt fs, 'rip 
8:fabrick -' and madeyup! of ſo many 


gender pieces of fuch brittle ware, = | 


Contexture, as the leaſt ſpot or flaw, im any 
ane patt; ſpoils, or at caſt blemiſhes the luſtre 
of the whole ; —_ a— (96s 
07] 791-6! 
4, nuQue clus ho/ aver Heart, 
tiEmory plane pon a Mortal part: 


TOI you.ceblve, to :he all, over 


vertuous; and/diſcrect in Reputation, ſo as tg 


dive: iStipt-free ,:ufrom all the wounding 
Darts:26f cenſure, | yow muſt arm, your ſelves 
with. 2 clear and innocent complexion of, ver; 
tue{: to procure which, you mult aot only aby 
ain from-evil,. butghe very appearance of it, 
not oaly'from doing bad Actions, and keepi 
ill-Campany; buticyca the hearing, much 
cectiving 'vain-praiſes; and. as you ought. to 
ſhew:a general civility to all, ſo. you ought gor 
to oaks a particular/freedom tg any. 
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- -- In. a word, you muſt | -all your aQi- 
ons with” a ſtri&tprudence;/apt Jogety, 
areal humility, -a' vertuous" iour; and a 
eonſtant fear of God in/al] 'youſay and/do,and 
theſe will gain you praiſes, and make you well 
deſerve to be admired ; for So/omon Pt ov. 
x. 30. 'Tu- the Woman that feareth God fbull be 
praiſed, and by ſuch a bleſſed. and /holy'.kind 
of life, you will ſecure your ſelf apkinfllh 
Cenſorious talk of envious bablers, againſt the 
venom of thoſelying malicious Tongues, :Who 
are not fir- to be believed, \nor worthy ro'be 
fearcd. Co's \# I Ms £65 HXWBQ 3 
> +} Indeed-Ladies, the beſt way to make your 
earthly beauty, continue good and laſtingyisto 
be humble in| your own thoughts, and\not to 
pride, or value your felves more than .you 
ought; ſince ris fo vainy'\ and uncertain in its 


moſt loyely colours and complexion; for this - 


Will give Mena- juſt admication- of your pru- 
dence and modeſty, and preſerve the vertue of 
 , tt Tmmortal; beyond the duration of this-fair 
. and naked ſubſtance;' which ſome ſuddenacti- 
dent or diſeaſe can ſoon blaſt and rob of:alb irs 
blooming and yourhful vigour, ſtrip it of albirs 
gay atrirement, and you of ithar vain delightin 
your own felf-admiration; 'ſo' then beaury is 


only leſs commendable in/her, who-makes.it 


heronly ptide and concern to ſer it oft; andſych 
a Lady, thus trigg'd up, and furniſhed: our, by 
great aft and inycntion, by-glittering oppo! 
of | 2 
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- and proud oftentation, is bur like a fire- of _ 
Straw, it may-blaze much, bur it cannot laſt 
long, and whilſt it lights others, it conſumes ir 
ſelf, But a handſom Lady thar's free from 
afteQation and pride, and is bleſſed with 
an Piety, and rrue Humility, is like the 

cayenly fire in Moſes Buſh, which burntand 
lighted others, and yet never conſum'd it ſelf, 

A handſom woman thart is very proud, does 
but enjoy her beauty, as the Miſer does his. 
Wealth, who does not ſo much. poſſeſs ir, as it 
poſlefles him; and therefore your truly pious 
Ladies, do but uſe their worldly beauty, as 
the Apoſtle ſays we are to uſe this World, that is, 
a if we uſed it not, by a godly habit of mind, 
conſuming all the uſual vanity afte&ed 'by 
others in the pious refleftion, that there's -no 
true verrue, or durable {atisfaCtion in it. 

We read in Genefis that good old Abraham, 
made no other uſe of all his wealth, than ro 
purchaſe him a Grave; O why ſhould not all 
proud Women imitate him, and though they 
be never ſo rich in beauty, employ it alf in 
Purchaſing a Grave of Humility, to bury the 
duſt of their Pride in; and by fo doing, they 
will certainly find a Reſurrection of true Glory 
out of it, which will raiſe to chem Garlands of 
perpetual Praiſes, of ſo Heavenly a nature, and 
' Vaſtanexrent, as'they will as much excel all 
the falſe yain glircering ſplendor of this World, 
as the noon day brightneſs, ofa Summers Fo 
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Glow-worm, which cannot beleen, but by the 
help of darkneſs. 

6. I ſhall next adviſe the vain Ladies, tore- 
ſolve to new mould their Lives in this Spiritu- 
al frame of Reformation, and to ſquare out all 
their ations by the GoldenRules of Piety and 
Vertue. I heard of a Gentleman that being 
dangerouſly ill of a Dropfie, went to afamous 
Phyſician for his Advice, who bid him abſtain 
from all Drink for a Twelve Month, and it 
would Cure him: I am confident the like kind 
of Remedy would cure the fine Ladies, let 
them bur abſtain from all vain thoughts on 
themſelves, and.nort hearken tothe yain flatte- 
ries, and praiſes of others but for one Year, 
and "twill certainly cure them of that Devi+ 
liſh diſtemper of Pride; for by one Twelve 
Months baniſhing it, and converfing only with 
vertue and humility, which are inſeparable 
friends, they will certainly make them fo reli- 
ojiouſly prudent, and happily vertuous, as to 
hare and ſhun all proud deſires, and flatterers 
Praiſes, and cauſe them to love only thoſe that 
Court them in the holy Language of Truth, to 
the Love of Godlineſs ; whichis the very belt 
way, they can cypreſs their Love to you, or 
you your Loye to your ſclyes; and truly La- 
dics I cannot fee the leaſt reaſon, why you 
ſhould be againſt this holy change, ſince it 
will not be a parting with, nor ſo much as a 
Re- 
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be a better means, to enlarge and improye 
them, by placing and fixing your mind, on a 
much more noble object, and a far finer enter- 
tainment, by tranſplanting your affeCtions, 
into a far richer ſoil, from Earth tro Heaven; 
from the fading vanities of this World, to the 
never decaying felicities of thenext; and when 
once a young Ladies Inclinations are firmly 
rooted in a real deſire and hearty endeavour 
for this bleſſed Change, ſhe will foon find that 
her Love will become fo piouſly purified, that 
inſtead of her fixing it on mortal Man, ſhe will 
only dedicate it to the ſervice of the ever ljving 
God, whoſe ſervice is 1till truc happineſs, and 
perfeCt freedom. : 

Then ſuch a Lady will be happy above the 
low Region of all worldly flatrerers and the 
more vain concerns of a fading beauty, ſhe'll 
not value the rallying ſcofts and contemprs of 
thoſe who deride her humble and ſtrict de- 
portment, now ſo much out of faſhion among 
the vain Ladics of our times; for ſuch a reform- 
ed Lady, whole mind is truly ſanctified, will 
extract uſes of vertue, out of ſuch extravagant 
Womens vanities, like the Bee, that ſucks 
Hony out of all ſorts of Ven»mous Herbs, 
and like Fire, that turns all things within its 
compaſs to its felt; and ſuch a Ladies holy 
courſe of Life, will be ſteady and certain in 
its progreſs like the Sun in his daily motion, 
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nothing of Storms or changable weather, can 
ever haſten, or retard its regular courſe; for a 
Lady that's in the holy ſtate of true Mortifica» 
tion, her conſtant Piety will ſo purifie and 
draw off her inclinations from all vain paſtimes 
and modiſh yanities, and from thoſe foul dregs 
of impurity, that are the uſual attendants of 
a vain idle London Life, that by this Transfi- 

uration of Mind, and pious habit of Life; 
= Converſation will be as the Ape ſays, 
fixed up.in Heaven, and we all know that the 
upper Region of the Air it ſelf, will admit of 
no Storms or Thunder, for they are all formed 
below it. 

And farther that Lady who is fo bleſſed as 
to have her hcart touch'd with this Magnetic 
vertue of truc godlineſs, her thoughts will be 
elevated to ſuch a heavenly pitch of ſpiritual 
verrue and religion, as ſhe wR deſpiſe all the 
young Gallants fine words; deep ſighs, and 
languiſhing looks, with all their high Praiſes, 
and ſhowers of Complements, which will 


' work no more on her ſan&tified Mind, than 


ſhowers of Hail on the tops of well covered 
Houſes, which fall oft, as ſoon as it falls on, 


without ever touching any of the inward 


part. 
And whercas our vain Ladies receive the 
extravagant encomiums and flatreries, I might 
have almoſt ſaid Adorarions, of their yain Gal- 
lants as the Lawſul Iſſue of their own why 
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ded Merit; a truly. pious Lady, will only 
hearken to all rhe Airy Praiſes young Men a- 
i:ribe to her beauty, to be bur the Baſtard 
brood, of their own abundant fin, and folly, 
and ſhe will make ſuch pious refle&tions on 
ſuch young Mens overmuch praiſes, grounded 
on. a ſenſe of her own unworthineſs of them, 
as ſhe will not only deſpiſe their .cxtravagant 
ſpeeches, but themlelves for ſpeaking of them ; 
which doubtleſs cannot but be veryacceptable 
to God the ſearcher of all hearts, who ſtil 

rveth grace to the humble. 

Therefore Ladies, if you really defire true 
piety and humility, I muſt adviſe you again, 
and again, never to hearken with delight, or . 
hear with belicf, or indeed ſuffer with pati- 
ence, but ſhun with diligence, young Mens 
airy praiſes and Complements, nor yet coun- 
renance their flatteries ; for multitude of Prai- 


ſes cannot but perplex young Ladies Minds, as 


many Lights ſtill confound the Sight; and 
therefore when you hear young Men give their 
Tongues ſuch looſe liberties, and over large 
ranges, in magnifying your beauty, remember 
ſuch high Complemental expreſſions are to be 
truſted no more, than the Chriſtian Flag of a 
Turkiſh Pyrat, which he only hangs out, that 
you might eſteem him your triend, that there- 
by he may make you become his Slave. 
Therefore Ladies keep {till about you this 
preſervative of your yertue, that you look up- 
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onall the yain Gallants, that Court you with 
high Complements, and great praiſes, ro be 
bur ſo many Fuzas's that come to betray you 


| __—>with a kiſs, and do not believe their Oaths, 


either on the account of what they ſwear, as 
to your great beauty, or their own true Love; 
for really flattery and vain praiſes, are now 
grown ſuch common Arts, among tond Lovers, 
as well as great States-men, and Complemen- 
tal Courtiers, as we often meet the truth of 
their meaning, in the contradiCtion of their 
words. 

7. My laſt concluding advife to the vain 
modiſh Ladies is; when one of you is curiouſly 
beholding and admiring your fine Face in your 
Glaſs, and: find that the preat beauty of ir, 
raiſes proud rhoughts in_ your heart, (which 
is almoſt as common among handſom Ladies, 
as 'tis for them to look in their Glaſs, which 
nothing can be more common) humble your 
pride with theſe mortifying refleCtions, that 
this very fine Face of yours, that you like ſo 
much, love ſo well, andare fo taken with, and 
tond of, muſt unavoidably in a little time be. 
come loathſom, rottenneſls, ſtink, and corrupri- 
on, turn odious either to be ſeen or ſmelt, which 
1s as very certain, as mortality it ſelf; and 
death you know is not only ſure ro meet you, 
but you are expoſed by a thouſand accidents 
r0 meet it, whilſt you are travelling in this 
Earthly Pilgrimage ; for the ſpritely gaiety of 
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yur bloſſom youth, can only let you know 
ow long you may poſlibly live, but can give 
no advance ſecurity how long you certainly 
will ; therefore young Ladies as well as old 
Men ought ſtill tro march-under the ſafe Con- 
duct of a vertuous Lite, and not to truſt to 
the temptation of along Lite, butto rely only 
on the bleſſed ſecurity of a good one. 

I ſhall! conclude this Diſcourſe and Book 
with the good ſaying of an excellent religi- 
ous perſon, That the wvaineſt beauty on Earth, 
cannot \juſtly deny this great Truth, that beauty 
is not abſolutely neceſſary to the good of this Life, 
but that Piety is eſſentially neceſſary both to the 
good of this Life, and the next too, ſince one 
may live well, without beauty, but one can nei- 
ther live or die well without Piety. 
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ingenuouſly, or ated contrary to the Pri 
Virtue and Morality; I have ever lov? 


and conſpicuous.to the World.. This  fincere 


private Thoughts and Meditations, durgn 


Preface to OA READE R- 


HE Reaſon which induced me to wrico 


this Book, mas with. good Deſign, to re= 
form thoſe unhappy Fr ices an Mil I{car« 
Fiages,: which hwy proved fo fatally miſ# 


chievons to. our preſent Happineſs, and Tranquility ; 
#nd therefore you will find, py I have not ſpared any 
Charatter, or Condition of Men, who have lived diſe 
iples of ſober. 
to diſplay 
the-Charatiers of Truth, and. to ſet forth a lively Re< 


preſentation of Thin "gs as they appear fairly viſible, 
dealing, 


is the main Purpoſe of theſe' following Diſcourſes, 
which are the ſmall 1ſue and Regreation of n = 


Years Retirement in the _ x vom I To 


of ny Time "in ſeriaus Re 
Changes and: Inſtability 
iu Writing theſe Eſſays, I have made # 
Gare, as RE As.*tis nk 
mon Roads, and ordinary. Pats, 
of Men's Wit ordinarily tra 


flethuans, upon t 


: And there:are 


few of theſe Swbjets that have pe been treated on 
before, though I. confeſs, that'Proviſiens of ſuch Pir-. 
gin Themes, are now grawn \ſcamy, and are very: 
hard to be found.;, when the very beſt and nobleft Wee 
ters, with all: their Stores of ; Wit and Learning, are 


often ar a loſs,” and. forced to uſe cold Meats to gar- 
iſh up their T able : ar] 47 Wits, (ke French 

the ſame 
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The Preface to the Reader. 

Sawce, and other nice prooge that the very taſte 
of the Meat the Diſh it made of, is hardly diſcern- 
able.;. yet tq-find nem s to. Write on, or to 'Po- 
liſh old ones withi that £uvious Nicereſe and Dehicacy 
of Faxcy, as may pleaſe the more Witty and Ingent- 
05; 15 8 Tackfar more\imricate-and difficult to En- 
deavour:; and therefore 4 am ſatisfied, that I need nci- 
ther conſult rhe Oraclg,- une pretend to the Spirit 
of 'Propheſie, "5 forreell; theſe Enſuing -Diſ- 
corſes can nevervehſy well with all forts of Keagers; 
where the Fimcies of Men ave fo. Zeneraly Critical and 
Cenforious,” thar 'Momus like, they) Carp at every 
that _— chem; and ebejx ments are ſo 
viciouſly a 4;''that they are! Ly fed to 
follow Ge 'Þ uh, bur ray icliped” Is rnb 
thr Good. WA CS. COLES | 
© And ow; De "Yebes: Popular v joan how: are 
nant fo predominant of late," as the\rr'of f lywng, Diſſi- 
nxtation and 'Filſiry," which do'\{o\ generally prevail 
over ajkour Words anabvyA6tions., as: nvofþ — 
liok-on Truth 10 be but, "meer Chimeray" and nora. 
thing vealy\\ repeared; in alt\ our Promiſes but 


| feldon pevforti dune oof Phalhiaes.;\ for nowhe- 


n, and Court choſe Perſons. 

beeaiflikes, Praiſethoſe. be dnefts; "and. Spenk' 
har be does 101 tibnls "way, ave what he me-' 

wermeans to- perform, yin our impure Ate, fo int-" 
rodiſtly qualified, \a br" #6 "raiſing; -aiphes 2 "makea' 

good \Conrier,; "A great \Star66-man;" of. fl: much as a 

pehrick pouick German for he Times 9 | 

-tThus Policy 

70Ww corrupt ety roof ; \and we rather ſtudy to att: 
il, - than ſtrive. ho do welly  flighting God's Holy Laws, 

19i follow wicked Cuſtoms and Examples, \which have 
made \o deep nn Impreſſion on ds and Affetti-' 


mbo canner ra 


_ who Wwe _ mo So "Deiry-by ſenſual Plea-\. 


ſures, 
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The Preface 'to the 'Redder, 
ſiwes, and ſerve no other God but Self=Intereſt 1, "maſh. 
ing Vertue Mercenary to thoſe ſervile ends of Flatrery 
ana morldly Advantage, while we negleft a mare ho» 
neſt Truth, and Sincerity of goodneſ341 or Attiony,- 
as things very unſuitable to the preſent Faſhion "and 
Prattice of Gentlemen. © Thus, Debawuthery + is ſo - 
deeply rooted in Mens minds, that "tis grown Power» 
ful and Imperious, as it bas been ſetled by long Cuſt one, 
and conntenanc'd by great ' Authority : Vanity and 
Vice are now follow'd, as a common Mode, and not 
look'd. on as any real Crime, or Scandal; when Oaths, 
( which the Apoſtle" tells us, ) ought to be uſed for the 
ending of Strife, are employed 10 \adoru'and fill up 
ar Talk; and we are generally become ſo wickedly 
Kain and Proud, \ as we eſteem: nothing good, that 
hinders us at any rate- tobe great. | 

- Therefore, theſe following Diſcourſes will have no« 
thing in them, of rhe Nature of the pleaſant Mann# 
in'rhe Wilderneſs, for that gave a graceful. Guſto, 
anſwerable- to every 1ſraelites differing Taſte, but 
('f am ſure, ) theſe" will only give a reliſh'to a 'vir- 
tou Palate, and'ſo maſt needs prove unſavory, and 
diſagreeable to the'profant+ Opinions, ana vam De- 
bancheries of the. Vitioſo's of our Times: But realty 
my*Defign is, as far from Complementing ſuch Mens 
1 woes, as their wicked Lives will be from fol-- 
lowing' my pious Advice ;, aud therefore, I cannot 
help thoſe who are offended for ſpeaking Truth, and 
hate to be reprovd for their Follies.  'F muſt freely 
own, 1 could not forbear to repreſent - the Charatters 
of any ſort, or Profeſſion of Men, whom 'T thought * 
guilty of any Irregular Vice, or Immorality, now of 
ſcandalous Fame and Faſhion in the World ;, and this 
I have done, that I may reform the Indiſcretion, and 
(-if 1 may ſo ſay, ) the Idleneſs of Mankind, which 
like Deſpair, will poſſeſs no place in owr Minds, on 
Wwrere 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
where it firſt finds 4 Vacuity of Virtue; ſince light, 
penance never take up 0ur Employme 
And become our Buſineſs, but only. for want of 'our 
being -Prepoſſeſs*d\ with more ſeriaxs and ſolid Enter- 
t4inments , God having infuſed a oyoly ative Prin= 
ciple in Man, which nothing but Death can ſuppreſs ; 
and therefore, when Men ceaſe to aft, they ceaſe: to 
be ; and every forbearance of a. good and virtueui 
Aion, makes Room for, and gives Place to 


- vicious, ones; our corrupt Natures, being like Mill- 


ſtones in Motion, if they want Griſt to grinde, they 
will be ſure to fire and ſpoil one another. 

- . But now, not to detain you any longer in the Pres» 
Iimitary of this Diſcourſe, 1 muſt ebſerve _—_ 
That Nature never gave me any great fhare of Wit; 
nor yer 1 my ſelf, ever made any: Improvement of 
Learning ; therefore, I can only. daub with unteme 


 pered Mortar, and mui} ſeem rather to - Seribble 


than Write: .. And now, when theſe Diſconrſes want 
thoſe twa main Ingredients, your own Experience. 
will too ſoon convince you, what dull lumpiſh Stuff. 
they muſt needs be Compoſed of,, that have nt. the 
fiery brick - Elements of Wit and Learning in. their 
Conſtitution , which muiF needs render - theng\ 
Impotent and Barren, as to the bringing forth any 
Ingenious or, Agreeable Entertainment to the Reader, 
more, than what ( I bope,). [they will yield to. in+\ 
creaſe the Growth of fober Virtue and Morality in 
the World; and which is '4 ſufficient Apdlagy..#0: 
juitifie my good: Intentions, and to Plead Pardon for 
the Freeaom.. of this Publication, - 412K 
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The FIRST 


DISCOURSE. 


Of a Pious, Retir'd, Contemplative Life ; 
and the Changes and Inconſtancies, that 
commonly attend a Court One. 


Few Lines will ſerve to name the 
Heads of the firſt Branch ;' but a- 
Volume will hardly ſerve, to con- 
tain the various Scenes of Incon- 
| ſtancy, that,uſually attends the lat- 
ter. So that I ſhall ng&d to write little of a 
Pious, Contemplative Life ; nor will I write 
much, on the many Changes and Inconſt ancies, 
that do ſtill follow a Court One. 

A Pious. Contemplative Man, is one who gives 
himſelf to ſtudy the Law of God, and Nature 
and employs his Time, and makes it -his Buſi- 
neſs, to recreate himſelf in Holy Contempla- 
tions, and conſtant Religions Refle&ions, on 
the wonderful Work of the Creation, and the 
merciful means of our Salvation : The one, 
Demonſtrating God's admirable Power; the 
other, his Infinite Mercy ; and both joyn in re- 
quiring our higheſt Praiſes, and greateſt Thanks, | 
to our Gracious God, the Maker of us, and 
giver of them ; and who being infinitely mer- 
ciful, we can neyer exceed in our greateſt 
B Obedi- 


— 


Pg 


Obedience ; nor yet in our: moſt ſublime 
Praiſes. 
- A true Pious Philoſophical Man, entertains 
and pleaſeth himſelf in his, own retir'd Con- 
templations ; and. like Holy David, he rejoy- 
ces, and diverts himſelf in reading God's Laws, 
and keeping-his Commandments z and will be 
ftill ready, not only to Fear his God, and Ho- 
nour his King, but to Love his Neighbour, and 
ſerve his Country and Friends, even to the lay- 
ing down his Life for it, and them, on a good 
Account ; which is ſuch a kind of Noble and 
Valorous Friendſhip , - as ( I doubt) many of 
' the vain Courtiers will not be over-forward to 
engage in the Practical Part of it, being much 
more ſafe, and ſuitable to the Conſtitution of 
their Employment, and the Delicacy of their 
Life and Dreſs, to preſent a hundred Comple- 
ments in the Court, than venture one of their 
Lives in the Field ; ſince by it they run a dou- 
ble Danger ; not only that of loſing their 
Lives, "but that of ſpoyling their fine Clothes ; 
and therefore, they ought above -all Men, to e- 
ſteem it more Safe ' and Prudent, to leave the 
fighting Part, and the grinning Honour that 
often attends it, to the Mercenary Soldier, 
whoſe Manly Faces being us'd to Fatigue, are 
much fitter for it, and better able to endure it, 
and who ate bound by their Trade, and for 
their Pay, to hazard their Lives ; whereas, the 
ſpruce -Coxrtiers, by their fine, nice, and ſafe 
Profeſſion , need only expoſe their Comple- 
. ments, to pleaſe ſome þy hearing of them, and 
prejudicing others, by relying on them : For 
Courtiers may well anſwer the Soldier, as the 
Philoſopher did the Seaman, who being in a great 
| Storm, 


Storm, afid ſhewing, much Fear, one of the 
common\Seamen came to him, and” askid him, 
If he mas not aſham'd, being 4 Philoſopher, to be 
afraid of Drowning,” when he-was not? To which 
the Philoſopher gravely anſwer'd him, That there 
was great difference between zheir two Loſſes, for 
you can only loſe the Life. of - an ordinary Seaman, 
but I ſhall loſe the Life of an extraordinary Phi 
loſopher. 

A Pious, Contemplative Man, never endures 
the great Danger , and common - treuble of 
Idleneſs, becauſe he dayly-entertains, and dis 
yerts himſelf in Holy Contemplations.z he con- 
ſiders the Momentary Flaſhes of all the De- 
lights and Vanities here on Earth, and of the 
Bleſſed Comforts, and Eternity of Felicities, 
that the good Chriſtian may expect, and will 
poſleſs in Heaven. 

And farther, a true conſidering Man will 
find, that his ſerious Meditations, and RefleQti- 
ons on the wiſe Counſels, high Mercies, and 
powerful Operations of the Almighty's 
wonderful Works ; together with the Vanities 
a good Chriſtian is bound to reſiſt. The Temp- 
tations he is to mortifie, and the Evil Inclina- 
tions he js to watch over and ſubdue, will at- 
ford him ſufficient matter of Entertaintnent 
and Buſineſs, though he poſſeſs'd the Strength 
of an Atlas, and could live the Age of a Me- 
thuſalem, | 

Our moſt excellent Poet Cowley, whoſe Vers 
ſes, like the Sun, muſt ſhine in great brightneſs 


to the Worlds end: And as none of the other - - 


Poets writ like him, ſo he lived like none of 
them; for-they commonly ſo take up their 
time among their falſe Gods, as they allow 
# B3 little 
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le to ſerve the only* true One ; but the fa- 
mous "Cowley made'writing Verſes his: ofily 
Paſtime, and living” vertuouſly, his Buſineſs; 
for his Life-was as truly *Meritorions, as' his 
Poetical Vein was highly Ingenious : Tna word, 
Ineed ſay no more of this excellent Perſon, than: 
that he liv'd as well as he writ. | 

This Poet ſaid; That the firft grand Miniſter 
_ of State in a Kingdom, had not ſo much Buſineſs in 
publick; as a Contemplative Man has in private ; 
for as the one has 'not the leiſure to be alone, ſo the 
other has not time to be in Company : The one hav- 
ing but part of the: Aﬀairs of one Nation 'under his 
Conſideration, the” other, all the Works of God, 
and Nature, which ſure, is able to find Employ- 
ment enough, to prevent any want of it. 

To which I may well venture to add, though 
he's altogether unconcern'd in the Attendance , 
or- Dependence - of a Court Life, where we 
have. common Complements, but little Reality; 
many, falſe Appearances, and glittering Scenes, 
great Uncertaintics, large Promiſes, and ſmall 
Performauces after long Attendance; beſides, 
the Tempeſtnous toſſing up and down ,- and 
hunting after the chief -Favorite, -of governing 
Faction , which, Courtiers mnſt {till Court, 
Praiſe, and humbly Cringe to, and conſtantly 
wait on, and at leaſt, ſeemingly admire; tho? 
it be often after no other manner, than the 
Tna;ans offer Sacrifice to the Devil, that he may 
do them no harm. 

O how happy then muſt a retir'd Contem- 
plative Life be, that's free from the Crowds 
and Hurries, tedions Attendancies, and vain 
Appendencies of a Court, which I look wpon 
to be juſt like the Popiſh Religion, made up _ 
| 5 | J 
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1y of fine, Cergmonies and Shew ; Many Com- 
"plenxents,: and. little Truth; where. you-may 


meet many. Humble Servants, and hardly. one 
true;Friend : And no wonder Courtiers are 


not realiFriends to others, when "they have 


xot time to.'be ſo to themſelves, being ſtill "in a 
Crowd:and Hurry, and fo --buſily. employ*d to 
be great Courtiers, as they have not leiſure to 
be good Chriftians; being fo - taken up after 
Court Preferments, and in Court Attendency, 
as they have-no time to ſpend in- Holy Con- 
templations. Many Courtiets, (1 think, I 
might have ſaid , ' moſt) _ living ſo in this 
World, as if they had no Account to make in 
the next ; - and. living fo to others, as indeed 
they themſelves Mgt. OM0y are to die. f 
And as theſe are MHeries, that moſt Cour- 
tiers are ſubje&t too), 10. there are others as 
great, which few Princes are free from ; which 
are the venomous Tongues of Flatterers, who 
extol their Soverajgns, as perfe&t Maſters of 
all thoſe Heroick Vertues, which rendera great 
Prince compleatly good, and perfectly. great, 
though they have them not ; but never name 
any of the Faults they have; and *tis indeed 
ſuch conſtant over-Praiſes, that benumbs ( if 
I may ſo ſay ) the Minds of many Princes, and 
blunts the Edge of their endeavours, after 
thoſe Princely Vertues, they ought to know 
perfetly, and prattiſe conſtantly ; ſuch over- 
Praiſes often blaſting the Fruit of their own 
good Natural Inclinations, and ſober Vertuous 
Intentions, and fo increaſeth the Puniſhment of 
their failings; becauſe their Account mult be 
the larger, and their Fanlt the greater , 
the more they are truſted, and the more 
B y they 


Da PL. % _ 
M4 - £2 4 — 4 - n > PC w : 4 Þ ” 
4 1 F, , p "Sz 3 »* _— - .w : * 4 PRE. - ? & 
j4 fs , 4 "> l x G . ” ®« G5 Fe . 
Þ- j : - P \ 'F. 
> 'S © 
- ” . 


- 
- - 
_ =_—- AH 
i 2" 


> poody, aftÞ-UBCH, not, 
" And truly, the deftfuftive and tomiiioh Inv 
feftions of Flattery, Eannorjoſtly'be appropria- | 
ted, and limited to any one Conrty fince *ris a 
£eneral Infeftions Diſtemper, ſpread: over-all 
Courts; (and.that is the beſt, that has' the 
leaſt ) to eſteem 'moſt in "Men; what'is leaſt 
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_ Falvable; andts valie leaſt what'is moſt eſteem 


able : 1 mean, much Riches, and' high 'Titles; 
before freat Vertne, and true Merit 3 and flat- 
tering Complements, before real Truth ; 
which we ought not to -wonder at among 
Courtiers, if we conſider ?tis natural to us all,. 
rather to delight in ating many Vices, than to 
be' reprov*d'for the uſing any one; and there- 
fore we ought not to think it ſtrange, that Prin- 
ces donot like to be told; either of their be- 
loved Vices, or natural Infirmities, it being a 
Language that is as nneaſje, as *tis unuſual in 
great Kings Ears, and therefore ſeldom pro- 
duceth other Fruit, than the ſowr ſort of Di- 
flike, if not Hatred; or at very. beſt, great 
Surprize, For as light Mony agrees ill with 
true Scales, ſo Unhandſomneſs never likes the 
true Glaſs. 

There goes an old-Story, and perhaps tis 
but a meer Story, of that Excellent Princeſs 
Queen Elizabeth ; whoſe Features of Her Face, 
not reſembling the Perfeftions of Her Mind , 
Her Servants were very obligingly careful, 
that She might take Pleaſure in ſecing Her- 
ſelf, as well as all Her Subjetts did delight in 
beholding Her. And to accompliſh this their 
deſire, the Ladies that ſerv'd Her Majeſty, or- 
dered falſe Looking-Glaſſes in all Places Her 
Majeſty yas to be in, or paſs by, which fo arr 

| | of rer'd 
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ter?d her as She: ſtill look'd fair and fat: But 
one Day at an Entertainment , Her Majeſty 
paſſing through a Room, ſaw Her Face in a 
true Glaſs, which ſight appeared fo ſtrange as 
ſhe ſtarted at it, in no ſmall ſurpriſe and con- 
cern ; which a witty, nimble Courtier obſer- 
ving, and gneſling at the Cauſe, went imme- 
diately and looked in the ſame Glaſs, and ap- 
; © by ſo frighted at himſelf, as he ſtarted 

ck, and broke the Glaſs in pieces, ſwearing, 
It mad: him look like a Devil. The ſight of this 
his Carriage, ( as the old Story ſays, ) fo fatis- 
fied the Queen, as the Faults ſhe ſaw in her 
Face, She fancied was the Glaſſes, not Hers : 
the Application makes it ſelf. 

But tho? the features of this Queen's Face 
were not exattly beautiful, yet Her Wiſdom, 
and Policy in Goveraing, was moſt compleat- 
Iy Excellents Witneſs the long happy Peace, 
and rich plentiful Times, England enjoy'd du- 
ring all Her Reign ; Her true Goodneſs, and 
great Wiſdom, and general Juſtice, making 
Her beloved at Home, as well as Her great 
Power, and known Policy, made Her feared 
and reſpeted Abroad. And really England 
could not enjoy a more blefſed and proſperous 
Peace, under that moſt excellent Proteſtant 
than it did fears and ttoubles under our late 
| Popiſh King ; who ſo over-acted his part, and 
over-ſtrained his power to bring and plant 
Popery in England, as by it, he caſt both his 
| Power and Perſon, quite ont of it, which he 
| muſt blame himſelf for, ſince had he kept with 
in his Laws, he might * ſtill have kept with- 
| in his Kingdoms: For Queen Elizabeth's Reign 
was not more proſperous, than the beginning 
B 4 '© 
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ofKingJame's hisReign was calm and peaceable. 
For certainly the Sun-riſfing of his Government 
was all bright and ſerene, without the leaſt 
appearance of any dark Cloud of diſturbance 
hanging over it, he agreeing well with his 
Parliament, and his Parliament agreeing well 
with him, as long as his Majeſty kept his Co-if 
ronation Oath, and often repeated Promiſes, fl 
of maintaining the Engliſh Laws, and the Pro-f 
teſtant Religion. | 
And thoſe black Clouds that appeared ſoon fþ 
after his entring into the Government, Þ mean ffi 
the Duke of Monmonths invading England , 
were ſoon allay'd and diſſipated; and as | his 
ill ſucceſs will ever be remembred, fo his Par- & 
ties puniſhment will never be forgot , being 
Recorded almoſt on every Tree about Taunton; 
for the Blood-thirſty Judy Fefferies, loving to 
act cruelty, but hating to ſhew mercy, never þ1 
conſider d that 'tis the vile office of an 
Executioner, to take away Life, and the high 
Mark of Sovereignty to give itz and thatCruel- 
ty isapt to a& any Fault, but Mercy; and Cha- 
rity to cover many: But this Judg ſo over-a&ted 
his part, in thebloodyTragedy of theV/”E ST, þ 
as If his Commiſſion had been rather to hang Þ 
all the Men of it, than only to Judg the-guilty F 
to It. | 
Indeed if King James had been as careful to 
maintain the Engliſh Laws, as he was ſeverein 
puniſhing Mormouths breakers 'of them, - he 
needed not to have fled from the Sovereignty 


of England, to ſtoop ſo low, as to become a 
Penſioner to France', where diſtreſied- Prin- 


ces are ſhelter?d, and relieved more on the ac- 
| count 


WS 
connt of great Vanity , than true Charity, 
or noble Bounty , the French King being ſa 
all haughtity, and ill humor*d, as he ſcorns all be- 
nceſſ low him, and hates all that pretend any equa- 
his lity to him: And truly I fancied King James 
ellSwonld have apprehended the ike fort of enter- 
,0-ftainment that his Brother King Charles had 
es, fifrom the French King, who at his firſt coming 
ro-Finto' the French Dominions was received with 
great civility, and high generoſity, he lend- 
on fling him S. Fermains Houſe to live in, and allow- 
anfling him a handſom Penſion to maintain him 
d , (with; but aſſoon as *twas the French King's in- 
hisfcereſt to abandon him ( Kings kindneſs ( eſpe- 
r- cially this Kings ) being but Intereſt) inſtead 
ng of continuing to treat him civilly, he baniſhed 
n; ſhim his Dominions ſhamefully, at Cromwels 
to (Deſire, which to my knowledg King James 
er (vas a witneſs of, as well as a ſufferer by. 
inf And truly, I do not hear that the French 
;h King has got more good Nature now, than he 
1- Had then, or follows his Intereſt leſs at this 
2- Time, than he did at that; therefore I fancied 
d King James would have avoided for the future, 
”, Þll Relapſes of that kind, and would have been 


g highly ſatisfied by keeping thoſe Laws he had 
y Ewore to maintain, and thereby to haye Reap- 

d the plentiful Harveſt, of Riches, Greatneſs, 
o nd variety of delights, that ſwarm and a- 
n Þound in England above all the Kingdoms of 
e the whole World. 


But I have ftray'd long out of my deſigned 
Road, and do therefore beg my Readers par- 
lon for it, and ſhall now end my lnterloping 
Rfleftions, and but juſt name, how King 
By James 
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James at his firſt coming to the-Crown, dic 
by his large and frequent Promiſes, and b 
the high eſteem, and greatReputation he had 
acquired, of having never broke his Word 
(the true Policy and great Wiſdom, as well a 
glorious, Honour, and Virtue of a great Prince 
did thereby give his Proteſtanfs Subjeas, ſom; 
pleaſing, but indeed meer flaſhy hopes. of en 
joying under his Government, and according 
to his promiſe, the full benefit of the Law 
and the free exerciſe of their Religion. | But hi; 
reverend Counſellor, Father Peters, (of evet 
curſed memory) and his Jeſuitical Crew,eſteem 
ed that too great a bleſſing for Proteſtant He 
reticks, to enjoy under a Popiſh King; there 
fore Jeſnit Peters, and his vile Aſſociats, were 
buſy in contriving, that as many of the Eng 
liſh Laws were writ in French, ſo many of 
the French Laws might be now writ in Engliſb, 
and made the currant Coin of England; and in 
a moſt eſpecial manner, that French one, of 
making the Kings Will, to be his Subjetts Law 
and to make Paſſive Obedience, to be, not on 
ly an Article of the Church of Erglands Faith 
but the conſtant exerciſe and Penance of their 

Religion, | 
But our comfort is, That Man propoſeth, but 
God d;ſpoſeth : And therefore as long as Pro- 
jeſtants are ſo Heavenly wiſe, to keep cloſe 
to Goſpel Dottrine, its moſt certain , they 
will be ſo Worldly prudent, as ta ſhun and 
deteſt all French Slavery, and Popiſh Superſti- 
tion; and that if King Fames has the Will to 
approve French ſlavery in France; yet- I hope 
he will never have the power to praQtice it in 
England 


( 11 ) 
England ; | am:ſure he cannot as long as ws 
make good to our ſelves, the noble Title, of 
Free born Engliſh Men, which I hope we ſhall 
never loſe, as long as the Sun, and Moon 
endareth. 

But my diſcourſe is not to refle& on French 
Slavery, but on Court Vanities, which are fo 
many, as they are fitter for a large Volume, 
than a ſhort Eſſay, which can only name bur 
few, of the very many. The Court is a place 
where obliging promiſes are often made ; but 
friendly ſervices ſeldom given, unleſs it hap- 
pens that by a Courtiers ſerving you, he ſerves 
himſelf to65, and then rather than not do him- 
ſelf a courteſy, he will do you one; for Self- 
intereſt is the conſtant darling of the Court. 
Therefore thoſe that deſire to ſee all Vices, and 
Flatterers puniſhed as they ought, and all ſorts 
of Virtues rewarded as they ſhould be, muſt 
g0to the Court of Heaven; for Earthly Courts 
are no fit Gardens to gather ſuch Flowers out 
of, but rather foul Weeds of Flattery, and 
Falſehood, and Diſlimulation. 

Truly in moſt Courts, Men are generally 
look'd upon by their Prince, not proportiona- 
bly to the true Merit that's in them, but accord- 
ing to the good or bad Charater, the favorite 
Courtier,or governing Party, givestheir Prince 
of them : For *cis indeed impoſlible, that great 
Kings can ſee all Mzns Aﬀtions with their own 
Eyes, or hear all Mens Complaints, with their 
own Ears, but muſt uſe thoſe of others ; as 
great Hiſtorians are often forced to take the 
Obſervations of foreign. Kingdoms, from 0+ 
thers Relation, not their own Knowledge 
R 6 And 
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And "tis natural for Subjets, as well as Princes, 
to truſt moſt, thoſe they value moſt, and love 
beſt. 

And as to Codrt Favorites, and their Friend» 
ſhip, they are generally fo byaſſed by  Fz&tion, 
and governed by Intereſt, and are ſtill ſo bu- 
fie to advance their own. Concerns, as they 
have not Time, if Will, to ſerve their Friends : 
And at very beſt, a Courtiers Court Favour to 
his Friend, 1s as uncertain as his Princes is to 
him. And how certain that is, Solomon tells 
you, by ſaying, Prov. 19. 12. A Princes \Fa- 
voir 1s as the Dew on the Graſs. 

In ſhort, all Princes Courts, are but like the 
World that contains them 4 a Scene of changes. 
And ſure, ſince Man was fſubje@ to change in 
the State 'of Innocency, no wonder we ſhould 
be all ſo, in this our Age of Vanity and Vice. 
And ſince the whole World is in a continual 
Motion, why ſhould we expett any thing in it 
to be fix*d ? For God, the maker of Heaven 
and Earth, as he planted Eternity in the firſt, 
ſo he ſowed Mutability over all the latter : 
And therefore we ought not to think it ſtrange, 
to fee the Scenes to change ſo often, and vary 
fo much in Courts ; and to behold there, the 
Great bronghrt low, and the little rais'd high ; 
zo have a man one-day a Favorite at Court, 
next day may bea Priſoner in the Tower : And 
all 'theſe Changes will not appear furprizing 
ro a Contemplartive Mind, ſince *tis no wonder, 
that in Courts where Tempeſts are frequenr, 
that Shipwrecks ſhould be common. 

"Tis indced great Folly, to expe&tany place 
oi certain. reſt, not only in the 'Court, but in 
TE IF E-:- ns ON this 
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this World, which is in a continual Flux + 
Yeſterday made room for to Day, and to Day 
muſt make room for to Morrow : The Spring 
gives way to the Summer, the Summer to the 
Autumn, and the Autnmn tothe Winter. One 
Generation paſſeth away , and another com- 
eth. In a word, we muſt till meet changes 
in-this World, till we are changed out of it. 
And truly I did not at all wonder, that K. Fawes 
made me a Fellow ſufferer in thoſe his Alte- 
rations in Jreland, and that I was disbanded 
ia the Crowd: of Proteſtant Officers in that 
Kingdom ; though not all at the very ſame 
time, yet /all on the very ſame Account, for 
__ Proteſtants, and to make room for Pa- 
pilts 

And in order, thereunto King Fames poſt an 
act of Parliament at Dublin, to make a forfei» 
ture of all the abſeat Proteſtants Eſtates, in 
that Kingdom, (excepting one or two) from 
them, and their Heirs for ever, without con- 
ſideration of Perſons, or examination of Faults; 
*rwas crime enough that they were Engliſh 
Proteſtants. But God be thanked, the Engliſh 
MensEſtates were as little time kept by the Iriſh, 
as they were at that time unjuſtly given to 
them. And ſo Fle trouble my ſelf no more 
here with Jreland, nor I hope will King James 
ever trouble Ireland hereafter, ſince he is ina 
much better Country, where I wiſh him long 
tinuance, 

And tho? I muſt confeſs that King Fames 
putting me out of a Poſture of ſerving my 
Country, was a Diſappointment I could not 
but be ſorry for;yet I was little ſurprized at ir, 
becauſe 
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becauſe I applyed my ſelfto the Sovereign Bal- 
ſam of Contemplation, which adviſed me to 
read the Parable in the Goſpel, of the Lord of 
the Vineyard, who pay'd him as much that came 
at the Eleventh Hour, as thoſe that endur'd 
the Heat and Brunt of the Day; and yet we” 
' read, that his Favour to the one, did not ſhew 
| hisUnjuſtice to the other: And ſure King Fames 

had as much Power then, over the - Officers 
_ of his Army, as the Lord had ar that time 
over the Labourers of his Vineyard, and he 
might, if he had pleaſed, have rewar- 
ded him as much, that came. but at the Ele- 
venth Hour iato his Service, as he that endn- 
red all the Heat and Brunt of the Iriſh War, For 
though a King is bound to diſtribute equal Ju- 
ſtice toall his Subjes, yet he is not oblig'd to 
beſtow his Favours, and conhde his Truſts e- 
qually on them all, but only cn ſuch whom he 
pleaſeth 3 and fo may oblige ſome with his Fa» 
vours, Without diſobliging athers by his Un- 
juſtice : Ard therefore, ſuch as Contemplate as 
they ovgnt, will do as [did ; which was to con- 
iider, that though "rwas not in my Power to 
alter that King's Will, yet it onght to be (111 
in my Power, to ſubmit my Will to Gods. 

All I ſhall add is, That if I had obzyed as 
zcalouſly the firſt part of the Commandment, of 
fearing my God, as ] did the latter, in truly and 
conſtantly ſerving and honouring my King; and 
could but ſpend the ſmall Remnant of my Life, 
in as hearty Prayers to my Maker, as I have 
@ll that is paſt, in true Loyalty to my Sove+ 
reign, Iam fare I ſhall diea happy Chriſtian, as 


wcll as I haye ever lived a Loyal Subje& ; For 
God 
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God neycr forſaketh them, that truly ſerve him. 


But 1 have long ſtray'd from my ſabje&, for 
which large Digreſlion, I humbly beg pardon 
but cannot yet finiſh this Diſcourſe, till I aſſure 
the vain Complemental Courticr, That if he 
would be per{waded to abandon the Vanities of 
the Court, (1 do not mean, the Employment 
of ſerving the King, ) for that's ſo great an 
Honour, as *tis not only the Duty, but ought to 
be the Ambition of the very higheſt rank of 
SubjeRts : And therefore, ( God forbid ) that 1 
ſhould deſign in the leaſt, to per ſwade Courtiers 
from ſerving their Prince; but from following 
the uſual Vices that attend the Conrrt ; in mak- 
ing great Complements by ſpeaking what they 
do not think, and promiting what they never 
mean to perform ; but. to be good Chriſtians, 
as well as good Courtiers; that is, be Zealous 
in ſerving their God, and that will make them 
faithful in ſerving their Prince, and teach th-m 
to delire rather to lead a Contemplative Life, 
than a Complemental One ; and to ahandon 
the Pride cf Life, to embrace the great Vertue 
of true Rumility, and to banith all meer Com- 
plemental Promiſes, to practiſe ſtil] real Perfor- 
mances , fince many Courtiers Complements 
are but a Shadow without a Subſtance z and you 
wjll then plainly ſee their Foily, and repent 
your own, for having been govern*d by them, 
and truſted in them, and waſted ſo much time 
about them. 

Then you will l:arn this good, and great 
Chriſtian Leſſon, Thar there can be no higher 
Happineſs and SatisfaQtion in this Momentary 
Life, than in the Contemplations, and Prepa- 
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rations for- an Eternal one in the Conrt of 
Heaven ; where the pions Chriſtian will enjoy 
an Eternity of real Felicity , without any 
Complement , and beyond all the Power of 
Wit, Malice or Envy, ever to invent the ſinall- 
elt Decay, or the leaſt Deficientey ; the Joys 
there, ſo much .tranſcending all the Delights 
we can propoſe here, as they are all we can ever 
hereafter aſpire to have : Joys, which as much 
{furpaſs all worldly ones, ( thongh all diſtilPd 
into meer Quinteflence, of Pleaſures ) as the 
molt earthly Happineſs, does the deluding 
Fancy of a Dream ; or the pure Spiritual Fes 
licities of the rational Soul, does the meer ſen- 
litive ones, of the Beaſts that periſh. But why 
do I go about ſtriving to make Compariſons, 
where there can be none? The unſpeakable 
Joys of Heaven, ſarmounting all poſlibility of 
any equal Compariſon on Earth. 

And now, I ſhall only add ene Word to 
conclude all, which contains much in lictle ; 
for I cannot ſay more, nor can you do better, 
than: to follow it; which 1s, To make it the 


main bulineſs of your Life, ſtrictly and con- 


ftantly to imitate the Man after God's own 
Heart, Holy David, who made keeping his 


. Commandments his Study and Delight ; for 


then you'l be ſure to make the exerciſe of Piety 
and Vertne, the Paſtime and Employment of 
your Contemplative Life 3 and if you once 
come to practiſe that, you will of conrſe cre- 
dit this, That as pore Honeſty maketh ſtill the 
beſt Policy, (though the worſt Courtier) fo true 
Piety, ever teacheth the beſt Wiſdom : For it 
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DISCOURSE. 

Of the Strange Nature, great Variety ; 

"and general Plenty of Wit, that's now 
every where, in the Opinion of moſs. 


F71T is now become a kind of Riddle; 
being a thing all negd,. few have, and 
yet - none want ; (I mean, in their own 
thoughts. ) For as Solomon ſays, A Foot 1s wiſe 
in his own Conceit , but "tis not his own Con- 
ceit can make him either Wiſe, or Witty, 
though he may reſt content, in the aſſurance he 
is both : For there*s a vaſt difference, between 
the nature of Content and Wit; for thongh 
all believe they have Wit, yet few poſſeſs it ; 
but for Content, all muſt poſſeſs it, that believe 
they have it. 

Wit is now become ſo common in the Opi- 
nion of moſt, that like the Air, there's no 
place in Town and Country, that's not full 
of it, being as uſual to our Ears, as Colonrs to 
our Sight; which are fo plentifal in all Places, 
as we can fee nothing elſe in. any. And 
though Wit may be much more pure and 
ſharp 'in ſome, places,” than others, (as the 
Air {till is,.) yet like” the Air, it fo abounds 
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ty any where. 


" \Witis now in-the World; like Jack-Pudding 


of ThE'Stape ;—alt-thir-fee-him; knows him, 
whilſt he knows few of all he ſees: And yet, 


though Wit is @ thing all believe they are 


well acquainted with, Cnay, moſt think, they 
aretrue Maſters of, )_ yet 1 am-confident, "twill 
puzzle Fhe ate be ltentlers, or” indeed, the 
moſt real poſſeſlors of it, to givean entire and 
compleat Definementof it, and to dray a Pi- 
&ure, as can ſhew, all; its Features, and. exact 
Dimen{ons ; there. being as mapy Degrees, 
differing Qualities, and various kinds of Wir, 
as there are ignorant Judges, - falſe Interpre- 
ters, :and partial Cenſurers of it: And indeed, 
moſt of theſe differ 4s much in their Opinions 
of Wit, as they Ao in. the Features of their 
Faces, or in the Motions of their Love, and 
their ſenſe of the Times; and therefore, (1 
fancy} I cannot compare Wit to any thing, 
better.than Light; which, though it appears 


ſtill clear to our ſight, yer it ſtill remains g0b- 


ſcure to qQur Knowledge, of being able to give 
2 compleat and perfe& Definition of. it. 

Indeed , we cannot judge of hearing ſome 
Men brag of their Wit, but as we ,ought ta 
do, of ſome, Mens boaſting of their Wealth, 
which is but by Uncertainty. For, if I ſee one 
that has much Mony, though I can certainly 
ſay he 18a mony'd Man, yet 1 cannot certainly 
fay, heis a rich Man, becauſe I cannot truly 
tell, whether it be all his own, or hot ; ſince 
poſlibly it might haye been, Mony only left 
him in keeping, or he may have borrowed .it, 
or taken it upon Intereſt, or come by it 

| | \_. _ diſhoneſtly, 
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i And it ſometimes pay rows to. be- the like, 
as to Wit ; which may on ſome certain Subjects, 
ow from ones. Tongue, and yet” not* truly 

ring from his Brain, as being only. the Ef- 
£ as of his good Memory 'of anothers Wit, 
affd- not the "lawful Iſſue of his own; and fo 
be rather repeats Wit, than ſpeaks it. For 
there's great robbing out of Books and Talk, 
as well as on the King's High-way. * 

For my own part, I do here freely confeſs 
my Ignorance, as to an ability, of being able 
to give a.true and perfe&. Character of the 
thing called Wit ; and therefore. I. ſhall not 
pretend ta teach you that, which I acknow- 
ledge, Ido not underſtand my felf, but muſt 
Teavet to the long Studies, and great Learn- 
ing of the Philoſephers; and when they can re- 
ſolye me, I will fatisfie you : But truly 1 fan- 
cy, "twill be as hard for them to tell by what 
Degrees and Meaſures, Wit works on | all Mens | 
minds in this Warld, as to tell by what Mea- 
ſures and Degrees, all Mens Souls will a&t in the 
next; which Ithink, none will pretend fully 
to determine in this. 

Therefore, my Deſign in this Diſcourſe, is 
only to write a little in general, of ſuch as pre- 
tend to a great ſhare of talking and writing 
Wit; who chiefly. employ it, in giving a 
Deſcription of the fickle Nature of the Times, 
and_ the ſubtle Intrigues, and Mode Diver- 
tiſements of it; with the various Changes, and 
- inconſtant Praftices of our fine Ladies, , and 
their young Gallants 3 end how they can ” 
tily 
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- and 4bvfc thoſe they Uo"not; Utcle valuing 

- whether they giye-a true Charatter of thei; 
their concern being more tb write Wit on both, 
than Truth of either. | 

There is many a vain Man who defires Wit; 

only to get the vain "Title of being one $ 
whereas a wiſe ſober Man, has ſo much trae 
Wit, as not to covet that vain Title, -ſince it 
may be purchaſed, when not merited ; for *ris 
but bribing two or three S_A Wits, of 
which there's ſtill plenty ( for Wit without 
Mony, isa Play will never be out of aQing,) to 
PrceElaim a Man one, and he will paſs for a Wit 
among Strangers, though he isas meer a ſtran- 
ger toit as them ; yet their crying him up one, 
will. be enough to make him thought ſuch, 
though he can neither write, nor ſpeak himſelf 
ONe. 
Thus the Eleftion of Wits, is ſometimes 
made like that of Burgeſles of Parliament, who 
are often choſen, more by the Bulk of their 
- Wealth, than the true ſize of their Wiſdom, 
and by their large Quantity of Friends, than 
_ by their deſerving Quality of. Parts. 

Mens Opinions in point of Wit, uſually 
differing like their Judgments in matter of Re- 
ligion, in which we all agree, that one Reli- 
Ion is better than another ; but we cannot all 
agree, which is the very beft: The Proteſtants 
think, they have juſt reaſon to believe theirs, 
better than the Papiſts, and the PapiiFs fancy, 
they have good cauſe to believe theirs, better 
than the Proteftants : And'the like may be faid 
of all Churches ; and therefore, if you will 
kear every Church apart,” they are every = 
| rae 


ſo, and believes it £00 and ſo' doubtleG'does 
every Man in it, or elſe he is a great Fool t6 
be of it; | And yet for all, if you*take every 
Church apart, they muſt be all in the wrong z 
forevery one will tell you, that every Chutrth 
beſides his is ſo, which makes it a meer Para- 
dox in, Religion ; for if you credit all, you 
' mult in effect believe none, ſince each contra» 
dis the other, 
So in the matter of Wit, all yield that one 
has more than another, yet no-one can convince 
all, who has the ſuperiority over every one, 
and is crown'd the Wit-laurel by an indiſputa- 
ble Conqueſt. And the reaſon of it ſeems to 
me very plain, becauſe there are very few that 
will believe, that anothers Wit ſurpaſſes his ; 
but this Man thinks he has as much Wit as that 
Man, and that Man, as t'other, and ſo to the 
end-of the Chapter; for there's no Man, that 
will allow himſelf to be ſo great a Fool, as to 
think himſelf one, and that he is fo very dull, 
as to have no Wit, or Wiſdom of any kind ; 
but one fancies, though he cannot write 
yet he does not ſpeakill; a ſecond ſort, though 
he can- do neither well, yet he fancies, he 1s 
able to give a wiſe judgment on both; and a 
third, though he has no Wit himſelf, yet he 
flatters his hopes, that by highly applaudi : 
thoſe that are Maſters of mach, to be eſteem" 
himſelf owner of ſome : Others of the moſt 
ſhallow and dullRank, pleaſe themſelves withthe 
vain thoughts, that they ſhall beeſteen”d diſcreet. 
concealers of Wit, by finiling at that of others, 
and ſaying nothing themſelves. Thus we may 
- fee, how this precious Jewel of Wit; is diffe- 
| rently 
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Pretender to it ;- ſo'that to get the Title of a 
Wit, is not ſo great a triumphant Conqueſt, 
nor- has it ſo much the Eſteem: and Admirati- 
on of ſober Men, nor the Tranſcendency over 
all Men, as the Maſters of it vainly imagin 3 
ſince, though much Wit isa thing few have, yet 
'tis that, few think they want; and' though 'tis 
common for Men to admire moſt, what they 
nnderſtand leaſt, yet *tis very rare, for any to 
value that much, which they think they need 


-little. | 


| Yet ſome Wits are ſo puft up, with thetr 
imaginary great priviledge by it, as they prefer 
the Title of a good Wit, before that of a good 
Chriſtian, and had rather live high than well, 
ſcarning to confine their Wit to any one kind ; 
but each of them will be an univerſal Wit, as 
Socraves, that would not confine his place of 
Birth to Athens, where he was born, but being 
ask'd of what Country he was, he ſaid, of the 
World. | | No 0 


_ . So many of theſe pretenders to Wit, are {p 
_ confidently miſtaken, and ſenſleſly preſnmptu- 
ons, as not to be fully ſatisfied with the vain 


Opinion, that one Man has more Wit than ma- 
ny_others, that probably have more than him, 
though he fancies he has more than them all, 
and that hein a manner ,monopolizes all Wit 
to himſelf; -and that his Wir, like the Sun, 
mult ſhine alone, knowing that nothing can be 
extraordinary that has its like, "Wes p18 
There are ſome of our great Coloſſos ſize Wits, 
(1 meanin their own Opinion, ) who like Men 
on great heights, think all under them, to be 
much leſs than really they are ; being fo _— 
: Tlie. 


but-a little faſter than anothers , they fancy 
their Wit does ſo too; and they- not only ran 
him down, but the othef: flies from him, juſt 
as'one.,/' that goes, down'a River ina Boat; 
if you row never ſo little faſter than the Stream, 

the River will appear preſently, as if it run 


- quite backward from you, only becauſe yourow: * 


aſter than the Stream runs, | 

Indeed, there are ſome vain-conceited Men, 
who by raſhly expoſing their Wit, |. expoſe 
- themſelves ſadly by. it ; their haggard Muſe 
flying to ſo high a Pitch, as neither themſelves, 
nor any ele can well comprehend their -mean- 
ing;.- [am ſure, ſuch Wits have nothing; elſe 
to hope for, but that Menwill ay of their Wirtz 
what» Hudybras faid of Brevity vo rb 

« That Brevity 1s always very good, 

- , Whether it be, or be not underſtood. 

-- But this is maſt certain, that Learning to 
Men, is as Manure-to Ground, which: by much 
digging,-and often ſfoyling, it ſo; mixes and 
incorporates with the Earth, as in time,-and 
by uſe, it cannot fail of rendring it rich,. tho? 
never ſo barren before.” So an igiforant Scho«1 
lar, by long Studies, good Maſters, | great 
Reading, and conſtant -Endeavours, may  inr 
time-become a learned: Man; yet there are {till 
great Degrees, and Syperiorities in Scholar- 
ſhip, becauſe there are many ſorts of Learning, 
as well as there are diyers kinds of Vertues, and 
forts of Wit. 

+ But (I think) weought not to judge by the 
ſame Rules and Meaſures, as to quick- Wit; 
which is generally eſteem'd to appear cleareſt 
In Poetry ; for though Doctor Buzby: « = 

owe 
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CER werfities, for which he is very 
| > *though he has _ many of his 
Scholars to make thouſands of true Verſes; yet 
Imevcrheard that himſelf or any of them, by. 
their meer School-Learning, ever made any 
Verſes fo extraordinary, as to paſs for very 
famous in the World. FLISE 
And no wonder, that this DoRor the beſt of 
SchooE-maſters, ſhould be no Excellent” Poet, 
when Cicero the renown'd Prince of the Orator's 
_ was not ;, ſome having a deep Underſtanding'in 
the folid parts of Learning, and yer but 
ſhallow Genius in the fanciful View: of Poetry, 
and many: fpeak well, who write ill, and's- 
thers write: well, who ſpeak ill: I remember 
Mr. Cowley told me, when he was alittle Boy 
at School under Do&or Busby, that he' whipt 
him ſeverely for ſtealing ſome Verſes, which 
he: himſelf had really made, which was ſurely 
upon this:falſe account of reaſoning ; that'he- 
cauſe none: of his Scholars in far more learned 
Forms, could make ſo good, that therefore 
Cowlky.conld not, and ſo concluded he had ſtole' 
them; 'the learned Doctor it ſeems not con- 
ſidering at"that time, that though much Lear- 
ming ſtill makes: a: great Scholar, yet-that' a- 
lone can never make a good” Poet,- or a-quick- 
Wit; no more than the: Vertues of a (noble 
Mind; :can make a beautifol Body, | which is 
not the Work of Study, bat the Gift of Na- 

ture. | 
Nor are there near ſo many good Wits, as 
reat Scholars in theſe Kingdoms ; nor do 
lieve there is ſo great adifference among the 
Wits, - as they. fancy. among themſelves, as if 
ofle 


zajgne, | lays, do [reſemble Steps/ 

& which.though they be. all higher and 
<< than one another, yet the very-higheſt Step 
& that, mounts upon the Supporters,of all the 
<< reſt, is but juſt as much aboye his next Step, 
& as the very lowermoſt is below his next. 

Thexefore if I might adventure to inſtru 
thel kinds of Wits, without being thonght a 
Fool for: my Pains; I would adviſe them to 
conſider, - that it. favours neither of. good; Wit, 
or true Wiſdom, to fancy they cannot place a 
juſt Eſteem on their own Wit; without caſting 
an Undervalyation. on that of others, by way 
of magnifying their own, becauſe they are not 
great Wits like them; when. "tis their Duty to 
inſtruc their Ignorance, than to. jeer- at. their 
Defects; for great Wits; ought. to; reſemble 
hone Kings, who are made ſach as wall to de- 

,. as govern thoſe under them. 

And I am: ſure, if they will hearken.to the 
Apoſtle's Advice,, which cannot be bad ; they 
are.not to deſpiſe, but; to prefer one another, 
in Honour and Love, and this is confirmed by 
the Prophets ; Wo wnto them that are: miſt jn their 
own Sight, and prudgat1in their own Eyes z and So- 
lomon. ſeems to give: the reaſon of it,, by fay= 
ing, There is more hope of 4 Fool, thas a: Man 
that's. over wiſe in his own Conceit, which 18 alfo- 
confirmed by the ſaying, of a great Philoſopher, 
that.a prudent Man is always ſparing in commend- 
fo: lone ," and backward in 4i/rormmending 


And beſides the Folly of Men's overvaluing 
their own Wit, there.is really more. kein in 
ing 
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thing erg -up for tving ety inch: Av/i- 40 
| It be ri6t moderared Þy the Rules of Vertueand 
Modeſty; than there can be ſhame in having bur- 
alittle; \becauſe many Men apply th es 
to, and rely on great renoutted- Wits, and to 
learn their opinion of others, truſt them/with 
their own; what they think of this or-that 
Man, and under what ſcandalous Charatters 
they have ſet out ſuch and fiich Perſons of Qua- 
 lity 3 by which great Indiſcretion, 'thiy veti- 
ture rot - only incenſing ſirigle Perſons, /bu- 
highly diſobliging and provoking whole” Fam 
lies to be their utter Enemies fot it. 
When God knows, fccording ts the wicked 
Tempet of our Ape, the leaſt haſty provoking 
word, is preſently io' highly reſented,{as if 
raiſes Paſſion, and creates Revenge, and 10 
deſtroys that Love and Charity, which as pood 
Chriſtians we. owe to all, (though ſcarce pay: 
to any. )/ Our Bleſſed Shviour commands; us; 
not only to forgive, but pray for our Enemits ;/"#6 
that: to ſhew Mercy is a Chriſtian Duty, but 
to ſeek Revenge is .@ bruitiſh, Crime, only fit 
for the Beaſts: of the Foreſt; not the Diſci- 
_ ples of the Holy Jeſiis. | il 
"I read a Story of- a eſtant Prince; _ 
had notice given him of a:Gantleman, that us? 
to wait on him often in his” Houſe, as-his: _ 
Friend, and humble Servant, and yet at-the xye-' 
ry ſame. time, was joy'd in a Plot to murther. 
him: 'The - Prince hearing it , and 
him, a$k'd if he had ever done any thingto dif- 
oblige him ; the Gentleman ſaid never-ani the 
leaſt, but rather the contrary z why then faic 
the Prince are you ſo wicked, as to joyn'ina 


ponett of murthering' me? bur that the.Gen= 
tleman 


Hleman denie4 with as great Confidence; as. 
Falſeneſs'; 'but the Pritice diſcovering to hin 
the whole\Deſign, with : the Time, Place and 
Manner; he was to. have aQed'it, he: found he 
could not longer difown his baſe treacherous 
Deſign. + 2) bes 

The Prince then deſir'4 him to. tell, him, 
what could be his Inducements to it, ſince he 
own'd he had never done him the leaſt Injury ; 
to which the Gentleman replyed;- he was put 
ypon it on the Account *twas fear*d he might 
prove an Enemy to' the Religion he was of; 
O faid the Prince if that be your reaſon, I'will 
ſhew - you the great difference, between the - 
Charity of my true Chriſtian Religion, and 
the Cruelty of your falſe bloody one, You 
would take away my Life only out of jealoufie 
that I may be your Enemy, and I now give you. 
yours” on the certainty that you are ſo. There- 
fore go and never more engage in ſuch bloody 
barbarous Deſigns. This was ſuch a noble kind 
of Carriage, that becomes not only every gene- 
rous Prince, ' but every religious Chriſtian. - 

- And really "tis juſt after this kind of manner 
we uſually behave our ſelves to our Maker, we 
viſit and wait upon him on Sundays in his 
Houſe of Prayer, as if we were his true Ser- 
vants, but we break his holy Commandments 
all the Week after, and combine together how 
we can moſt pleaſantly break them, by mur-- 
thering, or at leaſt wounding his moſt ſacred 
Name, by our - blaſphemous Oaths, as if we 
defied his Power; and needed not his Grace, 
and yet we can -hope for, nay what's much 
more; deperid on; juſt at the Hour of Death, 
Pardon for all the Sins of our Life, only for 
3 D aSking 
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sking" it, and upony no. othev deconnt- that L 
can faficy , but as this: Prince' did forgive his 
mort#l Enemy, - and  defigu*d-. Murtherer,, be 
canſe he was his Enemy, that the King'of Kings, 
will not be leſs merciful to, his own Creatures, 
becauſe they are his Enemies, and I'me ſure 
their own for being his. '+..090 

But: we: never - conſider, that whilſt we are 
relying on ſo much undeſerved Mercy from our 
God, we cannot -paſs by the leaſt; flighting 
word, or difreſpe&tful Action, 'done to - our 
ſelves ; when if we had the leaſt Grain of -trye 
Reaſon, or ſerious Conſideration in our a&- 
ings, we could not but confeſs, how irratio- 
na}, and difingenuous we are, by-(ch a manner 
6f- proceeding , fince certainly 2 Fault, com- 
mitted againſt our fellow Creatures, can only 
torment for ſme time in this momentary 
Life, and ſo cannot in the leaſt Degree equa- 
lize a 'Sin againſt God, which may tarment ns: 
to an Eternity, after we are dead. | 

But 1 am forry I muſt now fay,, that a Diſ- 
courſe I fear of Religion, does nat at all ſuit 
with my Theme of. Wit ; the true Wit can ap- 
pear in nothing ſo gloriouſly ſplendid, as in a 
zealous and conſtant PraQtice of Devotion, for 
that maketh wiſe to Salvation , which bare and 
ſingle Wit never can; but fince Lam engaged 
in Wit's Company, I muſt not yet leave him, 
but return again to him. {oi 

There are a ſort-of vain -pretending Wits, 
which fancy they-make a great-Noife and Busſle: 
in the World, when really "tis but ſuch a kind 
of ſimple miſtaken one, as that we read of the 
Hy in the Fable, ſtanding upon the'Axle-tree: 
of the Chariot, who ſaid, what a Duſt do Lraiſe 
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why i ny ſo exceedingly 


magnificent, 
and"tranſtending all other Princes; that aſſoon 
as he has-dined, 'he orders: his Trumpeters to 
ſonthd 0n-the Top of high Hills, to: give n0+ 
tice to all the petty Princes about-him,' that he 
has dint'd; and that they :may go to- dinner ; 
when'they-as little wait - his Hours, as hear his 
Trumpets; - | 
So theſe vain ſorts of Wits, when they write 
on +:Snbje&, preſently believe they have writ 
all the: Wax/ that can: be-on it, and have extra- 
Qed all- that?s- good, and ufeful out of it, and 
great Cham: like ,, they expect ſo much reſpe& 
from the_petty Wits,. as not to begin, till they 
have done with it 3 and then they pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the fancy, that-they have only 'left 
them bare: 'Bones ro/pick,/: whilſt the: other 
Wits that write after them.on the very ſame 
Subjec, think they have-left what is moſt ma- 
terial untouch'd : So good an Opinion have 
they all of themſelves, and yet how. ſmall a 
value have all for every one? 
Really this excellent Commodity 6f Wit, 
( though one of the chiefeſt Gifts of Nature, ) 
is now fallen into the hands of ſo many bro- 
ken Merchants, as to Piety and Vertye, that 
inſtead of uſing Wit asa choice Antidote to ex - 
pel:Vice,they employ it as a great inticing pro- 
moter+to Sin, like a foul 'Stomach, that turns 
good ' Food to bad Nouriſhment, and would 
make Atheiſm a part of Wit : I] am ſure if it 
makes any, it can only be the Devils ſhare, 
who ſo: envenoms Wit, as it poyſons. ſome 
with great Pride, others with high profaneneſs, 
and tiore'than a few,. with Impudenice and Fal- 
| \Þ 2 ly, 
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great Charh-of 'Fartary; 
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- *Fis moſt certain,' thata ſmall Stock of '"Witz 
will ſerve todefray our travelling Expences in 
the Progreſs of our Aﬀairs, in our meet world- 
ly. Concerns ; yet *tis very common” for many 
that have much Wit'themſelves,to' deſpiſe thoſe 
that have but little:3 and thoſe that haveÞdut 
little, to ſlight and ſcorn thoſe that they ithink 
have none. | Ng: 51981 0f 
And indeed many of theſe ſelf-conceited 
Wits, are ſo puft up with feeding” on the 
Wind of their own Pride, as they” often ſwell 
into a Collick of extravagant Folly; ſince one 
may ſurfeit by ovetgorging himſelf with 
too much vain Wit, as well as ſtarve into 
dull fimplicity for want of a little that's ne-. 
ceſlary.;z for too much Wit has thrown fome 
into dull Stupidity : - Feftus thought too much 
Learning made St. Paul mad ; ſo that ?*tis moſt 
certain there's danger in having too much Wit, 
as well as ſhame in having too little z a Medi- 
ocrity mult be therefore belt, ſince extreams are 
bad in both; and indeed ?tis fo in all kinds 
whatfoever ; for a Man may be uncivil, in 
thewing too much Civility, and troubleſome in 
offering too' much Courteſie. 
|. Ido not eſteem him fo great a Wit, that can 
write an ingenious 'Play, as he that leadeth a 
Religions Life, and- ſtill dealeth* with his 
Neighbours, as he 'would they ſhould deal with 
him, which 1s-not barely human Wit, buttrue 
heavenly Wiſdom ; but many of our\vainthigh 
fiying\V Vits, inſtead of endeavouring the pra- 
tice of ſuch Chriſtian: Vertues, are: buſie in 
ſ{tudying-to pleaſe the Criticks of TS 
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tick Prailes.;; rand finding} them new 
to: adyatice: their Love; : Intrigues'y' better 
19: divert the fine Ladies,/and forward” the 
Royal-Society of Lovers, by inventing them 
new Stratagems, | and-learnin /them-quick Ex- 
periments; inthe great Art.of well managing 
their Amoprs;.by cnlivenings:the fiery Tactina- 
tions, And:enflaming. the! hot deſires of their 
Miſtreſles it order to theigaining them, (that 
is, ruining them} who dy 'their own natural 
Femperg..and fret frenchified Breeding, Are 
ap.eneugh-Lo, yield of:themſelves. : 

:] hayeheard ſame of: our- vain young VVits, 
to gain the more eaſily-their Miſtreſſes Body. 
have endeayour'd to perſwade thera that they 
had no $ouls-Cthat they might a& with them'as 
if; thay. hed” none,). by. telling them that: the 
Scripture:mentions Adams ſparing Eve ſome of 
his 0wea-Bodyy! to make up hers z: but. it menti- 
ons; .ngt} at: all that he:fpared>her any of his 
Sout- t9:jthe, furniſhing her with'one, but that 
remains ſtil}-intirely in the Man: Burt as to this, 
God himſelf has pleas'd todeclare that the VVo» 
man has-.2 rational Soul, by. aying Eve was 
enilty of Sin, 'and none but a rational Sonlcan 
be guilty of Sin ; -becauſe- none but a rational 
Soul--can -know. God?s- V Vill : Indeed this-is 
both a ſad, and ſtrange way of arguing, that 
a VVamans having reaſon muſt be _—_ 
only/.by. the bad Effects of her wanting at, -I 
mean her having a rational Soul, by her com- 
mitting a Sin,” 'which is alrogether irrational. - 

And for the Stage V Vits, they muſt be ture 
to: quicken their Plays with a lictle wanton 
VVit,. which like-Stum to V Vine, it inakes it 

D 3 muck 


oithent” with his boſom: 


a hc delete NEL as OO ee 


worſe tb the-Stomarh; yet Tuch Vyitamakes the 
'Pic-t0 laugh, and' the: Ladies v6 ſtailez/- and 
poflibly withont cit, the. Poet |may- be Hhovght 
dull, and the Boxes fonnd empty: Add! troly 
this has"occafion'd:: ſome! of the wel 
Wits, to. continue! the: Title of i'beiriy-Wits; 
to run. againſt the: Biafiand 'Geniug'i©f their 
own Inclinations, 'aridatb aftithe/IParky;bathcef 
unwiſe and: unwitty Men; by commiteintt Views 
in faſhion, meerly. 't prevent” the Stahdal-of 
being thonght out of itz” aud to kppear-4n the 
vicious Mode of the Timey, -to/prevent” being 
blotted out of 'the” Catalogue! of Wits, and 
Sotrety of Popular Fame. 

In ſhort, he” that-defigns wo.be a eided-ujy © 
Wit by all, mult be. a kind of Servant ©6 eye- 
ry ' one, and to-ſuit-his Pen and Tongue, / ac- 
cording to the temper of other 'merjs''minds, 
rather than his -own ; For'if / he does 'defire 
(as who does niot})-thepreat wages of: genefal 
Praiſe, he muſt in-a manner, (enflave hinafelf T9 
every man / of good Parts, and'preat Power 3 
or elſe, probably they will not extol; but ra- 
ther cry down his Wit, by the llightin Charatt- 
er they will give, both of it and -him :” And ſo 
[ haye done with theſe ſorts of Wits, my wiſh 
that they had alſo done with" theſe kinds 'of 
Folhes. 

-/ But now, leſt you may { far miſtake me, 
as.to think I blame the Wit of others, out "of 
any vain proud Opinion of my own, - as beitig 
better, and quicker, or more ſolid than theirs z 
[ do here, both freely and truly- make this. real 
Confeſſion, thar Iam in this Point, (and I 
wiſh to God, I were as much' in all the reſt ) 
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, 8/2: If ary; PMin thinks he-knowerh: any wp. he 
| knowerh as he ought ta know. And Sacrater, 

t no Chriſtian, «was yet ſo good a: Pht- 
\ as toſpeak much to the fame Effet; by 
fiying,' Mvhe 1 know, is, that 1 know nothing 


ihe fare, F can but! too tray ii. that T 
hed nothing, except the knowledge of my own 
Tenoratice; and want of Wit; and upon this 
accomt, 1-'d6/ heartily embrace Humility - in 
her' two'principal : Degrees of Tryal: The 
firſt, in' having a very Jowand mean Opinion 

- of my own Wit ; andnext, being fully ſatif- 
| Hed, as hoKing it very juſt-and reaſonable, 
that: all others ſhould have ſo too. 

And now;-as 1 ownT'do not at all deferve 
any man's Praiſes, ſo I declare, I do not ap- 
prehend'#hy man's Cenſurez-for as a man on 
the Ground, need not fear falling lower,'fo 1 
who profeſs to have no Wit, need not ap- 
prehend being raillied, or cenſur'd ont of a- 
ny ; for my poor ſtock of Wit, may well be 
bound up in the ſmall Volume, of acknow- 
ledging my..great want of it, and diſowning 
any right to it, unleſs you'll eſteem Wit to 

of the ſame nature of Sin, and ſo make 
my Confeſſion of having no Wit, a Degree 
of. having ſome; as a Confeſſion of being ſin- 
ful, is in ſome kind, a part of Holineſs, lince 
the firſt ſtep to mount to remiſſion of Sin, is 
{till by Confeſſion of Sin; ſo that very com- 
mon Reaſon teacheth us this plain Logick, 
That that.muſt. needs bt part of 4 thing, withoup 
which the thing cannot be, and with it, may, 
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| go pe you 3. 1 +. a0 Apo- 
- logy will now.bevery neceſſary, me; and 


becauſe I know, that long excnſes for the fault 
of Tediouſneſs and Dullneſs, (for they ſtill £0 
together, forall Writing that's dull, muſt be 
tedions, and all that's tedious muſt be dull) 
do but increaſe the Frouble, 'not ſen the 
Fault, | 

I ſhall therefore, conclude-in a word, that 
my ſharp- writing-on others Wit, is but a 
true Diſcovery of my own want of--it-; | Theſe 
Diſcqurſes being ſo unwitty, and my fancy {fo 
dull, that Ireally believe, as I cannot Caomple- 
ment the vain;,Wits more, than to i wiſh they 
did poſleſs as much Wit, as they fancy: they 6 
more than they really do; ſo I cannot oblige 
my ſelf higher, than tq wiſh my, felf,as much 
Wit, as I am ſure, all my Readers muſt judge 
1 want. * 
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, {appoint- 
ments, that commonly attend the: Enjoy- 
ment of Land Eftates, as well as all 6 
ther 'Earthly 'Riches. | 


I Fancy, the. beſt way, now my Eſtate is 
taken from me, /is to. think of it, as I us'd 
to do, ( when I was young ) of my. Miſtreſs, 
after:{he had forſaken. me, for another ; . which 
was to remember of her, what 1 did not like, : 
and forget what I did;z - that. is, 1 ,muſter*d up 
in my Mind, all her Faults, and disbanded out 
of my Thoughts, all her PerfeQtions :, By- thus 
Repreſenting, and PiQturing her to; my; Fancy, 

that as ſhe was Young, Witty, and very Agree- 
_ able, fo, ſhe was Coy, Peeviſh, and.very I1n- 
conſtant; as ſhe was extraordinary : Handſom, 
- Joſhe was- abominably Proud ; and as ſhe. had 
the Gift of ſpeaking well, ſo ſhe had the Fault 
of jering much ; tor as. her Repartees were 
commonly very ingenious, ſo her Diſcourſes 
were..ujually bighly ceyſorions. In a;word, as 
ſhe had much of an Angels Beauty in her F Es 
0 


I did take'in oc "wy A when, I had 
it, I will now, whilſt? tis loſtz* only think of 
the Diſappointments: I did meet, in my En- 


joymenbot it3-by- re ,' that-my-- Te- 
neginpit In break T4 x and ſome- 
y Receivers did” rh away” with my 
ow ie fo ql will call. to Mind, that. ach a 
ry Year -id burn up all my Grals; . ſuch a 
wet Year, drowned all my. Corn ; Tach a Year, 
a Mutrain ki __ all my Cows; fich 'a 'Year,' a 
Rot deſtroy'd all-my Sheep; and ſuch Year, 
a Blaſtidg -Wind ſmutted all my Wheat, and 
berry up all my Fruit: ' And to add to. all 
theſe Troubles, up ſtarts a Vexatious Purſe- 
proud Neighbour, and forces on me; the odious 
chirge of 2 fedious Law-Suit ; and after having 
Tent fuch Time 'and Mony, and my Lawv- 
yers-findirng they had'Uitthe" more "to fay to 
me, 'or w pH to'\pivets: them, they-adviſed 
me, to tcfer thy Afferetice to Friends, and {6 
dealt with me,” as many great Phyfitiins- do 
with their Patients, after they have'drein'd 
their Phrics,” by raking many Fees, and waſted 
their H6dies, by giving them much” Phyfick, 
(td TrtleSurpoſe) adviſe them to change the 
Air," more'bn the Accotint of faving their 
eh Credit, than'any hopes of reſtoring their 
Health. "In'a word, I confider,that the Rents 
of niy "Eſtate catne in-but' hlf-yearly'; but the 
oy tha bdong?d, tot, catne in almoſt 
ai 
AttA'f> Mis as to 6Mct forts of worldly 


Riches; though 1 nioſt owh, that Riches are 
| Courted 


FN — IR % = 3 
—_— othby thing s 16 
Mal of aly Wetdons/t # —_D 
Cott; Seek, and cer tic 
thetiy; eſteeming 'no Cotittthip too. Ae - 
ale" 'to0/ great, 'to'\ ain bit Tithe" fie of 
them ;/* for all ſorts of Riches are'too much 
for diy; 6h8; nor is thero any onefs greedy, 
p Wer by wi the molt Athol 
It is not” molt a4mir __ 
belows MiRtref of: hit Fhote World," butt 
deed, =_ reateſt Mfacle row ih "x 
thoup Gf the ®part” of "Ri 
Het Þy which we on Dy 
= Fo. ery Wee by; ye 
falF' Blind, Dumb, = LÞhr 
rally; Hit Dirty Company, as Be br 
and' is. —_— Yellow Co &tion; 
yet notwithſthn e fine Sparks,” treat. 
Wits, and moſt fickle; volatileLovets [67 
of it,and keep conſtant company with'it,cdur- 
ting it fo eagerly-atid heartily, 4s tv te ever 
highly "pleas 7 with it; and ſbi Uſſcontentell 
without it; it being univerſally ſo &itrihin 
raking; as it makes Love better, atrd ta 
Hearts ſooner, than all others'; - for Fi 
none but loves all degrees of Riches, though 
ſome 'do not fancy all-forts of Bemty, tor 
others reliſh al! kinds of Wit.  _ © 
Thoſe that never had Riches, areftifl ſtrivitig 
to'gain''them, and'thoſe that Have, them, art 
{ll fearful 'of lofingthemy 'and thofe that! At | 
moſt, think they have not enotgh-** Enjoy- 
ment 6f all other Miſtreſfes, 'queriches, or at 
Jeaſt abates the moſt viotent | Love farhes ; but 
our” fierce, eager Paſſion after Riches, is ” 
uc 


neſs, the greater any of ping to 
f on :.lna word, Weath to. our, o1$ 
like Weights to a Clock, which is, ſp;zfar. from 
{lackning its Motion, as;the more load you: put 
on it, the faſter rey or It. ;.\is 19 W093 6. 
And though .W Apgot move/bar 
It ſelf, | yet: ?tis able, to apile. Moltjades, Shay 
can; for it is the greapgnt IVer a gh 
ES: ng nM 
mbuſtion; $down-Enemies, 
$.up Friends., | and - makes. rags of 
$4 and Enemies of Friends z-cit; rajſes 
reat. | Armies, and ſets. out- ſtrong Fleets,; it 
Forces ama Kings, and takes Kingdom 5; it is 
an.unL uy þ Paſs, it. goes, where it will 
does Siwbk, Mules, For: as Solomon. ays, 04o- 
were all things, .... ..... I 
_ 5h yet, we are to confer, 25 Riches. have 
theſe; C Ping, Allurements, . and bewitching 
Enticemeats, 0 on the other hand, we are-alſp 
_ +to reflec, on their many, fad and. fickle Atten- 
.dencies, which render [them . unworthy of, our 
H extraordinary. fondneſs ;of them,, and, our 
OVer-cager purſuit after them.; ſince "tis.a jEry 
common experimented, T ruth, that. the. 
ner of. enjoying Riches,. is . very. volatile: ad 
uncertain, -.as - being highly. . inconſtant.,,.and 
ſradgely bumerſom, fatisfying few, but dif- 
Contentng many 3. ſome, gaining that do not 
deſerve, and others that deſerve, never gain- 
ing ; ſo that in Truth, they are.not. worth ſo 


much our, Pains to get,: or, our Fears to, loſs : 
| .h 


to 
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in freland, 1 ought now 'to make it my (great 
endeavour,and main concern,to buy me a much 
better Eſtate,” and a far ſarer Title, *in a much 
richer Kingdom, that of 'Heaven ; where I may 
make'a moſt glorious Purchaſe without Mony, 
and enjoy it without Fear, or Danger' of 'bein 
turnd' out by that great 7riſh | Baſſas  Tyrconne! 
or his Rabble of plundering Teagwes';- for 
Heaven isas'far above all their Thoughts, as 
Juſtice: is beſide all” his Aftions, or Wiſdom 
diſtant from all his Government. © 

For indeed, conſidering the great and expe- 
ditious Policy he has us'd;” to ſhuffle the ſeveral 
Intereſts of Treland together, into one heap of 
Confuſion 3 1 mighthave aid ruin; and -in'all 
probability, by it, 'run himſelf, and all his 
Country-men, . to 'be Fellow-Sufferers- in the 
great Vengeance, that 'now- is fallen®on the 
Iriſh Nation, for his and their abominable Cru-' 
elty, to 'the honeſt peaceable Engliſh of: that 
Kingdom. For the work'of Wickedneſfs, {till 
deſerves the wages of Puniſhment ; *aad Barba- 
rity, is commonly attended by Deſtrution, 

And truly, one may / jnſtly' enough conclude, 
by his ſimple and- comical” -management' of. 

Affairs, during his Reign-in Treland, that ar 
1 : a 
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wh rg par Plc pn bu Kings Ys 
Miſtreſs, without Head, of Til 99 FRoming 
e to begin, oF when. to. end, for; he.has 

put. all Treland/in Arp, and thereby raiy'd- a 


Soldiers, ſince he; had; no-Pay. for them 3 ;for 
44s 2 certain Maxim in War, that when a Ge+ 
neral cangot-pay his- $0ldiers as he. ſhould, 
Soldiers will never obey thoirGenent: as- they 
ought 3-and ſuch a derly noms 15 more 
apt tg. Neſtroy a Kingdom, than Defend it, 
to Plunder, than Fight; and.indecd they. have 
already made ſuch an advance in Pluydering 
that Coxinery,/as they: ,have rob'd;.and ftrips 
all the-'poor Engliſh in; it,, and- forced all the 
Proteftant-Nobility agd Gentry out; of it, and 
ſuch of the Commonalty, as were able to Tran- 
{ſport themſelves and Families, into England or 
Wales; agalſo, all the' Engliſh Merchants,. who 
either through want of -Trade, or rather for 
fear-of Danger, are fled,. partly to. fave their 
Stack, and partly- to ſecure their Lives 3 and 
*twas.they made all- the Trade, and brought 
1nall the, Merchandizing Revenue, and Foreign 
Credit;7af Commerce into Jreland, which lies 
now; walte,'-in a manner, both of Mony and 
Juſtice, ;( the two mend; Pillars, that - Flow, 
Suppont,-a8d. Inxichia:; Kingdom: ); ; I-mean, 
as to the: ſhare either: -of--the Jriſh-Zngbſh that 
now. livehere. in England, or the mow! Prote- 
ſtants that yet remaitt-in Jrelandt- -For: thoſe 
thet bra hems, can get no Reaits out: of it; Foy 
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dulticude of Men, rather. than an; Army of 


the Goren yan 

_ lar etions, W - the: Poor 
Engl ſome vain. Cook a, nh ng vol. Secs 
curity.,..; Or - certain ld EXce t, 
plundered of all _—_ 

And now. to _— this Di -ourſe of the 
fad TFragical Scene of poor Irelang*s plundering 
Miſery, and of Fromds Tyrannical Governs 
ment-z The trueſt. and ſhorteſt CharaQeer I can 
give, both of him, and. his Teagues, is, Thay 
he is only a Governour fit for fuch/ a People, 
and they a People, only fit for ſuch a Gover+ 
nour. 

And now I have dons with my worthy Dex 

uty, give me leave to ftray a little longes 
Puty my Theme, and to glance my Diſcourſe 
on his Maſter's Advances in Ireland, after his 
Landing at AKin-ſay ; where' he came in a 
Freneh Fleet, with a French Army, with 2 
French Heart, with Freneh InſtraQions, and 
a French Ambaſſadour, (I hadalmoſt ſaid Go- 
vernour-) to ſee and dire&t him, how to put 
them in Execution - 1 ſhall name but two or 
three of them. 

The firſt, was to put all the Sea-Ports that 
lay convenient, and over-againſt France, into 
the French Hands, as the Ambaſladour ſhould 
direct. 

- The ſecond, was to reſtore all: the Abbies, 
and Church Lands of Ireland, to. the Iriſh Po- 
piſh Clergy. | 

- The third, was to give at his firſt coming, 
fair Promiſes, and. make: large Aſſurances to 


the Engl RC in ſreland, 1o' as to —_ 
them 


1 are Rtill caſt away, and 

Gach' © potion ern hr rh aS not to be 
this diawa'in by: hint, to Dragoon ' and Int- 
priſon, . and treat them 2-la-mode de France.  / 
| In his "way to Dublin he made ſome ſtay in 
Cork, where to follow the French $ In- 


ſtruQtions; rather I fear than his own Inclinati- 


ons, he ſprinkled 2 little Holy VVater” of 
Compaſſion on the Bandoniaris, who deliver'd 
up their Town to Major General Adac C 
upon aſlitrance of having their Lives and Li- 
berties, and their Town freed from Plunder 
but- the'Zriſh Judges that came that Circuit, 
condemfied them all as Traitors; thoſe King 
Fames pardoned, or father made good 'their. 
Quarter: - 

From thence he went ito Dublin, and after= 
wards made a ig, oo into the North , where 
he ordered that Pidgeon-Houſe, as he was 
pleas <d to call it, Lon n-Derry, to be taken in, 
en paſſart ; but inſtead of 'meeting a Flight of 
Pidgeons-, | he eficorinter'd-a Flock of Lions, 
who made,a ſhift to deſtroy many Thouſands 
of the 7riſb VVolves he ſerit to take that Town, 
nnder a French General, who -loſt his Life 
there, -as well as his Arniy did their Honour ; 
and for his Soldiers, he was in a little-Time 
reduced to that nieceſſity, 'as he knew no-more 
how to get Movhy for them, ithan how to take 
London-Derry with them. VVhich forced bum to 
fly for Succor to the Magick Art; attd'much te= 
lied on Policy, -of his dear Friends the Jefuits, 
to confer W rich hin'about bins jneans 40 oh 
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w - ' Y = hove $: Go 
Drums;t0 jad: Onan AF f ry! bales 
before that. rag = 

me think-:it'a-; 

was by- the nt 
or the wonderful. Vertye of 
Stone; [that - Metamerphag'd : pn af 
into; Jacobus's : but MRJes 
their Mint, is as A gs 


that Jeſuits ſent into Protelta ngdoms, ate 
like Bombs ſhot into a.beſie 4 s Toma, W 
Errapd and Oe 1s.0 fire- © 50M 
—_— 4160- MO2I0Þ of 


_ nothing worth nawing.; -except. voti 

om” Churgh-Lands-:to, be. rg 
Pala þ tothe Iriſh -Popiſh. Clergy 3 3-aphi 
will be as little kept by, them, - as TEE ly 
given-to:them-; and- ſo I have done rnd 
land; and iſa 1 fancy has King James 7. 3--NOW 
our: great General Duke , Schomberg is \nfied 
there,, /who will not be ſo: long conquer 
Ireland,,-as ;;the: Iriſh were, be eging 
Derry 40-n0 parpoſe: I am;ſure *tis my hearty 
Prayer, that, it, may be, Jo, and my real As 
that *tyiill be ſo. 

'"Thus this Kingdom has ata but one 
of his three Deligns, which he publickly;de- 
clar'd,.-which was but; to make/a ſhort ſtay. 
Irelard, then; to go into Scotland, and at Adids 
| ſummer/\aſt; to make his publick Entry iato 
England:;, but alas his Romangick Fancy of ma- 
king then a publick Exitry into England, ua 

run 
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ty Reed of 
Nile, Int6 Lye vc F rench Rbcepti- 
oft is ike to; YeUas very ill;”as' his\Briglithy 
Scotch, Kal _— +. ba hong "bacy. and 
dou8f]efs hi Aim with as 
mich FiryhndSe mr "Frag beaten out of 
Frilaht, as Medill at his revreatitig, ifito- Lon- 
Wh het © RODS baHy.;2: W's 
eavinis *this ; that I-may How 
B21 my yet Diebirſ velatiner'ts orld- 
iff, that all we: that have 
Y wenn Wh Fe#d; and 6 {ly are 
reduced” £6 Poverty, he* love all 
& Chiiſtiahs'ts be 'moreeaper and bealous 
to fix our. qa on ang he Kingdom of Heaven, 
Bauſe”tis he Srily "Plies | We" this purchaſe 
ont GoKdof ; Tkik ifierftarice'ls'to 
AEVY Vy heart! f Praybr vid "20 nog emu if 
uly 1 Seaftite: Got Got WM Cert Us & 
nth 4 4nd mibre: Uiſtihg Frehete, "thin any 
| Iriſh Eftates; * of alt-! | gihier « worldly 
wVVElth whatever; for! flie OF" Cgvetvite 
fer that ever "Was, "eaves (alF- this" Mony, 
ids, Jevwels;*6r ofher Gbods behind hint'to 
othits at. his' De#tH,! upon " this/ fad "Account, 
that he can \neither” ſtay with tHeln; nor carr 
thern along with'Hini!” [Bit was fever hear 
thatany pious Chriſtran' dit/bequedth '2t his 
Death, either to his moſt -dear*Chiffren' of 
beloved Friends, His Vettyes:; {6 as'to diſpoſe 
*htl leave them "behind as Lepacy 'to them; 
{though he onght*HA-to havelont ther bs 
Copy and Partern'for then) bit fill to'carry 
thoſe precions Jewels With hint; God's Word 
declaring a PiotsMan's good Deeds, '(arenor 
t fre their ſtay hete, ) for they hall follow 
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"Nome Wk Eran owls 

will ill paſs corrant. in the other wr Go rn ts and 

ever make vs happy there in them, without 5 
ny, mare wants: or delires. : -- . 

V.Vve read that Socreres, that great and vali- 
ant Philoſopher, when he was condemn'd ta 
die., to. ſhew_ he as little. fear'd Death as de- 
ſerv'd i it 3 aſloon as he jhag. taken leave of his 
Friends about him, he called for his Executio- 
RET; which was a Cup: of Poyſon, and drank 
It up with {o little a concern, as if it. had been 
a, Draught. rather to: quench his Thirſt, than 
deſtray his Life. This Philoſopher names two 
\ kinds of growing Rich-z. one the. common 

worldly Road of was) Many and Lands, 
which being the greatand. conſtant Endeavour, 
continual; Labour, and. general Study. bf all 
Mankind; [I need not.much inlarge 0n.it; and _ 
make. that,,my SubjeK here, which all make 

their. Concern, every where; And therefore I 
ſhall only ,preſent you' with-a light Idea ,of 
Socrates: other Philoſophical way of growing 
xich, 'which- ſuits malt, properly to this my 
preſent Diſcourſe ;. which -is .by leſſening all 
Covetous Delires, and declining all eager pur- 
JTuit after it, and enliſting only pious thoughts 
towards it ; for this: is. a-molt certain Truth, 

That none enjoys Riches .perfealy, that does 
not deſign them piqufly.;. And thoſe that do 
not, Riches rather polleſs them, than they, It. 

/ : Therefore my firſt.; Conſideration ſhall, be 
this, that; Mony bord? 18.it ſelf, is but like meer 
Muck and, Dung 5 which if kept upcloſe, 'and 
heap'd-together;. will. never make better than 

« fiinkice -Dunghil, of no other .uſe than. to 
Pape op room; and hr ſink all about it ; buy 


meghil VU Betibeod 6K a Dit "at 

ſeaſonable and A Letlig Times , it's able to 
producing ſweet Flowers, good Corn, and 
fine Graſs, - and ſo prove a- publick Benefit : 
Tis juſt the ſame -with* the Miſer's Coffers 
cramm'd with Riches, without a' good intent 
of ' well employing thenr; it's but like'a groſs 
Body fulb ſtuft with ill foul Hyumours , which 
will certainly in time produce decay, ruin, 
and ſtink, if not. cleanſed and purified 'by 
Phyſick or Exerciſe, and a Vein opened by a 
good and liberal Charity ; elſe thoſe fonl cor- 
rupt Humours will ſwell aSa Droplie, tiltit de- 
ſtroys it's own Keeper.” 

Next. "tis worth' our Conſfideration'to' ob- 
ſerve, that a vertuous Perſon 1s richer, and 
more innobled in having but a little, when 
heis-polleſſed with a'-free and charitable 
Mind to others, than 'he that has abnndanece 
of Wealth hoarded up for his own uſe'only-; 
fince having plenty, happens often tobe but 
the meer product of -a Man's own laborious 
Scraping,” if not. Oppreſſion ; Or" to'be the 
Gifts of© his good- Fortune, ori his Parents 
great Thrift, and liberal Legacies t6 him at 
- Death, and not at all his own vertuous and 
juſt Acquirement ; "and'thus, he that out of his 
little- gives freely and heartily to 'the Poor, 
on. 'the Pious Account 'of true Charity, de- 
monſtrates by it the Powerful Influence of the 
Divine Nature working in him 3,/for 'tis the 
Noble Charater of ' a' ' 300d") Chriſtian' to: be 
{till charitably diſpog'd-ro give; and" the fad 
mark of a Covetous Perſon, to be always ow 
dy to keep ; and therefore we may fay\ 
by our Saviour's Authority, 'Tis a more Meſſe 
thing to giye, than to receive. Ano- - 
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becauſe we often ſee - it. comes flouriſhing in. 
to the VVicked and Covetous, and keeps far 
oft from the Vertuous and: Godly ; for which 
there appears great light of Reaſon, becauſe 
the Covetous are to be puniſhed in their a- 
bundance,and the Vertuous are to be-pyrified by 
their Sufferings, in the want of theſe things on 
Earth, that they may apply their Minds, and 
fix their Hearts on the Everlaſting Riches of 
Heaven ; for though VVealth is certainly 
God's Gift, yet ?tis uncertainly our [nheri- 
Lance. ; 

In ſhort, if great Riches had not been only 
needleſs, but very interrupting in the Courſe 
of our Heavenly Progreſs ; certainly our Bleſ(- 
ſed Saviour - would never have adviſed theRich 
Man to ſell all he had and given it to the Poor, 
becauſe of the impoſſibility of a'Rich Mans en- 
tring into the Kingdom of Heaven ; and there- 
fore in my opinion the Philoſopher ſaid well, . 
That a very poor Man wanted many things, 
but a very Covetous Man wanted all things; 
and indeed upon ſerious Conſideration we ſhall 
find, that the want of Riches does not fo much 
conlilt 1n having little, as deſiring much. 


E '3 Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory tells os of 'ofe Fpicuris, that writ a 

© Letter to his Friend 1dementas , who was very 
rich, powerful, and. bountiful, atid recow- 
mended to him a debauch'd prodigal Friend of 
.his to make him rich; but not in the fame 
manner he had done many others, but in this 
Tort, to oblige him; not by adding any thing to 
his Eſtate, but by abating ſomething of his de- 
ſires, and to bring him to preſent to God his 
Acknowledgments for what he had, without 
deſiring more ; for he whoſe Wealth conſiſts in 
leſſening his deſires of it, and increaſing to 
' God his thanks for it, lodgeth his Riches in the 
bleſſed Region of a pure and ſanRified Mind, 
and conſequently like Bias, carries his Wealth 
ſtill about him, and every where with him. 

'Then we ſhould never forget the faying of 
the Apoſtle, What haſt thou, which thou ha#t not 
received ? he well knew, and 5 all that are 
Chriſtians ought to know, that God is the only 
Anthor and Giver of all that ever was, now 
is, or that hereafrer may be worthy in us, or 
dear unto us; and what Pleaſures, or Comforts 
we enjoy, either in Soul or Body , we owe all 
to his Goodneſs and Mercy. and therefore 
doubtleſs, 'as God gives us freely the uſe of 
them, ſo we ought: humbly and: deyoutly to 
return our Praiſe to him, and ftill to ſet before 
us the Pattern of good old Jacob's Gratitude, 
that- would not mention his Wealth, though 
"never ſo juſtly the Wages of his own indu- 
{trious Labour, without till acknowledging-1t. 
to be the Gift of "God. 
: Not that'lT think Facob did, 'or that any 
ought * to eſteem it at all unlawful, 'wiſely and 
carefully to improve their Eſtates by all a) 
9 > Pe db w- 2: = - 2 


and telieye the poor; - © r: he 

of -bath:z far to pro) de. rb, 
Duty, as well as a fertue; in on 2s, 
hath #s-we are 'Men and Ch BE? Longs hi tho 
true means is, that we are not. to ne 

Duties of bt to low ict orks of 
Profit 3 and/not to be {o fond of Riches, as to 
overſtet our hearts - up » Or walt too 
much of 'our Time abou oo as We com- 
monly do; DR, our; ſelyes ſuch . entire 
Slaves to follow our Gain, as we allow little 
or nb time to ferve qur God ; Now the fault 
of Riches, does not ſo mich conſiſt in our 
poſſeſſing” it, as in its polleſſing -us with theſe 
baſe ſorts of Covetous. Deſires, ſach as are con- 
trary t© God's Word, and our Obedience to it, 
and tis - to: ſach that Riches is the Rogt of all 
Evil, aud that Solomor tells us is a fore one, 
when the Owners keep Riches to their own de- 
ſtry&tion. 

Indeed for matter - of Wealth, as I never 
coveted abundance; ſo 1 hope I ſhall never be 
reduced to ſo much want, as to need a very 
little ; but if I be, as God knows how ſoon I 
may ( for this is the molt likely, time that ever 
was, 'and I. hope ever will be; ;) 1 can truly 
ſay with Job, that I never made Gold my hope, 
nor ſaid #0 fine Gold thoy art my Confidence; 3 and 
therefore I can the better anſwer want in the 
famous Cowleys own words, That Lhave learn'd 
the great Art of cheerful Poverty ; and as the 
Apoſtle ſays, To be content with an Canditi- 
on it pleaſeththe great. geOfſpaſer of all things to 


place me in; nd indeed 'tis no-ſmall fatisfa- 
| E 4 Qtion ' 
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&S, one TEE k fs Br og pay rn 
riage of "my own Hae afion'd it, but'meer- 
1y'on the Publick' Account of being a true En- 
Plifk Proteſtant; Ca Kppineſs I value ' far be- 
fofe- any, Iriſh Eſtate; and as my fear is not 
mu,” ſo my concern is but little; knowing 
that the Wheel of Fortune which turns now 
uppermoſt for the Papiſt in Felad,' may be for 
them ſoon lowermoſt again, and the Engliſh 
reſtor'd to their juſt Rights, and the Iriſh pu- 
niſhed for their vile Cruelties, which God be 
DO, both: are now in a fair way of being 
0 

And, Tbleſs God, I was ever of fo humble a 
Nature, as I never aſpired higher than'to ſach 
a middle Stature of Fortune, as to be ſtill too 
high for Pity, and too low for Envy ; and (1 
hope ) T ſhall always continue in ſuch a.calm 
State of Mind, as never to diſturb it by wiſh- 
ing my ſelf more, or offend my Conſcience, by 
wiſhing my Neighbour leſs, nor be proud for 
what I have, nor troubled for what I have not : 
- Since indeed "tis every Chriſtians chief Work, 


 becayſe *ris. every good' Chriſtians great Du- 


I. herter: he - rich . by having much, or 
wade oor by lo ng all,” humbly to ſubmit 
* himfalf at all times, and'in all Conditions to 
"his Maker” $ Diſpoſal ; for he knows better what 


is goad for us, than we do for our ſelves: God 


ſometimes forwarding us' in our Deſigns, by 
putting ſome Stop* to the violent motions of 
_ our too eager Endeavours after them, and fo 


"like 2 Rub. to an overthrown Bowl, proves a 


obelj by hindring it, - 
: And 
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ay, if 1 we -can/ beſo. heavenly. wiſe 

| dn Hs ha s i a 

we F-happy -3,t9,fix 

_ Defires:and Aﬀectionsupon H Fr 619 Frag 
venly things, and-to. ſanQifie them, all by ap» 
propriating them to the Loye- and, Seryice- of 
God; which conſiſts in keeping his Command- 
ments, the true way. of loving him, . ang, the 
beſt way of loving our ſelves. 

My next conſideration - is, that we may be. 
fully aflur'd, if we pay.an humble and zealous 
Obedience to our Maker”s Will, we ſhall by it, 
become more obliging to our ſelves,. by hecom- 
ing more Charitable to our diſtreſſed Brethren 

| of Ireland, now ready to ſtarve in England; 
h where many pity their wants, but few relieve 
their great Neceflities ; though I am ſure he 
wants a Charitable mind to himſelf, that has 
4t not for others, and he is remiſs in ſupplying 
his own wants, that is backward in relieving the 
Needs' of others ; for Charity. is of the ſame 
| Nature as Prayer, the preſenting it to God 
4 for our Neighbour's good, is. a certain doing 
good to our ſelves by it, ſince Charity is a part 
q. of God's Command - to us, and ſo conſequently 
| of our Obedience to him. 
| My laſt Conſideration is, that 'tis moſt Cer- 
J; tain, that a Righteous; Life is, moſt profitable, 
moſt agreeable, moſt fatisfatory,. and «moſt 
ſuitable to this Warlike Age, being {ill accom- 

; panied with true Courage ;. for as Solomon Tays, 

. * The Righteous are as bold as a Lyon, but the Wicked 
fiyeth when no Man ed) beſides.I.am fare, 

- that as Piety is the beſt Guard of a Squldier, ſo 
Religion is the beſt Prop for a Stateſman in the 
VITRO Ann the moſt honeſt and advan- F 

tagious 
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2 35 Ne Pity All podutha goo ene 
f ore, kc 50 & bra Feaſt, whiether 
| . . enjoy oor Eftates, or uot;whilſt we vein this 
Worls, - and when we are foing out of it.// 
+ Let bs therefore be ſo pious and wiſe, as to 
raiſe our Minds to this Holy Elevation of Spi 
fo aso keep-our thoughts ſtill fixt on'Heaven, 
and then we ſhall find them monnted above the 
Region of all worldly Concerns, and Troubles, 
5 for the Loſs of our Lands, or the Diſap- 
pomremens of Preferments, or the "paſſionate 
otions of our Anger, Love or; Hatred, oy 
or Fear, Sorrow or Revenge, and the like ; 
our conftant heavenly Contemplations will Toon 
allay the Tronble of all our Concerns for all 
Tach worldly Things; fo as we ſhall remain in 
a perfe& Calm of Repoſe, among all the Chan- 
ges and (Chances that" we muſt needs encoun- 
_ ter jn the 'yarions Scenes, and diverſity of Con- 
ditions, that happens while we live in this our 
Earthly Pilgrimage. 
_ Ina word, though Iriſh Eftates have failed 
maſk, yet true Piety will never fail any,for God 
never forfaketh them that truly ſerve him ; and 
is only Piety that can Crown us with Law- 
Tels of unſpeakable Fdlicity in Heaven, the on- 
I Phice _ ſolid Blrfs and Comfort, where 
there will-be no want-of Eſtates 5/ No decay 
of Fortune or of HappineG ; noPam-or Trou- 
'Vles ;, no Sickneſs or 'Vexation 3 no Caregand 
Torments ; 3 nothing to diſcompoſe or terrifie 
ps ; for there are true Pleaſures forever, and 
. Fulneſs 'of Joy at God's $ Right Hand for-Ever- 


more. 
The 


ivy The Fourth ' | 
DISCOURSE 
Of keeping a great publick Table, which is 

4 troubleſons Honour Elder Brothers of 


great Eſtates are ſubje to , and 1 
Brothers for want of ſuch Eſtates, are 


freed from, 


M Y being a younger - Brother, hinder'd 
me from - ever experimenting the 
rroubleſom Honour of keeping a great publick 
Table; and as I never did, ſo the late King 
James reſolves I never ſhall; no, not ſo much 
as a ſmall one; or indeed any at all; for he 
finding he conld by none of his Jefuitical Arts, 
and large Promiſes, work upon the Spirits of 
us the Proteſtants of Ireland, fo as to: turn a- 
ny-one into his Church, he therefore reſolv'd 
to turn vs all out of our Eſtates; and becauſe 
he could make none of us Roman Converts, to 
make us all 7r;þ Martyrs, ( I mean, as to the 
loſs of our Fortunes there, ) which we all aban- 
doned, chooſing rather to leave them in the 
Triſb Hands , than enſlave our Rlves to the 
Popiſh Government, and the French Tyranny ; 
Who now hunt together in Couples, in that 
poor Kingdom. But 
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| King Fames is like to keep, us as very a little 


| time out of Jreland, as he is like to keep him- 
, lf init ; and how very a little time that will 
E | be, our great and gallant General, Duke Schom- 
= a berg, is in a fair way of ſoon reſolving us, to 
our Comfort, and to the Iriſh and French's 
ruin in that Kingdom, who are Twins in Crue 
l elty, and Brethren in Iniquity, both ſo bad, 
_ pF as the. Devil himſelf cannot tell which isthe 
E: | | worſe: I 
-Þ And though 'tis bad uſage to take away onr 
 - . Eſtates, yet we ought to be the leſs diſpleas'd at 
7 ' King James's uſing us ill, ſince he has us?d himſelf 
38 2 much worſe, by following the Counſels of the 
. French, and Papiſts; . two Guides that have - 
, made a fhift to lead him out of his three 
| Kingdoms, and thereby treated him a thou- 
ſand times- worſe, - by their. private friendly 
| Advice, than he could -us, by his publick dif- 
-. _ inheriting Severity; ſince all we Proteſtants of 
þS. Ireland own, we cannot ſuffer ſo much by the 
bi loſs of*our Triſh Eſtates, as the late King James 
+Y'Y has, by the Enjoyment of his Poptſh Religion. 
And-as'to my ſhare in the loſs of my Iriſh 
Fortune; it' has not been ſo bad with me, as 
with many of my Betters.in Ireland; for my 
J Eſtate, though *cis of a very ſmall ſize,yet tis of 
||. -4a mungrel ſort, being part Engliſh, part Iriſs : 
p, So that- it has only forced me to reduce my 
Table from fix Diſhes to three, and my Fami- 
ly, - from--thirty to fifteen; and indeed ] am - 
much pleas?d, that I do not find my. Trouble 
.. .everthe-more, for my Table and Family be- 
= ing ſo much the leſs; for I conſider, that Solo-- 
If © -m6r'"s Feaſt did» not conlilt in a great Mel 
1 þ pt: 
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elſe to'you;'- © 


' -of |: Meat, do not only, fatisfie my "Stomach, 


'Law- of :Cuſtom, to the troubleſom Honour 


.1 the more miſerable) they having great E- 
ſtates 'of Inheritance to! go. fo theit.Paſterity, 


yk, 8 | 
much, but enough; that” makes a ' wholeſom ; 
Diet ; and Iam fiire, three Diſhegare fuffic- | 
ent to | fatisfie. a: good | healthful - Stomach, <4 
though not perhapsenough to Feaſt @ nice and 
Curious 'Palate ; and' by: having ileſ6-Mear, I 
find I have fewer Strangers to Ebits andcon- 
ſequently, need le "Ceremony . to! entertain 
them; and fewer” Queſtions to ask-iof them 
For indeed, / many of the courſe Home-ſpun 
Country Gentlemen 5if you: do: not talk-of 
Dogs-and Horſes to®them; they will. not; (i 
had: almoſt ſaid, cannot) -ralk oF Un his 


Laval 


'Andbelides all this, I find, that three Diſhes 


and.fill ny Beſly ;-bat they do alſoatthe fame 
time, fil my Mind -with-tfhe thoughts of | Ek 
der firothers, that have very great Eſtates, 
and are thereby in a' manner, oblig?d»by the 


of keeping great -publick Tables3: and” the 
World eſteems them more happy fori1tz- (but 


whilſt'their poor younger Brothers, hzvecom- 

monly - bat ſmall hes 2 that end with A 

their own Life.  -/. | 
And'among the many' Cares and: Travbles 

that: attend moſt Elder Brothers-6f: great E- 

ſtates;! I eſteem this cuſtomary Obligatibn of 

keeping great! publick T ables, nor, 15: be' one 

of the leaſt, ſince they are in ſome. ſort'bound 

to enlarge their Tables, proportionable- as 

theiv Eftate augments, and. then: the more 


Meat” they have to ear 3 the more VEE 
| they 


4 les oy Hin rk eat T9 a 
T_ fays) When: Goods increaſe, ſo. are 
they increaſed that cat tlem;z and what good 
is therstoſthe Ourn yy ſaving the be- 


bles. aro kept: mare for 
ves , who ,eat{ Imwuch 
move of Erhan a doz. ſuch great! paþlick 
Teblrs, bring like Ambaſſadours: great Trains 
- 'of Pages and. Footmen, in their- Gay Rich-Li- 
"veries, /which they anake --more. for others 

brg thi their ownnecd 5 and) "if this: were 

'that.: could be objected: againſt greet; pub- 
lick Tables, *twere not ſo very bad;gbut they 
art very often. great. Promoters of Exceſsand 
Glattony ; therefare,; [if all ſuch Elder,Bro- 
thers, were as (Wiſe 4s they are Vain, (and; as 
4harizableaschey > rich, inſtead of ſpending 
their! Mony-in” keeping fuch gredto Tables, 
they: would /employ. their Wealth, npon;ſbme 

and: charitable Accounts 5 andoin dieur-of 
feaſting the: Rich, feed the Poor, and; inſtead 
of courting the-Powerful, to ny 6 the Ne- 
-ceſlitons, and fo employ their x: rather 
tokeep Faſting out, of-their mY Netghbours 
-Hovufes;'than-/to- keep fiich Feaſting 11! their 
own, 2s if they did rather live to __ than eat 
to live; uſing - ſuch Variety of French-made 
Dilhes,/' as many of them-are a Riddle re, \Ride 
dle- me; whars this? And what's the: greateſt 
Riddle of all , Moſt of 'theſe great! publick 
Table-keepers, are fo 'foolifhly vain; - as 'to 
Taiſefatſe! Jedeas in their Minds,; ſo as-to: fancy 
thevaia Glory, ( for itcarmot be the neceſlary 
ufe) of ſuch publick 'Fables; ought to- be 
eftcem'd in their Keepers; -not only as the 
Trophies 
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— thilt'this Tragical Account of "the Almighty*s 
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of : Fl noble. py erous »Mind ;' and-all the 
while the: :Qharatter, It-! 'de- 


forvesz/hnd-all dught ts give: it 31wWhich is-to 


Advyertifements, and conftant Memorandiums of 
the: Weakneſs and Fraitties of our humane Na+ 
tdres;/that cannot ſubfiſt withont the daily uſe 
of /theti 5 und therefore, F ought rather 
to-frduble our phe for our Natures Ne- 
eeſſties,' than to rehder'us proud in the uſe; of 
its Weceſlity, and makethe Wants: of aar-Body; 
the Pride 'of our Mind's when in-teal :Trath; 
to have/ a great" deal of Meat/in ones 'Kitchin, 
is'winmch ficter Matter; for -a Maſter: of. 
Kor van to boaſt. of, 'thanfora Noble Perſon. 
ry MW. - 1 1 VU MEDIO 
was's Repott.4 That: Wa the: Queth 
Dowigy cate” oat if» Porenugal 'inito* England, 
ſore 6f her Servants ſeeing ſuchgrearPteaty of 
Vuridey of Meats, noruſbit-it-thembowg'Colm+ 
try, 'took- the' Conrts-trdinary -Meats;:i for an 
extraordinary Veaſb,! rob / great :to'itaſt Jong ; 
and" therefore theytock'd'up ſbrmeof! the Meat 
}ith&r Trunks, which bein; g diſcovered;: ſome 
ask'4 the reaſon, why: they Nd ſoit:\Way; faid 
they ,” This will !ferye Ms 0! ear gphin'thas- great 
Fe FI "$5-00tr, aide come aguiti"eo; char "ftendey 
Portugal Die.” ' Whether 'this:Comichl Story 
of | the 'Queen's Portugal Servants; 'be truevar 
H6t;/ F'am not certain 5 but 1 am wer! fare, 


PU Rich Djve:y fairing Deliciouſly-eve- 
ty Day, is moſt outs, being -a; Truth: which 
Fov tay believe, from the Word of God Re- 
Veal: it : And becaoſe Dives _ his age 
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_ -> Now; a5 there: is:4)1{2d ort.of Belly-Glut, 
' tons; ib there is 2 vile kind'bf Purſe-Gluttons : 
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' Theone- thinks he' can never Eat top-.much 3 


- the othier;:that he caninever hoard up 'thongh; . 


for'themore he has, the more ſtill he deſires-to 
have,' withont ever reflecting on . his own; A+ 
bundance:-or | his poor Neighbours: Wants 5 
_ ens if the Rich did ſeriouſly. conkers 
dar, = _ would find, *tis' the-Diawy 
to; take 'as much! -Satisfa- 
Gs in in roieving » the Wants of, the Poor,jds 
(the. Glory of 'their own - Wealth: 
?Tis as'trbe as ſtrange, ! that there-aro- ſome 
ſo! - as: to want in the midſt of: their - 
Abundance, by defiring even that they;have: 
Hethatzdefires what [he:bath not, wants what 
he-deſires) but be that deſires; what he - bath, 
wants mttchi\more ; becauſe he wants both what 
he hidhg'and what he hasnot:: Hiſtory. tells-vg; 
e great Berſony, that: would ne-+ 
ver Eat: Himfel, till che ſfaw-the Poor;.at, his 
Door firſt fed; ſaying, They ought to Eat: firſt, 
that | ndeded\ Heat nigft..'> But inſtead -of;!ppr 
great, Menvimicating this; godd Example;: nrany 
of themiwrather-ſtrive to »gain the vain Chayae _ 
fter-of aliberal Houſe-keeptrz. than the: bleſſed 
one:; of: ar:charitable. Chriſtian, 'which;:is;fo 


 greatat Fdlly;/as well \as Sin, as 'I.cannot; bug 


wonder:-et [then ; - and cif. they did but; truly 
confidery they :could - not but, 'wonder at;thems 
ſelves; [ſinccitheſe greatip blick Table-keepers 
cait bardly Rat, much leſs ſpeak freely at their 
own Tables ,, without the -unfavory Sauce. of 
Reſtraint 5! m_—_ commonly-overlook'd "* the 
arp 
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way ] to them 
In *my Opini6n,; Tuch publick 

Ke _ ; 

-2 of all others] have reafon'to 

Stheca, Tobt in muth Company, is 
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- one &r ing this, I bly ſhake a few- of 
the oitward Clainsof Slavery, that belong-to 


MUSE FTable-keepers; yet ſure this will ſuf- 
cietitly' confirm my 'faying' of them, to' be 
much like to'what a Phllocpbes. Fit of great 
Fortunes; That a'great- Eſtate, is a great Serui- 
tude. And trily; I ſpeak not*this as the niu< 
tinots*Words'of-a younger ' Brother, that has 
not wherewithal to keep great Table, - bur 
as'my real Opinion 'of ſrc Elder Brothers, 
as have the troubleſom "Honour 'of doing it : 
For (1 think'God'Y though I ' have but little 
to! keep'me,! yet I hayeenongh' to ſatisfie me, 
which'1s 6ften ' more” thin much'; ſince many 
that have'much, think they. have not enough: 
For as Solomon ſays, He that loveth Silver, ſhall 
not be ſatisfied with Silver ;, not "he that loveth: A- 
bundance, with increaſe, which is: a great Vanity: 
| Nor can1 yet ſo Complement younger Bro- 
thers, '(thonghI-am- one ny ſelf, ) as to/have 
ſo ſlight and mean anOpinion of ElderBrothers; 
as a Writer gives in his Chara&ter of them, by 
ſaying, Their great Eſtates gives them a Writ -of 
Eaſe,' as to all Induſtry. And farther Adds; 
That though Elder Brothers are the top of the 
Houſes, yet they are uſually like them, which are 


but empty G arrets, which ſeldom or never contain any 


thing of value in them ; all the rich Furniture being 


F ſtill inthe lower Rooms, meaning the younger Brothers, 


ey 


I know 


+ . a 

. 
FF 2 - 
" \ 
% - . ; 

. : f 

anc IIGT SE 

z j th 1 


DECANLE! + TEXT 
LEAFNING ang 
a5 


oy = 


ment of publick Aﬀairs, as of their, Wn, PFJr 
vate Fortunes 5. ang; their Uriderſtanding 'may 
be as good, though- their Learning, 1s/not fo 


much Soyl and © dy pg: 6: 
O E c &F4 of 
fly Argument;: that: there. can be no good 
nd. without ung -[both, ſince /*tis-moft cer- 
tain, there is without needing either, 
-> But my Deſign here, is not to ſpeak of el- 
der--Brothers inward' Learning, but only to 
glance my Diſcourſe on the younger ,Brothers 
outward Freedom,-:in being exempt. from keep- 
ing: great Ppublick Tables, on which. account, 
they much excel their Elder ; and may for all | 
their large -Eſtates, great. Tables, clutter of 
Viſitors,-. and number -of Servants, tell their 
elder Brothers, -what Horace. told one of. the 
great Magnificos of Rome," That he lived a much 
eaſter and freer -bife-than he ,, for I can buy. my 
own Meat in the Market, without being wondred 
at, and ride into the Country without being miſs'd, 
when you can do neither, Bekdes, 


7 Beſides,” thaſt elder Brothets thit.. ficceed 
In plenti ul Fortunes, (tainſtance but in on © 
icujat,) - are often troubled to grant. this 
Friends Requeſt, or how to avoid that near, 
but Relations Importunity, in letting 
him ſuch a Farm, or leſlening anothet ſuch a 
Rent, and fo to fence againft their Deſires, 
as not to, diſguſt the one, nor underſet the 0s 
ther, but to manage his Anſwers to, them, 
with ſuch equal Art and Skill, as to-maintain 
his Relations kindneſs after their rate, and ' 
yet to ſet his Eſtate after his own, which muſt 
give Trouble, as well as need Induſtry. And 
after all this, when an elder Brother has 
hoarded up Mony anſwerable to his own Wiſh, 
and ſet his Eſtate ſuitable to his own Deſire, 
he by the Courſe of Nature, and Rule of Pro- 
yidence, can enjoy his Wealth, no longer than 
he does his .Life: For as Solomon ſays, Who 
can bring a Man to ſee the Days that are after him? 
And indeed, at the rate moſt elder Brothers 
are now-a-days concern'd for their Fathers 
Death, "tis almoſt an even lay, that ar Heir 
+ Will beapter to thank God, for taking his Fa- 
ther out of the World, than he will be to thank 
his Father, for what he hath left him ia it ; 
and poſlibly, ſhovel that away by Gaming and 
Prodigality, which his Father was, by a long 
Care arid painful Induſtry, raking together 
all his Life. In ſhort, this is moſt certain, that 
if an elder Brother will ſet his Eſtate accordin 
to the beft nieaſures of improving it, he wil 
hardly avoid-the Complaints of his neceſlitous 
Relations, nor ſometimes the Murmurs of his 
youriger Brothers ; and if the elder be as wiſe 
as they ought, they will never makes War with 

ES—&:.4 their 


' 


43 lors. 
Od by 
-. . i 

—_- 
> - 
F, 


ig e's wn Ty LA "% . >» k z 4 4 * ao *r We 7 "7. BT PHY . 
28 3 oo" o14 af is 2. 4s bong 4 tt 
bs > ; _ he ey will voy bh < 
,* = | - 1 
; ir younger Brott will ſtill be; at 
EF = , ® = pe . 


leaſt two to one againſt them.-** _ 
- But I will leave my Diſcourſe of elder Bro- 

thers, to tell you a Story of two extraordinary 
charitable Friends ; for of elder Brothers, there 
are many, (and fome younger Brothers think, 
too many ) but of true, real, charitable Friends, 
there are very few ; they being grown as rare, 
as Complements are become common ; and tis 
. now adays, as very hard to meet the firſt, as 
*tis fooliſh to depend on the latter. 

I read a Story, (and conſidering the little 
true Friendſhip of our Age ( one may well think 
it but a Story ) of a_ worthy Gentleman, that 
was reduced to great Poverty, (a thing now 
very common among the Proteſtant Gentry of . 
. Ireland, who have loſt their Eſtates to keep 
their Religion) but he had two Friends that 
were very Rich; This poor Gentleman had 
two Children, and little or nothing” to main- 
tain either ;, and he falling ſick, left- as a Le- 
gacy to one of his Friends, his Son, to ſee 
him nobly Educated, and as ſoon as he came 
of Age, to bny him ſome good Employment, 
moſt ſuitable and fitting for his Genius to 
undertake. And to his- other Friend, he Be- 
queath'd his Daughter, deſiring him to have 
her vertnouſly Bred, and to give her a good 
Portion, and ſee her well Married : And be- 
ing told by ſome of his Friends,--that they 
feared they would not like ſach chargeable Le- 
gacies; he aſſured them, that his two Friends 
were ſo highly Excellent, and truly-Charitable, 
" as he was very confident, they would take it 
for a great Obligation, his giving them a 
means to a&t ſuch a noble part of generous | 

Eres Friendſhip, | 
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which 
they perform'd very exaQly , heartily and 
punQually- in all Particulars. This Example 


of true Friendſhip, and great Charity, may be 


read by many, but I fear, will be imitated by 
very few ; becauſe few conſider as they ought, 
that none enjoys rightly and perfectly, the 
good of Riches himſelf, that is not ſtill ready 
to employ it for the good of others, which is 
in Effect, for his own ; ſince he that gives his 
Charity freely to the Poor, receives as. great 
an Advantage by fo giving it,- as they ca 
profit by ſo receiving it. | 
The Apo#le gives us theſe two grand DireQti- 
ons: The one is, To ſhun Pride ; the other, Not to 
truit in uncertain Riches. As for Riches, my 


© being a younger Brother has hinder*'d me from 


ever having had any to truſt in: And for Pride, 
( Ibleſs God) I had always a natural Averſion 
againſt it, and ſo truly deteſt it in all other 
Mens AQGtions, as (I hope) I ſhall never have 


.a thought of praQtiſing it inmy own, 


# Solomon ſays, Pride goeth before Deſtruftion : I 
am ſure, if my Deſtruction does not come be- 
fore my Pride, I ſhall have time enough ta 
conſider the wicked Folly, and prevent tit 
deviliſh Temptation of this common and rag- 
ing Sin, which is ſo odious in the ſight of our 
Maker ; as Solomon gives it the Precedency of 
all thoſe ſeven Sins, God fo hates and abomi- 
nates, Prov. 6.1. And truly, if we do but 
conſider as we onght, we ſhall find, that. the 
greateſt cauſe of the Troubles of our Lives, 
ſprings from the Pride and Reſtleſneſs of our 
inds, by envying what others poſſes, and 
not being content with what we our ſelves 
F 3 | enjoy 
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'all worldly Honours, Riches, Rh Table- 


keeping, and the like; which Men generally 
vſe, more to gratifie their ſinful Exceſs, than 
to ſatisfic their real Neceſlity. 

And truly *tis the fault of moſt, if not of 
all -of. us, rather to wiſh the Alteration of 
things to our Deſires,than to model our Deſires 
to the things we wiſh, though this be in our 


Power to effe&, and the other beyond } our 


Ability to attain 3 and'therefore, we ought to 
retrench all proud extravagant Deſires, as 
much as *tis poſlible, ſince the fewer of them 
we have in our Thoughts, the leſs of Tron- 
bles we ſhall have in our Minds, and be the 
eaſier and freer from Diſturbances and Diſap- 
Pointments in our Lives ; for tis the number 
of onr yain unreaſonable Deſires, that raiſes 
the multitude of 'our extravagant Wiſhes for 
them, and over-eager endeavours after them, 
and gives ſuch Troubles and Diſturbances in 


' our failments of them; in often attempting 


things, we cannot have ſo much as a Poſlibi- 
lity of obtaining; ſuch is our reſtleſs Nature, | 
that though we obtain the Conqueſt of moſt of | 
our Deſires, yet thats not ſufficient to com- 

Pleat pur Content, ſince the Diſappointment 
of any of them intermixed, gives a diſfreliſh 
to all our other Enjoyments z; Motions: of our 
Minds, being become by the falſe Meaſures of 


' Pride, Vanity, and Inconſideration, like the 


temper of our Bodies; the Diſorder of any 
one part, caſts a painful Trouble on all the 
{os And really, if we do byt truly conſider 
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them, but-of the 
firne Natwte 6f vid Age, Which affords much 
more: Sitisfition in the tithe *ris getting, 
than in the thing it If, whentis got, in onr 
Advancements towards them, than in our 
J = —_— of them; they are all but a. kind 
3 


are-hunting Sport, which only conſiſts 
fn running after the Gatne, and ends with the | 
taking of it. 

Therefore,the only Medicine to cure oyr Itch 
after worldly Places and Preferments, 1s, for 
us at. all times, and in all conditions, and ins 
deed, in every thing, to ſubmit our Will to 
God's, who better knows what's good for 
| us, and ſatisfactory to us, than we do our 

ſelves; and if we can grow but ſo Heavenly 
Wiſe, we ſhall certainly become fo Tempo» 
rally happy, as to fix our Aﬀedctions, and 
mount our Deſires, aim all our Actions, and 
ſanQtifie all our Love, in appropriating it to 
the love of God,and the keeping his Command- 
ments, (of which keeping a great publickTable 
1s none ) the only true effect of our loving 
him , and indeed , of loving our ſelves 
too, 

I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe, with this 
Conſideration, which may be uſeful to ſuch as 
live in Court, Town, or Country, or to ſuch 
rich elder Brothers, as will not be contented 
without keeping a great publick Table; or to 
thofe younger Brothers, as are well ſatisfied 

with a ſimall one; that as an over-eager and 
fierce Purſuit after what is not abſolutely 
neceſlary, is rather the Iſlve of a yain Am- 
| F 4 bitton, 
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r'Y "Ereat _ of the, 
- true,.Symptoms:,'of 2 pond. 7 Eo, 'but 
' the; Hl, Effects. of, a. ce tis 
the very ſame with Meat, as "tis, Riches 
which ;does not £on(iſt in having much, .but 
enough; This being, a, moſt ..certain Maxim, 
That. wo Man can be Poor,. that has enough ;, nor 
no Man can be. Rich, . that deſires more. = he 
ha;, or Wiſe, that covets more than he needs, 
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The FIFTH - 


DISCOURSE 
Of Drinking to Exceſs, which is a foul 
Crime in any Man, but in a Miniſter 
above all Men; aud therefore *tis the 
Duty of Biſhops, to uſe great Care to 
prevent, and ſtrict Power to puniſh ſuch 


Offenders. 


Have that devout Reverence, high Eſteem, 
and hearty Kindneſs for the Clergy of the 


Church of England, which I had always, and 


by the Bleſſing of God, ever will have; neither 
can I write my Opinion of ſome of them, 
without highly forcing my Nature, and truly 
troubling my Mind ; fince I have too much 
reaſon to fear, that all the Clergy do not lead 


\ 


ſuch ſtrict Lives as.they ought, and I heartily 


wiſh they did ;' but cannot expect they ſhould, 
till they are choſen and ordained Miniſters, 
principally for their good Inclinations and 
true Zeal for Piety and Vertue, and their hope- 
ful Advances in the Practice of a Holy Life ; 
and not barely for their much Learning, - and 
long living in an Univerſity z. ſince "tis moſt 
certain, that many Scholars that have natural 
Aptneſs, and a ſprightly Genius for gh i4-- 

ave 
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who have but a very little Fear of God before 
their Eyes. Ls 7 | | 

And therefore, to Purjfie and Reſtore the 
Ecclefiaſtick Order toits Primitive Beauty and 
Innotency, is fo 'far from the Work of a lit- 
tle Time, or an ordinary Means, as'T fancy, 
nothing leſs than a Miraculous one can Effect 
IEconfidering what a Crowd of youngBeardleſs 
Clergy, are ſcattered about His Majeſty*s -Do- 
minions, many of them being more known by 
their Canonical. Habit than Miniſterial De- 
portment ; ſome being inthe prime of their 
Youth, and others of them, in the full ſtrength 
of their Wildneſs; for the ſtate of Grace, 
does not always keep pace with the ſtate of 
Life; for thongh Twenty one is a ſufficient 
ripeneſs of Years, to manage a great Eſtate, 
yet it often falls ſhort of a ſufficient Maturity 
of Age, to make a good and conſtant able 
Preacher. 

For, Years advance with the ſame pace ina 
Man, as well when he ſleeps, as wakes ; and 
at the like Rate, when he conſumes his Time 
in Senſual Pleaſure, as when he ſpends it in 
Heavenly Contemplation : But the noble and 
1mprovable-parts of the Mind, att after a quite 
differing manner ; for- theſe, like the begin- 
ings of Nature , are at firſt weak and im» 
perfect, Strength and Perfetion comes on by 


- | Degrees. 


So Learning is not to be purchaſed by 
Whole-fale, nor to be maintained by Idlenefs, 


but 18 only acquired by conſtant Study, great 


/ Diligence, 
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ing in Men moves like a 
Stream, if it be not conftantly ſhoved fors 
ward, it will certainly run backward, and foot 
loſe what it formerly gain'd. ' 
And ſo indeed,magy an Univerſity-man who 
has paſt his Degrees of Maſter of Arts, before he 
left the Colledg, when he returns home to his 
Friends in the Country, ſoon becomes another 
Mafter of Art, in the Science of Hawking, 
Hunting and Drinking ;z with ſuch other Car- 
dinal 'Vertues, and noble Country Paſtimes, 
as are the immediate Growth of the Place he 
lives in, and the Exerciſes of the Compani- 
ons he aſſociates with, and hopes his Friends 
will not forget he is an Univerſity-Man, tho? 
he himfelf does ; which occaſion'd an ingeni- 
ous Writer to fay, That be thought-it more 4 
Shame, than a Sin, to declare he believ*d *rwouldl 
oft God leſs to raiſe to Life all the old Clergy» 
Saints that died in former Ages, than to make 
all the young Miniſters Saints, that live in this. 
But as *tis too-true, that there are ſome fery 
idle, debauch Clergy-Men, fo *tis moſt certain, 
there are many Vertuous Pious Miniſters ; anda 
therefore, he 1s both an ill Logician, and a bad 
Chriſtian, that will attempt drawing theſe 
Conſequences, of endeavouring to diſcourage 
good Miniſters from exerciſing the Pions Du- 
ties of their Holy Calling, becauſe ſome bad 
ones are negleAtul in the Performance of 
theirs. 
 Weread, that the very beſt Society of Men 


_ that ever was, or Will be in the World, had ' 


a Judas among them; and David, that was 
bleſs'd with the Title of heing a Man _ 
Fes LY FL God's 
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hays wiſe olomen quitted the true 
God, to adore the Idols of ſtrange Women : 
Men can make ns other Apology in this World 
for Sins, than only to. Plead, that. they- are 
Men, , and -fo cannot ſurpaſs all that's Natu- 
ral z the-very brighteſt of”all Created Things, 
the Sun, has its. Ecclipſes; and though ſome 


few of our Eccleſiaſtick Order may prove De- 


bauch'd, and others Unlearned, yet. certainly 


\ God does ſtill preſerve many, and many good 


devout Perſons among them, who by the good 
Example of a Holy Life and Converſation, Uo 


mow carry the true lmage of that great Ver- 


tue and Piety, which appeared at the Birth 
of Chriſtianity, in the Holy Perſons of the Pri- 
mitive Times. 

And therefore ?tis a Satisfaftion, that though 
all our Clergy are not ſo good as they ought, 
( and I wiſh they all were) yet they are not 
ſo debauch'd, as many fancy they are, and 
ſtrive to make others believe they be, by 
rendring them by their Diſcourſes, as bad as 
they would have them to be ; for ſeveral, be- 


cauſe they have no Religion themſelves, and 


others, becauſe they are not of their Church, 
ſo hate the Order of 'our Miniſtry, as they are 
ſo far from paying any reſpe& to their Per- 
ſons, as they attempt, not only to caſt ſhame 
as munch as they can on their Office, but as 
much as they dare on the Goſpel, upon their 


- Account. 


But that is all ſo made up. with Purity and 


. Truth, as it will not. allow the leaſt ſhadow 


of a 'Scruple, to approach the ' Luſtre of its 
pure Divine Equity 3. and all thoſe falſe Ako 
+ wooiben eros ical 
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Chriſt's Holy. Goſpel, (of which: there are 
too many, ) their Speech is but. juſt like: the 
noiſom Vapor, that riſes ont of a naſty ſtink 
ing Dunghil, which plainly ſhews the foul 
Corruption of the place it comes from, but 
cannot at all infe& the glorious Brightneſs of 
the Sun that does Evaporate it. & 

E hope .in this my Diſcourſe, Miniſters will 
find my Deſign to be neither over-ſearching, _ 
nor too ſevere; but for thoſe few who; lead 
debauch'd Lives, I muſt ſtill own, 1 haye too 
great an eſteem for their Office, to have any 
Complacency for their Faults, and muſt 'write g 
of them at ſo true and impartial a Rate, as ra- 
ther to hazard the loſs of their Kindneſs to 
me, than decline the real Effets of mine to 
them : I am ſure, I ſhall' give no juſt Canſe 
of Complaint to -the Vertuous Clergy , - by 
naming ſome Faults of thoſe that are not ſo, 
ſince by telling thoſe Vices the bad Clergy are 
infetted with, I do but repeat the Honours 
due to the Pions, who are free from thoſe 
Crimes. And for ſach lewd -Clergy-Men, as 
are infetted with this Vile Scandalons Sin of 
Drunkenneſs, which is the only one TI. ſhall 
here inſiſt on, and 'exclaim againſt; methinks 
the bare naming of it, ſhould be a ſufficient 
Argument of Reproof ; . for Drankenneſs js 
of ſuch a horrid Nature, as 'tis not only a Sin 
to commit, but” a' Scandal to repeat; -Nature 
her ſelf having marked it with a Figure of 
Horror, as ſince many that are not aſham'd to 
act that Sin in private, yet cannot but bluſh, 
when they are told in publick that \they do 
, It, 
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11: .endeayouring, to moderate :the Clergies 
Faults, but ſhall deteſt the leaſk Thought of 
multiplying their Vices ; but yet, I cannot 
tell how to beſtow my Praiſes, after the com- 
mon: rate ſome Men uſually give to ſome of 
them, which are generally ſa biaſſed, if not 
governed by Fancy, Aﬀettion, or Intereſt, as 
moſt praiſe them, ſuitable ta the Laye and 
Concern they have for them, rather than the 
true Vertye and Merit that's in them. 

Tam fre, I heartily Love and Efteeri. all 
the Clergy-Men that are good, and am truly 
| Jorry for thoſe that are not ſo; but though I 
loye the Vertuous Clergy very much, and have 
an eager deſire to expreſs it in all kinds, of 
Service, yet I know my own Ignorance ſ0 
very well, that I cannot have the leaſt pre- 
tending Thought to be their Champion,. by 
Writing ; ſince in that vain Eſſay, I ſhould 
be ſo far from meriting Thanks from” them, 
or gaining Applauſe to my ſelf, that: I ſhould 
| but diſcover my own Folly, and not deſerve 
' their Eſteem. # 
. For Iown Tam no Scholar, which is now 
my great. Trouble, . (and what's worſe as to 
the Reader, will be his Trouble too, ) before 
he has half look'd this over ; and therefore 
ſince I am ſo unhappy as to be no Scholar, I 
will not be ſo impudent, as to try the Ex+ 
periment. of making Brick without Straw, 
nor pretend to be Maſter of 'a Trade, I was 
never an: Apprentice to, and think to write 
learnedly without any Learniug, NE 
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though 1 want the: Skill 


of rnder: ms_ Fromm Rho ring wh a HG. 
Andr{9 after this manner I am wi 

gy, | cannot, avoid: ſeeing the Faults - rag 
thoughI pretend not an Ability to reQific 2 
Errors of any;, and cannat but. take. notice, 
that all our Clergy. are not fuch ſtrict Livers 
as they ought, nor 1o. highly Learned as the 
ſhould he; - for,. thongh to. judge Tright- 0 
Lezraing, is a Faculty that belongs only to: @ 
learned Underſtanding, which I. pretend not 
to; yet to-behold: a iniſter drunk, is but an 
aQ of Sight ; and Rong. I cannot argue well, 


yet I thank God, I can ſee truly. 
But on the other Hand, I cannot in the leaſt 


approve ſach- as ſcrew up, and raiſe the Fail 

ings of ſome Clergy, to a height. that ſurpaſſes 
all Moderation, and indeed Juſtice, by endea- 
vauring. to make the over-fiowing\ Exceſs of 
Drinking 1 in ſome few of the Clergy,. to be an 
entire Deluge of Drunkenneſs, over the whole 
Body. of the Miniſtry, 

I know that Drunkennelſs is a very foul and 
ſcandalous Sin in any Man, and ina [Miniſter 
above all Men ; but; yet it cannot. poſlibly be 
of ſo bad a Nature as the Sin .of Eve, which . 
was ſufficient todraw a Forfeiture of the State 
of Innocency on her whole kind ; infuſing it, 
Elf like a Leproſie over all ker Poſterity, as the 
Egyptian Plague, that left none uninfefted. 

" I never had ſuch an extravagant Thought, 
nor. (I hope ) none has, that our, Univerſities 
have the wonderful Art of making Scholars only 
for being bred thexe.z- as Spain has. the power- 
ful knack of making Gentlemen, menrly,. for 
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many that haye had their Ohildton therey )' no 
is a vertuous Life inſeparable from- Miniſters, 
for ſome Preach well, and yet Live ill ; their 
Sermons are Holy, but their Lives are not'fo ; 
yet ſurely, no Man that is indned with com- 
mon Reaſon, can be ſo very ſfenſeleſs;\'as to 
conclude the Church of Englands Religion! to 
be bad, becauſe ſome few of its ' Miniſters 
Lives are not good ; Vice may ſhelter it felf 
under a Canonical-Drefs, as well as any other-+. 
How common is it, to ſee dirty Streams to flow 
from the cleareſt Springs? - And who' dare de- 
clare himſelf Fool enough, to be *{o" totally 
Diſinherited from the meaneſt Portion of 'Rea- 
ſon, asto ſay, The Suns Motion 4s the leſs Regular 
and true, becauſe many Sun-Dials point their | Hours 
falſe, when. the Sur's light 1s ſtill one and the ſame, 
though the ſame Colours by their Reflexes are” many 
and chimgeable? God forbid, that - the Faults of 
ſome of our Clergy- Men; ſhould: refle& on the 
' whole Order of the Miniſtry, and muchmore, 
on the Truth of the Church and Goſpel; for 
a few debauch'd Parſons, can" no more dimi- 
niſh the number of the Holy Catholick Church, 
than the Corruption of a few individual Sub, 
ſtances, can' ſubtra& from the Matter of the 
whole Univerſe. 

And pray tell me, if yon can, .what Society 
of Men, ( nay, I will fay more, ) what De« 
grees and Kinds of Employments are there in 
the World, that have not their proportjonable 
ſhares in Sins; in ſome, Tuitable to their Pow- 
ers to a&z and in others, according to their 
wicked Defires to covet? I - fay covet, ſince a 
| Bn ti. -*- x oo os SR 
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F5 x08 \@s 110 
reaſoa: \£0- .beieve, that”. the Adultery. of. the: 
vals apndt.bes more finful, than 'this.of the. 
nd is fooliſh, being noti.only. a-dear;. but, 
timple wayet purchaſing. Damnation, te; 1m- 
brace{tht Grime;but,. not-the: Woman, to-undery! 
20 the Fania of; the;$in,; without enjoy»! 
ing the Pleaſure ofthe Wiſh-zand for; only-a 
flaſh of wickedluſtful: -Dehres, to, yentore [de- 
fervipg, hoſe of, Everlaſting: Burning. | 5 
Butany.;:Defign/iss. 89E no. launch. into-Di-: 
ſcourſs of) this Nature, but;only;to-mind:you,: 
that Debavichery-13 Rot: more; { nay, God; for-: 
bid it: ſhould: che fs gr oJnkail'd on [our 
Clergy, afid:their,:Rious Calling, 1as ory all; 0- 
ther- ſoptsiigf Ofhegss and; Degrees: of Men ; 
for:indged,-7tis:not only; the Nagure of Clergy 
Mey; :bnethe,, Naturei ob Mankind, to. bercore: 
<ruptand ſinful, being: a]l;conceinfd, in Sing 
and. the. yery-Þbeſt-:ap; tha; dWorkd4carenot, free 


from | the regs, of; [thes3 hHfection t - SK. Panl 


faid, of. Peref tim Oe blame-worthys:: and! 
therefore not! infalliblei>ahd;yet: his! worthy. 
Succeſſor. the Pope,: is ipfalhiblas. if you'll: be: 
lieye the Zapiſts, which Lam, Gre; L460 ;1006; \/7 


Tis certain that ſome-haye lefs Faults thai. 


others.3 and tis.as certain, that none are: withe: 
out, ſome ;.| He; is the beſt Man. vhat: has feweſt: 
bur he is more. that» Man; that; has-none:3: /1o 


that we may; both eaſily and, afely! conclude,” 


that there can -be' no Miniſters ſo Pious: and: 
G Vertuous 
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- Fconfeſy Thave: Heard (and il hopes e?ris but 
har fiyYy of a Cl SE A ne 
lyiptofange in! vis Urinking? Jollinyy!:us” to de- 
chate;” That theuph': he x cl Sthrdy \ ro 
his' Pariſhioners, .a-Sermoivto lead ial firidt (Pi- 


_ 'ous Life, foria:hamirett 'Pouhds 2\VYeax'; ye 


he\would rn6t:he/boindae af Net xdnftunt Ob- 
ſervance'6f0iry himſelf for sPhontind:' A 
ftrange Prodigy: df Profancneſs; tenfieefor' any; 
| Chriſtian"to beiytbet. mbiblevitked for 
any-Miniſter £6i{ay-3 for firdbpy as ftch: 
fane ſcandatoug-Cletyy-Many'4s Wiews in!his 
Eife ;-:4 - hisi'Biſop 'is agfortimate,-23f ::not 
blomeable in his Thoicey inugivihgotlic: tare of 
athets-Souts-vohim,} who" antnids tor theown. 
22 Tis” an Obſetration-amvbnayrext Politicians; 
inthe Regalating State Afarrs,*thata Prince's 


Favour, or a-Man's 20wn: |poodiBortune; may 


advance him: in-the/1eginning to! liph Employ 
ments, ''artd thereby -to! great] Renowri0im the 
W oft; «but icmuſt be his trne. Wiſdom, high 
Abilities, -and good: civil Depotenient ,- that 
muſt carry him on aid bring hit off; $£o'as to 
petform his Office with Sttceeſs:ard Eſteem, | 
'viand now; theslike': maybe Jatd' of a Mini- 
ſtot;/ thar his 'Biſkops Favour, and his goed 


Fortwe'(to'be:of: Kin to him )' may advance 
* CYCU3To ov & . 1M 


him 


- in the Church; yer-for-all, itmuſt be-his preat 
Learglag,” exemplary Plety, aftive Charity, 
and-conftant Humility, that'muſt Recommend 
him to," and Preſerve him in Eſteern! among 
all religious-and ſober Perſons; ahd if he proves 
defetive in them, he may'/thrive in the Wealth 
, of this Livings; but he [will ever want the 'E- 
ſteer 'and Praiſe of all ſober [and 'vertnous 
Perſbns'.of his Pariſh and Neighbourhood, 
who wilt never value .him/ the more, for | his 
rich Livings, (nor his Biſhop vthe-better, for 
ſo 111 "pr Aur ; ):fince-int a great Meas 
fare, [ſach'/'a Miniſters' Faults, 'are but the Ef- 
feQs of ſuck-a Biſhops Neglect. 
' A Biſhop in 'his Dioceſ3, ,oright to be'like 
the Pilot'in' a Ship, ' whoſe Office is to give 
 Motion-to all-other Officers: in the Veſlel:; and 
fo, as a Biſhop in Dignity; is greater than all 
his Clergy, ſo he otight 4n Learning , and 
Spirit of -Govertiment, to be ſuperiour t0 
them all 5 aid not only' to know what 'his 
Clergy ought to do, (but to make them do 
what they ought, 

Indeed, 1 did know one Biſhop, (and but 
one, ) who took no notice ( at leaſt; jim any 
publick + Cenſure.) of ' a- Ckrgy-Man' in his 
Diocefs, who - by often dfinking to Exceſs, 
 tnade a wicked and ſcandalous Invafton, on the 
Pious Life, which « Miniſter of the Goſpel 
vught -to lead; and at the ſame time, did {i- 
lence #nether' of his Clergy, for makirig but 
a flight Jncurſion on the Out- bounds: of his 
Lordſhips Privikdge; and Authority which 
minds me of a pretty extravagant Law a- 
thong the Turks, That he that ſpeaks but a word 

G& 4 againſt 
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againſt Mabomtt 1s. to ſuffer immediate Death, 
bg no-ſuch Law made, or Puniſhment 
us'd for ſpeaking -againſt God himſelf, for 
which the Turks give this reaſon, That Maho- 
met is to revenge his ' own Afronts when, he can, 
but the great God may ao it when he will. 

But though 'tis true,: that God can revenge 
his own Afﬀronts when be will, ,yet we are not 
to revenge our own Aﬀronts when we can, nor 
at all though we could ; yet publick Miniſters 
of Juſtige, are to. puniſh others Faults, -or elſe 
they'l make them in a manner their own, i ſince 
delaying Juſtice is a kind of refuſing/it.' | _ 

I am fare, in the Diſciplineof War, I have 
feen a poor Soldier hang'd on 'a March'for but 
ſtealing. a Lamb, (though perhaps urg'd to it 
through meer Hunger, ), for good Example ſake 
to terrife others, from doing the like; whilſt 
ſome Parſons endeayour'd robbing the Elock of 
their Pariſh; and as the Prophet ſays, making 
like - People, like. Prieſt, by: this, debauching 
with. the bad Men in it, and thereby ſcandali- 


Zing the good-Men of it, by. this ill Life, and - , 


bad Example ; and yet ſometimes it has hap- 
pen 'd, that a Parſon's: black Caſſack has ſhelte- 
red his Faults, whilſt a Soldiers red Goat did 
but ſerve to aggravate his Crime :: We read that 
Conſtantine the Great, was ſo high a favonrer of 
his Clergy's Reputation, as he-wiſhed - they 
would wear red Coats'during their debauche- 
ry, that they might not ſcandalize their; FunQi- 
on ; for ſure a Fault of. that Nature,;muſt be 
much- worſe in a publick Officer of the Church, 
than in a private Soldier of an Army. 

Indeed *tis now-almoſt as rare- to hear of a 
Miniſters being turn'd out for drinking too 

| much 3 
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much 3; as for, a ſeaſon'd 
for loving 'too© much Beauty, which is a ſort of 
fooling now worn out of faſhion, moſt young 
Mens hearts being as very fickle, as their Mi- 
ſtreſſes humors are inconſtant; and meer Beauty- 
Courtſhip, is now become a Divertiſement to 
paſs away time, but not an Inſtrument to de- 
ſtroy Life, Beauty-Love being now grown of 
the ſame temper as the Gout, which though it 
may torment Men's Bodies, and weaken their 
'Limbs ; yet being but a Paſs-time and Diver- 
tiſement, it rather prolongs their Life, than 
ſhortens their Days : The Gout to Life being 
like Aſhes to Fire, though it hinders its clear 
burning, yet it occaſions its longer laſting. 

Really for my part, 1 do not think ita ſuffi- 
cient excuſe in a Biſhop, upon complaint to 
him, that ſuch a Miniſter uſes often to drink to 
exceſs, to ſay, if he had known it before, he 
would never have put him into good Livings 
but now he knows it, why does he not turn 
him ont, and make his ſhame as publick as his 
Fault, according to St. Paul's Adviſe 2Tim.5.20. 
Them that ſin rebuke before all, that others may 
fear to do the like; and ſuch Biſhops as do not, 
I look upon ſuch Miniſters Faults, to be in ſome 
ſort the Iſſue and ProduCt of their Biſhops 
neglett. | 

Indeed I have heard, ( 1 do not fay I believe) 
that there have been ſome Biſhops that have gi- 
ven to Miniſters in Marriage with their Daugh- 
ters Church .Benefices, inſtead of mony Porti- 
ons; which is an Injuſtice ſuitable to that of 
many Widows, to reckon the Management of 
their Son's Eſtates, as an additional part to 
their own Jointure: And it has been reported, 
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my Lords the Biſhops, that have-given/-largo 


Livimgs to Miniſters, much more on'theaccount 
of being near of kin 'to them, than for any . 
Vertue or' Learning in them; only conſidering 
that the Living ſuited well with their Kinfman, 
bat not minding how iltthe Kinſman ſynted with 
the Living; by which means, they rather de- 
dicated the Church to-them, than them to/ the 
Church; which probably. may be the reaſon, 
'#har it often happens, that the pooreſt Livings 
have the beft Preachers, and the richeſt Pariſhes 
the worſt Miniſters, {( bnt the Biſhops neareſt 
Kinſmen ; ) he giving to them great Livings, 
whom the -Untverſity never made good Scho- 
tars, nor they themſelves ſober Chriſtians. 

Iam ſure *tis a Goſpel-rule to all Men, and 
to Miniſters above all, 'to'do things of good 
Report, which certainly drinking to excels, -is 
not ; for the Apoſtle Paul, is ſo far from allow- 
mg 4 Miniſter to be drunk himfelf, as he will 
not allow him to keep company with thoſe 
that are, no not ſo much as to eat with a Drun- 
kard, 1 Cor.5.1t. and really in my Opinion, 
lince Minifters have their Church Benefices gi- 
yen them, not during natural Life, but religi- 
ous Living, my Lords the Biſhops ought tq 
take away the Benefices of a drunken Miniſter, 
and giye it to a ſober religions Clergy-man ; 
ſince 'tis moſt certain, that there are ſober pi- 
pus Miniſters that want gbod Livings, as well 
as ſuch ſcandalous drunken Miniſters want good 
Lives ; and indeed I cannot but think it reaſo- 


- nable, that a Clegy-man that inflames and-fires 


himſelf by Wine, ſhould be us'd as Fire that 
breaks and flames out beyond its limited _oundh, 
Lit; which 


; nor can b 
why. a Bihop: Di an tarniog 


Ninifter, out. ;of 1bjs Dioceſs, when 
the 2 tells kim, / that. Gad, himſelf baniſh- 
eth all Jpryakards | from his Kingdom. 

And-gg'tjs.certain, that Riches and Poyerty, 
are barely: in themſelves, a matter without 
Form, :agdpre ſuſceptible. of contrary impreſ- 
lions, { f. good and bad ; ſo truly I fancy 
Church ivings: are much of the ſame Nature, 
when; ;& Biſhop gives them to a. truly Learned, 
Vertugils; and. humble, charitable Miniſter, he 
will be-ſure to make a gocd religious Imprefli- 
on in, the Dioceſs he is of, and the Pariſh he 
lives 4n;- both to his Biſhops high Praiſe, aud 
to his Pariſhioners great good. 

But if he diſpoſes rich Livings to an unlear- 
ned, vain, idle Kinſman, it is a means to pulf 
him up with Pride, and Idleneſs, and 1o occa- 
lion a DillatisfaRtion to the Pariſh he is Miniſter 
of, and a_Diſrepute to the Biſhop he is.of kin 
to, and preferr'd by. For as a King is incon- 
liderable if ftripr of all Power and Reputati- 
on; ſo. a Clergy-man is d:ſpiſable, that 15 un» 
cloth'd of Picty and Sobricty. | 

And yet-fuch Miniſters (as vain, idle and 
unlearned - 8s. they are, )- muſt be forced to 
preach £very-;Sunday ; and what's worſe, the 
Congregation bound, .or rather condemn'd to 
hear them 3; though poſlibly the Office,of a Mi- 
naiter, is not only -above the reach of his Abili- 
ty to perform, bur againſt the Bias of his own 
Laeninbte nadertake, did not. the great Advan- 

Tages, of -fuch'bigh Proſerments puſh hjm on to 
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to follow a Pack- "Hoon : thindd 
Congregation of Chit ians, 46 101-f: 
than expound aQha apter, to beef | 
cer, than a Church'one x * being fo + Sti 
Peter's Temper, as to be more readyIhb draw 
his Sword for, »than'to way with Ws Lord 
aid Maſter. - High: 

And thus 1 have given you in'few5words, 
what I take to be the Occafion, of ſlifth y bad 
Preachers, and ſo many diſſatisfied Tdingrega- 
tions, and indeed” ſo many. illl Livers1n Tic 
Pariſhes, where there are ſuch bad Miiſters. 
- But. "tis more than time to make my Ap#logy, 
and humbly beg pardon of my Lordg#the Bi- 
ſhops, for reflecting ſo ſharply upon-Perſons 
of their high Office and Dignity, for which I 
have as great a reverence, and-eſteemi as any 
Man; and I am fire their Lordſhipsdo well 
know, that at very worſt a ſharp: cenſaring 
Pen, is but like a Fireſhip, which though ter- 
rible to all ſhe comes near to, yet *tis only 
deſtructive to that it faſtens on : My Diſcourſe 
only glances at ſome Biſhops, without faſten- 
ing on any one, and I humbly pray their /Lord- 
ſhips, as I do alſo the Reader, to be aſfur'd, 
that I really believe, that there*snot one of all 
my Lords the Biſhops, ( as to that filthy ſcan- 
dalous Sin of Drunkenneſs) but! dots deteſt 
and abominate it-in any Miniſter. yet | fear 
there are ſome - forget to; puniſh: that /great 
Fault, and Omiſſion,+ which' I'd@ 'not at all 
think ſprings from the 'want of 'their good In-' 
tentions, but through the Infirmitles of -their 
bad Memories, which is a defe& that commonly 

* attends 


wry" | 
hope the more eaſily pardon my Pre- 
bor fden in venturing to refreſh thoſe- whoſe 
great Age, has robb'd them of their gooq Me- 
mories,” to memorandum ſuch of their Lord- 
ſhips of their unaQtiveneſs in ſearching into, 
and ſeverely puniſhing of any Miniſter in their 
Dioceſs, that ſhall ' be guilty of that foul and 
ſcandalous Sin; and I humbly conceive their 
Lordſhips need not be diſpleas'd at me, it be- 
ing-noDiſparagement or Diſcredit in any kind 
to them for the great God as he is all-pow- 
erful 'in "himſelf, makes uſe of ſecond Cauſes 
to- govern this World ; And our Souls though 
they are never ſo Heavenly, and all Spiritual, 
have yet need of our weak, fleſhly Bodies, to 
work their Operations by ; upon which conſi- 
 deration, though I know this Diſcourſe is very 
dull ; yet "tis not impoſſible but it may be able 
to quicken their Lordfhip's Memories, as well 
as a-blunt Stone may give a ſharp Edge-to a 
Knife; dull Means: have, and may produce 
quick Effects : Weread in the Roman Story, 
that the hiſſing of the Geeſe was the means of 
ſaving the Capitol z and we find in Scripture, 
that the Iſraelites once borrow*d of the Egypri- 
ans ;, therefore I hope my Lords the Biſhops 
will not eſteem it a ſufficient Cauſe, to ſlight 
and undervalue what I write to them, as not 
worth their Conſideration, becauſe it contains 
no'matter, and ſo isof no uſe; ſince I am ſure 
their. Lordſkips are too knowing, to juſtifie 
that Propoſition," for then they muſt hold That 
Light i is of no uſe, for it has no matter, 
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- Bot-my deſigo is nog-to; argue again it their. 
Lordſhips, hut puly to defire they-woald.nax; 
believe, that this Diſcourſe deſigns. refieQing,, 
either on their great Learning, or-high-Gallingz 
but only,on-ſome of their Lordſhips bak Memo- 
ries; .for. I preſume nat in” the leaſt,; to pre- 
tend to-teach them what they do not; know, 
but to mindthem a little of what they-do 3 and 
the ableſt Writers of great Volumes, ſcorn not 
ſometimes to make uſe of a ſmall Scrip- of Pa- 

| Per,, as a Memorandum, -to mind them-of what 
elſe they might forget, and-that is-all; my- Di» 
ſcourſe pretends too, or aims at. RE 

And now-to continue on my Diſcoprſe of 
the Miniſtry, 1 declare, .as tomy own Opini- 
on, Iamvery far from having the leaſt. Jacli- 
nation to bea Presbyterian Puritan : And though - 
the Miniſters of Geneva, have the general Cha+- 
racer of being ſuch, . yet. I cannot. but wiſh, 
our Engliſh Miniſters would imitate their man; 
ner of living, 1 do not. mean, as to their 
Presbyterian -, Churchebehaviour , ſpeaking . to 
the great God of Heaven in the Pulpit, with 
their Hats on;. and: to the. Magiſtrate in the 
Streets, with their Hats,off ; they making;their 
inward Sanctity in Religion, to, deſtroy their 
outward Ceremony in the Church, which in 
my Opinion, argues not-fo' much a Tender- 
neſs of their-Conſcience, as a great weakneſs 
in their Judgments; for ſure, when we come 
into God's Houſe of Prayer, our approaching 
to him there, in our Devotions and/Supplica- 
tions, with-humble Poſtures of the Body, does 
expreſs, and make part of the inward- Reve- 
rence of the Soul ; and ſure, fince our gracl- 
ous God has redeem'd the one, and made the 

otner, 
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po that 1 am very far. from! wiſhing, our. 
Miniſters would imitate the Geneva Clergy, 
in | their - Unceremonial- Behaviour in their 
Churches, but to follow their Grave, Sober, 
Miniſterial Deportment oit of them. 

[ lived ſome Years in that Puritanical Town, 
which is only ſuch to the Townfmen of it ; 
but great Liberty is allow'd to all the Pro- 
teſtaat Strangers that come tinto it, for few 
Papiſts do z and I can truly fay, that all the 
time I was there, -I never faw, or heard of 
a Miniſter, that upon any Pretence ever went 
into.a Tavern; and when I 'met any of them 
in the Streets, 'which was but rarely, 1 obſer- 
ved, that all Perſons did pay them great Re- 
ſpe, far from ever uſing them as many do 
our Clergy, after a flight familiar manner, 
calling them in the Streets, Fack and Tom, how 
do you do ? Come, let us drink-a Glaſs of 
Wine together,. which too many Gentlemen 
do, and too many Miniſters ſuffer to be done ; 
for ſuch Familiarity breeds Contempt, and 
makes Men as little reverence their Doctrin in 
the Pulpit, as they do their Perſons in. the 
Streets, 

Sure none believes a Miniſter Sond what 
he thinks, that preacheth ſtri& Lives to others, 
and leads a looſe one himſelf ; that condemns 
Drunkenneſs on Sundays in the Pulpit, and 
yet keeps Drunkards Company all the Week 
days in the Tavern ; ſuch a fort of Hermophro- 
ate-Preacher, that's partly a good 'Miniſter, 
and partly a good Fellow, the beſt Character 


I can BIve of him, is but the ſame: that was 
given. 
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ble good Preacher, and-an extraordinary - good 
Companion ;''That when he'was in the Pulpit, 
was pity he ſhould be ever'out of it,;and when 
our 'of /it, that” he ſhould beever 1a it. 

I: do not Tay, neither indeed do_T think, 
it ſcandalous, for a Miniſter, now and then to 
g0 intoa Tavern.; ſothat the Errand be- good, 
and the Company ſober ;. ſo that the ſtay be - 
ſhort, to-viſit a Friend, or meet about Buſi- 
neſs; and provided, that drinking be.not the 
main part of it; for *ris with a Tavern, as 
with Fire, if you but: juſt paſs the Hand 
through .the Flame, *rwill neither ſcorch nor 
burn, but if you ſtay long, *rwill be ſure to 
do both: And as Solomon ſays, Prov. 23. 30, 
32. They that tarry long at the Wine, will find at 
laſt, that it buteth like a Serpent, and Fingeth like 
an Adaer. | | 

Indeed it may ſometimes happen, that Mini- 
ſters.have to do with young, wild, debauch'd 
Perſons; ſo that if they do not meet. them in 
a Tavern, they may poſlibly be. forced to go 
and ſeek them in a worſe place, or not find 


_ them ar all. 


Therefore in ſuch Caſes, Miniſters [may 
make the ſame Plea for going to a Tavern, as 
a Philoſopher did, for kneeting to a great proud 
Tyrant, whilſt he was ſpeaking to him; who 
being blam'd for it by ſome of his Friends, 
why, faid the Philoſcpher, How could IT help ut, 
for having earneſt buſineſs with bim, if his| Ears 
be in his Knees, muſt I not go where his Ears 
are? And do we not read in Scripture;"that 
the Holy Angels themſelves went into wicked - 
Sodom, when their buſineſs calld them there ? 

I pro- 


weld eſpecially in -fuch'as are: Clergy-Men ; 
and how inainly : influentual fuch ;Retiredneſs 


is to Prayer, certainly we can. have-no-better- 


a Pattern, ; than . that of our | Bleſſed Saviour”s 
own Example, who! choſe a Mountain, prefer- 
ing Retiredneſs there, before the great Crowds 
of Jeruſalem. 

Certainly, Miniſters are. not oblig'd for be- 
ing ſo, tolead ſuch ſtrict moroſe Lives, as to 
need to confine themfſelvss: always . to- their 
Study, -as the great Emperour of Perſia, does to 
his Court ; that his Subjects ſcarce ever ſeeing 
him abroad, might conceive more awe for his 
Perſon, when he appears in Publick ::, Nor 
need Miniſters confine themſelves to. the ſtri& 
Severities. of a Convent ; theſe are; no Duties 
incumbent. by any Goſpel Rule, on. the Mini- 
ſterial FunQion, but rather the contrary; for 
it being undeniable, that the greater, always 


includes the' leſſer ; it. muſt therefore certain- 


ly be, by the ſame Rule of Proportion,' .and 
Parity of Reaſon, that ſince the Apoſtle re- 
quires a- Bithop to be given to Hoſpitality in 
_ his Tioceſs, ſo a: Miniſter ought alſo 'to: be 
the: like- in the leſfer Orb of | his Pariſh 3- and 
as Charitable Hoſpitality is a kind 'of Duty 
belonging to his Office,, ſo is alſo ,moderate 
Recreation a Duty, he>ſtands indebted- to his 
Nature. 

I mean, - by Miniſters moderate Recrcations 
and Paſtimes, not only ſuch as offend not God, 
nor prejudice their Neighbours, but ſuch as do 
not walſt too much of their Time; for. Minitters 
ought to: uſe Recreations, only to- fit them 
to ſtudy ; and not as our idle London Sparks, 

that 
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20the Body, like Allay Io Gold and: Silver, a 
little makes it run and work the better, but 
uſing a"great Quantity, debaſes much its "true 
vatee'3- and indeed, ſuch Miniſters. as give 

themſulves large Ranges of 'Paſtumes,/ are 'apt, ' 
as the Apoſtle _ To. be lovers of Pleaſures 
more than lovers of Goal. | 

* Moderate Recreations and Divertiſements, 
is ohe:of the grand Needs Man's\ Nature re- 
quires5/ and ſuch neceffary innocent Paſtimes, 
are mot only lawful, but as neceſſary for Mi- 
nifters as others, who ought not to 'be fo very 
fragatof their Time, as 'to be laviſh-of -their 
Health: The Wings of the Mind" cannot be 
always {ſtretched out in- ſtudions -Contempla- 
tion, bit muſt require ſometimes Recreative 
Refreſhments ;- for the continuance-of Study, 
like that of Labour, as. it depends /upon' Mo- 
deration;-fo "is deſtroy*d by overViolence: 'Our 
School-Miſtrefs Nature , teaching us this 
Philoſophy, That what 15 violent, cannot be laſt- 
ing. 

Solomon tells us, There is a Time (0+ rejoyce, 
#5 will 'a5-to mourn, to ſhew us the [nipoſlibili- 
ty, that all the ſpace of a Man's Lifecan-be 
equally ſerious ; and like the Mediterranean Sea, 
to be always without any viſtble Ebbing or 
Flowing.- - Doubtleſs, God does not exact the 
fall Meaſure of all our Time, in one Species of 
a contmual Devotion, provided "there be an 
habitnal Reference 'of it to him,- #4n all our 
Actions ; 'who allows Mirth, | Recreations, and 
all 'moderate *' innocent - Drvertiſements, #or 
Refreſhments to our Minds, as he does Sleep 


for the ſtrengthning our Bodies z and. both: are 
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hy al not "be ſo miſunder- 
be at be believ'd, I write againſt Mini» 
= te. rid - lawful Recreations, bat 
their unfawfol Viſitations of Taverns and 
Fivern:Company; ' the | often Repetition of | 
which, thuſt and will create Scandal: And we 
know,” we are not orfly' commandedto avoid 
but to. ſhun the: Occaſions, fit. We 
read; that the Aatarices were not only forbid 
to” drink' 'Winte, bat. to eat Grapes, from 
wheticethe Wine came: And St. Pau dire&t- 
e> the Theſſatonitens, To with-draw © from every 
BiobBer that walketh iſorderly; -and'F am ſure 
*His.4 Gpſpel Rule, 'To-«bMain from'the 
anet- of. "'Evilw Ajid - Rap Solomon ' did irbid 
bf from drivhins Wine '\and' Riony Drink, 
EY ſhould pervert” Fudgment, ' and: forget the 
; Fn the fame Inſtrodtion' 'ahd -Prohibi- 
er? reacheth as well to all Clergy-Men; that 
they are alſo forbid drinkingexceſs of Wine, 
ad ſtrong Drink, teſt they farger the Go- 
I." 
Lys am confident; ſonte of our Miniſters would 
ndt viſit Taverns/To oft, nor drink- fo much, 
hadthey not ſome ferret Uope, that they are 
——__ notice of ;*and ſo fatcy, they do as 
the Chitren of the Captivity did; walkin the 
midſt of the Furnace-flames, withont fo mnch 
45th ſmell of Fire''to paſs on them ; and for 
alf their running into Taverns, { the Furnace 
of Drunkards') not to' be inflam*d with the 
Guilt, or ſcorch'> with the Scandal of De- 
| banichery: Indeed" i; would -be” mach wiſer, 
that” ſich an infeqted Miniſter, would ge 
that 
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«Put on-his Leproſie with, t] 


-walketh with-the Wiſe, ſhall learn dow 2 


who by putting on the, 


ways attends the \infeQted, / 


{till wait on the vicious: Solonron ſays r Poſh 


ſay, He. that keepeth Company / with 
will learn Drunkenneſs. - . me 2 oy 
Debauch'd . Company. .wi .certa 2 
dice us whilſt, we.live, - and poſlibly.;deftray; 
us after Death 3, but Pious. Vertuous: Compa- 
ny, will. not only credit and arg us, 
whilſt we Live, but may benefit;us after 
We have a.yery ſtrange Example Recorded ar 
Scripture,, of. an Advantage'.one had by lying, 
in the Grave with a Holy..Man ; for. he, that 


ſure -by the Rule of, .Contraries,. 1 it 0; 


was buried with the Bones of Eliſha, recovered, 


his Life, 2 Kings 13. 21-;for.only lodging with 
him in, the FpAVe, by,a Miracle of that Proj, 
het. - 
, Hiſtory inf rms us, That. St. Hjerom him-. 
ſelf was ed? for his often viſiting the 
fair and vertuous Lady. Pawa,,. to comfort her 
after by great:loſs.of her dear, Husband:Zoxan 
tus, ay that ;WasS, EE of all the Ex- 
cellencics: an nd. Beauties, ft t,could, any ,way. 
adorn,, either; her Soul or Bo + z and, cher vgk 
Birth ſuited; to. both. 6: bin: 
This vertuous Pattern. of Women,:; w 
her -Hiahand: died, to ſhew. that. ſhe cared fo or 
none; in- the, World, when. be was out, ob; it, 
retired from. her owa Houſe,” to live in God's; 
and ſince ſhe. could enjoy 30; longer her'Huſ- 


band's Company « on Earth,-ſhe reſoly'd. only 
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EE LOL lant Pray ing to. him, | and Serving '0 

him; and; in;-order thereunto,. preſently left | 
If Rome,, Ahd-in a Pil; FUE Naner, travell'd ; 
' through -Cypras. and Paleſtine, and ended. her 
Pilgrimage in a ſtri& Religious Retirement at 

| Bethlehem , -in. which Place, Hiſtory ſays, ſhe 
Erected. 


1. three. Monaſteries, . or Feminine- Aca- 
demies- for-her Sex ; as Houſes of Retirement 
from the, World, to ſpend their Time, and 
end; their Lives : in, by conſtant - Praying , 
- and Singing Hallelyjahs to their Maker. 


. . The occafion 'of glancing, -my Diſcourſe a 
little og this SubjeQ, is. on. Deſign, that a de- 
bauch'd Miniſter may be; induced by it, more 
ſeriquſly. to conſider, and refle&t, how very. apt, 
Cenſure is to fall, not only on vertuous Wo- * 
men, but on. the molt Saint-like men, upon 
ſome ſeeming Occaſions, (and which were in 
all Reaſor, bur ſeeming; ) for ſare *twas very 
irrational _ to conclude, - that her Eyes could 
burn with Luſt, that were always wet with 
Tears ; arid that good St. Hijerom, who came 
meerly to comfort , her afflifted Condition , 

( whe was only fit to create Pity, not receive 
Love, ) could . at that time haye a thought of 

_ attempting her ſpotleſs Chaſtity ;* yet all 
theſe convincing Circumſtances, could not it 
ns protect him from _ Scandalous Cen- 
ure. 

; Let a debauch'd Miniſter thercfore conſider, 
that by. the” ſame Rule,- how much more im= 
ptobable IS 1t,..-that ſcandalous Cenſare ſhould , 

not overtake a Miniſter, who often viſits the, ,- 

Taverns, and. not judge. him to be a Tavern. ,- 

lover ; for how can he be fo unreaſonable as to # 
| | | H | Expec . 


0 


0 


ae AT OT ERTTE7 Ton ger mn Aa, Ee . 


SS. 2... 4. 6% | 


expect, that Cenfiire will forget he i & Mini/ 
ſer, when he himſelf does often” forger 'in | 
the Tavern, that he is fo,. by drihnking to'an' 
Exceſs; and ſo makes hitnfelf a meer 'Beaſt,, by 
drinking away that Reaſon, that ſhould differ 

him from one? mens 1 
' For my part, I cannot fancy how a dranken 
Miniſter can expe& to be believ'd, ' or hope 
to be truſted by- Pious confidering Men, when 
he has caſt off Truth in his Holy Calling, and 
Sobriety as to his vertnous Living, which fore 
will never gain Credit to what he fays, or 
Eſteem to what he does; for Drunkenneſs! is 
not only a true Symptom, but the- ſad Effect 
of his debanch*d Inclination ; for 'as Men's 
Wealthis diſcovered by their large Purchaſes, 
ind great Dealings, and Difeafes known by 
outward Signs, as Palenefs, Faintings, and 
the like ; ſo indeed, the high Calting of a 
Miniſter of the Holy Jeſus, onght to be known. 
to the World, by his pions, ſt and exem- 
plary Life, conſtant Humility, and ,great Cha- 
rity, and all other vertuons- Actions, that 'be- 
long to a Church-Officer that ſerves at the 
Altar; for 'a Miniſter that has a Holy Sonl, 
mulſt lead a vertnous. Life, ſince he whoſe Prin- 
ciples are truly Religions, his Attions of 
courſe muſt be truly vertuons, as 4 'Cholerick 
— Words are uſually Cholerick like him- 

elf. 

Really, if I had my free Vote, 'and fall 
Delire in this grand Aﬀair, I world. have Holy 
Orders to be like Holineſs it ſelf; and they 
only that deſerve it, to poſſeſs it, and thoſe 

\ whoſe Life and Converſation did' not render 
hem fit for it, ſhould never be receiv'd and 
$46 | admitted 
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long bn \Unjrebiny ; for Biſhops Kindred 


are not !dlways Saints » nor Linivenſtyniies: 
{till 10es 

Erulyz'L never teheld. a \'Clergy-man OVer- 
' gone: itt but: ftill-1t minded: me of :So- 
tratess; ſaying,,/ of the. famons Caryer -of 
Abbonk;' ag: being -at a-Publick Feaſt, and: 
Socratts:6bſerving hitdii to. be:much in Dritk, 
and yet {till Rtivang to he: more, Sogrates fd 
red the Company to-abſerye the ſtrange 
per of that.'rare | Artiſt} That - could take ſuch 
Pains, to make Stones look like Hen, and. yet can 
0 take Jus Ploejang fo anake himſelf look. like 4a 
Beaſt 

Really; ſuck a Miniſter that is infetted with 
this. ſcandalous .'Sit; ought: as 'an Antidote a= 
2ainſtit, to 'reflet often on. the Number. of 
Years, the Sums 'of- Many, the feveral-Days, 
Labour, 'the many Nights Watching he hath- 
ſpent 'in 'Schools and Univerſities ,- to make) 
him fir for»the Dignity of a Clergy-man ; ahd. 
next, to conſider what great Pains he takes, and: 
Rhetorick he uſes in ithe Pulpit, to perſwade 
his Pariſhioners to live like Saints, and yet 
can all this time be pleis'd. himſelf to live like 
a Beaſt, by wallowing/ia-the |Mire of naſty 
Drunkenneks : : and thereby, not only rob him- 
ſelf of the Reverend 'CharaQer of a good Mi- 
'niſter; but deſerve the fd Title of a bad 
Chriſtian, and to have his name, not only 
blotted out of the Communion of . Saints, 
| but raſed out of the Liſt of Rationals: 
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| up 
Sax to gen : ren I. fee; no 
reaſan; why it may not, beccall'd Tine an 
the courſe of Wickednefs, ant: of (Chriſtian 
Parents'to: raiſe Children td the Devit ;.. may, 
what.4s yet ſtranger, that any GoſpeE Miniſter | 
that attends at-the Altar ; who: wears ."the- 
Gown. of a Miniſter,/and receives the' Fythes of 
a Clergy-man,' canyet,whilſtihe-wearzGod's Li-. 
very; «entertain himſelf.im the-Devils/Service ; 
for certainly, drinkingtoExcefs.is Satan's Work, 
it- being'a Goſpel-Truth}) i7har 20: Draxkarihſhal 
inherit the Kingdom of. Heaven. FIT 
I fancy. "twould be .impoſlible, any: Miniſter 
could continue in the Practice of this Sin, it 
being ſach a naſty, 'as well as' unreaſonable 
Vice, as not only any Miniſter, : but: any Man: 
cannot but. be aſhame> of himſelf, if -he but 
calls-to Mind, that all the very Beaſts, that 
are guided by no higher . Principles than that 
of meer Senfe, do yet dr{dain Drunkenneſs, 
and wilt on no account, be invited to: be guil- 
ty-of ſuch a font Exceſs, as to tranfgres the 


. regular ends and needs of Nature, by drink- 


ing more than ſuffices. 

And indeed, we need only look on theSurkice, 
and Superficial Part of this vile and ſcandalous 
S1n, without diving at all into the drx{mat. In- 
ferences, . and dangerous Confequences: of it, 


and its Attendencies that are numberleſs : For. 


Drunkenneſs puts a Man, not only- beſides 
the Power of all others governing him, but 
the very. poſlibility of governing himſelf ; his 


 Drunkenneſs making him dv many things, that . 
_ tis ſober and vatargh Temper would utterly 


abominate 3 > 


w$ not db _ may = 


bar rags, [kno 
| knows'-not:iwhat;z kill bis: Father, pedo 
Maother';; lie with-his Panghtery/,, (witneſs 
Jax, ).and not only i'a&t ae age, Hxtenph 
gn0Gcd; het bighelicengugues rae "dmc 


In ſhorty. I-cannot; fancy: what 

Miniſter' can propoſe; to; excuſe this fn 

© ous Sino others, 03i ro moderate the, Bn 
Guilt of it to Jmfelf; (in daring; to- profane 
and vilifie his Office;] by-a drunken Lifey ;ug- 
leſs it.'be;; that/he keeps dome ſecret, -Hope ;10 
Reſferye,: that our Savyigur: wall ay to him, - for 
drinking the Week-days,;; what; he ſaid: 20;.th 
Fewiſh-Prieſt-hood for profaning; the-Sabbathz 
And the Ptidfts. on 'the $ebbath; Day; profanee,4 the 
Sabbath, and are blameleſs ; but that was ſpoken 
by our Saviour, as an Argument againſt the 
Phariſees, in Juſtification of his Diſciples eat- 
ing the Fars of Corn on the Sabbath Day, to 
ſatisfie their Hunger z and therefore, Chrilt's 
Diſciples ſo eatin on the Sunday, will ne- 
ver excuſe a Miniſter's drinking to excels tfe 
Week days ; ſince the Diſciples cating, was 


ing to exceſs, is only to abuſe himſelf and 
his Calling, which ought ſtill to be ſoberly 
{tri&,' and ever pioully exemplary. 

But this is a Subje& fitter for a Volume than 
a Diſcourſe ; yet, though I have not writ 
nar ſo much as this. Subject wall well allow, 
yet P'm ſure, IT have writ much more than 
theirPatience can well ſuffer; and therefore, hav- 
ing already-far exceeded my intended Brevity, 
I ſhall write no more, and wifh, Thad not reas 
ſon to have writ ſo much on this kind of 


PP 


only to ſatisfie Nature, but a Miniſters drink- * 


H 3 Subject 
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SibjeR;" char of this ; Tj 
Men, wliom'T had ever a greatReverente for, 
and "ſhall w_ paytia cohſtans: Kindneſs, o__ 
| 'ahd therefove Lildefire, 
eee Ae etl 
i{cowrle; for! de to ſar 

#0 Pte nor others :34" hevelrepeoteithe 
6; Aviatiout! 9HAing che Man, midrptnord 
gt pay hea? 31 rep Perfomkn i? +110 
re, | ebat. Miniſter that is 'infeRted 

With; Sn a Ea incer of ent 
and" kndalout Sits of: ; Drotkentitls; let ith 
not chink, 1 point” atleÞi Li at" Hit ;:*buv 1&& 
HitnYhilak of bimflf,” and remember his' Ho 
1y":Office 3: for "tis his bad! Life;/ fot thy wy 


Pens, ther wi cordemii and punilh him." 
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DISCOURSE, 
-v' Of -Dull Long SE RMONS. 
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up TY | f » 
? IS. a common Proverb, That Truth is 
ngt. to be ſpoken at all Times; and I am 
iure "tis atrue {aying, : /t ought not to be aſham'd 
at any Time; And therefore, 1 ſhall not fear 
, to. make..a true Diſcovery of my Opinion, as 
to dull loyg :; Sermons, Which, is this, That.I. e- 
ſleem an;Hours Sermon. of the very beſt Rank 
of Preachers,: ſtill-enough, . and of the worſt 
ſort of Miniſters, ever. too. much, becauſe {q 
had : Far, .I.. believe, an ingenious piops Di- 
ſcourſe ,, that does not exceed the . Pulpits 
_- Hour-Glaſs, can never tire the Congregations 
Patience, ;but they will like it well, and praiſe 
it- much, , though moſt underſtand , it little, 
For as*tis the commangSoldier that makes up 
the,main Body of ano ay, {ſo *tis the vulgar 
ſort of People, that fills up the Body of the 
Church ;;.and few. of them underſtand high - 
Notiqns,,or..gquick Reaſoning 3 and no. won- 
der, when many of the Country-Parſons them- 
ſelves do not, if one may judge of their Learn» 
ing -by their Preaching} © ., 
H 4 Sure 
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- "make their Sermons ofſuchicourſe . 
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- Sure, if theſe dull fort of Conntry-Preache. 
ers. have Wit and Parts, they keep. it- up only 
to their own uſe, .not their troy wa 
profit; or elſe perhaps they fancy, that be- - 
cauſe courſe Diet ſuits beſt withsCountry Sto- 
machs on working Days, that therefore, ſuch 
a kind of ſpiritual Food will do the like on 
Sundays; which: occafions' ſome, bfitheny to 
Home-ſpun 
Stuff, as is much apter to ſtupifie Mens At-. 
tentions, - than inſpirit their «Devotions, hav- 
ing little in them of Weight, excepting that 
of over;loadjng their Congregations Patience z 
their Sermons evaporating into' fiothing but 
meer Talk, containing no ſubſtaatial Argy- 
ments for the Convittion' of Sin;'or ſpiritual 
Allurements, for the Practice of Vertue, © 
Their Sermons. teaching their Congregations » 
little” other Do&rin,* than that. -of * Patience 3 
and truly to learn %m' that Vertue, "they need 
no other Logick than” that of hearing them, 
their Sermons teaching Patience, ' Juſt as cer- 
tain Charms drive away ſome kinds of Diſtem- 
pers; to repeat the Words, is to effe& the 
Care: . | E533 ec*btu* 

1 kave heard ſome of theſe dull cParſons, 
that did not ſo- much follow their Text, as St. 
Peter” did our Saviort® afar off ;. for! they fob 
low it 'not at all; (Vihtean, to: any purpoſe) 
and the jeſt of it is, that molt of theſe Preach- 
ers when they are jn the Pulpit,'think to deal 
with their Pariſhioners, as the Sun does with, 
the Northern Climes; making by 'his long 


ſtay, an amends f6t "his weak' heat; fo they 
fancy, ( or rather miſ-fancy )-rhat' what their 
Sermons want in' the goodneſs of the Matter, 

_ they 


Jo . , \ F--- y” 97 . "= * G Un 'k ] 
& þ 3 Ax = : 
* * E- y " 2 _ , 5 » 
, 'V *” « > : "" j : wh + | ce 
i ” 6 


| fort, andby that-means,” make the Diſcaſe 
F mich work" by That Kind" of Remedy : For 
though Solomon ſays about” cleaving of Wood, 
' Ff the Tron be blunt, there mu#F be more ſtrength 
aged tothe Blow ;, yet he never faid, to the 
pert and” cleaving 'a Text, That if the 
tacher be blunt and dll, that therefore” bt ought 
t0 add more length to bis Sermon, 
In a Word, T have heard ſome of theſe fad 
ignorant Country' Preachers, make ſach long 
uſeleſs Sermons, as nothing lefs than great 
Charity and high Civility, could prote& their 
. Sermons from being called the fooliſtineſs of 
Preaching but yet, though their Sermons be | 
never {o bad, their Calling 1s very” good, and 
therefore'we muſt reverence our Miniſters, as 
we are Chriſtians; and thongh ſome 'of' them 
are. inconſiderable in their Preaching, and not 
over vertuons in their Lives, yet we are not 
to make a Jeſt at'their failings, but pay a. re- 
ſpe& to their Office, for their Mafter's ſake, 
as we do Livery-Men, not on their own Ac- 
count, 'but Maſter's : 'Yet the uſual” Apology 
of fuch is, That their Sermons are as good as 
their Livings ; an Excuſe, which correfponds 
but. ill with their Office ; for, certainly tis 
but bad Pulpit-Do&trin, ' though "very good 
Cook-ſhop Logick, to'proportion' Mens Mear, 
not according to what They can eat, but what 
they will pay : But theſe Meaſures will not | 
hold * in the Diſtribution of our, ſpiritual 
Food, that becauſe my Lords the Biſhops will 
not gtve- ſuch Miniſters as good | Livings as 
they expect, ( though” poſſibly, they have als ' 
ready larger than they deſerve, ) that .there- 
*, $a | fore, 
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ought ; :and. by. reaſon their 
(as they incy) uſe them, well, 
fore, they. pay: uſe they FE we The 
Penance them. for others. Faults. - . 

I fancy, tis. often, with the Church. as tis 
with the State, and that,”tis as impollible, for 
Biſhops to give great Livings to all | the ini- 
ſters that. think they deſerve t as, /tis. for 
Princes to reward all their GO jocks anſwera- 
ble to the value they: place on their own or 
rits and Services; and. therefore, ſore 
will ſtill, be complaining, either becauſe hag 
fancy their Friends ar:ull requited, or. them- 
ſelves nat well recompenſed, 

When, may be.if. truly conſidered,” 'tis not 
that their Prince is leſs kind, or they: more de- 
ſerving; but becauſe they, extend. their Merit 
farther than it ought, and br think their Prince 
leſs kind than -he ſhould be, ſtill remembring 
their preſent Deſires, ,, but. ofren forgetting 
their former Rewards, their new Deſires de- 
facing their old Obligations ; ſo apt fin Meg 


tolook forward on Greatneſs and,Pretexment 
few reflecting on whatthey Fowy are,;bpt moſt, 
on what they vaigly Wou 

In ſhort, *tis a:co Og with ſame 
Clergy-men,, to uſe! _ Biſhops,, .as. ſome 


. great Generals do their DO ereinns, z Who .{cr 
| Jo high a Value on their. paſt Services, . and 
have fo,great an Opinion of their KMiited” Me- 
rit, as they will -never allow; they have. loſt 
their Princes favour on; any, other Account, 
but that of having; over-merited it. 


-" And 
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- And/*tis an experimental Truth, praiſed: 
by Clergy-men; '2s _ that real 
Obltipations penetrate into their' Hearts, 
Cl aries moſt - Men being -more 
aQtive.-to- revenge a Diſcurteſie, than: t0:re- 
- quitean Obligation. 2 Sure ſuch Miniſters:ine» 
ver ' read ' Senece's (good! Advice, - or at. leaft, 
will not practiſe it'3 He that preacheth” Grati- 
rude, \'pleads rhe' Cauſe both of God and Man; 
for without \Gratitude, we -can ntuher be Soriable, 
or Religions.” . - il 1 ana *., 21 

I muſt -confes, I cannot but think-it-ſtrange, 
thatmy Lords the. Biſhops will-Ordain ſuch a 
fort 'of very ignorant ' Preachers, nor can [. 
but pity 'ſach as are confin'd to hear: them ; 
ſare, ''Bifhops only give. ſuch Men'; Livings, 
ſaitable: to the worſt of Preachers; [but - their 
poor Congregations muſt give them Audience, 
anſwerable 'to; the beſt of Sermons;; | for 'an 
Hour; is-an Hour'/in all: places; nor will the 
Pulpit-Glafs run the faſter, becauſe the Sermon 
is bad, nor the flower, becauſe "cis good. 

Really, 1 have often buſied -my+- Thoughts, 
how it happens, that England being now fully 
planted with Chriſtian Perſons, ( though in+ 
deed, almoſt waſte!of good Chriſtian Livers ) 
and that the Docrinofonr Bleſſed Sayiour, be» 
ing now. received in all places of it, ( though 
ftritly/pradtifed by; very. few in it,,) how it 
comes to: paſs, that fuch Crowds can have ſach 
an'over-grown Zeal, to hear a long:dull Ser- 
- monina'Corner, and yet fo little :eſteem- for 
the publick Prayers 4n the Church, unleſs -it 
be, that 'meer hearing, 1s the moſt eaſfie and 
lazy of all Religious: Duties. 

| | Moſt 
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* Exilidea 4o Apples, cfteeraing il the Jargeſt 
For'the beſt; as if Sermons were like- Mooy; 
the” heavier the' better :; -I had the: Curioſity 


in'the time of the late Uſurpers Government, © 
to hear ſome of 'the famous: Conventicle-hold+ | 


ers-forth,'Preach'; and as to my own Opinion, 
I found their long; Prayers, cock*d-up- Eyes, 
zealous demure'Looks;: with their. many 'An- 
tick-Poſtures, gave me - more: Divertiſement to 
ſee , "than Advantage to hear. \Theſe "make 
their ſtrong long-winded Lungs, to paſs for 
+ the true Symptoms of a good Soul; and their 
cager lond Talking ,":for 'a high fervency /6f 
Spirit ; and if they. do but beat and: thump the 
Paipic-Cuſhion luſtily, no matter though they 
never "touch' their: Text, ſo they; can- Preach. 
but-earneſt-and long : Theſe Men-paying-+ſuch 
2 Reverence':and/Devotion -to a long- winded 
Sermon, 8 if *ewere the only Effential: Means, 
and true end of all Religion; when. in! plain 
"Truth, "the main Deſign*and principal” End, 
that the beſt ſort of Preaching: can aim at; is 
to\ſtir-vs up, -and mind us of the Duties -of- the 
Goſpel Religion, both for our Underſtanding 
and Practice ; 'but yet itſelf, is not: the, 'way 
nor "end; in any other” manner, than if 'one 
ſhould ſay, Such- a Man carried me-'to my 
Journeys end," only becauſe: he directed+ me in 
the'right way to it, when-all know, his Tongue, 
without:my(Will, his DirtQion,” without» my 
'own'Motion, could never; have: adyanceds-me 
' fo much as, one ſtep towards jt; for, ' though 
Scripture ſtiles Miniſters "God's Meſſengers and 
Ambaſſadours, yet their belt Sermons, can” be 
but 'a delivering God's Meſſage in earneſt 
Words, 
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their Dodrin on-our Lives: rot yooer ogy 
- But *tis' the well regulating} our Wills =_ 
Aﬀections, according| to the Precepts of / the 
Goſpel; ſuch as Juſtice/ and Temperance,.:In- 


- | nocence of Mind, and Purity of Heart;z- when. 


we perform. frequent - Aets. 'of, Charity. with 
Cheerfulneſfs, and are void: of- vaim-Glory, but 
full of pure Devotion; when we' uſe conſtant 
fervent Prayer,: and daily hearty Repentance, 
with: ſtrict Endeavours for the +kee ing all 
God's Commands, which will inſtru to 
Iove God with all onr Soul, and our Neiwh- 
bours as. our ſelyes : | For theſe are the, execu- 
tive-:parts of God's Errand | by his Miniſters, 
andhischieffCommands, all which' we obliged 
are ſincerely to obey, that we may receive the 
Comforts and Approbations of a. good - Con- 
ſcience, - as a conſtant Feaſt, and certain; Re- 
compence in this World : For thus a; trul 
good and generous Chriſtian, does not ſo muc 
prapoſe the profit of a good Action to himſelf, 
as the ſatisfactory Duty of performing it to 
his God. 
. Ina Word, Pm ſore tis our well PraQtifing, 
not the Miniſters gpod Preaching, that will | 
carry us to Heaven ; ; which is plainly told by 
the Apoſtle, That *tis not the hearers, but the 
doers of God's Will, that ſhall be ſaved. | 
And for matter of- publick Prayers in our 
Churches on the Week days, I have often ob- 
ſerved, as I have gone to hear the Morning 
Prayers i in the Cathedrals, to have ſeen there 
three or four Perſons, belides the poor Alms- 
Reople, who follow the Loaves ; attending 
there perhaps, as much, .if nat. more for their; 
Corporal 
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*" Corporal! Fab, tha their Spiriem ; ; which 

| hh nn es fancy, of a Gentleman, 
who was going one 'morning into one of 'theſe 
Cathedrals, ( more out of Curioſity . than De- 


votion, as you will eaſily believe by the'Stary Y- 


- atPrayer-time, and finding the Congregation 
to conliſt, of mod ans or fix Perſons,; he 
begg'd their Pardon for coming 1n among them, 

ſaying, He believ”d they had a mind to be private ; 
and -fo for fear of diſturbing them, .ot rather 
troubling himfelf, he went preſently Hud of 


the Church, 
And yet tis indeed obſervable, that Cwide of 


theſe very Men, that will :not be perſwaded 


to meet at the publick Prayers of the Church, | 


will upon no account miſs going to hedr''a 
dull tedious Conventicle-Sermon,, extheri'of a 
Lay-man, or a filenc'd Miniſter ; and: ſooner 
harken to his canting up of -ſome new facti- 
ous 'Opinions, which favour little, either of 
. good Doftrin, -or true Loyalty; and rather 
follow ſuch a Man's Spirit, than an Orthodox 
Preacher,- only becauſe he is ſuch. 

Indeed, theſe Conventicle-Sermons, among 
other ill Qualities, did in the Uſurpers Time, 
often beat in Mens Ears, fo much the Liberty 
of 'Chriſtians, as ir. did for a long time, help 
to drive out of their Hearts, the Allegiznee of 
Subjects. 

And thefe very Men, who will not wait 
half an Hour to hear Common-Prayer ( ſure, 
only becauſe "tis ſuch, ) in the Church, will 
yet liſten, and attend with great Devotion, 
to hear one of theſe dull long-winded Ser- 
mons with great Guſto in a Corner though 


this Mungrel- -fort of Preachers, often talk 
. unſuitable, 


| 
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Laing cripture and Reaſon ; for 
5 | they generally uſe ſich Tautologies, by their 
* | extempoty' indigeſted Expreſſions, and "vain 
: long-winded' Repetitions, (which is much fitter 
to' trouble the Ear, than to inflame the Heart,) 
which _ our Bleſſed Saviour declares againſt, 
Forbidding us t0 uſe them as the Heathen, who 
think to be heard for their much ſpeaking.” 

"And wiſe Solomon Niles it, no bgtter than 
the Sacrifice of Fools : For doubtleſs over-long, 
Sermons, when fraught with idle and yain 
Repetitions, either in Conventicle Meetings, 
or Church Aſſemblies, are not only unpleaſing 
to the Congregation, but diſplealing to God 
- himſelf; the Truth of which, we may be eafily 
ſatisfied of, if we will but harken to the holy 
Spirit, who ſays, God is in Heaven, and we 
br on Earth, therefore our Words ought to be 
ew. 
' Thave heard ſome Scholars ſay, "tis. a Rule 
in Logick, That which proves 100 much, proves 
nothing ; that is, one. may miſs as much by o- 
vet-ſhocting the Mark, as by under-ſhooting 
it : I fancy, this Rule may alſo reach Preach- 
ing ; and he that makes -his Sermon too long, 
miſſes the mark of good Preaching, as to his 
giving any great benefit to his Hearers ; for a 
long Sermon that tires my Patience, muſt needs. 
dull my Memory, and drown my Attention ; 
for "tis uſual with great Crowds of Words, 
as with great Crowds of Men, for one to hin- 
* der another; and therefore I wiſh, all long- 
winded Preachers ( of which there are too 
many.) would obſerve St. Paxl's Advice, and 
become Wiſe to Sobriety ;, for 1 would have Mi- 
nilters Preach ſo wiſely, to keep in the ſober 
Meaſure of an Hour, Certainly, 
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Prayers of the Church, and' ſo eagef to. run 
to a Sermon in_a private Meeting, (of which 
in this Age of general Liberty, there needs 
no ſuch thing as Privacy, . all Opinions, ex- 
cept Romanifts, being now allowed in - Pub- 
lick, ) cannot yet haye the Confidence to,de- 
ny, that 'Prayer,. does not much ſurpaſs the 
beſt Preahing ; ſince they cannot but allow, 
that Prayer muſt. be more lentil neceſſary. 
to Salvation, ſince every. one. may ht 'and ap- 
ply Prayers, accotding to their ſeveral Waats, 
- and preſent Occaſions, - _ . | 
But a _Sermon-Diſcourſe , be ' it, neyer ſo 
piouſly | Excellent, and ingeniouſly Learned, 
yet 'tis ſtill promicuonſly applied to all : the. 
Congregation in general; and it often hap- 
pens, that Men make it their Buſineſs, to Ccar- 
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ry away moſt of that part of the Sermon they 


need leaſt; many being more apt, to diſcover. 
the More in their. Brother's - Eye, than the Beant 
in their own ;,. they will poſſibly remember what 


the Miniſter ſays, againſt Pride and Covetouſ-. 


neſs, and ſuch Sins as they are not enclin'd. 
to, but know their Neighbours are infeQed 
with ; but.will.skip the Sins of Swearing and 
Drankennefs; and ſuch 'others, as they them- 
ſelves are guilty of ; and therefore, do not 
reap any benefit by the- Sermon, becauſe they 
do not apply its DoQrin to their own proper 
ſhare 3 and ſo like good Phiſick, ill applied, 
does rather hurt, than-good : For it may be 
ſaid of Preaching, what a Philoſopher ſaid of 
Reaſon, That *tis not ſo much the great-Perfettion, 
as the fitter Proportion of Reaſon, that works | 
Hpors . 


| bs "Wig 
Min T7. "me. 
Dr _ when David was to 
He choſe Sling that fitted his 
ore Saul's Armor, 1 that was too big 
for hi Boay; For thoſe things are only neceſſary, 
Jhick promote that end; for [which they are 
neceſſary. 

In ſhort, Sermohs.are only Diſcourſes of God 
arid Religion; -but Prayers, are our dire& Ad- 
dreſſes to, him. Sermons can only tell us what 
we ought'to do, but Praying, is the very doing 
what we ought: "Prayer is the very belt part 
of a Sermon, concotted. into ſpiritual Nouriſh- 
ment; our Love to God expreſs'd in fervent 
Prayer, being the very Soul and Spirit of De= 
votion 3 and therefore, ſince Prayer is the 
Quinteſſence of Preaching, certainly the praQti- 
cal part- of Holineſs, muſt needs, as much ttan- 
ſend the: Theory, as Health, does Phyſick, or 
performing vertuous Actions, "does the bare be- 
ing told they are ſuch. But becauſe my laſt 
Diſcourſe .on ſome Miniſters ill Lives, was like 
their Crime, very large ; this my Diſcourſe on 
Miniſters dull Preaching, ſhall be- as all their 
Sermons ought to be, very: ſhort: And fo I 
have done with dull long Sermons ; and I wiſh 
for the publick Good, all. Preachers had fo 
L600, 
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- "Ertainly FR Engliſh _—_ ets excen 
7 ing” well -and ate: extraordinary good 
c I wiſh I-coul&juſtly; ſay, all our Þawyers jen; 
ſd''r60, )* beirig Eſtabliſhed; as 'the® wiſe Mart 
fays,' For - 4 Buckley: to them that walk upyiglitly; 
anda ſcourge to all evit ders : But yet our old' Laws 
being: writ in- Zatiz and French,” it renders Map4 
ii Charta, at; leaſt, to the vulgar ſort of t 
Laity, but as the Maſs is to the 'common- ſort 
of the Papiits, us'd in an unknown Language'z 
whichalF of then are baund+to--hear; | and few 
are taught to underſtand. 

And truly, many of the ignorant Laity i 
the Law, are ſometimes engaged in Law-Suits, 
without ever knowing the true reaſon why 
but are perſwaded by their Lawyers, to believe 
they have juſt reafon fo go to Law, and fo- pin 
their Quarrel and Cauſe, on their Lawyers 
Skill, as Papiſts do their Faith on thetr Prieſts; 
and og? it often happens, that the Lawyer's 
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Counſel, as the Lay-man's ignorance; is great, 

as to-the underſtanding of it ; our Laws” being 

now-a days us'd, more, for the learned- Coun- 

{els Profit, than the ordinary ſort of Lay-mens 
Knowledge ; the famous, Counſellers of the Law, 
Monopelizing it, ia 'a manner - by whole-ſale, 

to their own Uſe and, Advantage z - and then 
deliver it out to the poor ignorant -Laity, but 1.4 
by Retail, after what Manner, and according £ 
4 ſuch Rates and-.Delays, as they- think. 

Revo - | | 

And therefore, really. in my Opinion, our. 
ſo entirely depending on our Lawyers Know - 
ledg',. Truth and Skill, on eyery doubtful 
Word. ina Writing, is a great Violence, both 
to our Senſe and Reaſon, not fſuiting with. ei- _ 
ther,..to be fo lead about blind-fold- by them ; 
for they will not let us fee clearly what's' our 
own by;right, without, putting us to the trouble 
and charge, of Feeing-one Lawyer, or more, 
as Vouchers to confirm ns, in the Aſſurance 
that *zisſ0; which ave but like Paſs-Parts from 
the petty Princes,. along, the. River of Rhzne, 
that can; carry . us no farther, than the- narrow 
bounds of their own ſmall Territories. - 

Sq, ,many, Lawyers Counſels, extend, no far 
ther, than their little Knowledg, ( and perhaps, 
leſs Honeſty; ) and whey we have occaſion but 

0'travel. a. little . farther ' in any ambiguous 
ord, or:dark - and doubtful Expreſſion in our 
Conyeyances, we muſt;poſt 'to a new Council, - 
aad&;ten to one, but; he -contradidts the former, 
and unaſures/us, whatithe other did aſſure vs z 
and theg. forſooth, we-are: oblig'd to Fee them 
both! to: reconcile their | Opinians', when ig 
ſt 12 bY Truth, 
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Truth, neither of themare fit Judges,” both-be- 
"ing concerned Parties as to their own Intereſt, 


- which is to obſtruR, or at leaſt delay agreeing, 


Office and Book of - Regiſtry, in every _ 
s 6 C2 O 


which none can doubt, if they will but - refle&t 
on the many Scruples, Difficulties, -and' Ob- 
jeftions they uſually conjure up, to puzzle and 


amaze us with: Really ſome Lawyers make 


Law Suits to. be a kind of Circle, without any 
End, except that of our Mony and Patience. 
| When” indeed, I beheve our Laws might 


without Difficulty be known to all, and pnaty 


underſtood by every one, of the very lowe 
Claſs of Reaſon, or at leaſt, as much of the 
Laws, as relates to the grand and dangerous 


' Traffick of buying and ſelling Eſtates 3 which 
- - might eaſily be ſetled and: ſecured, without the 


great Sin of cheating another, or the common 
fear of being coſen*d ones felf ; and ſo prevent 
all theſe coſtly, vexations, - wrangling \ - Law- 
fuits, which are bnt the uſual Appendencies 
that attend now-a-days moſt Purchaſers.  * 
And as: ſome Men are induſtrious'in getting 
and conveighing Eftates to: their Children, fo 
ſome Lawyers are as ſnbtle and careful, -tn fo 
wording theſe Conveyances, as to be ſure that 
their binding Clauſes ſhall never ' be ſo cloſe 
made up, 'but that they will ſtill leave room for 
a private Trap-door' to let -in ſome [donbts, to 
bring more Griſt to their Mill, and to breed 
more colt and trouble for their Clients Cauſe, 
and more freſh Fees to their own Purſe. 
. And 1 fancy, theſe. Inconventencies may'ealily 


be prevented, if we were, or would be'but fo 


wiſe and! prudent, in this- grand Aﬀair, as our 
Neighbours are in Holland; for they have an 
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of their Country, to ſecure 'all Purchafes from 
Fines, and/to prevent all Diſputes, Quarrels, 
and Law-ſuits relating tothem. 8 - 
 -Andtruly, if we would but obſerve the wiſe 
Meaſures of Holand in this particular, it would 
not only bring a conſtant Security to the Sub- 
jet, of what they buy, but bring a noble Re- 
venue to the King, out of all they fell, with 
as much Satisfaction, - as all contribute to the 
advantage of the Poſt-Office, of which there 
are few that pay not their ſhares, and none 
that are not much ſatisfied withitz and ſo I am 
confident, all except the Lawyers would allow 
their conſent to a Regiſtry-Offtice, without the 
leaſt murmuring : And as tothis Branch of His 
Majeſty's Revenue, I am ſure His Majeſty would 
read it in a-plain legible Hand ; and ſome fay, 
The Crown Revenue has been often us*d to be writ 
in Short-hand, and given in large Accounts, If it 
bas been ſo, I am ſorry for it; but whether it 
has or has not, *tis none of my Buſineſs here. 
Which is to acquaint you, that I lived many 
Years in Holland, and was aſſur'd by a Wiſe and 
Noble Engliſh Peer, that lived, married, and ſold 
an Eſtate he had by his Wife there ; ( an Expe- 
riment which I wanted Land to try, ) that e- 
very one holds their Lands in that Country, by 
Deed, under the Seal of-the Pariſh his Eſtate is 
in: And the way to buy and fell Lands there, is 
after this manner. But firſt, you muſt know 
| there is in every Pariſh of Holland, a Map per- 
- fetly drawn, of the exat Number, and true 
Value of every Acre, in each Pariſh in that 
Country, which is kept in the Chancel of eve- 
ry Pariſh-Church : And-there is in every one 
of theſe Pariſhes, one they call a Scout-Maſter, 
1h) | l3 which 


es "AN > Fe ate iro Burgers, 
| ory which is 'the Maſter and Keeper- of 
the Regiſtry there : Now; if any one haba de- 
fire 'to 'ſell his Land, and has agveed' with a 
Chapmari for it, he is to acquaint the Scout of 
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the Pariſh his Lands are i in, therewith, whoap. 
points him a certain day for - it. Then the 
Seller is to go to the Secretary, and of him 
the fortieth part of the Mony he ſells his/ Lands 
for, which Proportion belongs to the States, of 
all Lands that are fold in their Country, | 
Then *tis the buyer's part to ſearch the Re» 
giſtry Books, what Debts are entred "on thoſe 
Lands; orif any Intails, or Caveats, or ' other 
Incumbrances of any other Nature, be Regiſter'd 
there, and if there be none that are a'barring 
to the Sale, then the Seller is next to get a 
Certificate from the Secretary, which 1s to be 
proluc'd in open "Court, to the- Scout, two 
Burgers and Secretary, which make a Cuormm z 
which Certificate is read aloud in the Court, 
and there they view the 'Sums of Mony that 
are indorſed on their Deeds, or Patent, which 
they compare with thoſe in the Regiſtry: -Books, 
that they may truly find out, and juſtly ſum 
ap, what Debts are dne on that Eſtate, with 
the Time when, and the Perſons to whom, 
thoſe Indorſed, or Regiſter*d Sums are due to z 
and if the Perſons are abſent, the ſeveral Sums 
ſo ſet down, with the juſt Intereſt thereof, are 
depoſited for their uſe in Court ; and the 
Eſtate fo cleared, and all 'Incumbrances 're- 
moyed, and the fortieth part paid, the Scout 
calls for the Scllers: Deed, 'or Patent, which 


he” held this Land byy and cancels it 1n'open 
Courty 
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pader thejr-Haud and. Scal; which contain anly 
theſe few Lines. | © TR 


7 Herras John O Nokes, Proprietor. of 'the 
' Lands of Green-Acre, 4n the Pariſh of 
—— did make his Requeſt t0 us, for leave ts ſellall 
bys Kight, Title, and Claim untothe 'faid Lands unto 
John O Style, for the ſum of —— which we 


conſented to, and which Sum the ſaid John O Stiles -. 


hath received; In Conſideration whereof, we the 


| faid Scout, Burgers, and Secretary of the Pariſh 


of —— de ſell-xnto John. O Stiles, his Heirs and 
Aſſigns, for ever, all the aforeſaid Lands, &Cc,'  * 


And if the Seller owes any other Debts,” not 
Regiſter'd-as aforeſaid, the Creditors muſt ap- 
ply themſelves to his Perſon or Goods, or forme 
other way ;z but can never faſten -in the leaſt on 
the Land fo ſold, which occaſions their giving 
fifty Years Purchaſe for Lands in Holland 
whereas in England and Ireland, for want of 
this means of Security, they uſually ſell but for 
twenty in the one, and ten 1n-the other,  be- 
cauſe of the -Uncertainty of Titles, and the 
Danger of Incumbrances, which you ke in Hol- 
land by their. Regiſters Office, 1s with little 
Trouble and ſmall Expence prevented. 

- -But if any Caveat be enter'd of an Intall 
made, or:Gifts given by the. Proprietor, either 
on Marriage, or other valuable Conſiderations 
in ſuch Caſes, 'the Court never diſpoſes of any 
ſuch Lands ſo incumbred , till all Incambrances 
are firſt removed, which prevents prejudice ts 
all Parties. | I 4 
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* - have IntaiPd Eſtates 


-I have heard ſome Lawyers obje&, If: fiich- as 

cannot ſell them, - but thoſ 
whoſe Eſtates are not, may, Where+is the 
of fach a Dutch Regiſtry in England and Ireland, 
ſince all have the like Power and Liberty with- 
out it ?. I grant they have all the like freedom to 
ſell, but I deny all have the ſame Security to 
buy ; for by purckaſing according to this Datch 
manner, *tis impoſlible any can be coſened in 
his Purchaſe and” Title, or diſturbed by Incum- 
brances in his Poſſeſſion ; but by our Engliſh 
way of purchaſing, thouſands have been de- 
ceived, and thouſands more will, by Mortgages, 
Judgments, and "many falſe Arts / and cheating 
Conveyances, which the beſt Lawyers -now 1n 
England can witneſs, by their own woful  Ex- 
perience, as I my ſelf have heard from their own 
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But though *tis moſt certain, if ſuch a Book 
of Reglltry were Eſtabliſhed by A& of Parlia- 
ment, to be kept in every Shire-Town in En- 
gland, and County-Town in 4reland, with the 
like Orders and Rules, that are now practiſed 
in Holand ; though it would doubtleſs leſſen the 
Rates: of Intereſt-Mony, yet it would certainly 


- Faiſe much the value of Land,by ſecuring thePur- 
chaſes of them. 


Yet ſome fancy, that the bringing in ſuch a 
Law in England and Ireland, would be of the 
like Nature and Prejudice to the Lawyers, as 
opening and uling' the Coal-Mines about Green- 
wich, would be to London ; ' which though it 
would undeniably bring a vaſt Benefit and Con- | 
veniency to that City, and all the Country about 
it, yet *twould undeniably ſpoil and ruin the 
Coal-Trade from New-Caftle, and cops 

| | Y; 


[i try highly yr great Nurſery of 


ygner? wr eſtabliſhing; a Law of Regiſtry, = 
hoſe His Majeſty's Kingdoms,- though doubt- 4 
teſs, it would bring a great Advantage and Se * = 
curity to all Purchaſers in them; * yet it wotild | 
filence and deſtroy the vaſt numerous brood: of 
Lawyers, of the Temple and the-Inns of Court, 
which like Birds of Prey, feed on the ignorant 
and weaker fort; for ſach a Law of Regiſtry, 
would utterly rnine their Trade and Employ- 
ment, of daily ſtarting new Difficulties, - and 

- raiſing freſh Scruples in our Law-ſvits, to oc- 
caſion wrangling among them, .and to extra& 
freſh Fees from us; for commonly Lawyers 
Opinions are like their Faces, very rarely that 
ever two agree in all Points, and therefore, the - 
Conveyances they- uſually make, are. a kind” of 
CharaQters, which occaſion us unavoidably to 
hire'the Key of their Counſel, to Decipher our 
Deeds we bought of them, and they made us 

\ . believe, were plainly underſtood 'by us; and 
by theſe, and ſuch kinds of dealing, our Law- 
yers are become to moſt Mens great Eſtates, as 
Wives are to moſt rich Families ; ſuch a fort 
of necetlary Evils, as few 'Men can live conve- - 
niently without them, but few contentedly 
with them. 

In a Word, Lawyers and Phyſitians, are now 
in a manner IntaiPd, as a Rent-charge on moſt 
large Eſtates and great Families, and are be- 
come ſuch a cuſtomary and neceſſary Charge, (C 
had almoſt ſaid Evil,) as rich Men cannot live 
at eaſe on their Eſtates, without a Lawyers 
Advice, nor die at quiet in their Beds, with- 
out a Doftors help. - . Though we 'read in the 
' Goſpel 


: - þ.. 
l KY » 4 F 4 % . \ Po 

TL 1. VO EU RES! A a 
9s bj, "* Py rt os Wis. 2 kd ® o * . P i OY 
' þ : , & wo « > 4 

W- ME | - excl "> ox! 

at = <a et . a 

J | | | n Ne 
| ' . an Jjue of Blood, op . had ſpens 
; — 
# 

- 


and Mony atnong the Phiains, Sp Was _ 
the worſe by them; but ie real no where in-all 
the Bible, that-any fick Perſon: Was: Rn was 
the better for them.' 1 

And becauſe *twould'be ain the, PraRtive 
of molt Lawyers, not to make ſome Anſwer. to 

every Objettion ; for I canriot-but fancy, that 

all Co Counfellors/-of Law take 'the ſame Oath, Or 
_ Engagement impoint of Pleading, as tis" -com- 
monly ſaid, allCaptains: of the Kings Men-of 
Warz do againſt His Majeſty's Enemies, whith 
Is not to yield, though never 10. over-power 
by numbers of 'Men, and-{trength of Ships : 
our Lawyers think, they are 'bound to ſpeakon 
in their Clients Cauſe, though they know what 
they ſay, «cannot advantage it; yet they feorn 
to loſe their-Cauſe upon @ /Njbil dic, or be 
themſelves choak'd with a Glaſs of Mum ; on 
which account, they will 'difcharge ( though | 
they have but one poor ſhot of ['ObjeQtions, ) ' a» 
gainſt a whole /Fleet of Conveniencies and  Ad- 
vantages, that preſent themſelves - fall fraited, 
and well arm'd, with ſufficient Reaſons and 
Arguments, to deſtroy all Oppoſers againſt this 
Eaw of Regiſtry. 

For the grand and main Objection that ever. 
I heard againſt it, is, that ſuch: a Law will lay 
open, and expoſe to publick. view, ſeveral 
Mens Eſtates, "which bave | poſhbly for many 
Years, if not Ages, remain'd quiet jn an un= 
diſturb'd Security; - ant that this new Law 
perhaps, may'produce, or raiſe new: Titles» by 
unraveling the old, and thereby occaton great 
Confuſion in Eftates and Titles, to the high 
Diſturbance 


—_— : 
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Diinbithea, ob 
Hrantancelade Full ISS POCELIE: 

But indeed, this'their eb Objedtion -is no 
other, / than the cloudy: - Apparition | af thear 
own ſenfleſs- Fears, mhick.is calily anſwer'd-in 
a Word, That this: deſigned "Law; i$nottorob- 
lige any Manto Regiſter his Eſtate! and / 
but only gives a Liberty for thoſe: to Regiſter, 
that do defire it ;/ and fnch as:think it inconve- 
nient for them, may let it aloney fo that if any . 
are prejudiced” by *this Law s hey may thank 
themſelves for it. 

But indeed this Prejudice may. as well happen 
to. him that refuſes it,” ds this Advantage . will 
to him that -does it ; that he who omits.1t, may 
occaſion his Eſtate to be /Jook'd on, as deeply 
incumbred, . or his Title much d eftive ; and ib 
thereby cauſe him, in all. Probability to want ' 
dealers; if need be to furniſh: him with Mony . 
on any preſſing occaſion, either upon” Sale or 
Mortgage, whilſt he that ' Regiſters his 'Eltate, 
can never want Mony upon the Soourary of 
either. 

| do not know what the Papiſts will ſay a- 
gainſt this Law of Regiſtry, for may be yy” . 
place the ſame Faith on their Lawyers $kall, 
they do on their Clergies Word, which i 
ſtampt with a kind of Infallibility : But. I dare 
appeal to all that own themſelves Diſciples of 
Sr. Thomas, (1 mean, that like hum, will believe 
no farther than as the matrer lies open to their 
Sight and Experiment, which certainly are 
good- Guides to us in . meer worldly Afﬀairs, 
( though they wert very far from being fo to 
him in ſpiritual, ) if there be not leſs! Danger 
and Gare, and a handred times -more: Cer 
tainty 
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— fainty and'Expedition;in' reading only 'a few 
Lines plainly writ onthe back-ſide df' a Deed, 
or in a"Regiſtry Book, eaſily to be.underſtood, 
'being without dark Expreſſions, dubious Words, 
- or double Meanings; not writing this thing, 
and meaning that, like thoſe that Squint,- who 
caſt their ' Eyes one way, and look another ; 
Than: to Truſt and Fee many Lawyers to plead 
-ones Cauſe, -who deſign often quite contrary 'to 
what they ſpeaks and fo ſpin out Trials, ſome- 
'times not os” for Years,* but almoſt Apes ; 
many times \}. ing not ſo much to the Merit 
of the Cauſe, as to the Aggrandizing their own 
vain-glorious Wit,, by ſhewing their | good - 
Parts, and great Reading, in variety of Quo- 
tations, and 'approv'd Expoſitions of -Law, 
which you muſt pay for , like Apothecaries 
Bills, not according to the goodneſs of the 
Phiſfick, but the quantity of the Drugs ;- which 
you muſt diſcharge as well for doing you hurt, 
as if they had done you good ? And truly, it 
very often happens, that all that a Client or a 
Patient gets of certainty, out of their Lawyers 
long Harangues, or their Apothecaries large 
" Bills, 15 no more than what 1s Proverbial,- Thar 
Experience 1s good, if not bought too dear, but bad, 
when *tis ſo. 

And now I have done this Subje&t of Regi- 
ſtring Eſtates, to ſecure Purchaſers againſt all 
bad Titles, and falſe Conveyances : Next, I 
think it will admit of no arguing, - Which is 
the teaſt writing, a Bill of Exchange on a 
Scrip of Paper, or a large Deed that fills up a 
Skin of Parchment ? he: that will not take my 
Word: for it, had beſt try the Experiment, if 
he can find out any. rational Man, that a.” bee 

PEE. ieve 
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liow: i Propoſitions connudibiey to Mathemeti- 
cal Demonſtration, 
But L muſt yield, that the happy Security of 


a Law of Regiſtry, is rather to 'be | hopedithan' 


expected ; for really our Lawyers have \ ſo.con- 
founded and interwoven Settlements, having 


ſuch a Knowledge of, if not a Concernand In-- 


tereſt in moſt Mens Eſtates, as - they' have ſo 
ſhuffled, linked, and riveted Eſtates - together, 
that to introduce ſuch a Law, Lawyers will 
tell us, would fill many Mens _ with 
doubts and fears, and poſlibly theſe Kingdoms 
with Surprize and Amazement, by leaping: ſo 
on a ſudden, from one Change to another; and 
by an extraordinary new practiſed Law, Rovt 

_— ones, which would -be ſuch a Goad 
in Lawyers fſides,- as would make them 


muſter up all their ends of Scripture-ſayings, 


as, That were to put new Wine in old Bottles ; 
and the Attornies would - banl:out, that were 


to ſow new Cloth on old Garments: The Confe- 


quences thereof, all know. 

But though *tis not in my power to alter 
Mens Minds, ſo as to 'incline them to what 19 
convenientand uſeful, yet I hope, I may mind 
them 'what is rational, and really well-worthy 
their Thoughts : ; which is to conſider, how juſt 
a Judgment tis of Keaven, that ſince we value 
. folittle the Sin of breaking God's Laws, our 
Lawyers ſhould puniſh us, by making us pay fo 
dear for interpreting our own: And fo I have 
done with this Law, and I wiſh for the publick 
Good, and Quiet -of - our - Kingdoms', I had 

- done. with our Lawyers.too3z I do not. at all 
mean, ' as to the baniſhing their -Perſons, but to 


the ſilencing the Abuſes of ſome of their ee" 
An 


1, in writ 

a Diftourls On there good: AdSent) -then 
he able to write a witty Character: on; their- ill 
Lives, as Lawyers, but I pretend not to'either;: 
for they love Mony too well, ever to, endure 
theione,and my Pen ts top dull, to preſear you. 
with the other. - _ 

And: therefore, _ Piſcourſs On: i Lawyers 
ſhall be very ſhort and plain, which-I'm fore is 
very-unſfurtable to-their Law : And this my Opi 
nion-of: them, you- [ſhall have very freely, 
paying: 'only the trouble of reading it, which i 
fear, when you have: done, youll fay,-it. c 
your more! than *tis worth; 

Þ fancy, molt Lawyers are generally of b_ 
Confiences; whore __—_ ſtrong; Lungs, but 
need little-Courage 3 for they are the only hap- 

y,.\wile, and: ſafe! Warriors in -this World; 
or-they only fight: with their Hana and 
_ thoſe: toq, are made: like Fencers' Fails, who 
admit thruſting at one- another, without any 
hurt,: their -fighting-+being only the Eſſays of 
Skill; not» the Effects of Anger or - Prejudice. | 
Thus: Lawyers-fight! dangerleſs, live: at much ' 
Eaſe;-and in great Plenty; and: grow-'rich by: 
others. "Troubles, as Chirurgeons de by others: 
Hurts ;' few Lawyers vſing fighting: Swords, 
not ſq-much as that of the Spirit ;;,fnever muſter- 
_ ing themſelves in-any' Troops,. or ſcarce liſting 
themſelves in the:Goſpels Life-Guard:z nor do 
I fancy, that ſome of! them pretend; to: believe 
any Communion? of:;.:Saints;,\ comparable - to 
the Communion, pb: their. rich Glaones during 
the Term, | | 


Lawyers 
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fear*d, oftew.conrtedy-and ever: well paid,” let 
themideferve it neveriſo-ill; andſtill gaining by 
gfi'Wars, never running any/Risk- 'in them, 
but tiPdrawid an ado rage by them, which 
Ke frter lofeth'y for! all the Law-Game they 
play'\ar;' either with Plantiff or Defendant, is, 
Groſoy li win, Pile, *yow loſe. 
ers are-ir our Kingdoms, like Trum- 
and 'Drims in Armies, whoſe' Employment 
teficourage- bthers' ro fight, bur- rot to en- 
gage themſelves; for 'that would be againſÞ 
ve apt and- the Fundamental! Law \ of 
reſervation and Praderice,' afileſs with the 
as of their* Tongues and Pens, with which 
| can make 2 ſhife:ro deſtroy 'great* Eſtates, 
thereby good Families, a9'well as Civil 
Wars For-donbtlefs, the Skirmiſhes 'of - Laws 
yerswith'their long Bills, if they® ate not very 
deſperate, 'm' ſire they are highly” chargeable z 
andall-rhe difference I can find;' between a” Suit 
of Eaw' in the Courts, and a Duel/in the Field, 
is bat \this, That the Trial of 4 Law-Suit, 
only reaches to 'the-loſs of one fide, bnt the Sin 
of a Duel, certainly extends to both ; each 
_ | equally on ro take” caeÞ others 
Life. 
''Traly,. as Comupe i 15-4 noble Vertue of our 
Nature, ſo ill employing it, is a' Wickedneſs 
of 'our Mind; z'and F look upon: it, 4s the De- 
viPs Maſter-piece- of 'Craft and Power, over 
Humane . Nature,-'to/ make Mem ſo commonly 
to offer their Lives, as a Sacrifice' to this Idol 
of private Revenge, or publick Glory, and to 
—_ their-own Conrage to —— 
elves ; 
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' ing-Diſcourſe has no more to,do with Lawyers; , 
_ than Lawyers-have -to. dowith Duelling ; "and 
therefore, I ſhall have no/more to do withrite| : 
Lawyers are the Weather-Cocks of the /Nati- 
on, and the very worlt ſort of them t96 4; for! 
thoſe on the top of Steeples and high - Houſes, . 
turn with the firſt blaſt, and immediatelyyin- 
form us, to which . Point of the (ph on 
- Wind then bloweth - But for many of our Law- . 
'yers, though they are as nimble to turn: as. any 
Weather-Cock; on the firſt breath. of a-good 
Fee, yet they ſeldom tell truly, which Point:of 
the Compals, either the Succeſs, or the Danger 
of their Clients Cauſe bloweth, till after. they 
have run them-to the Expences: of moſt. of; the 
coſtly Points of the Law ; and it-very often hap+ 
pens, that their Clients. Purſes, as well as Pa- 
tience, are quite tired, before: they | have. got 
half way.to the Journies end of their Law Pro- 
greſs ; for many- Lawyers have found the Ex« 
periment, without the help of Greſham-Colledg, 
to make a ſlight Law-Suit to laſt as long-as a 
tuff Buff-Coat; ; without. producing any Ger- 
| tainty 1n it, but that of the great' charge of 
IT. O07 | 
Lawyers. are-like Cannons, do but charge 
' them well with good large Fees, and then plans 
them. how you will, and againſt whom , you 
pleaſe, and be but ſure to prime them - well 
with freſh. Guineas, juſt when you fire 'themy 
and they will rear lond irt the Court, and' do 
great Execution. againſt . your -, Enemy, Or a8 
leaſt, tell you. ſo. 2961 | 
And this Compariſon will- yet. reach farther, - 
for Lawyers. Cannon-like, will-diſcharge / bug 
once, 


being pare newL wa, _ 
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IW.YCrs MOVE 10 beb-in Ak! than 
Fees, and. 0 off; and decline their 
[If they. are_not, conſtantly. edged, on by 


cou 
hes to make good the old Froverb, Thar i 
Weeds CET Lawyens. are: become 2s vlen- 
tY4 and. lmight have faid, As + croublefom, 
that 


Fen the h ſo: that:th 
do Hart, Nour, m Ro Car want of Laws 


by ſibly, of; "being brought, to; want 


was the FINOR nl our. Times, to make 
Fats nafF-5r 1h and Fen, our of them, Counſel- 
lors afterwards; ts the PraQtice, of- 
ten. to make. Conaſe baſe and few. to, make* 
themſelves good: ec afterward, they. be- 
ing call'd to the. Bar, according to the number 
of years they have lived, .though not ſtudied in 
the Inns, rather than the Quantity of Law they 
learn'd whille chey were there,; as Towns uſyally 
chuſe.. their Burgeſſes, far. Parliament, - ſooriey. 
according to the;large Bulk, of their Eſtate, than, 
the gr meaſure of their Abilities, which is the 
real Cavuſe,. why not one Counſellor of ten, 18 4 
good : Pleader at the Bar, :nor one Parliament 
Man of .asmi3ny, good Speakers 1n the Houſe. 
And for theſe Counſellors that are tiot,Plead- 
ers, whoſe Gowns only tell they are Lawyers, 


but their Tongues ſpeak em not ſuch; Though 
they 
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Young Lawyers . Tongues, foi "Hipins 1k 
the = of DE Tuns With more 


noiſe fa Bl A 


Fyn and true-; ' fadh 
telling that of the ,$un,, but on, that 
m_— order. 
heſe young Fry of Coun RY 
they t 8 VE, ” the ths of rf Term; 
yet m their -Bufrri&fs for ep to - be 
faidto £0; flich 6f therhi 24a *a'Ritt - 
the prin ;val Jed es of the Katt hd: 
by their Favour, made.one of the Ki Opin 
of ( thongh poſibly, -omable t6-4dytfe #ealone 
of iS" ibeane Sj 2 Y for thongh the Kitty 
£ari make a Connfellot, he'tannot. #5415 
arid'thed this Kings Connſtllont, - 'ahd'Jpdges 
Kinſman, malt forfobth, be feed inevery Cauſe, 
Fopgn you ſacrifice to vim your Mony, 'on ho 
{ccount, thanthe' Indians do tothe Devil, 
tirit hE nay do them 96 harm ; for _ good they 
expeX' none, except their Countenafits anda 
favorable Approati joti/ Nod ; I'y; extepting 
on this account, our young dull Lawyers are but 
the poor Gleaners of the Harveſt-Repers of 
che ons, only picking np. here "and there a 
featterit Fee, Thich the great- cryed=np Law- 
Ferb'þ bog Bot time or ehnvemency to bind up. 
thongh 1 cannot fay, moſt of ovr Lawyers 
has beg "Coithieots, yet 1 can” ſafely fay, 
That all Lawyers appear good Chriſtians, in this 
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68e Point; (indeed, I' edi name fidt many» 
thers } of fiot lertlfig; the Suri pd down in thefr 
- Anipet ; for they are i Far from letting the Sun 
gb dowir 6, -#5 they Will not let their very Din- 
tit; t6 ſhew that their bavlibg- Anger is . but 
from the-Fedth -outWarth; and though the 
ſttehgth bf thtir Clients Fees, faiſes ſuch fierce 
_ blifterins Storms of their- Tongues, yer their 
Minds continue calm and undiſturbeg; like Tetn- 
peſts on the Sea, which ofily move the ſuperficial 
pdtt of the Water; WhiIF all under remains (= 
refit and quiet ; for 4s ſoon as the Court is up, 
their flaſhy [Anger is dewn; and as the Curtin 
that drops at the end of the Play, it makes King 
afid Sbje&t, Maſter and Miſtreſs, all one in an 
inſtane. '* - *' 16 

So #s foofi as the Cbmedy, or rather Farce of 
the Lawyers Pltaing is over, arid that the Plang 
tiffdhd Defendants Coutiſel have fought their 
Prize; atid '#tt got out of the Court into the - 
Tavein; who can be greater Friends than they ; 
and cart railly more pleaſantly, and talk more 
wittity ( asthey think )' than themſelves? Then 
they cxrt joyh Hſe to be really merry, and pra- 
aice Efftys in Brimmers; for in them; Law- 
yers themſelves can tfixke no Deceit 5 experi- 
mettting, who is Maſter of the ſtrongeſt Braiti 
itt the Tavern; #3 well #5 they uſe ro do, who 
has the ableſt, Tongue at the Bar, ſtill paying the 
Retk6iing but of their Clients Fees, and often 
mailing pi tr Mirth on the- loſs of their Clients 

2 -* & 4 - — 

And fot their Pride } iced not name, inte it 
fray 'Be"Keh in fotnez*| ke that of Diogenes, 
fhrovÞþ his rotn Coat” # Being ufeal for thoſe 
to be igheſt int their own Conceit, that are =y 
wp K 2 
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- not themſelves: The:1i 

higheſt, and Merchants that are: juſt pponl ore 
ing, talk more of their great large 
Sums, than ever they . did when - ye: ip pate 
them 3'nay, the very. glorious Lamp of Hea- 
ven, the Sun, ſtill ſeems largeſt when he ;s Near- 
elt:to ſetting. * 

But-how few are- there , eſpecially 'of the 
Lawyers brood, that.imitate the. Pyrapid,. who 
ſtill leſſens as he riſes 2I remember .1, have feen 
a Counſellor at Law, -for bein only; made/a 
nr for the few-Days of an Aſlize,.look, more 

Cup. upon the. Bench,; than: the /Frampeters 
Cheeks that ſounded before him to it : , his] looks 
being as full of great-.Pride,, as has, mind was 
empty of: true Humility, ;or may! 1 Fox Head 
of good -Law:-And as|he was noe d | Judge 
of the: Land, but- only. a Protempore;onc z.; {0 
many ſaid he was but. .an Extemparg Lawyer; 
one that; ſtudied more Fees than Law, and. rk 
Law:bnt for Feesz having only. got "Pine Head Head 
_ of Pleadings by Rote,. and ſome common i places 
of Lawby. Practice, with which /he looks big, 
and-ſpeaks-loud, and gallops them. over, as.brisk- 
ly, as a Poſt- Horſe does his Stage, but can well 
£0 no farther, and is very. proud he. can. g0 ſo 
ar: -.:: 11 

But tis more than time to conclude this Di- | 
fcourſe.; for though Lawyers are \ neyer.. weary 
of talking, (I mean, in caſe they are well fee'd 
yet-Lam ſure Iam tir'd of writing of : and 
therefore, leſt they ould ive a Writ.of Er- 
ror againſt me, for writing ſo much,;Txuth a-. 
gxiak them, 1 will found a- Retreat, and; draw 


off 


bo _ 


| 


 offmyPen from this Subject, 


pre $)[4 Wis Is _Statute, 
ack So That. Truths are not my 


ſpoken at all times, nor of Lawyers of all Men. 


And now to ſum up my whole and real Opi- 
nion of them, and my friendly Advice to you 
concerning them, 'tis in_ ſhort this, "That you 
are not to condemn the whole Society of /Law- 


yers, becauſe that would be unwiſe to cenſure 


and diſtruſt all of them, - when certainly there 
are ſome of them very good; and on the other 
Hand, "is unreaſonable as well as unſafe to truſt 
all, becauſe 'tis moſt certain, that many of them 
are very bad; therefore: our wiſeſt way, will 
be to live ſo well, and purchaſe ſo ſure, and by 
carrying our elves. religiouſly to our God, and 
civilly and peaceably to onr Neighbours, as' not 
to need fear the Lawyers Tongues, nor want . 
their Counſel. 

- But ſince*the nature of our quarreling Age 
will force as to need Lawyers, let us uſe them as 
we do Chirurgeons, only when we have need, 

and not be perſwaded by them to Law, when. - 
we have no need. 

And now as my Diſcourſe of Lawyers is at an 
end, ſo is my Quarrel to' all Lawyers; / for as 
they wrangle- fiercely againſt one another in 
Court, and yet are dear Friends the minnte' they 
are out of it ; ſo though I have writ fharply a- 
gainlſt them, 'twas meerly for-ny' Paſtime, not 
at all my Hatred ; for 1 eſteem .many of them 
very much, and love ſome of them very” well ; 
therefore, as Lawyers are ſtill good Friends a$ 
ſoon as the Court is up, ſo 1 delire to continue 
ſuch to them, now my Diſcourſe is done. 
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© The EIGHTH 
DISCOURSE 

Of the wicked Folly of fuch Atheiftical 
Young Men, as fancy it 4 part of fine 


modiſp Wit, to Railly at Relagion Dy 
Scripture. 


ly, to teach you , for a Maxim, That *tis 
111 Day when the Sun ſhines, or to tell you for 


I Know not which would be the greater Fol- 
| 
News, That Erglard ſwarms with Legions of 


| Atheiltical Goſpel-Raillersz for- theres nga 


vertyousg pious Perſon that keeps company with 


fy oung debauch'd S Sparks of our. Time, but 


have his Fars furrd, if: not his Heart 


my wich their profane Diſcourſes, and 


blaſphemous Oaths ; (much fitter to be anfwer'd 
þy 2a Thunderbolt, than my dyll. Pen,) which 
kinds of ſpeaking, are not the zwhiſper'd Le- 
Etures , of Atheiltical Conyenticles , private 
Juno's, or cloſe Cabals, byt are proclaim'd 
and -maintain'd, in the common: and publick 
Coffee-Houſes, by numbers of the Atheiſtical 
Tribe; who, not only. with Ezekiel's Repro- 


; bates, turn their Backs to the Temple -0 the 


Lord, but they do their utmoſt tg defie, and de- 
clare War with the Almighty, by aarping 
uc 


: — 
/ 
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ones mms 
all Atheiſts 
are ſuch,.) 3 aw al Ka = as well in. 
thei AShor rt and. Ton 
have ſex p fuck ſpecies of Religion. 
eli of the Nicolagans ; 


as cxactly a the | 
2 Dodarin that BT's the neceſlity of Luſt, and 
the plgaſure of Fornication; ſo that ſure theſe 
Mens Religions ( I ſhou'd haye rather ſaid, Fol- 
lies, ) are but like Sdlomon's Fools Laughter, 
which he ſtiles Madneſs; for they run on with 
full cry, and rage, and huat in Counter-Diſci- 
pline to our bleſſed Saviopr's Goſpel, which 
they dg got Read, but Ranſack, not deſigning 
to Profit by it, but.only to jeer at. it. 
There goes an old Story, That Her Majeſty 
the Queen Mother, was pleaſed to ſhew that 
excellent Poet Mr. Ednerd Waller, feveral Co- 
pies of Freach Verſes which Her Majeſty thought 
very ingenious, but Mr. Waller could not; at 
aſt She ſhew'd him agother Copy, and faid, 
bey were the beſt Verſes She ever read in French ; 
but our Engliſh Poet, inſtead of prailing them, 
fell upon hat himſelf, ( or at leaſt, the Fz- 
gliſh Muſe before the French, ) and told Her Ma- 
That . be would learn. French perfeety, that 
She might ouce read good Verſes in her own Lan» 
guage : If this was look'd upon as a vain Expref- 
lion in 2 rare Poet, whoto heighten and inflame 
” s Poetical Fancies, mult deal muck in FiQtion 3 
w yaſt.a Wickedne(s ought we®ra-eſteem it 
in an Atheift, wha only reads God's facred 
Word, that he might learn to blaſnheme him 
in has own Language ? | L 
K 4 "Tis 
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phet a F66t, and the Spiritual Man M3 wid who 
like the unjuſt Jud! in the © IC 7 erh fear 
God,” nor® regard Man, Rſs arg are all 
Religion into 'Redicule,' nd all Scripture-to- o- x 
miatice 5'ant? ſo as St. Peter fays, wreſting all Scrip- 
ture to Ig own deftruttion. 

-- Byt before I make any farther progrefs'on this 
ſubje&, 1 think *twill'be convenient to a@uaint 
you what T intend” by "Scripture ; I mean by 
Scripture; that part of Gods Sacred Word that 
is not wrapt up in myſterious obſcurity, or that 
is not heightened with Tropes and Figures, or 
covered with Allegories. which render it pro- 
found in the matter, and intricate in' the man- 
' er, how the ſeveral parts of Scripture! have 
been expounded according to the many different 
- Explications, Interpretations, Senſes' and Opi- 
nions, which are but ſo many degrees and argu- 
ments of Mans falhibility in finding out the truth 
" of them. 

 ButT mean by Scripture, only that part of 
Gods Word that is clear, plain, fundamental'and 
neceſſary to Salvation, which all good Chriſtians 
are required as ſuch, to Read, Believe and Fol- 
low as a rule of their Faith, and a guide to'their 
 aQtions, it being moſt certain, that all that part 
of Scripture that contains'the-Rules and Articles 
of '6ur Chriſtian Faith , are clearly and plainly 
ſet down as luch, without Trope or Figure; and 
{ſo manifey egible, that no Rational Man can 
juſtly prerend to be fb ignorantas not to find'e- 
nough there for a foundation of his*true Faith, 

for the inſtrution of a holy Life, for the reproof 
of þis ſinful Deeds, for an ample reward of his 
Pons and Charitable Actions. In a word, to 
x afford 


aim ion ant DORINE i 261i, 
Sl ee ſectire Him eternal. Salvation wt Trex 
Gods great. Jaftice, Mercy vob Goodnch havin 

. him to leave that part ,o f his pda 
"which contains, what is truly neceſſa 

a right Faith, and a good Life, to be'very p F- 
and unmyſterious,and ſo to preſerve it from cor- - 
ruption. or alteration, which we are ſtill bound 
to obſerve and follow ,7 as abfolntely neceſſary 
to Salvation ; for if they had nor. been always ſo 
kept, God' would never have commanded them 
as ſtill neceſſary: for us. to obſerve. - 

In ſhort, my belief is, that there is no date 
Foundation for a Chriſtian to build” his faith and 
dependency on, than what is recorded i in our Sa- 
viours ' holy Goſpel; for I really believe God 
does not,' and therefore Man ought not to re- 
quire of any Man more than this, To believe the 
holy Scripture to be'the Word of God, and to 
uſe his beſt endeavours to find ont the true ſenſe 
of it, and to live to his utmoſt according to it; 
for ®tis not required of us as Men, to be free 
from error, for then we ſhould be more than 
Men, but that we do our very beſt to avoid it, 
error being as well a Diſeaſe in our natures, as 
a failure in our ations, the univerſal fallibility 
of Humane Nature rendring it not only-poſſible- 
that Men ſhould err, but impoſſible that Men 
ſhonlddo otherways ; and thefefore "tis an in- 
fallible rule in Reaſon, That what is impoſlible 
to be done, can never be neceſſary for us to do. 

Indeed our great Proteſtant Champion, Maſter 
, Chillingworth, ſays very well of Scripture, That 
nothing can challenge our belief in point of Salvation, 
but what has deſcended to us from our Bleſſed Saviour 
or Þis Apoſtter by original and univerſal Tradition ; 
09 
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this undeniable conſequence , that if all things 
neceſſary 40.0ur Salvation be Berks by. elievi 

all that zs there, I muſt believe all that is neceſ- 


iven us by the Diyjne Spirit, as a coamplrats 

2 aith, 
3nd govern our Actions by, they who deſpiſe it, 
deſpiſe God himſelf ; as Chriſt faid they did him, 
that did his Diſciples Preaching, Zuke 16. . 

Let us therefore ſeriouſly confider, how - irra- 
tional and ſtrangely profane muſt the Vitioſo's 
of qur Times he, that diſown all Scripture au- 
thority, to avoid follawing any precepts of the 
Goſpel, that make 1t pl their Religion to have 
none at all; who are ſo far from ſerving Gad, 
as they will but very faintly, if at all, allow there 

| is a Gad to ſerve. But yet let the Atheiſt as pro- 
" , Ffaneashe is, or can he, let him ſay what he 
wyl, and. do what be can, there is ſo power- 
ful an impulſe and impreſſion ſtamp'd in his Hu- 
mane Nature of the Being of a God, that even 
thoſe very Perſous whaſe guilty terrors of: Con- 
{cience may tempt them to wiſh there was na 
God, cannat get the aſſent of mind ta believe 
that there 15 none. | 
And ſame of theſe Atheiſts (as common Fame 
and Reparts go,) have been ſo wicked as to ſay 
of Sacred Writ, what the Profane Alphonſus 
King of Portugal ſaid as to the making. of the 
; TOON © World, 
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Goodneſs and Power from: all 'Eternity ; and 
who {ves the remais{ concluſions, in their-very 
figſt principles, ſure muſt know beſt how to or- 
dex all things, ſince they muſt be beſt becauſe he 


and Kingdom of Darkneb, that fancy they can 
oppaſe the Divinity of- quy Bleſſed Saviour, by 
bis Sleeping in the Storm, arguing, that a Deity 
1s not capable of it; but in ſhewing their great 
Malice, they ſhew their great folly, in not con- 
lidering that. Chriſt was hath God and Man, and 
that he ated there as both; for though he flept 
3s a Man, yet he ſhewed the miraculous power of . 
| 2 God , by commanding the enraged Wind and” 
Seas into a Calm, which fure the very Atheiſts 
themſelves, ( though never fo wickedly Pro- 
faue) cannot yet be fo impudently Fooliſh as 
to deny its being an a& ſo ſupernatural and won- 
derful, as nothing leſs than a Divine and Al- 
mighty Power conld have effected it ; for ſure 
none can command operations contrary to the 
Univerfal Law of. Nature, preſcribed from the 
beginning of time and things, but the Author of 
it and them, the Son of God, and Lord of Na- 
ture. 
But theſe Atheiſts are like the Jews who would 
not believe Chriſts Goſpel by his Mixzacles, _ 
cauſe 
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together In their unreaſonable, as well'zs 'vh&hri- 
ſtian-{doabts concerning? our” Bleſſed "Sviours 
coming into'the-World,-as *tis a hard meaforing 
caſt  which'is the-moſt Deviliſh” opinion- of the 
Two, the Jews that believe"the Meſſiah! is not 

et come, or the Atheiſt that cares not whether 
e ever:did,”or-will- come ; *the one that denies 
him, the other that will not know him. © 
Really I'cannot tell what ought to be done with 
theſe numberleſs droves of Prophane Wretches, 
who will neither believe Gods Sacred Word,” nor 
mind the checks of their -own Conſcienices, be- 
ing greater 'Hereticks than the very] 'Gnoſticks', < 
who. believ?d it no matter. how-ill Men lived, 'fo 
their Faith was but good'; but theſe Atheiſts will 
neither live well; nor believe (0: 


- -But thus/much ſure they- ought to ſlffer, and 
what I wiſh the -Magiſtracy would infli&t on them, 
\ whichris to cauſe ſuch as are of theſe Peſtilential 
Opinions, to have' their Houſes ſhut up,  with'a 
red Croſs on their Doors, to. keep off all ſound 
Believers from their infe&ion ; for certainly nei- 
ther Law nor Judge ought at all to ſpare thoſe 
Creatures, who' will not at all ſpare their own 
Creator. 

The looſe freedoms of Vice, and the ſtri ek 
of Vertne ,” enter into- the. Mind as Pains and 
Pleaſures do into the Body, where there are-but 
few parts capable of delight, but all ſenſible of 
pain ; fo-that Vice enters more ways into wicked 
Mens minds, than Vertae and Piety ,'/and finds 
more freedom and room to make its impreſſion, 
and- to diſperſe its' venomous infe&ion; ' which 
___ occaſions that we daily ſee the frequent wo 
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Sa to ay an Kh 
Scripture ſenſe, an Im- 
an Atheiſts «by not on 


= are ct whole-ſale to all V FOE Ti 
ho breath-yothing ES .Con Vee and whoſe 
Profanenels is able to.iafe& not cool Hogle Men, 
but, whole. Pariethst And all know cuſto- 
mary,.in times of ,gneat Ive a Tri 
care, to. preſerve of ook BY as . AS t9 give 


good Medixinesto.cure the Sick, it. g as well 
2 part .of,, FEAR, to avoid HOG x45 t0 
chooſe. what's good 


And if after all, pl Atheiſts mult: is ni 
abroad, into. Company ; ;..tis-a .Thoufg d. . pities 
they are not all bound 40. wear Red] as the 

Zoho in, ;Jraly,, to iſtioguiſh Ft mg the 
$. ' 

EY, fad and. ſtrange: Age « 9a, we live in, 
that we pgor Earth-Wornis, whoſe . OE BEITY is 
as Job, as, .#n che DuiF, and our Spitit. breath'd 
into..us by God , ſhould fare to vie.with, and 
mock at the DivineOradles of the King of inge, 
and Lord of Lords. ; . 

-Sure - this muſt be. a preſump tuous. as, folly. 6 
greater than if an Ant ſhould boaſt ie 
to- ſupport :the -Sphears,, Vieha Thimtey 2 .thita 
Man. ſhould. undertake with,a Thi to.bring 
together ſuch a Mountain op the high of, E as 
ſhould outlarge . and.,s oY 44 
when indeed the very , Aopeſt dreſs FE forldly 
Know] 7 that. the Wiſe Solomon o8..tart] 

iT or pretend.ta be adorned; With, if 


compared 5to- the glory of his Maker, 15 as the 
| Porphet 
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VE clffets if Gods Srcthd 
is as! tte! for ont Soils 
Mr ders rag fot ouf Bates | is: 
is impoſſible t6 2ddiny but whit wotifd 
he yery his or th ttke oy [Le 


Lure) ba nd 'have any, they {ee littie ret- 


46 not conſiter at all; at leaft 
any pur purp Gr if they did, 'twert poli 
refletions tab; &cH6 in thelr Ears 
56d feBoha 6h thel wk id 8 black 
CharaRers of Folly, Prideand Tagratichifs © for 

ſpeakitig Evif of things, they do lot underſtand 
& th bh, tor reverence as they Mould. 

And there are others of the ſame 3 that pre- 
tend to. pick a mars with Scriptdre; bEcatife 
thete are nity things tn it fo dark, gy Hd 86 Hot 
well comprehend ; when in plain truth Theth &x- 


nl; are but agatnfichoſ : cleat Places they 


"Thefe Atficiſtical Verinine of Fett, look get op 
Goſpel, jaſt 2s a fort of Vernine HAM 
do ont e Sth, who'ofi trrake aſe of ot 


bo g it, for the "Haga hn re 
_ briehitnef, (Rot he eh Aa lg 

rhe Atheiftsabhor the Golpe rdheity 

and deſÞitmg att. bot, Ble Aricked BY 

ciety © "heſ own SiS mw __ 
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dretvof t Father of Lyes; 10 NACT val others. ""M 
Which Wiftds tie of a Story of a great /Mifers, | | 
which if -n6t near a kin, yee”tis at leaſt dopen- 
dent bi that Wicked Ttibe. oO 0 
The'Story is of a rich miſerable Miſety (for 
all Mets 'muſt be miſerable, what with/their 
exp& and rayenous care'of petting ;-or of their 
anxious fear and trouble of loſing whar: they 
hive pot; which thoughtful cares equally work- 
ins on) theit' Spirits, ſerve to keep their minds if 
4 contihtial tinefy reſtleſties.) This Miſer would 
never lefid 4 Fartfifig” tb help the” nee of - 
bi Friefids 5 (hatdly his' 6wn, ) or "te rdieve 
the Waits of his' Neighbobrs, norits/give the 
56r at his Door 16 finch as LataryPs Portion, 
tcheCrotthsy that fell from his Table; burirak'd 
vp'MHis Wealth for His Children, \makitig hint 
RIF the-meer Condtit Pipe of his owtr Rfeatti/of 
Riches, ,conveying all to their wſe;' buy riever re- 
- taining any to his owny this-was his Folly and:Sin 
of n6t' Pioafly diſttibutitis them, whichthe 4- 
poſthe ems CovetouſneBs, which is the Roorcof all 
evil; when Charity 4s ſuch a bleſſed Spreading 
Tree, "thaft ſhades many Faults, 715-1 | 
Now this Earth-wotrh Miſer, when he depart- 
ed this World, having no better tiopes'at his 
Peath?'thait that of 'faviig}Charges by ir, orders 
ed that kis Body ſhonlt#B&clok wrabt wp ifs! 
large of Lead; and fo Biried 3-ahid many 
ohdermig dt the reaſon that he Mouldlay but: 
note Mony than he nected or his'Body; after 
his Death, when- he&'fiever- did fo miuchchs: was 
necelify for it difing his Life, '@-wittry Ac- 
quaititinee of his, told theih the reaſon was, that 


he deſtgned - his Body fer his Deathly ſhould re- 
| : -.. - ſemble 
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fore, vp-Gloſe. 
 in-kead;:thatdo: wear be ſure. t6;fecd only 
the Vermin of his own/Breed ; and ;that;: as,chis  - 


Charity never lived out, of his oF Bloplnr Þ 
he reſolvidg; it; ſhould; be;buried, wi 
ſame: Coffin, ;to- be there: \confin'd 
de, that unites 10 ity ſelf, both. #5 ,beganaing 
and end.' IW2 Arnot 
.And truly-I heartily wiſh, that all begy 

Qpinions-of the Atheiſts, and all bhg, 09 AR 
Deſires of the Mifersz-were: buried with hun-in 

is 
tual Forgetfuineſs, as well as, they-L 
ſeryedInfomy,. till there.he a total;C pmrma- 
tion; both*of- their - Bodies and Memories; and 
that their Poſterities might: / enjoy ; Runys; yp 
and Liberal-Hearts 5; but (til then, wg areronl 
boun&:to! give: them much- of, opr i My Fa 
are gopd: Ghriſtians, but; not: the le our 
lmitationg{aff we intend. to:be 10-1 

+Butnow:heving firay.'d. out of the, Road 'of 
my dchga%d-Diſcourſe,, I muſt, return) into iti4- 
gain: where d! can ſafely fay,: that there; 15100, 
true conſidering Chriſtzzn;, but m eſteem it 
a monſtroys Folly in; hg; moſt, kno - Perſon 
now an-Earthg;4o0 Idolize his own vain world- 
ly. nn 8s-te Nghtand railly, at, the,/true 
Heavenly;-One, (1 ,mgap,. ;the Dodetrig ofthe. 
' Roly-Scriptares, ) which.is to, make themſelves, 
if; poſſibly, worſe Devils; on, Earth, .,than,;the 
very Devils/in Hell, -for-they believed;and trem- 
bled :- Bur.the pretended Atheilt, ( for't rbebeye 
there*sno-ſuch real Manz ),cannot but believe, 
that there-is a\Heaven and fi Hell, though.[Iindeed 
he lives,'asiif, he neither ;gredited the i gone; nor” 
tear*d the other. God 
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en. Coffin, and there to Rot FI wy | 
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tion of itsTrathg gay; he madeſthe-very. Ele? 
nents to-prdclaim , our: vious Godheadz 
obeying his:Commands, by :changing a'Swih 
intq avCalnypi/yet ithiz:Man,00( bſhould rather 
fy» Beaft,) :calld:anvAathbiſt, whoſe! !Boily :K 
compoſed of:the' fdur |Elements, will tattier 
Ferve: the:Devilz! than-obey | 
and thereltec us! leave! thed Atheiſt, withrhis 
Maſter, beiagizMaſter:only-fiforſucha Servany 
and heaSeryantonly fit for: ſacka Maſter, 1593 


.on*Tismbſt»rertain, 'that-God*s: 'Hbly' Wordy 


the Scriptntes;. ire heavenlyandrexcellent':andt 
(tis cas -ſovvthing that /ſihce! _—_ - but what's 
perfeitly Pjuus; Verraots lnd:Gbod, can 

cced fronrani&ll-pore arldilnfinite Wifionand 
Goodneſs, it miltneceſarityz2as an undeniable 


hsto qnySabrationzito:readamttofollow thar 
whichimnſtruts'41d// guictes w>tovthe obtaini 

of it; for *tis as impoſſible to know : 
Wit, but byt his'Word; 245?ris! to fee the Sun 
dy:any Light but his ownilg (ne VOM D003 Bt 
-.:Ad:itherefore; ſince (following God's Holy 
Word, :isthe only true; viſible, heavenly"Dand 
ductor tothetperformanceof* his-Will, mv math 
neceſſarily. be our beſt and higheſt \\Wxſdomg 
{arid inderd, tour only truefving onez9)ctolbe 
ruled by-it/\ forirhe Word: df God; 13 theernd 


| Sonl:Blixit and hedventy (Guide, -thar! will5enz © 


belliſh "46d inirich our \Spirirs:buich thar"pur® 


 andieternal Feliity; :thirowilÞ be ſore tp"bring; 


us Peace, | both\whillt weiare im{7and when! we: 
are \going out of this Life and\fir 7 out-ſhins 
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his own Maker: - 
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Tryth, then-we ſhall :6wn;;this/ 2s a, maſt cer- 
tai! -Rulle,: Thatia Falſe; Jadgmerit wg, 
" furniſh" a Truth, which at: oats _—_— 
therefore, no! ſober; wile | Pe 
Selt-Intereſt, 'mor; flatyering,Tangues, wn 
them Excellencics they : haytecnnt; before- their 


owa knowledge Sree thavej.aheres no- 


gathering 'Grapts:;opt: ofthe FT hiftles'' of 'Flat- 
Rr ere arm 'Ators Gf: oad- woe rk 
cancattratt nathingraf Werpht, cacept 

by.:Sea{& of our; 1irifbb Folly; - nds: wofol Con- 
-exrin; of boing py wi regs wr tm] 


Wwhevecas.;' thoſe: that dap 3their- Anchbr of 


Faith and. Hope: 08:ourc blefied Savconr,; need 


fear no. 'Shipwoeck; fwice-the Wards: ſand: Ro 
obey him: O03 ofditogq! i: 26-213 70} 

- 1.1/Certainly,, at may; be religiouſly ſaid: of teat 
| ng the Holy Scriptures, - what! a:|Doet; (ont 
eooipleinentally; writ.af Mens -on/ Beau- 
tiful Women, Thatithey ave like (clear.] bright Swart 
mer. days, noue can behold: their ww. hy weihads 
partakorg of - their Hel « 5 

 »Itdooking on: the: MN fading 
Beauty, prodinces duch - inveard:;cEftedts, ' what 
mfc//it be. to, behold therBrifhtneſs? of /our 
Ercator, in all--his glotious:Majeſty ?' We. have 
I Scripture, 2: Glimpſ. apd&Niort Emblem of 
it; Pictur'd in; the Book of Exvaue, where -it is 
_—_ That Adoſts. el ah the __—_ 

0 
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then; "yet; we 
convetſe * ith- oft Sk 
And'P-ani' fire; # t tan, this 
beholds with' rrue t Divine 
Style, ahd' Heaveply Profits "Bleiſed 
Sayiout's Goſpel; cannot” buy [be enflanr'd” with 
6 rae hero” Zeal, og creaſe the awful Res 
verence- for it; | that he ecefla; Py X 
due Obedience to it; *ewilk fs "ck" a and 
keaverily Brightneſs ori Life and. ConvetMition, 
aswill azteall Athciſtical Beholflers, and Goſpet 
Defpiſcrs, 

And now hve Gaiftiedinty Thoughts cn"this 
__ have here- ( though but flightly) 
writ a _ the Deſpiſers arid Mockers'gf God's 
| oi: Ward; and-of' the wicked Folfy and fn 

fil *Daifpers of ' ar! Atheiffical Life: But now 
kt vs1 pry, advance 'a little" farther, and re- 
fie& ' 619 "the: fearfol, -Condition that” one 'of 


theſe miiſt'needs'be itt, he lies gaſping for” 
| Life ont his Death-Bed; aft. all bes of a Re- 
prieve; and'that' his {has mortifi all 


his Lufts, and* ang thrown off, rhe' 
nemberleſs'Diſpni is worldly Van 
ties/and ki, Pleaſures," pt "har he” behiolds 
like Se,"\S#phir, the Heavens open, ant rhere' 
ſeos"Picty and+ VYerttie, he" Ae heed" ; Dim 
abovetn-all their bright” 
looks oti alf his Hirfing 007 ps fa bg, 
Gowirr: their Heads, _ A blifhmrig ow 
vile Deformity ; for, Ab ranges. once his _ is 
L323 as 


bs + ibs % As. No fay, hereby...clari iec and ele. 
., + . - drawn. oft from the Lees and Nregs of allavorid- 
> ly Vanities and Senſvialitics, .and.-that, be. comes. 
to; pure. and ſerious, Reflections of, Heaven| gnd 
Eternity, then will; he be amazed. and;;frighted, 
at his; own ſinful and monſtrous, Follys,/ : for! 


having been ſo long deceived by. thoſe, vain) De-, | 


loſions and: Atbeiſtical Qpinions, that.; ſeduced 
and milled him -to be a; Nonconformilt,t@ God's 
. ſacred Word, which was the only / Treaſury!.of 
Divine Truths ; The :only. Conveyance” of our 
Spiritual Lives and Immortality ;- The;$tandard 
Fits Catholick Faith, and Magna Chayag.our 


- 


Heavenly Inheritance... ;* . -; 


g Wi £237 07 930900 941) 
- . Butin regardI hear ſome able learned Authors ' | 


have writ on this Subje&, whoſe great; Abilities, 
may-be able” to edifie your Knowledge-1 ſhall 
therefore. end. this. Difconrſe, .and make it; my 
defire:togll ſuch as.. have. Reaſon: to 'argue;.and 
Souls they, deſire -to. fave, and fear, to loſe, that 
they will ſeriouſly. conſider, Whether, thers.can: 
be in Nature, .: a greater: Prodigy, of Folly (and: 
Wickedneſs,/ in any . Man,. thaw; to turn God's 
ſacred. Word of Salvation, to-the:Pallime, Work: 
of -his own Damnation, by ..condemning -and 
rallying at that he muft,one; Day be yudged, by, 
and making that his Jeſt, which he maybe damn'd. 
for. in-earnelt ? for wy wall. not, be mockcd;z 
and the danger.of Hell, -is-of-the, ;Nature,-of or: 
ther. dangers,. and the very,.worſt. ſort. -of-them: 
too; for.if you.read the. wiſe Manghe-will tell: 


you,. Thar, he who ſeeks, ; Danger, ;ſball. .periſh3n-its, 

Ift.,a Word, He. that-,wants 'the, Grace: of, be=. 
lievinga Helt .in this Life, is, very, unlikely-.40' 
eſcape . the, ſad .Experience, of megting/'0ne -1n 
ESERT:-: 3 oo nadw.. ot 
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; The NINTH 


DISCOURSE 
Of - the cgreat' Danger ' and common Prattice 
* of many, who defer the Thoughts of the 

other World, till they are Juſt going out 
of this. _ | 
Olomon, © whea | he had advanc'd his . Know- 
ledge, ..and 'improv'd: his Experience, * by 
furrounding the chief” Varieties of this World, 
and by ating a main Part, as well in the change- 
able, as in the moſt detightfiil Scenes of it, and 
that, not only by ſerious Contemplation, but 
experimental Effays;* ſo that he who deſerved- 
ly attain'd to that highly Illuſtrious Title, of 
the moſt Wiſe among' Men , -makes 'this ſhort 
EPuogue to that large Play, *and all the Variety 
of Scenes he was an AQtor in, on this Worlds 
Stage : and Records it, not only as a'wiſe Man's 
Saying, but a Scripture "Truth, That the end of 
all worldly Pleaſures, is but Vanity and vexation of 
Sprrit.. © iq x | 
4 But though this is a Trutlt that none can juſt 
ly deny; 'yet *cis a Truth that few will ſeriouſly 
conſider ;” the eager Purſtiit of our ' ſenſual. Plea- 
ſures and worldly Concerns, does ſo interpoſe, 
as 1t makes us-defer thoſe Religious Thonghts, 

Ie *\. 8 [08] 


F ws 
» - 
- if » . © : - _ 
k — 4 * bo 
* -} , Le] * * * þ - 
' F + . 


Moment, we have only ime to 
beg to Tave our Lives, but not ts Price 
oetidt tent of them ; and fading our ſelves i 
a ſinking, we. can only cry out with St, Peter, 
Save, Lord, or ' ie; petiſÞ:' Arid” indeed, ſuch a 
Cook ntance is | uſually but meer Words < 


Prefak Gl eats "than Ty rea] al Tale 70 


eReforntiBn of Li 
or ng commonly. vſe Repenſance, but as 
ing: Corgial, which ought to be every 
hood briſtians daily oY and. which. we are 
und to pray for with the fame earneltneſs, 
beeauſe we Nary the ſame need, as of 'our Daily 
Bread : And we may be all fare, that wh or they 
"is ask'd, t e caller Oe” dkigiag 
G qo "ol WHY bed to fin 


that ſeek 
And therefo: MOL 
Pra 54 Ic = Th 


et. of a 5; | boy work 
Deg? a. So By. : FI, BAELha IS, 
rnd, þ Bl foi it th q6 is ms by Re hofios 
od only ax the very, finiſhing part bran Br 
G 13 pe, when we ars comgmande FA remie? 
Our Yearor | n the. days of - 0 hs Tok 
- But Gnltead of IO, I fy to. that 
ſtrong City of Refi ng. ſire tq 
I AED the ag 5 wy, A we hevs 
'S Fomi e at at rme er, 4 Sin- 
ner doth repent bim of his'S by they ſh fort be remit- 
ted; wo all Skip Von BT for cr ar Prom Ito ſs 
of the Cog dition | Fon &, and 
conſider nk tha performed 
with the deepeſt ] Vorkibg 9 br of auf 
eres) Wwe are FT Toupd þ (808 tq 
210 


| Repentaiee':fr6 | -21"v ray. b of our) NY 

Hearts. - $40I1 eb eli” 11 5 ON 
y We alli the Metits. * Chriſt; and 
beliexe Gad: can; defy us no pans gr be 
gave: us lis Sorty}, wears. all as: teady to remean- 
ber that, 2s we:ave- willing to:forget this; that; 
he is our Judge;as pray War). and that 
therefore, we ought: 4s well to fear bim becauſe: 
_—_— 2$ to:20uſt wi him; becouſe he is. mer- 
(6) 

We ought alfo to confoder; That the inward: 
Converſion of-our Hearts, is:not! in our Power 
to: be effected, | withou the aſhſtance: of Divine' 

Grace z and tis-.therefore;: both, an Irrational: 

and} a Divingennoys way of Proceeding, to think” 

to obtain Gott's Merdy and Favour, juſt - at oor 

Death,” when we {light his Commandments. all 

cur Life. Alas F What can we then! hope | 

when we have nv Time left, and owe for 

that's paſt 2 i | js 

_ Single deſires /of Vertue are indeed good in” 
themſelvesgand commendable ;-.but our evit. Has 

bits of _—_ are'not to be blown away with our 

lat depa rtiog} Sighs'; but as: our Saviour. ſaidy - 

Sach Debit are take eff out by Fafting and Proyery” 

by uſing conftant-Repentance,' andby abſtaining 

from wicked Praflices, fo ſach 3 as feed our vicious 
Appetites, or. | exti Inclinations ; therefore,: we 
mult. uſe frequent- add fervent Prayer ts. our + 
good God, to bleſs and. increaſe our endeavoursy 
i the ways of Yertue and: Picty, 

. þ eſteem! Repentanc cOpaanee: to' cantaen chiefly: this 
dbuble Advanta VEnDages firſt; av'tis i the: 
our receiv 6: Divine Mercy, and anniomas: ag 
Ong ms "is 'a ftrodgPreſers 


L 4 vative 


 _ .do not as wellabſtain from, as reſolve agai 
Ating; the ame» for ewhichz Death: | 
Repentance muſt-needs render utiprafticable.5:12d | 
Ba -£Truly moſt 'of us icoſeroue ſelves,::in miſtas; 
E- | ' king the true” Nacures:of :'R > { becanſe! 
- | we. will 'have:it to2bwonly' forrowforiSin,: (/ fo! | 
apt -we are totbelieve/ what:/we deſire; ) and 
ſorrow-for. Sinj>isicertainly #.main part, of| Kel 4 
pentance, that there can be no true Repentance 
without it; but ter;5! that? barely. 'and ſingly, - 
without future Parity: and:Reformation of Lites) 
- but fach an oneas!the very 'damned.in!{Helb uſes; 
_ for. doubtleſstheytannoti but! be:ſofry: for the) | 
Sis: that occafion” their being'there,: and” the: 
thooghts of the'Happinefs rhey' might /have en-! 
joy dz/.makes:vpa- main part. of irhe-Torments' 
they: now: ſuffer 2'' Sorrow for Sinz!is the Tree» 
Repentanceprows on; but the Fraitof it, is/As” 
 mendment of Life, Purity of Heaft,'and/a; * 
ceaſtant” Regulating of ' our Wills,>[Aﬀections 
and{Attions; aatording to: God's: fgominands! | 
nents: and-\therefore,thoſe> that; will. defer. 
thdir! Repentance'o to the veryilaſtyi and them: + 
think-'to ſigh away theit-Sinsy and gain Heaven 
fgronlyeoryingriiout,) Lord, - Lotrdg:imay aft! aca! 
carding toaheir! Hopes,” but m:fare;' not [acl 
cording to'Gbd's- Word, whichoſays, , That noe. 
enery Hypoerite; who'cryeth Lordy Jura, ſhall enter. 
Y ing: the Kingdom of Heaven. (© cold} 01 3 107 
E; Our Death-Bed- is a very. proper” Place, -and: 
Jt fitting; Time to: continue, enlarge; /and-inflarhe 
our Repentance; | but donbileſs,, z»xery/ unfitand+ 
unſafe-Tirtie 'tos begin ," wherel we zdhould juſt» 
ead..>:I; ſhort, «the troe Reaſon dy y 
8s 6 CHIN , k'-x4 COLRK 
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| of; 13nd account for 'what we do amiſs, Ky 4 i. 
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Sink icnereſibys > wh SET PIE hy 
-kifey we:never.afford' our {iver'time ts thi 


rpuchas ſeriouſly:torefle&t on Gods great Mers 
Gges/to| us, or-:0br high Tranſgteſhons againſt 
him';-but ſtill likes Felix, we" are: defirous''to 
put-it off to:a" mote! convenient: Seaſon, which: 
moſt commonly»is:the; laſt Hour-: of our Life, 
becauſe the fartheſt off: when all Chriſtians 
caught to a& inthe means of Repentance, as "tis: 
reported; that Caſar- did in the ways of War,: 
which-was never to; loſe a Moments Time, in an 
accation where::a> ſpeedy Execution: might | ber 
advantageous, and . a little Delay. -prejudiciat 5: 
that 153-11 matter-of: War, he would never 'Te«- 
mit-that to the-next Day; which he might have: 
ated:the fame. Day. ; 
Therefore, as'by the Rule of Reaſon; becauſe: 
Death!is certainz we: onght not-to.-fear it ;; fo 
by: the like Conſequence, becauſerDeath's com-+ 
ig is uticertain,” we -ought ſtill to ,expect It,» * 
prepare againſt the approach- of itz but in-- 
deed we.are Mo fooliſh, as to be ſill ſtriving; 
to-live long, which is not in our;- power, and; 
notto-live well, -which iis ; and: ike our Father: 
Adam,” we ouly miad the things of this World, 
not the next ; and' therefore, he that-adviſes us; *' 
to-look into our /Own Condition;.and ſe our fad 
State, (which welt ſee, if we- truly ſee our ; 
own Condition,” and grow acquainted: with our: 
ſelves, )'15 really Lend and. f ithful-Friend. 
But; now 1 dare:cinot ſay, that "tis: 1impoſlible, : 
that : Repentance:deferred to. the- very®laſt - 
Hour 31cannot prevailz- becauſe--Mens SINS- Are: 
Fanite}i but God's Mercy! is: as and _ 
VO... 4 
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& he hav nppoirited. Us Lavii to ings my 


a» xm (Salvation, that therefore, be-hbs.com- 


fnet his Power and ' rothoſt& very means 3; 
God that Intdil'd Sin on all z4#&«m's Poſterity, 
withoutany a& of ours, may through the -Me+ 
rit and Death of our” Bleffed: Saviour, alfo ſave; 
us, 'without any+help or att of outs, if he! plea-! 
fed ſo to: do. But truly, *tis a very deſperate” 
and irrationat tratmer of arguing; to / 
and conclude, That becauſe the Almighty 
do-what he witl with us, that ther $\\he - 
will do what he'can for us; our Saviour Goes 
not nſe extraordinary means ,, when ordi : 
will erve; for though he could have preſerved: 
tis Diſciples Lives by Miracles, yet he orders 
them, if they be perſecuted in one City to fly 
to anorher; | 

- The Scripture tells vs of one that was ſaved, 
though he did:not repens tit the very laſt = 
of his Life, which was the Thief por the © Croſs, 
to keep Men from: Defpair ;. and that there was 
never bot that one, to keep! us 'from Prefuttp- 
tion; - Brit” let none of: us dare to defer" our 
Repentance to the laſt Hour, mm a Confidence 
of that one Example, and fo hope, by/repent- 
ing as he-did, to be ſaved as: tier was, \ fimce we: 
want that- Excufe' now; which he Tally had 


Can- 


_ ... then; nor have” we God's Promiſe foto fſave- 
us, nor the Thiefs Reaſons ſos to juſtifie 'us'5" 


for he knew! not! that Chriſt © was' the true 
 till'that very time ofþis/ ſuffering; and 


as hedid« know ity /he'believ'b and re- 
_ whick' was as ſbon | as- he - was: born” (as: 
wy fJ;3 a: Chriſtiany/ Doc al >=" 


ko; 


” - Ho = 9H. 9 Ir XY 2» 


EASE TE © 


= Aer rney womage and the ſhort ti 


we 
have to fit and prepare our ſelves for 


to intitle us to Everlaſting Life, we hovld {till 
carry. in. our t and pradife- in our 
aQions, that molt «ful Memorandum of the A- 


poſtle, *T5s 4 vy yr os dye, and 


- that after Death comes Judgment 5 and we mutt all 


dye, for Death muſt come to all, it being ac» 
cording te the courſe of Nature, and Rules of 
Providence. 

Next *tis well worthy our confideration, that 
as Death will come certainly, fo it may feize ns 
accidentally by a Thouſand feveral chances, as: 
the Weekly Bills of Mortality afford us daily, 
but too many fad yoke ;. for there is 
no Age, Condition, Quality or Place inthe whole 
World, that can juſtly pretend a Progedtion a- 
gainſt'itz Death viſits as. welt Princes'Palaces 
as Poor Mens Cottages; Death like the Air, wi 
be in all Places, lock-your Doors never fo ſtrong, 
and ſhut your Windows never 1o :clofe'z and 


therefore our Folly muſt. be-yery: great, if we 
hope to avoid what's; unavoidable. 


But L cannot believe any ioneis fogreat a Fool 
as to hope to Mev rr but only 
thinks to. pnt. it 
conſiders that the. torment of the idaily fears: is 


certain, bus 81] the Eſſays — 
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for ſame tame, but never. 
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m_ , ym have lived 
for that-feat';/ for-as 


we have indured a' gr 
aur ſelves cured of ſuch diſeaſes as we are nifetttd with, 
yet we: muſt be forced at la#t to yield uponir Lives, for 
they cannot lat always, becauſe they urt always Mor- 
tal; nor. can our Lives laſt very long, becauſe by the 
caurſe of Nature they are tobe but ſhort; nor can'we 
fo-much as ſay before-band, that we'have any tive, 
though never. jo ſhort, as certain, becauſe our Lzves' art 
never but uncertain. Therefore ſince Were aſ- 
fored, that Death will both'meect and-alſaulras, 
we ought to: Arm our ſelves: by- a earefal-an@ 
timely preparation againſt 'it at all times: © * 
am confident, if we'did but propoſe*to our 
felves this plain Queſtion, What we would think 
of. fach Perſons in 'a-Man'of War, that ſhould 
out iof :Carcleſneſs or ' forgetfuineFs” ledve-their 
great Guns and Ammunition behind*'them aſhbar, 
though they.lay expoſed to their ſight; and'rea-- 
dy. for'theinuſe, and yeriſhould 'fet to Sea: with-: 
ont themy}lin confidence of :not meeting their E- 


-nemyiz andwhen he was falling on, and juſt rea- 


dy to ſeize them; «then'imthat great confuſion- 
and liurry; to be wiſhing and praying] for their 
great Guis intheir'Ship;and their Ammionitioy” 
in-rtheir Store; and ſb/for waht of them be forced 
to'yield ito/their: Enemy; without an ability-of 
making the ——— | 
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Therefore: ſince-we'-icannot "but: yieldithar;,” 


; pray devus conſider this; —— our Loſs- 


muſt:be: much/more; and our folly: far greater," 
im the-fayprize of our: Spiritual-concerns 4\ and 
therefore. being/aſſured of rhe danger” of \meer- 
ing Deathin-every-plate,; ; we-ought toi pr | 
againſt him in all places, and at\ lb eines and 
in all conditions, andnot to leave behind: Prin 
Spiritual Ammunitibn, of 'Piety, Charity, Hamj-' 
lity, .Purity-of-Life, and ;Sincerity/\inouf Re-' 
pentance;:by.a daily aKking/Pardon for ourGaily 

Sins; for ſuch conſtant fervent Prayers, are the- 
true Punering, \Pidces, © which: will” be fiire'to 

openi.a' way for vur-Souls to "the Throne! of- 
Mercy. ©: 

-.-Bub if! we neglect tifring theſe Davies 6 eee: 
Conſciencts, and in our Pradtices;' till the/hour* 
that vobr :cruel Enemy ; unprepared Death;a(-- 

faults and-ſcizes us,/ we 'are juſt ſo/much worſe! 
Priſoners; and greateriFools,” than thoſe'careleſs: 
Sea-men:z as-the Eternal Loſs of our: Souls; is? 
more grieyoas than a-ſhort tmpriſoament of our” 
Bodies ; or to fall into the power of Satan, thart* 
into the:hands:of 'Menz 0 -. 

- And«as a-Death-BedRepentance; /-is ſuch'a* 
fad:kindrof! one,-as withas little or no vertnetap=* 
propriated-to it þy arly! Goſpe}-promiſe, -and ſo' 
15-notto be deferred: ordepended 6n-at that: 
time, :fo -there is-another fort” of 'Repentance, 
which thongh leſs ill; is:far'from being ſuffici-* 
ently good ; . which isnow'and'then wpon' the ac-" 
cpunt-of hearing fome- Religious Diſcourſe; or ' 
beholding ſome Mortifying/'Obje& . or 'the like, 
t6 _—_— out: a oritwa for-our Sins; {bur ſtilt- 

keeping 
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w75 too many of dF 


bightore -njore: 
our Repentance,.! the ont awey ano bowy 
| fach Slight, Airy Purifications;' can: never: 
© and remove: doep- raoted-Pollutions-; for' 
Repentance-is off ſo: _ nice and'tender 
ligy, as "tis quenched-by, the i ? 
Sin; and' like: Fire, .it ſaion þ | oub; if x. 
 reeruited, firred up, mended; | Re- 
Pentance being of. ſach a pute: nature', av none 
muft pretend to-gaiemiore advantagebyit, but! 


 Þropentionable to: the rcab intentions RW ns 


to/ Its 
We generally deſire: a, real Re ey "=_ 
&-piaus end; juſt as we do: Old: Ape, : whichiwe 
all heartily deſire to attain, but really fear toap- 
proth: And” indeed 'tis | a|Divinity-fitly; calu- 
latedifor gar Meridian; and ſuits wellwith oor 
Debauch'diAge,. and Lazy Humours,>taday we 
love.God,  but> how few of! us do ſtrive ts kept 
his Commandmetrts ; -| which St, Joh telbus;: 5 
the only true Produtt of our loving: hims., 4nd which 
ought ro be. as: inſeparable froms i, As Loghs's is fra 
the $ KN; 
A true Lover of Gods: Commands; is Killa 


faying with-St.-Paxd;; Lordji what wilt thok have 


- ME 10 


_ nothing can be t00.hard for him to-uns! 


GE ee ek ths nothing too” 
miſerable-to for indeed there is nothing, 
which @ true: Laverol Gods Commanits will nor: 
endeavour;to-/perform and refolve to:endute ant 
his:obedience -to' then; :and therefore we may” 
ſafely-conclude, -that none-of- us: are: {6 gootl' as 
vwe-ſhould be, that cannot enduve what we ought: 
to. do; (But indecd: we are:.only- cy 


We "We =. CE. 1003 
: *Y "> wa 
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_ 6p performing) the Dutiesof #7; we Wl bke well 


000 WY HY PA EW A. OY A. 6 AIM WS IF 


ce'of: Gads: Sons, 7 ng todo 
his Servants. 


- wy work 


- 1/3 God has 'promiſed tq-all-traly-Pious Chri- 
"Gang 2 Crown of! Righteouſaeſs, yet o, if wo 


want the Righteopinels, we:mull; not expect tho 


' Crown and therefore *tis im; vaip for us: to: pre» 


tend to;the former, unleſs; we: nſe-all pious en+ 


Reavours to. obtain the Litter = And to; convince 
-our ſelves pf  this/great 


ſtritly obſerve how the ApolYecxp ce That 
(#) ie 

the Graaf God (ringoh Eviwwinwite:ue, hydey? 
Horldly Luſtsi; and - living Godly, | Sokerly: and 
in this preſent World. | indeed if -wo 


. Read; over all Gofpel: Promiſtes for the Remiſſion 


of' Sins,. we ſhall find them all conjunctive, and 
mterwoven with the.duty:of Repentantes: Par- 
don for 'Sins. being} no! fangte,, but:a conditional 
Fromite, Except- we Repent, we cannor: be!Saveds 
O-ftrange Prodigy. of- Folly:and: Impicty; in 

fo mich loving and! over-valuing this:our Mos 
mentary, Life, and ſo ſlighting andicontemning 
our. Everlaſting belicity!! ! Can wade! rget, ar dare 
weideny, that Tis' God: who wr Life, 
andtimeof :Livinghere ? mr if- we grant thus 


_-muckoof' Gods: Mercy to.us, : letius/refiett alittle 
on:5our dinful and ungratefyl retarns'tb him, and 


ourdi{mgenuous aswelbas impiaus dealing with 
ourſelves; and-pray: let: us take along-with vs 
this ſhort ſlight Idea of our preſent-unreaſons- 
ble. manner of- proceedings in the meansiof gains 
ing Heaven, 

i) Fhere is no. wicked: Wretchfarely fo: bighly 
mma and blackedly ſtupid; as:.toideny.apd 


diſown 
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Bleaſures bf this: World* are uticertain;decauſs 
ourOLives: they depend on arevſo': g This” 
granted, which -ſure cannotbe dented, ler ot 
next Conſideration be, 'Wherher we: place Yan © 
. "equal Valte /anSEſteem' on! both; according td - 
their true Meaſuresand Values;-as they are icons 
fiderable- ro us 3'ithat is, - whether we contend ' 
plate as. we'onght; the" vaſt difference 'between 
an/Eternity:of Felicity:in Heaven; and the: ſhore 
fading” Enjoyments' of oor » Pleaſures,  liereon 
Earth ; 'andtoſet out our Folly? the. -plainer; 
(which indeed:requires no Art; )-1et us firſt res 
member,. Thatone Life i. this: Kingdom, is 
commonty valued but at fever years: Purchaſe; 
 and\ though ſome” live: longer,” yet” 'many di 
ſooner. /' 0; 4 Þ 


- Next let us conſider.i':how: to but maintain 
this:Life, -what.Cares and Hardſhips Men: under» 


g0,: binding» their Sons Apprentices for: imany 
years, to:tearmbut'an. ordinary* Trade 3durin 
which'Time; they! muſt ſtill rife early, and;ofty 
gato Bed latezi and work all Day hard,” and: this 
they willingly:undergo for: ſeven-years, 'meerly 
to:geta'Tradeto:maintain them, -after the »Ex+ 
piration of theſe years: - And @ Kin ;to*thisþris 
that 'of: our Merctiants, - who $41l.:bothi20.-vhe 
Eaſt and Weftatnaies, ' and endure the _—_ 
great Fatigue of ſuch Voyages; with the'Perils 
of the Sea; andthe - ſcorching:1Heat of theiSunz 
to:ibring/:home- Spices fromthe one, Cwhich 
ſerve :oftner:to-over-heat our-Blood, 'thancoms 
fort our Stomachs, ) and Tobacco- Weed from - 
the other 7 which © as the-Frenth ſay , 1: Makes 
, Ouly a fit [Regain for the Devil; "being rh: 
MWolh and . 


pe 9 . 


long 'Voyn ges; re but'to'g he Rich ;. and 
Hve.the'berter-in-this ſhore ſeven years: Life z.4. 
might inſtance a hundred more of the like Na+ : 


-**Now 1 have given you hete a ſmall febt of 


the. great” Hard ſhips 'many undergo 'to live in 


this World'/4' let us next -refiect- alittle, ,what 
Cares, 'Har@ſhips and Endeavours, we need-uſe, 
to -gainan” Eternity: of Joys: in-the next, and 
the Price of Time we uſually» bid-for it... Truly, 
the Holy:'Scriptures tell it -us/ un. few: Words, 
That the Price to'\purchaſe. Heaven, is-only -t0 
love God; and keep his Commandments, which 
may: be 'performed” with great Eafe, enjoyed 
with high Delight and vaſt Advantage : But 1n- 
ſtead of atvEaft-India Voyage, and a ſeven years 
Apptentiſhip, we think an Hours faint Repens, 
tance on our Death-Bed a ſnfficient Price,' and & 
fitting Time © ( being uſeful for nothing v1ſe,}) 
to-Purchaſe att 'Eternity of: Felicity: in Heavens 
Which exceeds more the number of all our.earths - 
1y Pleaſutes, 'than a Hundred /Thauſand' Millis 
-bns of Years- does a Minutes:.time,: it: being-ifts 
diſputably cettain, that-no\Time .that is) Fiwite 


can carry any Propartion:withiiEternity; which 


1s Infinite 3 >for as a Learned» Writer. wall obs 
ſerves 1n this:Partichlar-z(between Tims ;and 


Eternity; Fhar*a Day, an Hoier,: a Minute; care 


Pies" fome Proportion with 4 Hundred Thouſund-AHit- 
hons 'of "Yeats, »becauſe: | thoſe Hundred T hbouſand 


"Millins of "Years, are comprehepaed. and; mageruyy 
.by Numbers)” Days, Hours :and\ Minutes,” as well 
'as the World 4s of. Atoms: Bar the” Hdindred Thos 
«JandiFillions of Tears, havenothing ta do in mak - 
ing up Buraicp, becaaſe. -ppatams that ils 


tiphicarion 
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-# 3 Eternity being li « Civele ther has wo 
end", far if it bad one, it | coald be no Circle, ov 
Now let us ſuppoſe, that God did bind -ns 
© up to the ſtrifteſt Self-denials,” to the moſt af- 
fitting Mortifications, and all other Severities 
our frail Bodies were A to ſuffer in this 
World, during” all our living in *;. like- the 
miſerable Order of the Capnobins, who among 
he —_ waa. 
W ng £5; (an over 
Zeal, which I fancy,- deſerves more my Pity 
than Eſteem; becauſe I verily believe, that 'God 
. Ordained Faſting only to curb our Senſualities, 
Not to ſtarve our Natures; yet (1 fay) 
Being God had. been pleay'd to have oblig'd 
_ USto all theſe fevere Mortifications, during our 
Earthly Life here, which, as I faid before, is 
generally eſteem*d but at feven Years Purchaſe; ]. 
yet we cannot but till own, 'or at leaſt ever 
ought to do, That God's Mercy, in bleſſing us 
' with Heaven, which is an Eternity of Felicity 
after this ſeven years Sufferance, exceeds more 
viſtly our Miſcries here, than a Hundred Thon- 
fand Millions- of years, does ſeven ; becauſe 
(as 1 faid before, ) ſeven years carries ſome 
proportion toz Hundred Thoufind Millions of 
years, but theſe Millions of years, _ none to 
Eternity, which is Infinite, and. conſequently, 
admits of no Compariſon between them ; there- 
fore, now to calcnlate how far God?s. Mer 
exceeds, ( at this very fad rate of ſeverity of 
Life, ) his Judgments, I leave it to the deſpiſers 
of Heaven to fum it up, I-am- fore I cannot, 
fiace no numbers can reachto Eternity. Ms 
| . & 
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of it,, and to condemn gur ſelves, 407 pre- 


vent God's condemaing us. | 
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ks Fertatnl 7 ne did.buk reflect on- this : 


never aft as we do, 1 


done in that which is paſt; for ?tis a certain 
Maxim, . That, we. cap part without great-grief, 
what we love .with little paſſion; but our car- 
nal Hearts, our vicious Appetites and our cor- 
r0pt Habits in Hier bd and 4 ikings, make- us 
ſhun _and_ deteſt all ſpi ut _Keflections, and 
divide Comfopts} of oſpel z,our' di [aged 
umours' wee i in}ha ving fo 


ted- aur «Palates,. AS WE dif any. D 
that favours LY Vertue, eas v7 Dt nit 
tating "the Yrarlre? 'in"the erne who 


. preferr'> th&"FIoþ-Pots of * 'E before "the 
Heavenly: Manna. 34 | "my 2 


\, Anditruly:'tisno HORNS a2 hen we abaridon 
real any! eyeylaſting Felicizies, only. for. motnen- 


tary imaginary ones , \, thats live, after this 
manner, and a& after this rate ; when Earthl 


Pleaſures differ, if poſlible, as _ from Hea-_ 
venly Felicity, .as. Time does, from. Erernity, 
which is 10: far-from being, & Jietls part..of 
as/tis $0056 4 Sa and 40m ng Jntge gr oth 
P iſon, with F Fa # Fl 
ur Yanit apr ſeg S010 irg,are ourCouny 
Flows ng dic are jk juſt ſach wage 
ns aha 


pee Men to it; :{0 wecbour a wicked = of 
' vicious 


The TENTH 


DISCOURSE; 


_ Of 'the wy 80 Heaven, hich Goll's Word 
tell at, is flac «nk eafie ; and. does not 
| cofif ( 4s ſome Divines ſeem fo Preach, "8 
in much Learning , ſcho 85, 
reins Diffenities, and variety of Church 

Ceremonies; but th «4 Phiin, Honefty 

yy Fe ertvous aha Prous Life. ' © 


, that this dlearited Di- 
var Now uit with your Expe&tation, but 
al rrodnin my ; fo ot 


chongh the reading it ot not "me, on, Fe 
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of Piety ; none can be truly Vere. 


| for 
taous, that is not truly Pious: And ſince none 


can deny, but V. is more-eſſentially neceſ- 
fary to Salyation than Learning, or being well 
verg9d in all Arts and Sciences ; fince a great 
meaſure of Piety and Vertne without theſe, will 
ſecure us Heaven, but never ſo much Learning _ 
without theſe, will ever carry us there, but ra» 
ther-intitle us to 2 greater number of Stripes. 
True Holineſs being the Empreſs of all- Sci- 
ences, the fafe and ſtately Harbour towards - 
which all Rational ,, as well as Divine Studies 


us, 
S 


wi 


Men, makes the main drift of- his Book of Pro- 
verbs to invite Men to the Study of this great 
Heavenly Wiſdom of Fearing Gad, and keeping 
his Commandments , which contains the whole 
duty of Man, and work of Chriſtianity. 
Other Learning may indeed- concern the Im+ 
proyementsof Mens Wit , and Pens, or ſerve 


the intereſt of Diſputes, and advancing a Fay 
ion, or governing a Party, ar Preaching to a 


Congregation, or the like ; but "cis pure Piety, 


and true Virtue, that muſt make us wiſe to Sal» 
vation. 

Scripture tell us, that the Als and Prayers 
of the Centurion were heard and anſwer'd, tho? 
he never underſtoqd the Learning of the Philo- 

Ny M 4 ſophers, 


f and 1. Gacy. great:deal of - 1 
© rang Aegan rpg Vertue, and 14 


* $t to him, and ro:Convert him; for as the /F/al- 
miſt ſays, He that lifts up his Soul:to God, the. Lord 
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"yet God ſent hinian Angel: to. transfer 


Art : 
wg; - \ © Sas 


will caufe him to know the way wherein he ſhould walk, 
for God is near unto them that ſeek bim 5, and if 'we 


| but live Religiouſly as 'weought/, our /Merciful 


God will never fail in. direQting us.in finding the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life Everlaſting; 

-. For though ?ris a confeſs?d truth'; own'd by 
the greateſt-Do&ors of 'the Colledges of Phytſi- 
tians, That not one of: them can certainly. cure 


any one Diteaſe by the-infallible-Rules of, theig' 


Art and Study ; which occaſions ſome 'of them, 
now and then to kill: Men , by trying.-Experi- 
ments, and: to ſend them to the-other World, 
by making new Phyſical Eſſays on them in this. 

But for Spiritual Phyſick, though 1. pretend 
not to be any Doctor in it, yet Tgdare yenture 
to write you down a Receipt, and preſcribe you 
a Remedy, which if you will but take conſtant» 
ly, and obſerve' pundually,; will-prove an uni- 
verſal never failing Remedy, uſeful to. all ſorts 
of 'Chriſtian .Tempersz which 4s, to acquire 4 
Habit of Vertue, Piety, and ative Charity, for 


theſe are a better. preſervative to our. Spiritual 


Life, than a Temperate .Diet, - Moderate Exer- 


_ciſe, or a Healthful Air, -cat be-ta our Nay 


tures. | 


. © Prayers and Charity do in--& manner. retain 


God for to. be our Interceſſour., and chafe+ the 
Wax -fit for the Seal of the Holy Spirit ; in 4 
word, they are ſo eſſentially neceſſary tq-Eter; 
nal happineſs; as we may. as well pretend to be 


- happy without happineſs , as to be-truly happy 
-wRndut them. {2 (404 ft gy, ns 


Therg- 


. : « Therefore theway 


-ment of Prjde, .and: the vaſt advantage of Hu- 


{ſs and the molt eaſily coynterfeited.in all oo | 
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Pineſs,-is to ſhun, all ill mpany,. INC ty f 
putes, which arg inconſiſtent, wi pin. 
ty.or good: Living; and not to wade .into.dark 
interpretations, and; loſe. our time. about. need- 
leſs. Queſtions: of our -yain refin'd..Diſputers, 
made -up by Learned Arts, and Litigions, Subtil- 
ties, about Free-Will, Self-Merit andthe like, 
agreeable for young Scholars to. wher their Wit 
on, and. waſte their time, but uſeleſs for any. 
good Chriſtians to reap any benefit by.: For this 
15.2 certain Maxim, . What 1 1s. not; abſolutely ne- 
cellary to be beliey'd,, is not eſſentially, neceſſary 
to be. known, and conſequently needleſs to be 
Diſputed. | 

; For Preachers ſhould rather Preach found Pra- 
Qical Divinity, to make Men uſe conſtant Pray- 
ing, daily Repentance, ative Charity, Brother- 
ly-Love,. with a:continued PraQtice. of Modeſty, 
Meekneſs, Temperance and Humility in all onr 
Attions ; for God reffteth the Proud, and giveth 
Grace tothe Humble, as we may Read largely ex- 
emplified, in the event of ,our Mather , Eves. aſ+ 
piring preſumption, and the Bleſſed Virgins ex- 
traordinary Modeſty and Humility: And as all 0- 
ther-examples of Pride;and Hunulity are drawn 
but in. Dead Colours, .in compariſon. of this 
Splendid Inſtance, ſo. ſure our Hearts muſt be 
very hard,ang our Underſtanding ſtrangely dull, 
if this Example does. not preſent to..uS-1n the 
moſt lively Colours , the juſt deſerved; puniſh-, 


mility. 
Huwility-indeed of all Chriſtian Vertues, .is 
the moſt commonly own?d, the. leaſt really poſ. 


"our Ty, 


to be habirual in moſt high-born, and well- 


flids our Purſes; and croſſes our 
monr ; and aſhew of Patience when we are An- 
gry, frets our very Nature ; and to have a mean- 
er Opinion of our ſelves than others , is a De» 
baſing of our ſelf-conceitedneſs, almoſt to an 
" impoliibility of effeSting it. Ina word, Humi- 


of the other. -. £ 
But the ſincere Humility of the Inward Man, 
isa Cardinal Vertne that few poſſeſs, which is, 
tobe Hanible and Meck to all Perſons, at all 


I 


7s For the beft to them that 


poſes all thin; 


truly love andferve him. 
In ſhort, Humility is the-Soul of PraQtical 
- Chriſtianity,and-ought to have his daily circular 
courſe through all the aftions of our Lives, as 
the Blood bas bow cher the Veins of our Body; 
Charity being the eruc Learn — | 
5 


Derout Inventions, 2nd will # ——_ 
ihe ts decorting to al mean oe 
Will, and not according to the weakneſs of our 
one, | and therefore St. Par for Per- 


ſKeuting the Church of God, alledges, That biz 
ce of it, was the grentef} vanſe for his gajn« 
ing Purdon for tt. ; 


Troly I have ofren conſidered -that the way 
te Heaven cannot have fo many ſteps up to it, 
_ nor them 10 -intricate- and winding as ſome 
Scholars ſeem ory oF through a Labyrinth 


of Ceremonies and a ont; when Chrift 

himſelf is pleaſed to tell us, His Yoke 5s cafy, and 

bis Barthen light ; and his Commands not grie- 

vous. And certainly St. Pazd underſtood well 
| the moſt ſubtileſt Definitions; and yet we Read, 
he only as'd Plain Words, not Dark Expreflions, 
or Intricate Difficulties, in telling ns the whole 
Counſel of God: for he declares , He kepr no- 
thing back from us, this” was neceſſary and profitable 
to as ; yet he delivers and fams up his whole 
Dodrin in theſe few Plain Words, Repentance 
towards God, and Faith in our Lord Teſus Chriſt ; 
Aayttrg, This 5: the word of Faith which we Preach 
that if thou ſhals confeſs with rhy Biourh the Lord 
Jeſus, and ſrats believe 1n thine beare, that God hath 
raifed vim from the Dexd, thou ſrak be Saved, Rom. 
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> hich, .was-np more than his plain :Enuncja 
ve, and are 7 {oft that; thou art ;C 


Sar of thn opp God E O17 * _ 
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their Sermons chiefly aim Nuh Aly,and direct 
to, was that; we ſhould belieys Grit £9 _— 
Law-giver ,, and. our Savaour. ; 40. thi 
elſe is of prime neceſlity to bebelied,t W IS-NQL 
part of this grand Article of our Faith, Thatou 
Bleſſed Lord Jeſus is.our Law-giver and: ke 
deemer,the onedeclaring his greatneſs in himſelf; 
the other the largeneſs of his Mercy as.to us; and 
both oblige us to a contifual-thankfulnefs, = 
ty obedience , ;and: high, Adoration of, his Bene 

fits and Bleſlings, which cagnot be better expyeſ- 
ſed by,us,.than by a conſtant regulating our lives 
according; to, his Written, Wall, which ,is ;both 
the duty.. and horjeviion of a Ciriltag, and.the 
definitive meaſures of all.Vertue and Piety,,, bbe+ 
ing the accampliſhments of all our Religions dy- 
ties. and Holy. performances. | 

Sure. thg,Apoltle. uſing; only Plain "Wards, , 
ought to.bean.example ta.our Miniſters, to.uſe 
plain DoQrin.z and yet fac; all theſe Holy, Pat- 
terns, [there is..an Art.zyhich is grown much in 
faſhion,. nat, quly.among our, Talking Lawyers, 
but Preaching Miniſters, which i ſometimes, b 
create  vnneceſary obſcprs.-Myſterics in; 
Preaching, 85; well as. Lawyery do. p their Pleat [+ 
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| Eaſe, yet 
tis bard-to find a little Tows inall the Kings 
Dominions, 10 poor, as 40 want the convenica- 
cy of ,an Ale-houſe of Eaſe, Alc:being grown a 
Staple Commedity of the Country. 
But for tric py ak Holineſs, though it be 
a Heavenly Jewel of great Price, and well de- 
ſerves higheſt Eftecm, greateſt Love, and moſt 
eager endeavours-of all Men, above all things ; 
yet *tis grown fo anmodiſh and deſpicable a- 
mong moſt , as few now adays think it worth 
their thought, much' lefs their concern, toim- 
oy ahertunrabeng ih: -Vetcarmminly thor Re” 
| giov. 
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1 N6rd0/1 fancy: _ Miiſters as raiſe dark 
"on plein ang. clear Goſpel J 
triftian Daties,' in'the works of Religion, 
and Waysof Piety; extraQing ont of Plain 
1-6 itt ſuch perplexitig” difficulties 5\ i 
ohe riff almoſt reaſonably they, 'that' the by- 
fineſs-of/ their Sermons,” were rather''to ſtart ' 
many donbts;" than fully to refolve'any 9 which 
is a Pre off theans, rather to talk us out "thin 
+0 whim Aon me E HAN | 

m&eof our? Minifters ehcernih and "Hoſp 
ing « themſelves more about what did become'of 
Lazar bis Soul; the Fotir days his Bogy' was . 
In the'Grave 3 than what will become”of thett 
own' Souls; 'dr their” Pariffitotiers when they 
themſelves ſhall come to-die: 

Indeed Tis molt certain', that Chriſt's Boly 
Goſpet i is plain and eaſy; this 'i5 the way, walk 
in it, 'not entertainin your'ſelves with needles 
Diſputes about! it }; which/ are already Tv vohi- 
Mminous on Record, ; | ag twill require another 
'Fethuſalen?s "Age to birt Read'them over. Aid ' 
Jet when quriClergy have thindefred/outy: both 

woes; Sermons, '#1id Large Books, their 

eateſt havior A painſt Si, and! oh the othet 
2 have vi 'us by their greateſt Arts'anl 
Higheſt allufemenrs they can'invent and'expreſs, 
fo taſte the” bleſſed farisfations; and enjoy the 
'Heavenly delight that belongs to a Pious [Life 
yet they are: fully contain'd?Qlearly ſet'dowit, 
2nd pRlny" ſymnyd-np- if theſe Two''Goſpil 
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Wicked Sinners,and-Heaven the reward of Pious 
Chriſtians. : And I am. certain after our Miniſters 
have ſaid all they can invent, they mult yield, 
that: they cannot ſet out, higher Felicity than 
5: <"bag , nor deſcribe a greater Miſery than 
ell, | 
And in like brevity of Speech, and plainneſs of 


Word, are contained all the- Duties of our Reli- - 


gionjif we will believe the Calculation of the moſt 
iſe-Man, inſpired by the Omniſcient God in 
this point, who ſays that . the Sum total, and 
the concluſion of the, whole matter of Chri- 
ſtiagity., and Duty of a Chriſtian , is contain- 
edin fearing God, and keeping his Command- 
ments. 

And certainly if we would but ſeriouſly re- 


fle& and contemplate as we ought, we ſhall find 


it altogether unſuitable to the great goodneſs, 
and. abundant mercy of our gracious God , to 
make the way to our Salvation to depend upon 
great Difficulties, and_ high Knowledge; as if 
Heaven were like our Colledges, made meerly 
for the Learned; that would be in effe&, to 
make our. Merciful Saviours Bleſſed Goſpel to 
reſemble a Cob-web for Flies, where all the 
Strong break through, and only the Weak ſtick ; 
ſo the: Unlearned mutſt Periſh, or elſe be Saved 
by a whole-fail implicite Faith on their Church, 
as the Roman-Laity do, whoeſteem their Church 
to.be now, as Nogb's Ark was during the Flood, 
where none could. be Saved out of it ; but thus 
much [Iam ſare I may ſafely .declare , without 
offending either Papiſt or Proteſtant, that Yegros 
| | N | and 


us in few words, that Hell is the puniſhment of 


"bb "2p 
Solomon alive us, kit Religion is Aonrhb 
In Sun-beatns, and conſequently p y difcer- 
nable to every. Rational 'atid 2 Piet bye ; and 
therefore 'not to be ufed by the Cler " Hike a 
Candle in a'Dark Lantern, only to erve their 
-d own occaſions and intereſts , to put a better 
glok., and add a greater power, amd raife a 
- higher price for their gorges , by _— 
the poor Lairy believe are. cleansd 
nd Sins, when they are only gbll'd of their 
oney. 

As for my own part, I # my aſſur'd, 'that 
*tis not the Prieſts Abſolntion , ttor. our 'Own 
Merits can fave us, but-otily thoſe of 'the HMeſ- 
ſed Jeſus; and therefore we have. a Thoufand 
tires more cauſe to beg 'our own" Metits , or 
our Prieſts Abſolution, not to ſtand' between 'us 
and the-Son of God , than ever Diogenes had 
cauſe to. deſire Alexander not to ftand*between 
him.and the Sun of this World. _ 

Nor have I ſo good an opinion of the Infalli- 
bility of the Pope, as the filly Laity of the Ro- 
an Church has, who think they are bound'to 
follow his DoRtin through thick and thin, with 
a full cry of Obedience. Nor . yet have I fo 
bad an opinion of the Pope, #s' a Miniſter of 
Geneva expreſs'd , by fayi ine” He found the Pope 
follow'd his Predecefſr St. Peter ul nothing,” excepr 
in that of Denying bis Lord and Maſter. 

As to my own ſenſe cohning” the Clergy, 
{ eſteem it to be the great oats and main em- 
ployment of the Miniſtry, inftrudt the Teno- 

rant, and prompt the Kavi 'in /all "Goſpel 
PÞer- 
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| I have writ on this Subje&, I hope for all *twill 
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But I ſhall decline writing any friote on this 
Subject; it being fitter for a Volume than/a ſhort 
Diſcourſe, and more proper to be argued on by 
a Learned Divine , than ſuch. a Poor Ignorant 

as.oiy {elf ; .wt.yer .bow. little and dull 


be ſufficient to ſatisfy the Reader, that Salva: 
tion does riot conſiſt in Scholaſtick Diſputes, 
wrapt up in deep Sophiſtry, and obſcure Diffi- 
<ylties, and variety 'of Ceremonies, but in 4 
Vertnous Fious Life * -And | dare appeal t6 the 

oh he Univerſal 


A | verſal Judgh 


edt of Mankind If SE Paghs 
Je T1 he 10 It vi teſt on Point; who 
dires us to = Chriſtian Charity, true Humili- 
ty, and Brotherly Love to one another; and not 
- to add Diſputes'to Diſputes, but to add to Faith 
Vertue, and to Vertue Knowledge , and to 
Knowledge Temperance, &c. 

'The Pialmuſt gives us - great encouragement, 
by telling us, That Men will praiſe ns when we do 
. well ro our ſelves ;, and ſure nothing'can be more 
advantagious or: 'praiſe worthy, than to be wiſe 
to Salvation. 

-- * And fo I ſhall conchude this Dilbourſe' w 

| Fob's Divine Obſervation, The Fear of the Tha 
. #5 true Wiſdom , and ro depart from Evil is true On- 
derſt anding ; therefore true Piety is true Wiſdom, 
and' they that live the beſt Lives, -are both 
the ableſt Scholars and the beſt Men ; for true 
Goodneſs is true Greatneſs, and twill ever be 
much' better to have ones Name Writ in the 
Book 'of Life, than in the Firſt Rank of the 
Book of Heraulds; for true greatneſs is only in 
Heaven, and the Almighty values 'none for the 
Worldly Greatneſs of their Birth, but for the 
Heavenly Goodneſs of their Life. 


The E LEVE ENTH. 


T 


DISCOURSE... 


| Aeainſt the common” Sin of Swearing, with 
Sc of the principal Evaſions, Pretences 
and Excuſes ,, the Devil furniſbeth, the 
Swearers with, to ,embolden. them in the 
Prattice, N his vile Sim. - rp 


Here are "no kinds of Swearing, z the 

firſt is a neceſſary ,one,. on uſeful Occa- 
ſions, when an, Oath is. (as the: Apoſtle ſays, 
to end all Strife... 

. The other, is a needleſs taking God's Name 
in vain, upon a meer {inful and, cuſtomary Ac- 
count : ..which is the ſole Enemy I ſhall here- 
undertake. 

Swearing is a Sin, that hath nothing belong- 
ing to Sin, but the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
one, having no Inducements to commit it, but 
the Willfulneſs to at. When ' the Devil- firſt 
ſeut forth, and ſcattered his Emiſlaries abroad in 
the World, to ſeduce Mankind, he furniſhed e- 
very one 'of them with a Dowry, either of 
Fame, or Pleaſure, Honour, or Profit, as a Bait 
to Bribe the Senſes, whilſt he was Rifling the 

Soul, and ory poor ld Swearing was left 
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| Air ; being a Mifees © only * fit for thoſe 
- rons Swearers, ded 110 Tempration; 
1 


bat loving W neſs as they ought to 
Vertue, for its own ſakealone, and who be 
at nothing xting that SiN,' ur the wicked 
SatisfaQtion 'of committing it. 
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And ſince n the imp _ hol by 
That heedleſs < Spearh 


MM defire th Eg ſert6h! 5 ery 
het it be fr hat C968 Mi6uR? Makes 1 
no Sip, .or_the. Swearer not to” tha Gf it his; 
ot that the Altmight F, ſhould be ll to break 
his own av the wicked 27h might 
66 jaſtifled in of therft ; © of that God 
ſhould 'E reconciled ,to the evil of its. Nature; 
or- bg jak to abſtain: ftorh the lacs of 


b Me the Siweartr lacks ehce to 
&i the Ciiſtorh bf PITT Foot a” Sing 
Thathie , Ter Vi want Confidence to 
FR the: Prþe Ke: at Cuſtotn, and be not 
that wicked" modeſt Whore, .whi who pretend- 
E gs Atfulneſs hittder%d her. from gore þo ho- 
Fg Which nilnds me of a fixing of 
old Gentleman, that feving a Kikſihan of win 
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Yau ono ſare "tis. better to endure 
that of Fools, "- deſerve that of: wiſe Men, 
cally,- 1 cannot - reflect. upon the fooliſh 
Madneſs Swearers, but it makes me inclina= 
ble, not ſo much to wonder at the Folly of our 
firſt Parents, who indeed loſt Paradice for an 
Apple; whuch, though a windy Meat, is ſtill . 
ſomething Eatable ; | -but thoſe that part 
with their Souls for Qaths, {ll them for nothi 
We Nec Ve, d'that of the yery worlt ſort 
Ing 2Ponl INg one. 

af > that Expreſſion in the Scripture, that 
ſorgetimes (5 Pre the Word. Folly,. for that of Sin, 
ſems chiefly Calculated for the Sin of Sweqring, 
which has not ſo much fhelter, as a weak Pre: 
tence, or Apology io defend it ſelf; wanting, 
not only the Temptation of an Excyſe, hut the 
very Excuſe of a Temptatign, unleſs that Oaths, 
being forbid by God, paſs for ane. 

- Certajaly, if the Apoltles mentioning Super- 
fuity 0 Nayghtineſs, belongs to any $10, . tis 
Fader ſimple Ms of Swearing 3 bcing. very 

o0liſh, as the ſilly Indieos, that part with their 
I. 3nd jralrag far Glalles, Whiſtles, and 
fuck Trifhog Toys,. e wiſe Men to Swearer$, 
whoſe madaels exceeds the fam'd Folly ,of Ly- 
ſamachus, who being extreamly Thirſty. Fat get 
lame Water to drink, gave lmſelf a vo HORRAr 
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I am ſore, 'ifthere- be any Diſparity, 
Compariſon, *tis in the Swearers r,*it 
ing certainly a lefs ill Bargain, to fell* ones Li- 
berty for a Belly-full of Water, than ones Soul 
for 'a monthful of Air ; -all'other Sins have ſome 
fancied Pleaſure, or. Advantage. to create and 
maintain them, and 'all other Sinners, ,'but the 
Swearers,- are in the Devil's Pay ; but'the com- 
mon Swearer may well be calF'd 'the Devil's Vo- 
lanteer, for he ventures his Sonf; only for the 
wicked Honour of ſerving him, and * rraltung 
ble Miſery of loſing it. ved Foe 

And now that I may give the common Swear- 
er, 25 little pretence, as he-has' Reaſon «for his 
Swearing, I ſhall do with this Sim, as Watch- 
makers do with Watches, which are foul and 
out of Order, "take them in Pieces, and Anato- 
mize-them,. to ſe the Defefts of each part, in 
. order to the cleanſing aid'mending of the whole, 
and ſingle out the-principal Excufes, Pretences 
and Evaſions, Men ordinarily allow themſelves, 
for the miſunderſtanding, and. undervaluing 
this common and wicked. Vice; for *tis with 
Sins as with Diſeaſes,” the Diſcovery of their 
"Cauſe, is the firſt necelfary ſtep towards the 

obtaining their Cure. - © wel 

F- ſhall therefore Soldier-like, draw up in 
Rank and File, the” Swearers Allegations and 
vain Pretences, and fo' Examine ' and 'Exerciſe 
them apart, dividing them'into'nine Divihons ; 
and hope by this Regular Method; to tare all 
thoſe Fig-leaves of Evations; the Devil teacheth 
them 'to ſow together, to hide the Deformity 
of this Sin, and to' ſhew yon, 1 do not con- 
fdemn the Swearer without oi Reaſon, tho" 
ae | . you 
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to condemn himfelf ; as Goljah's 
Os cut off -by David, not with his 'own 


Sword,” but Goliah's. 


- The firſt and grand Pretence' lam to remove, 
is, That though moſt' allow Swearing to: be a 
Sin, yet they will not be perſwaded, to believe 
it other than a flight venial one, only a'kind of 
raſh Words, the Frailties of humane Nature 
and- ordinary PraQtice, as very ſmall, -as com- 
mon forift flight Oaths could be rank*d -attiong 
o# Sins, in what a ſad Condition were'all 

ankind, ſince the number of Swearers, 1s lit- 
tle inferjour to that of Men ? 

Indeed, "tis one of Satan's Maſter-Stratagems, 
ſo to mix his Subtilty, with Mens Simplicity and 
Heedleſneſs, as to repreſent them great Sins 
under the Diſguiſe of lirrle ones, and by giving 
us the wrong end of the Perſpettive Glaſs, to 
make ſmall Sins to look fo very little, as to be 
fcarce diſcernable 'to-be any at all; or at moſt, 


.only ſmall trifling ones, not worth our Thoughts, 


muchleſs our Fears; and if the. Devil can but 
orice perſwade us, to believe any Sin ſmall, we 

may be- eafily brought'to' eſteem none great, 
ſince the leaſt offends the Goodneſs and Juſtice 
of God; and therefore, *tis well worth- our 
Conſideration, that fince the leaſt nnpardon'd 
Sin is ſufficient to' damn us, why-ſhould ' we 
light petty Faults, becauſe there'are greater 
Crimes ? 

And if you 'read the Ten Commandments, 
you will find, That Swearing. has the Prece- 
dency of Theft, Murder-and Adukery, being 
the ſole Commandment” fave one, that has a 
Thrive annexed to ib; and' certainly, if thoſe 
Treſpaſles 


Log Is po ; 
thing it is, to fall into the the; 
God, who has often--paniſhed ſuch Oflend: 
 {everely,.as they kave bad no more: 
| bragy that their Oaths are exempted, fy Ton 
Cognizance of Mea, | than Muderers or; ME 
have to boaſt they are above the bead 
Stacks, -when 'tis only on the fyor Tr th 
Crimes re. reſerved for the Galley; Or - 45 if 
the Jews had reaſon to brag, of thoſe Indulgen- 
_ cies that were granted them, when "cas, only 
for the Hardneſs of their Hearts. - ; -- -. 
I am ſure, there's no Manes that can juſt] y, pre- 
w—_ to the Title of a good Chriſtian, | uſt 
be troubled, that Swearing is fo much 
ſo little. puniſh'd ; for certainly "tis or pete 
Oaths that have tharply. poipted. thoſe fatal Ary 


rows, that have almoſt deſtroy d all Religion 
Vertue,  Sobriety and Madeſty #7 ARFOR US, 


has made Swearing {o ver 
not ſpeak/ten Words : without - an. TIN ad if 


ſome, Iknow, did uſe their Prayers, a3 fi 

as their Qaths; they wauld ſeem: to obey. Nora 
ly that qualified Injundion of the ApoltJe, of 
Praying withont ceaſing. 

SQ commoen is the Sin "of Swearing among 1s, a$ 
there arelittle Children.in our very Streets, that 
can ſwear great Oaths, before they, cap ſpeak 
plain Engliſþ ; z and ſo are perfe&t, in the Devil 
their Father's Langyage,, before they are old 
caough t0 know their Mother Tongue. . . 

Indegd,: I cannot but wonder at (ſome,. who 
are {6 very fooliſh 85 to. ſuppoſe, that the, com 


cm of the Sia of - IAring, renders: it lefs 
blameable, 
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oe ym for ſo-much RG ale as 
#5 almoſt all uſe this Sin, 'that-thereforE none 
ate ptitiſhable for it,, which 1s « vie Miſtake ; 
face multiplying Faults, does but increaſe their | 
Iifetjon, not leſſeri their Sin ; for what is pas» - / 
fitkly dlow'd, is not ſtill lawfally practifed, 
hordid I ever read, that numbers of: « 
_ ever tkeſſen the heinouſheſs of their Of- 
nces. | | 
We find, that the Univerfality of the Sodos 
Mes Beaftlineſs, was ſo far from juſtifying each 
ſingle Sinner, that they were all confamed from 
Heaven, for the ſole want of 'ten Righreons 
Perſons ; which is s moſt clear Argument; that ' 
the Sins of many did not excuſt 'any; + but the 
Righteonſheſs of a few, had faved all. 

Certainly, he whoſe Command, is, That rhos 
ſhalt tor follow a Multitade to do Evil, will hardly 
take the common Practice of that Mulritude, for 
a-foſt Difpenſation of breaking the Law of God, 
who having. commanded-us to live' by good Pre- 
cepts, will hardly accept it for an 'Excuſe, that: 
we haveerr'd by bad Example. | 

No, "tis moſt certain, that as in Pious Du- 
ties, the general Concurrence contributes to 
their Atceptation, ſo-in Sin, the like conſent 
dots butihaſten on DeſtrnRtion 3 for Legions of 
Mea tt: the Sin of Swearing, ate but like many 
Men in old leaking Ferry-Boats, whoſe Num-« 
bers are fo far from helping one atiother, as they 
all make themſelves but fink the quicker. 

There is a ſerond Degree (of Swearers, that 
are indeed leſs il than the common fort, being 
more gentile than the worſt 3 and thoſe are they 
who _ eſteem it, againſt rhe Principles of a 
Gentleman to Iwegr falfly, but will not _— 

I 


iminals _ - 


for tbat, nat, only. falſe alone, but all raſh an 
unneceſſary Oaths, are clearly forbidden by-the 
Commandment, where Perjury- is not condemn= 
ed ſingly,: but. "tis flatly written, Thow .ſhel: . not 
gake the Name of the Lord thy God in Vain, which 
if needleſs cuſtomary Swearing does not, it muſt 
ſure be a ſtrange Riddle, ' what the Command- 
ment means to-prohibit ; but. God himſelf ſeems 
manifeſtly. to determine this Controverkie, . by 
that clear DiſtinQion in a. Verſe of Leviticus, 
Avd you ſhall not ſwear by my. Name Jay, neither 
ſhalt thou profane the Name of thy God ;, which 
plainly, ſhews, we may-profane God's Name, 
without-ſwearing falfly.  /,- .. | 

. But allowing theſe cuſtomary Swearers the 
whole Swing of _ their. Fancy, . and ſuppoſing 
their Oaths were ſcandalous to none, nor. pre- 
| judicial toany-; and are but.cuſtomary . Words, 
and only ſpall venial Faults, as, the Effe&s of 
HeedleMeſs, or Ignorance, or Paſſion, rather 
than ill Deſign';, yet in, this, and the moſt fa- 
vorable: and ,Complemental . Senſe we. can poſ- 
fibly give them, Oaths muſt 'be very bad, .lince 
they are faſhions of ſpeaking, that are, always 
needleſs, often ſcandalous, ; and. never profita- 
ble; and-what's worſt of.all, the bad Cuſtom 
of, ſwearing does inure our Months, to a. ſawcy 
- wicked lighting of that, Holy Name,, which 
Eternally. to Praiſe, will be in Heaven, both our 
Employment and our Happia66. The 


% 


© The Third Brood 0 | Nerrers are very (ner: by 

, (1 mean who Boer for though they 

| benny, yet they will not believe they. 
ſmear, often, becauſe their Conſcience rarely | 

accuſes them for it; nor their Memory minds a 

them of it, which ſure both would, if they did 

 Boften ſwore : But I deſire ſuch to conſider; that 

3 [the Eſſence of Vice conſiſts in a Repugnancy $0 

God's Law ; and therefore, every little is too 

'© I much, and he that ſears the fewelt - - Oaths, 

= | ſwears too many by thoſe few ; and the ſame 

* | Conſideration that ' contra the numbers of the 

tn | Swearers Oaths, ' does in ſome' kind aggravate 

t Guilt, by arguing' both a clearer Knowledge of 

the Evil he acts, and'a more. brideling Power to 

S | refrain the Sin he commits, 

f But how ' ſeldom does the ſilence of Conſe: 

| ence make for him ? We know that inſenſibility , 

1 

, 


of Pain, may as well proceed from the Dead- 
neſs and Stupifiedneſs of the Parts, as from a 
perfe&t and unmoleſted Health ; and in fighting, 
that is ſtill held the heavier Blow, that ſo ſtuns, 
that it takes away the Senſe of the Pain, than 
| | that which pains the Senſe. 

| How many Sweaters are there, in whoſe . 

| Mouths Cuſtom ſwears undiſcernedly, and who 

\ | being taxed for it, will ſwear, and poſlibly 
believe-what they ſwear too, that they are no 
Swearers, 'and ſo commit the Sin, by endea- * 
youring to excuſe the Fault ? But good Phiſi- 

tians ſtill eſteem it a fatal Symptom, when Exe 

crements are voided without the Patients know- 

ledge ; and *tis a ſign, the Thief has haunted 

'Jong, when the Maſtiff forbears to bark at 

him ;'in ſuch Caſes, Conſcience, like oppreft 

MRGn under an armed Tyrant, forbears Ex- w 
poltulations, 
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of Secy NSETOUS, » than 
ag wy ee eſtes Conſcience, fince the 


_ of this, fon drives one to the ſeargh 


of the Cure; but:the Security -of the other, 4s 
© far from addreſling him w.:Remedies, . as it 
never lets himApow be needs them. 

And though theſe ſorts of Swearers are not. Fo 
had as others are, yet they ere:ftill worſe than 
they ought to be ; and others who are. greater 
and-more. common Sweaters, do the more con- 
dema themſelves, but do not at all the' more 
excuſe the Folly of theſe Sinners; 

There are a fourth kind of half witted ;Men, 
(but whale Fool Swearers,) -who will not-ſwear 
in the common Circle of ordinary Daths, but 
will conjure up new -ones of their own making, 
that may vent their Angers :-and as-they fancy, 
without any Sin ; for they will.aot flatly ſiyear 
By-Gea, but By Dod, and-not :by the Greator, 
but by the Creature, as by this Light, . by this 
World, by Heaven, and the like, they believing 
Ut no Sin, to take the Creatures Name in- vain : 
Thus.many cozen themſelves, by thinking -to 
cheat God : But -Swearer, be nat | deoeived;. God 
will 10t be mocked; for though theſe - .Childiſh 
Evaſions may:cozen you, they can - never ;him 
who judges as well as diſcerns; ;and regards mot 
{o mach the outward Spniication of 'the Word, 
as. the invvard meaning/of -the Heart: . | 

Þut if we will alow our Saviour o ;be-the 
beſt Interpreter of his 'Fathers \Conimands, he 


Will teach ns a. very differing Leſſon, :for, he 
Swear c£ivher by 


bids us in his AO :N0k 19, 
Heaven, 
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li of til vaſt 'Fabrick"of the World ; 

d ther certainty intend t that pro- 
hibition Ftoold reach all orher Creatures con- 
tainet'in them. "Theft Swearers Uowith Gotls 
Nathe, as the firſt Bloody Perfecutors did with 


' the Primitive Chriſtians, who -cleathed them in 


Skins'of 'Savage Beaſts , that 'it 'might ſeem no 
critne to worry them ; ſo theſe Hypocrites if 
guiſe Gods Name, to 'give themſelves a Licenfe 
to diſhonour it. 


© Infleddi "tis a'very:pretty ſlight of theſe Gen- 


tlemen to cozenthe 'Devit to his own advan« 
tape, and to find ont by-ways' to Damnation, to 
deſcend to Hell by a'pair-of Back Stairs, «caring 
not, if thit like Sv! to the Witch of Endor, 
my may go Masked to Satan. 

'are a fooliſh Drove of Swearers, that 
hold a falſe Wyn that'they are freed from 
the Sin, becauſe they never Swear , but when 
they are provoked 'to It -by Anger ; and ſack 
Oaths the Devil perſwades them cannot be Mur- 
thermg Sins, being at worſt but Chance-Medly 
Crimes, only Sworn in heat'of Blood, without 
any ill Intent, or defign'd' Prejudice. 

I would fan know -of* one of theſe ery 
p 


 Swearers, who thus pretends to juſtify 'thm 
| whether he would be ready to do'the'like to'is 


Young Wife, if ſhe ſhould tell him, that ſhe ne- 
ver” rates her felf, but when the is provok?d 
to be unchaſte by her Luſt ; which was aSin on- 
Iy atted inheat.of Blood, forced on her by Na- 
tare, 'withont the leaſt deſigned Injury, or un- 
kindnefs to him. 

* Bbſides, this is to-excuſe one fankt by another, 
and with no greater Juſtice. than his, that _— 

efen 
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as the duty of Vertue TOY 
our Paſſions, its evident that their exceſſes dege- 


nerate. into Sin, and. therefore how that can be 


a good excuſe, that needs. one , and. how that 
anger, which in it ſelf is ſinful, can impart an In- 
nocence to Produftions in their own Nature 
wicked, and how Paſſions that ſwell into an ex- 
ceſs, can confirma Meritoriouſneſs which them- 
ſelves want, is a Dodctrin ſo-very- irrational, as 
X1$-impoſlible to be fancied, if the. A alles com- 
mand be conſidered, Be ye angry, but ſin ng. 

Is it not.a-molt ſhameful Rovroof that' Hi- 


| ſtory Records of Plato, who though a Heathen, 


could yet uſe ſuch temper towards his very 
Slave, as to ſay to him, 1 would xow beat thee, but 
that I am angry ;, when we Chriſtians cannot ſpare 
our very Maker when we are ſo? 

Really I cannot . but wonder , when Þſee ſo 
many Paſſionate Men, which in that humour are 
ſo tranſported, . as to commit Sins that are as 
very unprofitable, as truly impious ; and there- 
fore deſerve their Croſſes, by being guilty of a 
ſaucy provoking of God, and endeavouring to 
make him their Enemy, "when they moſt need 
his ProteQion as a Friend ; and becauſe their .ill 
delires cannot reach their Miltreſſes Heart, that 
therefore their Tongue muſt fly in their Makers 
Face, and vilify his moft Sacred Name, becauſe 
perhaps their Miſtreſſes do not dart Smiles as 
they deſire, nor their - Dice tura Caſts as. they 
wiſh; for indeed Miſtreſles and Diceare much a» 
like now a days in their Conſtancy, being cer- 


tain-only in uncertainty , for - Beauty and Love. 


are but juſt things as accidental chances are , 


cauſes 
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wen , ' Who ſhould Rob us of our Mon » 
, FEY did. not ' offer 'us that [violence ,, to 
ROO, our Anger, but meerly to emp- 
ackets' to fill their own 3, No, meaning: 
vl, \ Gor excuſe doing ill. : 
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weall know it afterward proved a moſt Diſo- 
bedientand Danviable' Sit, * | | ; 
- Bat this exciiſe itſelf is wanting ts many of 


the Gallants of our Tirhes,'who' are not content 


rotravebin.theold common Road to. Hell, and 
to keep is the biaten Track and wſuaT forms of 
Diſhonoariag their Maker , bit affet as mach 
Noveky in Ouths, as if! Faſhions 3 and if they 
tave 4 gifts of Singularity in Swearing ; they 


faney they have as much reaſon to-be Proud of 


it,as I ar fare Vertue fMAgt6 be Aſharryd of them. 
Such Swearers- ate: 4s' Nice- as Impious,: and 
uſe their Oaths'as the Fine Gallarits ds their 
Cl6dths/or” Milles, charge often, and uſe none 
{blot 4s till they' grow old ; for a Gallants 
Ive, and a Miſſes Beaiity 'have ſuch a kind of 
'pathetick operation one on- the other, as want 

of Bearity pfefently cauſes want of Love, ant 
like Light and Datkneſs, theadvance of one; ſtiff 
occaſions the retreat of the other. 

> 'Fhef@is-a- Seventh fort” of  Swearers, that 
think fliey have reaſon fo Qharrel- with-me for 
callitis/ them fuch; they being only Repeaters 
of "ati other Mans Oaths,: which they willhave ' 
t&' be his lin, not theirs. | 

- F woilld" faid Rnow itt whit Year of the Lord 
'twas, that Tranſereffion by Prefident turns'to 
Innocerdte, and what wes unlawful in the Firſt 
AC; bedaitie Eehttimate iff the Repetition ; I ant - 
ſbre In-bur” g66d! Engliſh Laws; though the Firſt 
Theft is only Puniſhable with a Burning in the 
Hah, yep the Repetition 4s ill with a Hanging 
byte Ned? © | 
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._ » Second hand, the Copied Sin is-;held more Cri- 


minal .in the Tranſcript than in the Original ; 
For beſides that , the Swearer. by: imitation, ' ac- 
knowledges hunſelf., ſo delighted : with the 0- 
thers Sin, as he becomes the Devils: Mountebank 
or his Zi, to have it admir'd by, all. 'that hear 
_ him; and all' know. that approbation is a 
tacite conſent 4 -and he that- ;repeats anothers 
Oaths with delight, it may be a[greater. Sin-:in 
him that does ſo, than a; Raſh Oath was in him 


that Swore it ;, which, might be perhaps. blotted. 
out, without thinking what he did: - But, beſides. 


all this, the Leading Swearer has; the;excuſe of 
an immediate _ Applauſe -; * whereas) the Silly 
Apiſh Repeating | Imitatour , ;"Wrongs/\ and 
Diſcredits his own. Soul , meerly/to proclaim 


anothers Wit , if that -be not / too-;partially: 


tern?d Wit, which only. appears: ſyuch-'to our 


Corruptions, ſince where the Oath doth make. 
the Jeſt, *tis only the.Devilja us; ; that's pleag'd | 


= - -.. | 7 2112 2 } 
. Witty Replies are good without Oaths, and 
Dull ones will nat be made good. by: them yz t0 


- the one. they are needleſs, to the other pſcleſs,- 
*Tis with Oaths -.in Mens Diſcourſes; as with - 


Patches in Womens Faces ; the -,Hanſome 

ones need-them not;;,- and - the Ugly; ones are 

made. but the more ridiculous: by. them: Fools 

(fays the Wiſe Man) make: 4 mock at Sin, and 

therefore make that, the ſport of-their Jollity; 

. Which ovght to be the object of! their, Detelta- 
tion. | 


Sure ſuch extravagancies of. Exceſs,,.deſerye | 


as much our wonder as our blame, that. we Dope 
| | rai 
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- tht Minntes we 'have lived}, can yet think our 
- own' Sins too" few to condemn us, without A= 
dopting thoſe of others, and ſo add to our crimes 
ſo numerous already, thoſe other Sins of Super= 
erogation. 


The eighth ſort of Swearers, would fain 


perſwade himſelf and others too, if he could 
make them ſuch Fools as to + believe him, That 
he has a kind © of Prote&ion and Juſtification for 


his ſwearing, which is, That if he did not - 
ſwear, he ſhould never be believ*d by- his Ac- 


quaintance, nor .obey*d by his very Servants ; 
but ſure, ſuch fort of Swearers are eaſily an- 
ſwer'd, That Belief is much better wanted, than 
purchaſed at ſo dear a-Rate as Sin; ſince *tis a 
Goſpel Leſſon, That he who parts with Hea- 
ven, is ſure to make a bad Bargain 5 ſince the 
whole World is too mean a Price for one?*s Soul. 

What a mad way of arguing is this, to fan- 
_ cy, that any ſhould take a Man's readineſs to 
break one Commandment, for a Proof he dares 
not break anothey? iT, IS 

*Tis a true, as well as common Obſervation, 
That he needs not many Oths, who uſes few 3 
for to make Conſcience of an Oath, will gain 
ones Wdhrd more Credit, than Swearing of a 
Thouſand, it being a very juſt, and highly re- 
markable Puniſhment on Oaths, That thoſe who 
ſwear moſt, are believ'd leaſt, 

Since then "tis but the Habit of ſwearing 
needleſly, that alone enzageth Men to a necef- 
fity of ſwearing (as they call it, to be be- 
lieved7 let their. diſcontinuance remove . that 
cuſtomary Obligation of Neceſlity, and I can 

O 3 ſatel7 
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_ . ' ately afſurethe Swearer, that the navt perſiva- 
ing Argument-to wake his Woerds to. be- cre-- 
dited, is {o tolive, as not ta need £0: ſwear.. 
. Since then the Swearer acknowledges the Act, 
an . Engagement to the Repeiprions and ' that 
Oaths, which according to the Rule of God's 
Word, ought to be the higheſt "Confirmation of 
Truth,. as. well in their PraQice, as Nature, 
mult yet by Fhis fine deviliſh Policy, derive an 
Authority from their Multitude,' which is ever 
unneceſſary; where the Speaker is believed, and 
uſually creates but Diſtruſt, where the Swearer 
IS NOT. | ſ 
For the latter part of the Swearers Pretence, 
that withont ſwearing, he could neither be be- 
liev'd by þis Companjons, nor feared, or or 
bey*d by his very Servants. Tis ſtrange, very 
ſtrange, that their Ears are fo furr'd with cuſto- 
mary Oaths, as they muſt be us'd to make them 
think their Maſters are in earneſt : O ſtrange 
Age that. we live in, that no way can be found 
to make our Servants obey our Command 
: without our diſobeying God*s| Sure, if we wil 
but allow Reaſon ker Yote in this Aﬀair, ?twill 
, fell us, that Grayity, Severity, nat uſing to let 
'our Servants hear us ſwear, are far likelier 
Means to reach that End ; which if we ſhould 
yet fail of, they will turn their fancied Incon- 
- Yeniency into a real Adyantage, by neceſlitating 
vs to the benefit of keeping Religious Servants z 
and ſure 'tis very extravagant Logick, To teach 
our Inferiours to pay us their Duties, by learn- 
ing then to diſobey the Commands of their Sy- 
perzors, by our own Example, which I a fare 
we do by ſwearing, | 
| But 
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2 ji that maintains his Flames, © and Go goes Loa 
th his poreand her Maintenanck, would 
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In eg ; Bpon how few © bald we” with Ju- 
ſtice. preſs Religious Duries, 'if ſuch perty Ty- 
convenicnces. that attend t rmanct 
were able to free and Alas x a. from i ? 
Surely: he, tin requires we ſhou tear out. ki 
Right Eye, and ak off our * uſefu! Aaol, 
if -they. oppoſe us in our Heavety or 
will hardly give them Admittance there, "that, 
will not refrain from, 'or part with an 4 

obs or, 2 yain Miſs,” of, ” fuck like” pr 

"Lakty, I would deſfiErtic Swearer ſeriouſly ta 
conf der, that, the whole pact is wr 
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= Ho 2. to be Objedts of his 
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have no ot rth the elves, will, reward them 
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© Ind Gat SWeargrs are abominably miſta- 
re lieve,, þeca uſe ſwearing 15 .uſed; by 
= Fnen, hat Thorefes, their Oaths wi 
them be. tk for for ſuch, and raiſe'the 
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And myſt Sins then be Arguments of the Poſs 
feſfion” of that Dignity, that 'can be**truly pur 
+ chaſed by no other Means than Vertue?? - Sure 
it. ovght not 'to be ſo; but ſuppoſing it were, 
Will Swearers pretend to a Title of 'Gentility, 
by that alone which is not the Property, but the 
Vice of a Gentleman ? and Entitle themſelves 
to that 1Illuſtrious Quality, by that, ' which in” 
the Senſe of all vertuous Perſons, renders them 
not only unworthy, but” deveſts them of 'it ? 
At this rate of Arguing, Swearers pretending 
to Gentility, would Parallel his Rallying- Mirth, 
who boaſted a Deſcent from the _ firſt Caſars, 
barely for having, like moſt of them, a long 
deformed hook: Noſe ; and ſo derived his In- 
tereſt in their Blood, only from his Sympathy 
in their Defets. © 
\. For my part, 1 wonder how any can be Proud 
or. Ambitious of thoſe Badges of Gentiliry , 
which true Chriſtianity eſteems but the Fools 
Coar of Reprobation, 

And for the Swearers fancying his Oaths will 
render his Courage 'unqueſtionable,; T confeſs, 
they may. ſeem not to want Probability. 'to 
prop their Hopes, 'fince they deſperately ven- 
ture damning their Souls, for ſach Oaths that , 
God forbids, and all wiſe Men deteſt. © © 
** Byt ſure, the Kindred betwrxt Vertues are 
not ſo remote, that. the want of one, ſhould 
conclude the Poſſeſſion of another, and their 
want of Piety, argue their ſore of Cou- 
rage, 


Beſides, 


ey fays, Sol | 
but RY oy i ou 44.4 Wy fog fare: 
Xis no great Fochnragrmant to deſpiſe 
, to. want: Conhdence of a hetter 6 
it at all. ; {uit with true Reaſon, that We 
ought: to, conclyde, that he who fears. not.. the 
venturing, his Soal on. any. Accovat ,, . dares 
. therefore. hazard, his.Life on. a good one, be- 
cauſe. we. nd, "tis not the Eſſential worth! of 
things, but the Proprietors value that. ſets 
the Price ; for what is worth to one. a King's 
Yaafar, ( his: Eyes, ). is not to another, a;Pins 
ea | 
. $0:moft Mens Aﬀtions and Lives, - preſent. the 
Soul and Body in a very UltcringF Man- 
ner, and Order of Precedency, ſome. few liv- 
ing ſo. Religiouſly; . as if they. were all Soul, 
moſt of ns live, 2s if we were all Body, 
waſting our Time fo very profanely, as if we 
had-n9 Souls, or had. them bur to loſe, 
$o.that upon a. ſerious Refleftion, we ſhall 
kad, that theſe;Swearers negleft of their Souls, 
doth hut ceally procced froma doating fondneſs 
of their Bodies; and therefore, we may very ratio- 
nally - judge..it; an unlikely. Conſequence, that. 
ſuch.Swearers-who. dare live £ wickedly, as if 
they.had ng Sopls to. ſave, dare therefore fight 
fo boldly, as if they had no Bodies 10 loſe, and 
mall þe- willing to venture. their Lives, becauſe 
they do their Souls. 


'Tis 


Ts Loli vr ll wank Oberg 

Experience teacheth ys bjec; 
That no Men-more foar what: they ſhopld cons 
tema, than thoſe that contema what 'they moſt 
ſhould fear; and Religious Martyrs have gm- 
braced thoſe Flames" with an vadanaged Cou- 
rage , which thoſe HeQoring Swearers, durſt 
vot © much as thank on, without a trembling 
Horror. 

And now I have done with my nine Diviſions 
of Swearers, I know not whether any will al- 
low, that I have argued well, but Pm fure all 
will grant, I have 1cribled much; and I wiſh 
| I had as great Reaſon to delieve, that have 
convinced - the Swearers Conſcience, as I have 
cauſe to. fear, I have troubled the Readers Pa- 
tience - But *tis certain, that he who needs: to 
make Excuſes for his tedious Writing, muſt 
make the Writing more tedious by his Excuſes ; 
therefore I ſhall write but a little more, becauſe 
I fear the Reader will think I have already writ 
too much. And now in my Concluſion of this 
long Diſcourſe, with which I wiſh the Swearer 
would alſo now learn to conclude all his baſe 
Oaths, and never to Swear vainly more. And 
now that Piety may hereafter prote&t you from 
it, as well as Wickedneſs formerly ſeduced you 
to it, you muſt Pray with the Pfalmiſt, Ser # 
Watch O Lord before my Mouth, and keep the Dooy 
of my Lips from Soba and Prophaning thy Holy 

Name. 
And now I pray conſider, that if I have here 
painted this Vile, Ugly, Negro Sin, in blacker 
Colours than its own, (which I am ſure I can 
hardly do, ) and have repreſented it in over- 
large 


large Dimenſions," I-defire' you' to conſider *tis 
hard to Draw ſach Aa Large fo maya, 'Oyer- 
grown Vice in" Little; and I hope I-may find. 
- my Excuſe in the'Precedents given us'by-gbod 
Painters , who 'being to draw Pictures that are 
ſtill to be ſeen at great diſtance, make them al- 
ways more Gygantick than the Originals: they 
are- to reſemble, ,torecompence by that advan- 
tage in "the Dimenſions, what the Eye loſes 
by its diſtance from the'Obje&z; for every Sin- 
ner naturally beholds/his Favorite Vice, through 
the falſe optick of Self-love;and ſo muſt have the 
Idea of his Crime enlarged beyond its true Pro- 
portion-; and the true Proportion of vain 
coſtomary Swearing , I eſteem-in a- word to'be 
truly this, 'To'be'a Sin too ſmall to bepet the 
_ greateſt Deſpair, and too great to allow :of 'the 
ſmalleſt Neglect, - | 
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wy RAS, (11 ic ; $LAIF k »..X J 1 
Of the Severe Cenſure moſt, Publick Writers 
— expoſed $03 5 + |-4 


' Am; now. come tothe laſt, Stage -of all my 
Poſting/Scribbles ;.þut yet Readers; cannot 
_ expedt with all. my haſte, to' have: done; {þ. ſoon 
as your Patience z but though theſe;-Diſcourſes 
cannot well hope ſo-much from your:Temper;as 
to/have waited their-end with Patience, -yet they 
may.:juſtly. beg ſo much from your Goodneſs, as 
to-look-bn-them with Charity ;;for the Scripture 
telly us, That is able to hide - many faults; and 
This:(my, mind tells-me,).is,what theſe Diſcour- 
ſes highly need, -as being, fraited with mich dull- 
neſs and;many defects; and: therefqre: pray. re- 
member,..that to relieve'the wants of the nece(-- 
ceſſitous; carries in. it till very, much of a great. 
and. generous Spirit, as-well as of -@ Ghriſtian 
Vertue; and -pious Charity. ' - was lanker 2h! 

- $t- Paul tells-us, That the Bond of. Perfeftneſs. 15. 
Charity ;| which we--are: above all-things ito put 
0n.3; And as/Charity is a;Relief -t0 others, 10 'tis 
an-adyantage to our Rlyes, and makes us Rich 

eiyt7e) in 
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the Poor in thisz we Read the 


Books of moſt of 2 ==E Antient Writers, - 
we hall find they did not publiſh them meerly 
to ſhew their own Parts and Wit, but for —_ | 
lick uſe 5] add>:comrory benefir,, by Hecrying 
Vice , -and extolling Vertue, in order to 
Fade Men to doc (p000G, and -prafti(e the 
ONE tf 

But bee of the publick Scriblers. of oogh Age, 
write chiefly, for ſ{elf-praiſe, .or vain, Paſtime, 
to - pleaſe ade Fankey't of ſhew their Wit: to 
humour a Friend, court a Faction ,/ of vrondte 
an-Intreague, and the like z many of their De- 
ſigns being often far from certainty and Diſcre- 
rion, as welt as diſtarit from Reaſon Ty 
ſome lickle: conſidering! what oY write, 
lefs valuing” whit riots ay, deſpiling the whole 
Race of Cenfarers il 

©. Really-rhany of” theſes orrof Writers) 296 io 

ſimplevy exyeles, of both; -that beeanſs they Us” 
riot . mifiqothe errors 'of their own Writings 5 
hope; | #9 expeſt; that others will: do the Hike” 
by! theie! 'Fxaitiple'; -but for theirs reaſon of ex-" 
pecting it; Fam rs they cars ſhow none; hd 
none to! ſhewy.- 1 know: *tis' both an” Oltha 
Wiſe' Maxiitv amvhg- proat experietic: Geng: 
rats, Thad 3s theiy Conlſels before they' vearure 16" 
give Battdl, they ought 19' foreſts alt Dangers', but 
1# Fiobting 40 bverſes then, that vhey may enculr dj! 
and embolden their Soulilits ts do the mo thitr' 
gvod and brave oa And though t 
detiy Mll this: to'be good? rhe Log ks (yerT- 
ay ſare c1f-canriot daboveihs Writing" 
Dotttits; fob op6 to-foreſee the Raſh: 


fevere 


© po a, 


Yefal and. n 
$ once. mt etogi 
RE Toned am the 'Err 
Þ. the tion t6 News 
* & 46 the like by his Example 


before he TB. vg te 


26th one afterwards , who R thts or 1 Hears 


4 publick Writer, "like a Combi Gameſter, 
moſt No 'only uſe preat Kill / bur needs good 
pe £60, or he may come off a "Loſer ; a 
alf know that Fortune is #s fickle ds "the Wind; 
which dloweth nor ein where "cis nedtted, bit 


7 coir it liſteth m whoſe ee 


by the by, this firtn 
to write after the rare I intetd*ts play, 


bis at fo ſmall a Game, as it ſtall never 
keferve much my 'toncern, v_ny win ano» 
rhers Mony, or lofe my ogrn. 
' 1 confefs, *tis vhcivil to; fpeak'lh lightly 
of Gaming, fince*tis now- Ares noe in wy Mott 
as 'tis not, only the, paſtime, (I had prot mt 
great 'concern.) of the vain Lavlies ahd __ 
Sparks, as care not, or know fiot how to 
their time better ; but Gaming, is become int Ns 
ſort, the ſolemn buſiveſs. of the greateſt; ads 
not 'fay the Wiſeſt) fort of Men,which I wonder 
they do not refrain from on this double account z/ 
riſe, becauſe the Mony they Play for;* = 
are fi ot. certain to'win, but, the] Tirne they play 
in, they are ſure to-toſs** and Tine is oy, Jewe 
of ſd great a Price, that if rhe traft Mottient of 
it 


MEE: 


pejees Victorious Army, -.... * : 
[EXT FORRIE Not certain,; that either. ] 
wi favour ,you,; or. that hoſe you. play y 
will not. cozen you; for is grown. 4 meer. 
Art and. Trade, or rather. a Myſtery ,. 1 10 hk 
there . is interwoven, ſuch, a, Compolition...o: 
Slights, and a Shuffling tog her of {0 many Ne- 
Celts, as, Ld foro ve es leaſt | pretending 
thought to decypher atiy of thoſe many ip 
and-Cheats ig,it... But. I ſhall. freely. 
you. .in. few. words my. oþinjon' 0 
which is ng other, than that I elteem, i T tab 
he ne ature of Fire and, Water, w hich. 
Servants ,. but, ever ,,bad BY 
Phy 3 is ood. whillt tis kept, within the FOgs 
of . Moderation. and logon, Divertiſer 
but very. bad. when it. overfloyvs. and; ſwells ne 
a Habit and Calling, and runs into Covezouſ- 
neſs, Pallan., Curling, and. Swearing, w 4 
the uſual Fruit that Even, on. the,.common, Tree. 
Q thao ming; and; are the ordinary. Livery 
ls generally wait on.moſt great, Gam- 


Oo: as Is eſteem him beſide his Reaſon , that 
Re 


, 10 all-may well, eſteem me belide 
ja, If 1 ſhould write more or. it.z.1 


——_ for 


ibis in oy Morte kl, Sits atk 
eh courſes , as to avoid | 
running againk- | -p of Offeace or-other, — 
ae e to turn ones Writing into | 
2 many” ſeveral Shapes, and kinds of Drefles, 
at the fame time, 19 as to-make it ſutt and agree 
with . every Readers opinion , 'as tis" for-one 
Wind to carry ſeveral- Ships-to every Point of 

the-Compaſs, or for one Diſh to pleaſe all Pa- 
. lates'; for if you praiſe this Mans Opinion, you 

muſt; neceſſarily diſcommend all others that to- 

tally: differ -from his; and ſd you cannot avoid, 
(though by: 2 Side-Wind,) blaming the'one, by 
crying, up the other. 

Andthe ike Meaſores, extend to moſt forts 
of Perſons,” and kinds-of Aftions; and varie- 
ties 'of Belief, which-. your Writing muſt un- 
avoidably-' make War | with , by contradict- 
ing ſome Mens Opinions, Actions, or Intereſt, 
and ſo muſt prove an Enemy either to what 
this Man Writes, 'that Man Speaks, - or the othee+ 
Man does 4 and fuch will be ſure to cenſure you, 
tor blaming them. 

And "is indeed but-cuſtomary, and what you 
ought . to expet, that. if you Write againſt 
them, they ſhonld ſpeak againſt your; and upon 
true: conkderation,” we ſhall ſoon be fatished , 
that 'tis nota == great Parts, true Vertue, 
high Quality, e Wit ,- or Pious \Inten- 
tions, can Life-guard him from-Cenſure; which 
is «kin to Death that ſpareth' neither- good 
nor bad. 

Igrant that if a Publick Writer were only - 
to: lofe his Labour for| his: Pains., in, caſe he 
Writ =, (1 mean in _ Opinions, for I ny 

cw 
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' Hot 'take/ well ; then itideed "twete nothing to || 
unake poblick Efays of Writing ard: to'try 
their Young Wits, as we' do'New Pens, by # 
little Scribling with-them: 3 but alas, Workdly 
Cenfure is often quicker than Heavenly pe 4 
meats, for thoſe -chiefly begin where Life 
for after Death cores the great Judgment 3 bur 
experierice teacheth us; that as foon as ever- a 
Book. is delivered: fron! the Prefs ,-and'is born 
m Print,” it nd fooner Peeps abroad, but Gen- 
fare falls on, who is a very Severe ARive-Ene- 
my. and follows cloſe in the Rear of all New 
Books, and ſtill carries with it the diſmal or 
pleaſing Sentence" of Guilty , or not Guilty ; 
that' is, whether the Writer has plaid the Wit - 
or the Fool; for really now a-days, moſt Men 
and Women are grown ſuch Nice Critical Cen- 
{arers,” as they will hardly allow a Neuter State 
between them, 

I faricy the Cenſurers office to be much of the 
nature 'of the Coroner's Inqueſt, whoſe bulſi- 
neſs is to View, Examine and Search into the 
Wounds and'Scars of the Body , and then to 
tell his Opinion of them'ts the Jury, who moſt 
comm finds it Murder. . * 

_ - And £6 all Cenfurers, after Surveying and 

Searching a New Book, (tis more than an e- 
ven lay ) they eſteem the Author and Publiſher 
of it fo Dull, as to judge him guilty of Fooliſh= 
ly Murdering his own Time, and conſequently 
of Waſting that of every one's who Reads it. 
And 'a$ unnatural Deaths are the grand employ, 


ahd main' benefit of the' Coroner*s —_ ſo' # 


Ceriſurers Wit is cliefly nouriſhed by others 
your 


_— 


 okotihs ®/5 Dators.of Phyſik 1 ire by. 
| Sickneſs. 


thers. 

"Tis alſd+worthr conſideration, that. EL 
like Infe&tion, ſps res few in its Teach, ang ſeizes | 
as well on the. Polk” V Wits. -as on. the 
moſt dull Daubers of Paper; for not gals chal 
that are the. greateſt Pretenders, but t 
moſt Meritorious in pure Refin'd Wri: 
though; they. have.gever; ſo. high; fiying 
yet they are not certain; with, all their 

nſure coping 


| 8 Muſe to. ſoar above: the Loweſt. Ce 


wicked.and cavious is our: Age, that if AnJQnes 
Vertue and Merits do but ſhine. out bright and 
clear, others. will make. it; their, buſineſs at leaſ 
to Eclipſe, if -not extinguiſh them by heir de- 
trating. and falſe Cenſures,; .and not, only the 
molt Sublime Wits ,.: but- the, moſt., Vertyous 
and Pjous ,Writers ,-in Publiſhing a.Book,,.do 
in. a manner declare.a War againlt all other O- 
pinions that are differing and oppolite to theirs, 
and are: but like the.,noble,Flag Ships, in.a Na- 
yal Fight, which though: they are {till the very 
Beſt and, Ableſt, Ships of the Fleet, yet- they 
are ſo. far from reaping any Priviledge by it, as 
they. are ' {till ſaxe to: be. more ſhot * than all 
others for 116. 

In:;\hort,,, moſt.- Cenſurers are bike” Fierce 
Chain'd Maſtiffy ,,. which- bark and fiy-at all 
that come 'near. them. z; no matter whether they. 
deferve jt,, tis; a ſufficient Quarrel, that they 
come acroſs them. 

And now'to conclude all. in a word, for my 
Deſign is to be ſhort; (I wiſh all Cenſurers 
| Got ſo in' their Cenſuriog, ) the beſt; Anti- 

ote, 1 know, againſt ' the Cenſurers Venomous 

P 2 | Breath, 


make publick Effays of Writing; and. to-try 
their Young Wits, as we' do'New Pens, by # 
little Scriblicig with them; but alas; Worlkdly 
Cenſure is ofteri quicker than Heavenly Judg- 
ments, for thoſe -chiefly begin where Life ends; 
for after Death corties the treat Judgment 3 bur 
experience teacheth us ; that as ſoon as ever- a 
Book. is delivered- from the Prefs ,-and is born 
m Print,” it ns fooner Peeps abroad, but Cen- 
fare falls on, who is a very Severe AQive-Ene- 
my, and follows cloſe it the Rear of all New 
Books, and ſtill carries with it the diſmah or 
plealing Sentence" of Guilty , or not Guilty ; 


that is, whether the Writer has plaid the-Wir - 


or the Fool ; for really now a-days, moſt Men 
and Women are grown ſuch Nice Critical Cen- 
{arers,' as they will hardly allow a Neuter State 
between them. | 

I fanicy the Cenſurers office to be mach of the 
nature 'of the Coroner's Inqueſt ; whoſe buſi- 
neſs is to View, Examine and'Search into the 
Wounds and' Scars of the Body , and then to 
tell his Opinion of them to the Jury, who moſt 
commonly finds it Murder. . © 


- And £6 all Cenſurers , after Surveying and 


Searching a New Book, (tis more than an e- 
ven lay ) tliey eſteem the-Author and Publiſher 


of it fo Dull, as to judge him guilty 6f Fooliſh- 


ly Murdering his own Time, and conſequently 
of Waſting that of every one's wha Reads it. 
And *a$ uninatural Deaths are the grand employ, 
abd rain” benefit of the'Coroner's Office, fo 


Ceriſurers Wit is chiefly nouriſhed by others. | 


want 


few did ver iti their 6wn,Y ard {b his Book did | þ 
hot take well ; then itideed "twere"nothing to. 


* wintefits « -Dadors of Phyſik 1 live by 
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ee alſd-wortl conſideration, that. 
like Infettion, ſpares few in is reach, and ſeizes | 
as well on the. Poliſh'd Wits, -as on. the 
moſt dull Daubers of Paper ;.. for not only.thoſe 
that are the. greateſt Pretenders, but 4 
moſt Meritorious in pure Refin'd Wri 
though they. have-gever  {o. high flying |V 
yet they are not certain:with all- their j0pping 
Muſe to. ſoar above: the Loweſt: Cenſure 
wicked.and envious is-our: Age, that if -any.ones 
Vertue and Merits do hut {hine, out brake and 
clear, others. will make. it; their. buſineſs at leaſh 
to Eclipſe, if - not extinguiſh them by their de-. 
trating. and falſe Cenſures.; .and not. only the 
molt Sublime Wits , but. the moſt. Vertuous 
and Pjous Writers ,.in Publiſhing a, Book,.do 
in; a manner declare-a War againſt all other O- 
pinions that are diftering and oppolite to theirs, 
and are but like the,noble,Flag Ships, in.a Na- 
yal Fight, which though: they. are {till the very 
Beſt 'and Ableſt, Ships of the Fleet, yet - they 
are iſo far from reaping any Priviledge by it, as 
they are ſtill ſare to: be: more ſhot h than all 
others for !it. 

In;ſhort,,, moſt. Cenſurers are, like. Fierce 
Chain'd Maſtiffs ,-Which- bark and fly-at all 
that come near, them.z; no; matter whether they. 
deferve jt,, tis; a futfcient _ that "_ 
come acroſs them. 


Deſign is to b 
ere fo int 

| {orgs | know, againſt | the Cenſurers Venomous. 

P 2 | Breath, 


heir ora Ch wk the: beſt; Anti- 


_ rieB, which can only ſerve ts tire their Patlence 


= Me 
poet $-dny 'cod, aid 
whit he ſays. * a gn 
'And now 1' have given you A ſide Tiſte of 


Hhit6: Wvert and bitter of Cenfiire; which 


moſt Pablick' Writers muſt Urink of, and veryP 
maity faffer by; - I eſteem it now* than 
folf time t6-conſider; a5 Tire the Raider mult, 
why Imind fo 1ich/ the” Mete in atorhiers Eye, 
and do not fee, or at leaſt have notfpoke of they, 
Beani in my own ;/ therefote haying- How! finiſh-K 
ed-all' my - Diſcourſes: there remains only this 
Conclyfion , that''as %tis'now in*my Power to 

ut an end to the Readers trooble3"f61 wiſh 

were alſo now. in' my Power to'put'an end-to” 


all Cenſaring Diſputes 3"which 1 confeſs is aff 


wiſh that ſayours: of ſelflintereſt; fince' by it 17 
own they may as truly coridemn me for my dull 
Writing, as I can juſtly-blatne ther 'for theirl 
ſharp Cenſuring : © therefore 'to* moderate! as 
much as I can their Fierceneſs, I ſhall 'tiow'de-® h 


Aline accnſing' them ; the/better to excuſe my ,/-/ 


{elf ,- and beg their 'pardon- for- the troubles w; 
theſe weak Diſcourſes | has given'theth ,- noty jr 
only for- their dullneſs ; for” that niay” afford on 
them - matter to rally at, hut for their +ediouſ-Fin, 
with. 


- Abd" mow 1 wull only add. 5 and tell you ; 
that” all the Armour 1 have to . defend «this/Di 
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TEL? F 77 7 "X 
SMT 6 this vary me every nk rk 
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